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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ix submitting to the Public a Life of Sik Walter 
Ralegh, some brief explanation may be deemed ex- 
pedient, of the reasons which induced the Author to 
consider such a work necessary, when the valuable 
labors of Oldys, Cayley, and Birch, are still in ex- 
istence. 

Independent of the circumstances, that the efforts of 
these justly-prized biographers have been far too great- 
ly actuated by an indiscriminate partiality for the 
character of Ralegh, it may be alleged, that the narra- 
tives of the two first of those authors are encumbered 
with authentic, but heavy documents and dissertations, 
interspersed within Ihe body of their respective works, 
rendering them fatiguing ; and, in the case of Oldys, 
almost revolting to the general reader. The concise 
compilation of Birch, admirable as far as it gor^is, on 
the other hand, too limited and cursory a sketch of 
the lilt; and action? of Ralegh, to afford that satisfac- 
tory picture of Ins mind, and disposition, which biog- 
raphy is intended to furnish. 

Endeavoring to steer between these extremes, the 
Author of the Memoirs, now presented to the Public, 
entertains a well-grounded hope, that if her attempt to 
compose a # full, and yet connected, narrative of Ra- 
legh’s life be considered inefficient, the additional docu- 
ments which she has been enabled to supply will re- 
deem it from being wholly useless. In the Appendix 
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to this work, she presents to the Public fifteen original 
Letters, now for the first time printed, from the collec- 
tion in the State Paper Office. These, whilst they 
throw but little new light upon the participation of Sir 
Walter Ralegh in ccrtuin public atiairs, are valuable, 
as confirming, in a manner satisfactory to the inquirer 
after historical truth, the impressions previously con- 
ceived of the share which he took in the political 
transactions of his times. 

For permission to peruse and transcribe these inter- 
esting papers, the Author has to express her grateful 
acknowledgments to the Right Honorable Robert Peel, 
whose liberality in this instance is as gratifying to the 
lovers of English literature, from the /.eal for its in- 
terests which it evinces in that distinguished Statesman, 
as it is eminently beneficial to the humble, but earnest 
laborer in pursuit of historical knowledge. 

The Author has also considerable pleasure in ex- 
pressing her obligations to Robert Lemon, Esq., 
Deputy Keeper of the State Papers, for the polite and 
prompt assistance which he afforded to her, enabling 
her to reap the full benefit of the privilege conferred 
by Mr. Pfel. 


3 HinJe Street , Manchester Square, 
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CHAPTER L 

Birth nntl Origin of Ralegh — Ilm Education nnd Choice of a Profession : 
— Ills Services in Prance and the Low Count lies —Maritime Enter- 
prises — Ills Service* in Ireland .—Ilia Return to Court — Character* 
with whom he had to deal —Expeditions to Newfoundland— to Vir- 
ginia —Proofs of Favor from the Uueen —Ralegh's Occupations in 
Peace:— Ills Patronage of Hakluyt and Hernot.— Charge of Deism 
against Ralegh from various Writers. 

1552 to 1586. 

The county of Devon was renowned, in thr* time of 
Quern Elizabeth, for tlje valor of its inhabitants in naval 
services ; and it is still honored as the birth-place of three 
celebrated navigators, Sir Francis Drake, Sir John Haw- 
kins, and Sir Walter Ralegh. Ralegh was bom in the year 
1552, at. Hayes, a farm rented by his father, situated in the 

f arish of Rudely, near that part of the eastern coast of 
levonshirc where the Otter discharges itselt into the 
British Channel. 

To tlie scene of his childhood, Ralegh, in common with 
many men who have afterwards encountered the cares of a 
public career, retained an indelible attachment. It is pleas- 
ing to find him, at a subsequent period of his life, when 
ambition appears to have engrossed him, endeavoring, 
though without success, to possess the humble residence 
of his youth. The patrimonial estate was Fardel, in the 
parish of Cornwood, near Plymouth ; and Smalridge, near 
Axmmstcr, is said to have belonged to his ancestors, in the 
time of Henrjr the Eighfr, but to have been sold, from the 
prodigality of. its owmK* 

The family of Rakgh at the time of his birth was greatly 
reduced in circumffnccs, and in the full experience of 


* Oldys, p, & 
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those privations which attend poverty, en^umbefCd with 
rank. No title, except that of knighthood, lmd, indeed, as 
yet given false splendor to a name which bdisted nn an- 
cient connexion with Robert of Gloucester, a natural son 
of Henry the First ; but the name of Ralegh had been one 
of some importance, and of great antiquity. Varying m 
its orthography from Rale, or Ralcga, to Ralegh, Raw- 
leigh, or Raleigh, this designation had been affixed to seve- 
ral villages and towns in Somersetshire, Dqjfcshire, and 
Essex ; and his ancestors settled m DcvonshnPbcfbre the 
Norman conquest.* Allied by marriage to the earls of 
Devon, and related to various families of their own name 
in Somersetshire and Warwickshire, the ancestors of Ra- 
legh had suffered a gradual decrease in their landed pos- 
sessions ; so that Fardel alone, of all their estates, remained 
as the inheritance of Walter Ralegh, the father of linn 
who was destined again to raise his family to distinction. 
Some memorials of ancient grandeur were still however 
preserved from the devastations of tunc or misfortune ; and 
Sir Walter received, as an heir-loom, a target, which had 
been suspended in a chapel at Smalridge consecrated to 
Saint Leonard, by one of his forefathers, m gratitude for 
deliverance from the Gaulsf ; and the records of this en- 
dowment are stated to have been afterwards presented to 
Sir Walter Ralegh by a priest of Axminster4 That tho 
origin and early piety of this ancient race were little 
known in the days of Elizabeth, until the fame of their 
celebrated descendant called them forth from obscurity, is 
evident from the anecdote which Lord Bacon relates, in 
illustration of the popular error which assigned to Ralegh 
the term “ .lack, or upstart” Queen Elizabeth was one 
day playing upori the virginals, whilst Lord Oxford and 
other admiring courtiers stood by : it happened that the 
ledge before ibe jacks had been taken away ; upon observ- 
ing which the two noblemen smiled, and, when questioned 
by the queen regarding the cause of their mirth, gave os 
the reason, “that they were amqggd to see that when jacks 
went up heads went down.”} TMttueen, notwithstanding 
tliis sarcastic allusion, hod not, hoover, in receiving Ra- 
legh into her favor, departed from he^sual rule of never 

* Cayley, p. 2. t Prince's Worthies of Devonshire, p. 530. 

X Cayley. $ Bacon's Apoththegms, No. 182. 
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admitting “ a mechanic or new man into her confidence* ; ” 
and Ralegh had, afterwards, the credit, by his deeds, of 
directing the investigation of antiquaries to the details of 
his lineage. These, as points of curious inquiry, demand 
some attention ; but are of subordinate interest in the his- 
tory of one whose very poverty and obscurity became the 
origin of his fortunes, by being the stimulus to his industry. 

That Ralegh naturally, and even commendably, prized 
the advant^w of an honorable descent, may be interred 
by the soflpudc afterwards displayed by his relative 
3 looker to define, in his dedication to him of the Chroni- 
cles of Ireland, the claims to distinction which their com- 
mon ancestry possessed ; since Hooker enjoyed the patron- 
age and friendship of his kinsman, and sought in his wri- 
tings to do him honor ; but there is no reason to suppose 
that he rested his hopes of greatness upon any basis less 
solid than that of his own merit and exertions. With the 
inconveniences of a reduced inheritance, the Hither of Sir 
Walter Ralegh experienced those attendant upon repeated 
marriages, and numerous offspring. By his first wife he 
had two sons, the elder of whom, George, became the pos- 
sessor, after his death, of Fardel ; which afterwards de- 
volved, successively, to his two brothers, the younger of 
whom, Carcw, sold his patninonia&nrOperty, and it passed 
lor ever from the family of Ralegh, ffhe mother of Ralegh, 
and the third wife of his father, was the daughter of Sir 
Philip Champernon of Modbury, and the widow of Otho 
Gilbert, a gentleman of large property, residing at Comp- 
ton, in Devon. Three children, Carew, Walter, and Mar- 
garet Ralegh, were the result of this last union ; after 
which the futher of Sir Walter resided entirely at Hayes» 
where the younger branches of the family were reared. 

It is singular that no trace is preserved, either in the let- 
ters, or by the conversation of Ralegh, of the mode and 
place of his earliest education. 

That species of biography which, by describing the pro- 
gress of intellect, affords the most important assistance, 
and, oftentimes, encourj^ment, to the young and aspiring, 
appears to haVe been^Ktle enjoyed or understood by our 
ancestors. It was thought much to preserve the name of 
the college, or everftf the university only, where a cele- 


* Jfeuntoo'f Fragments Regalia, 4to. p. S& 
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bratcd individual received his last chance of tuition : and 
the history of his previous early years, in which the bia^of 
the character is generally determined, has scarcely ever 
been transmitted to us, even by those who have been mi- 
nute and faithful annalists of the events of mature life. 
Respecting the portion of instruction which fell to Ralegh’s 
lot, it is merely known, that at sixteen he was sent to Ox- 
ford, and was entered as a commoner both at Oriel College 
and at Christ-Church, in compliance with a fltotom not un- 
usual in former times, and, probably, intend ^Pb secure the 
privilege of aspiring to orfillowship at one or other of these 
colleges * During a residence in the University of three 
years, ho devoted himself with success to the study of 
philosophy and of letters ; and, though he left Oxford without 
a degree, yet, he acquired a higher honor in obtaining 
the good opinion of Scon, who there foretold his future 
eminence.! * 

In the choice of a profession Ralegh appears to have 
been divided, for some time, between the bar and the camp. 
That he actually entered at any of our inns of court is, 
however, doubtful ; and the prevalent opinion, that lie was 
at one time a student of the Middle Temple, arose either 
from his display of^&^Mutencss on his subsequent trial, 
or from a temporajRHHice within the walls of that es- 
tablishment QueeflB&abeth, with a view, perhaps, to 
the intellectual cultuWof her young courtiers, commended 
our inns of court, and was accustomed to say, “ that they 
fitted young men for the future hence it is probable that, 
in those days of mental slavery, all who aspired to her fa- 
vor were reported to have pursued the course which she 
approved ; and that Ralegh was not unwilling, during her 
reign, to enjoy the credit of having been thus prepared for 
public life. lie is, however, affirmed by one who knew him 
well, to have' been trained, “ not part, but wholly gentle- 
man, wholly soldier;” and there appears to have been but 
little time allowed for any other plans of study, since, 
from the statement of Hooker, he spent in France “ good 
part of his youth in wars and martial services.”! In the 
circumstances of his relations Ralegh found inducements 
to a military career : his maternal unple, Henry Champer- 


* Fuller's Church History, lib. 4. and 5, fol. 104. t Oldys, p. 5. 

} Ralegh's Ghost, 4to. p. IS. and Hooker, Epiat. Ded. Bee Old jp, 0. 
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non, being an officer of some note in our armies.* At the 
request of this kinsman, Ralegh enlisted into a troop of 
gentlemen volunteers under Chompemon’s command, who 
purposed leading them into France, in order to assist the 
Protestant princes engaged in the civil wars of that coun- 
try. This adventurous band went forth on horseback, 
bearing on their colors the motto, “ Finem det mihi virlus 
They were sanctioned by the permission of Elizabeth, who 
had showafter approbation of the cause by accommodating 
the QueSRf Navarre with a sum of money, upon the 
deposit of certain jewels in the English treasury.! It is 
doubtful in what service, or with what success, the troop 
were distinguished in France ; but it appears that they 
were well received by the Queen of Navarre and the Pro- 
testant princes, and that they reamed six years in their 
employment. 

It is conjectured that, unless Asome casual leave of 
absence in England, Ralegh must fftve witnessed the mas- 
sacre of Saint Bartholomew in 1572, and shared in the 
dangers of the unfortunate Ilugonots. Perhaps, from his 
particqjation in the horrors of this scene, he imbibed that 
aversion to religious intolerance which afterwards charac- 
terized him as a senator, " ‘ ' "a was then far less 

prevalent, even among phil d intelligent men, 

that it has Jiappily proved to ^present day. What- 

ever may have been Ralegh’s p lion on tins momentous 
occasion, no actual traces of its pression on his mind re- 
main, however, in his writings, nor have been transmitted 
by his biographers ; a circumstance which may seem to 
imply his absence from the massacre, since he has alluded 
to many of Ins services m his works. It is scarcely proba- 
ble that allusions to such on exhibition of human ven- 
geance in its most appalling form would have been omitted 
by one who, in his History of the World, has frequently 
drawn a parallel between the scenes which he narrates, 
and those with which he was identified by his own experi- 
ence. 

In that monument of his genius and industry, he refers 
to his presence at the battle of Moncontour, in Poitou, and 
extols Count Lodovlc of Nassau, brother to the Prince of 
Orange, who made the retreat on that occasion, with such 

• Wpod, Atben. Oxonienaii, voU. eoU 43$. 


t Camden, p. 117. 
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resolution and prudence that he saved one half of the Pro- 
testant army, then broken and disbanded: — “of which,” 
says Ralegh, “ myself was an eye-witness, and was one of 
them that had cause to thank him for it.”* It is a fact 
equally certain, and much more important, that m three 
tumultuous scenes, Ralegh, then only in his eighteenth 
year, collected and stored up a portion of those facts and 
observations with which he afterwards enriched his Histo- 
ry of the World; a work to which the soktoer and the 
scholar, the courtier and the moralist, may r4$air both for 
instruction and delight 

In 1575 he returned to England for a few years, but soon 
resumed his military career, under Sir John Norris, m the 
Netherlands. Here he was, in all probability, engaged m 
the battle of Rimenan^n which Don John of Austria, then 
governor of the Ne®rlands for Philip the Second of 
-■i-wq Spain, was djreated ; a disgrace which that com- 

° * mander only survived two months. 

An enterprise of a new description now engaged the 
energetic mind of Ralegh. Various circumstances con- 
spired to direct his attention to the progress of maritime 
discovery ; a subject on which the imaginations of the ar- 
dent, and the specrijtartttf the busy, were then actively 
engaged. During fl^Hflast centuries, a spirit of daring 
adventure hod been wHpigcd by the splendid examples 
of Vasco di Gama a riETVff Columbus, and by the merito- 
rious, though less fortunate, exertions of Magellan, who 
lost his life before his undertaking was completed. Spain 
and Portugal, mutually jealous to obtain the earliest 
knowledge of the shortest passage to the valuable posses- 
sions of India, vied with one another in endeavoring to 
promote, throughout their respective dominions, a thirst 
for maritime g’ory. England hail borne her part in the 
emulous contention for colonial superiority, and, in common 
with her continental rivals, had, latterly, turned her at- 
tention towards the north-cast coast of America. In tho 
reign of Henry the Seventh, the island of Newfoundlands 
was discovered by a Venetian merchant, Sebastian Cabot/ 
who took the command of an English squadron. To extend 
our knowledge of this territory, and to obtain a more se- 
cure and acknowledged possession of it than had, hitherto, 

►Hilt of the World, book ▼. ebopter ii. sect. 8. edit. Load. 1887. 
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been effected, became, in the reign of Elizabeth, the ob- 
ject of .general solicitude. 

It was the fortunate lot of Ralegh, not only to possess an 
enterprising and resolute spirit, but to be connected with 
those who had the will and the power to encourage his 
rising genius. Ills relations on both sides were eminent; 
and his mother was, at a later period, authorized to make 
a bousf, rare in those days, of being the parent of five 
knights. Of these, three were the sons of her former mar- 
riage, — Sir John, Sir Humphrey, and Sir Adrian Gilbert.* 
Sir John Gilbert was shenlf and Gustos Rotulorum of tho 
county of Devon, and was a kind of oracle m those parts, 
as well as a liberal country gentleman, and benefactor to 
tho poor. Sir Adrian was scarcely less estimable, and be- 
came more famous than Ins pacit^ brother, for a patent 
which he took out for the investig^|on of the north-west 
jiassage. With tins patent, and under his auspices, the 
celebrated John Davis discovered the straits which bear 
his name. Rut the most admirable, although the most un- 
fortunate, of the three brothers, was the distinguished 
mariner, Sir Humphrey Gilbertf This good and brave 
man, although a second son, yet received from his father a 
very ample fortune; but it mother’s judicious 

care that he derived the still gHHHfevantage of an ex- 
cellent education, at Eton first, 3flj|«fterward$ at Oxford. 
Since this lady was, also, the mother of Ralegh, and had, 
by both her husbands, the credit of giving heroes to the 
world, it is not extravagant to conclude that she must her- 
self have been a woman of merit, and that the energetic 
character of her children might, in a great measure, be 
attributed to her nurture and example. 

Like Walter Ralegh, his half-brother, Sir Humphrey, 
after quitting college, had some intention of studying at 
one of the inns of court, although his favorite pursuits had 
been cosmography and navigation} : but being introduced 
to Queen Elizabeth by his aunt, Mrs. Katherine Ashley, 
one of her majesty’s waiting-women, he made so rapid a 
progress in hey favor, as soon to be preferred to a very im- 
portant command in Ireland. Here, like Ralegh, he passed 

* Note in Biographia Britannica, Life of Sir II. Gilbert, 
t There was in the reian of Henry the Seventh a famous navigator of 
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some years in an arduous and bloody service, until he had 
attained his thirty-third year; when returning to England, 
he resolved to add to the glory of his name and country by 
some important and difficult enterprise, the spirit of which 
he doubtless imbibed from the examples of the other great 
navigators of the times. 

Sir Humphrey was thirteen years older than Ralegh, 
and may be supposed to have possessed a very considerable 
influence over his mind. — Their characters were, indeed, 
in many points similar ; their views and pursuits were the 
same : both were enthusiastic, aspiring, patriotic ; and both 
were unfortunate. The device which the elder brother 
adopted early in his career might have been used, also, by 
his successor in the paths of fame : it represented Mars 
and Mercury joined by a cross, with this motto , — Quid 
non J alluding to the pdWer which is acquired by a strong 
determination to unite pursuits the most dissimilar, and to 
conquer difficulties. 

Successful in the field, and bold and impressive in the 
House of Commons, in which he sat as representative for 
Plymouth, Sir Humphrey, about the period when Ralegh 
had made his first essay in military operations, began to 
revolve in his mind the practicability of making out a 
north-west voyage to tta East Indies. The existence of 
such a passage was fim discovered by him by means of 
his mathematical knowledge, and a scientific and perspicu- 
ous treatise written in support of his arguments ;* but ho 
was destined never to enjoy the honor of executing the 
project which he had conceived : it was, however, com- 
pleted after his? death, as we have seen, by his brother, 
Adrian Gilbert 

1578 Deferring for a time the commencement of this im- 

' portant cheme, Sir Humphrey obtained permission 
of the queen to plant and inhabit certain parts of North 
America, which were not occupied by any of her allies. t 
In this undertaking, which was professedly for the exten- 
sion of the Christian faith, he wib joined by Ralegh, from 
motives probably mingled, ambition, desire .of gain, and 
ardor for distinction, being, perhaps, his first inducements. 

For this and similar expeditions, not courage only, but 
capital, was required. Elizabeth, at the beginning of her 


Hakluyt's Voy. lil. p. II. 


t Birch. 
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reign, possessed seventeen ships of war only, and the rest 
of the British navy, which e fleeted afterwards such glorious 
achievements, was composed either of* ships supplied by 
Bristol, Barnstuple, or other commercial towns, of vessels 
lured by the queen, or furnished by the company of mer- 
chant adventurers, by the city of London, or even by pri- 
vate individuals.* The share which Ralegh had in the 
risk or profits of his first voyage to Newfoundland, was, 
probably, confined to his personal participation m its dan- 
gers; for, at this early period, ho had little to venture 
in any enterprise, lie joined his kinsman with several 
other gentlemen, but circumstances were adverse to their 
success. Many who had promised to assist them with men 
and ships failed in their engagements. They set out with 
two sail only ; one of which, after various perils, was lost 
in an unfortunate engagement with the Spaniards; and 
Kalcigh, after encountering dangers which would havo 
disheartened a man of a less sanguine temperament, re- 
turned to England, not to relax into inaction, but to point 
his exertions towards other objects, lie soon found em- 
ployment for his active temperament in a school of military 
science, similar to thut in which his brother-in-law hail been 
already trained. The situation of England, with respect to 
neighboring countries, afforded to her young, half-civilized, 
and warlike nobility, a constant and yet varied school of mili- 
tary science, the favorite study as well of a barbarous as of 
a corrupt age. France, the Netherlands, and especially Ire- 
land, gave continual occupation to her armies, and prevented 
the courtiers who thronged around the queen from becoming 
exclusively the indolent minions of her vanity. The Irishry, 
as they were vulgarly called, were with difficulty kept 
even m the semblance of subjection; and disturbances, 
succeeded by actual rebellion, were the incessant results 
of the attempts which Elisabeth made to introduce, by 
force, the reformed religion into the sister kingdom. In- 
deed, being, as Camden describes them, “ on uncivill peo- 
ple, and the more prone to superstition,** it required a fur 
greater military force than the parsimonious expenditure 
of the queen Allowed, to prevent the frequent recurrence 
of such broils during the whole of her reign. New troubles 
had now arisen ; and a plot, commenced in 1570, at the 
instigation of Philip the Second, m order to place the natu- 


* Campbell's British Admirals, vol. i. pi 441. 
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?al son of Pope Gregory the Thirteenth on the throne of 
Ireland, was revived under a more threatening aspect. 
The invaders, composed partly of Spaniards, partly of Ital- 
ians, landed under the command of an officer named San 
Joseph, at Smenvich, in Kerry, where they erected a fort, 
to which they gave the imposing designation, “ Del Oro.”* 
It was at this crisis that Ralegh obtained a commission, 
under Lord Grey of Wilton, then Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
a nobleman of considerable abilities, sullied, unhappily, by 
cruelty. The principal services in which Ralegh joined, 
were performed under the command of Thomas, earl of 
Ormond, Governor of Munster, whom he assisted in quell- 
ing the rebellion in that province. The conduct of the 
young soldier, although commended for valor, was yet dis- 
graced by a degree of barbarity scarcely to bo excused in 
earlier times than those in which he lived. Having Bur- 
prised the rebels at Rakele, he observed one of the prison- 
ers laden with withies. To the inquiry what he meant to 
have done with these, the undaunted reply was given, “ To 
have hung up the English churls.” Ralegh, unmoved by 
the hardihood of the unfortunate man, caused him to be in- 
stantly strangled with his own withies, and ordered his 
companions to be treated in a similar manner, f This con- 
duct, which presents not the only charge of cruelty with 
which the memory of Ralegh has been taxed, appears, 
however, to have been approved by the Lord Deputy, who, 
like the other English commanders of the period, regarded 
the Irish rather as a race of wild and noxious animals that 
ought to be exterminated, than as human beings, subjects 
of the same monarch, children of one heavenly Father, and 
creatures capable of being reclaimed from error and turbu- 
lence by mild and just, yet vigilant, measures. The dis- 
position evinced by Ralegh towards this wretched people 
proves ho w fn\'iently scenes of bloodshed obliterate, for a 
time, virtuous dipositions and the convictions of philosophi- 
cal reasoning. Ralegh was, indeed, brought by adversity 
and reflection to spp the folly, the guilt, and the shame of 
those pursuits, however skilfully conducted, which en- 
croach upon the happiness of our follow-mcVi. Stripping 
away the false colors in which the prejudices of education 


* Rapin, vo! vii. p 404. Gordon’s Hist Ireland, vol. i p 373. 
t Birch's Life of Raleigh, front Hooker's Supplement of the Chroniclo 
of Ireland, in Holinshed, fol. 167. » 
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and the ardor of youth had once arrayed the mighty con- 
querors of the earth, Ralegh has left his testimony to the 
great truth, tlmt we shall one day cast off our false notions 
of glory, separated from virtue, as pernicious and grovel- 
ling delusions. “And as certainly,” says he, “as fame 
hath often boon dangerous to the living, so is it to the dead 
ofcno use at all, because separate from knowledge : which 
were it otherwise, and the extreme ill bargain of buying this 
lasting discourse understood by them which' are dissolved, 
they themselves would then rather have wished to have stolen 
out of the world without noise, than to be put ih mind that 
they have purchased the report of their actions in the world 
by rapine, oppression, and cruelty, — by giving in spoil the 
innocent and laboring soul to the idle and indolent, and by 
having emptied the cities of the world of their ancient in- 
habitants, and filled them aguin with so many and so variable 
sorts of sorrows.”* Such were the sentiments of Ralegh, 
when in confinement, old age, and sorrow, he awoke to the 
feelings of nature, and yielded to the dictates of reason. 

Meanwhile, the season of his youth was oecupicd in 
furthering those designs which, m his later days, he justly 
execrated and contemned. Ills zeal in the queen’s service 
was rewarded by an appointment to command in the siege 
of Del Oro. By this post the Spanish vessels were enabled 
readily to bring supplies to the insurgents, and it was con- 
sequently of the utmost importance. It soon fell before the 
assaults of the English, who, under the command of Admi- 
ral Winter, invaded it by sea, and, by land, under that of 
Jiord (hey, while Ralegh fought with great valor in the 
trenches. Such was the barbarous policy of the I /ml 
Deputy that, although the garrison surrendered, yet the 
greater part were slaughtered ; and to Ralegh, ™ p 
and to another officer who first entered within the 1057 
costlo, the execution of the iniquitous task was 
intrusted. 

Unwearied with this terrible service, Ralegh remained 
at Cork during the winter, and occupied this season of re- 
pose from military toils, in watching the mast conspicuous 
individuals amongst the rebels, and m harassing those 
whose wealth rendered them desirable prizes to the Eng- 
lish government Cruel, indeed, were the dissensions of 


* Hist, of the World. Concluaion. 
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that period, when the fear of Ralegh's unrelenting and 
destructive hand impelled the Lord Barry to burn his cas- 
tle at Barrymore rather than leave it in the possession of 
his bloodthirsty and rapacious enemies. Among the peril- 
ous services in which Ralegh wus engaged, the seizure of 
Lord Roche, a powerful insurgent nobleman, may bo con- 
sidered as a remarkable instance of his valor and address 
To dispel the formidable confederacy m which Roche was 
engaged, he offered to bring him, with his family, before 
the Earl of Ormond, at Cork. This design appeared im- 
practicable, from the numerous partisans of the rebel chief- 
tain, scouring the country in bands, or infesting it in am- 
buscades. But Ralegh stole a night march, with great 
secrecy and alacrity ; and partly by manmuvre, partly by 
force, effected an entrance into the very halls of the enemy. 
Here he was tempted, by the proffered hospitality of the 
Irish nobleman, to waive the purpose of his visit. He par- 
took, indeed, of an entertainment, but when it was con- 
cluded, avowed his resolution to oblige his host to return 
with him as a prisoner. Lord Roche, finding resistance 
useless, consented to accompany him, declaring that he 
would prove himself innocent of the charges brought 
against him. He found, however, that the young Eng- 
lishman was resolved on carrying him to Cork by night, 
notwithstanding the natural perils of the road, and those 
which were prepared for them by the vigilant and active 
Irish rebels. Regardless of these sources of danger, Ralegh 
and his prisoners went forth, sheltered by the obscurity of 
the night from the attacks of the rebels, but exposed to 
fatal accidents from the rocks and hills, which, in a country 
scarcely civilized, presented incessant obstacles to a safe 
journey. Many of his soldiers were severely hurt, and 
one of them killed by repeated falls ; but Ralegh forgot his 
troubles when he presented to the Lord Ormond, on the 
following day, his important prizes. The most satisfactory 
result of the affair was, that Lord Roche was honorably 
acquitted, and that he afterwards conducted himself as a 
faithfUl subject* 

On the departure of Lord Ormond for England, Ralegh 
was intrusted with the government of Munster, in con- 
junction with two other officers.! In this situation ho con- 
tinued until the spring of the year 1582, when, upon the 

* Oldys, 48. t Spenser's View of the State of Ireland. 
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subjugation of the principal rebels, he returned to England ; 
desirous, probably, to walk in the sunshine of that court, 
the splendor of which, independent of any substantial ad- 
van 1 ages, attracted an ardent and ambitious mind. 

R ilcgli was now in his thirtieth year. Few persons have 
entered public life with advantages of mind and person equal 
to those which he possessed. Few sovereigns have known 
better how to prize both mental and external attributes than 
the vain but discerning Elizabeth. The features of Sir 
Walter Ralegh are said to have been moulded with the ut- 
most symmetry, and the outline of manly beauty to have 
pervaded the whole countenance. He had a noble and ca- 
pacious forehead, an eye beaming with intelligence, soften- 
ed with the shadows of profound thought. Such at least 
is the impression conveyed by the most favorable portraits 
of tins gifted man : these differ, however, greatly, and one 
may almost imagine to trace the changes that mark the gra- 
dations from youthful ardor to the cares of maturity, from 
the cares of Jus maturity to the sorrows, perplex ities, and 
infirmities of his old ago. The person of Ralegh was ad- 
mirably proportioned, and dignified, his height be.ng nearly 
six feet.* Thus he united every attribute of grace with 
strength, and doubtless with expression : for it is impossible 
that such a mind as his should not have imparted a power 
of fascination, of which even ail ordinary countenance is 
susceptible when illuminated with genius, and consequently 
with sensibility. These natural advantages were import- 
ant circumstances in the eyes of Elizabeth, who frequently 
selected the objects of her regard from trivial motives, but 
retained them in her favor only as she found their talents 



attire. Many of lus garments were adorned with jewels, 
according to the richest fashions of the day, and his armor 
was so costly and curious, that it was preserved, for its ra- 
rity, in the Tower. In one of his portraits he is repre- 
sented in this armor which was of silver richly ornamented, 
and his sword and belt studded with diamonds, rubies, and 
pearls. In amither, he chose to be depicted in a white 
satin pinked vest, surrounded with a brown doublet, flow- 
ered, and embroidered with pearls ; and on his head a little 


* Oldys, 145. 
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black feather, with a large ruby and pearl drop to confine 
the loop in place of a button.* These, it may be said, were 
no extraordinary proofs of costly expenditure in dress, in 
days when it was tl^ boast of Vilhers duke of Bucking- 
ham, to be “yoked and manacled” in ropes of pearl, and to 
carry on his cloak and suit alone, diamonds to the value of 
eighty thousand pounds : but the duke was rather a cour- 
tier than a statesman, and was little else ; whilst Ralegh, 
as a man of science, of letters, and of martial reputation, 
might have been supposed worthy of deriving reputation 
from higher sources without the necessity of descending to 
the trivial competitions of dress. It is not to bo supposed 
that any of the fair sex could be insensible to this trait of 
character in the accomplished Ralegh ; and abundant proofs 
have shown, that tlio wise and wary Elizabeth prized then* 
adventitious attributes os highly as the weakest and vainest 
of her attendants. She received therefore, with compla- 
cency and surprise, the adroit flattery of Ralegh, who, 
meeting the queen near a marshy spot threw off the mag- 
nificent mantle winch he wore, and cast it on the ground. 
This anecdote, which is generally related of tin .r hr^t 
meeting, if not true, is at least characteristic. He soon 
received encouragement even from the pen of the queen. 
He is related to have written upon a window, whic h she 
could not fail to pass, this line : “ Fain would J climb, hm 
yet fear I to fall which received from he h L »id of J21./a- 
beth this reply, “ If thy heart fail thee, climb no- at id] ”*f 
To her masculine shrewdness, the queen united me sen- 
timents of romance which would have accorded with a 
gentler nature. She commended poetry, especially when 
addressed to nerself, although she allowed the illustrious 
Spenser to languish in poverty. Ralegh, like many men 
of genius, in youth expended the exuberance of a power- 
ful mind in verses which add but little honor to his great 
name, except as they show the versatility of his talents, 
and the enthusiasm of his sentiments. Early in life ho 
wrote commendatory stanzas to Gascoigne’s “ Steel Glass” 
dated from the Temple: the “ Silent Lover” and the 
“ Excuse ,” followed at intervals ; but the only masterly 

* Oldya, 145. Note in Ibid, from a MS. in Iiarlcian. B. II. 90. c. 7 
fol. 472. 
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poem “ The Farewell” and most of his admirable prose 
works, wore not composed till the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century. 

But though the graces and accomplishments of Ralegh 
might amuse the fancy of Elizabeth, they could not win 
her confidence, which was never thoughtlessly nor indis- 
criminately bestowed. She soon become sensible of tho 
acuteness of his understanding, in the progress of a dis- 
pute which was argued between him and Lord Grey, in 
presence of the council. The grounds of this quarrel have 
not transpired, and have been variously represented; but 
the merits of Ralegh’s cause may be implied, from his gam- 
ing a decision m ms favor against the veteran soldier and 
btal esrnnn. 

’Phis circumstance made a great impression upon the 
public, who probably expected a different result : but merit, 
at courts without patronage, resembles a fine plant in an 
ungeuial soil. Yet were there some generous spirits who 
P'-i/'t 1 Ralegh’s attainments, and sought to male others 
pmo them also; such was Sir Philip Sidney, the tirst Eng- 
lish coin; nor it that ever received the offer of a foreign 
c’ovn J -nt ’.at he was calculated to ascend the throne 
r 4 mi o v * scarcely more honorable to him, than thte 
n nlc't unanimously by his contemporaries, os 
tin • 1 ... Ku^.uh gentlemen ; the soldier perfected 

w*> ■ by t/i.r fian principles, which men in those 

tuir. «: mueed *.* latter days, have strange 1) thought 
mcouc *<ib!e wit i# .'Mirlike pursuits. 

A* or** *■’ vorod by the circumstances of his birth than Ra- 
l ,, gh» «o I- * as advancement at court was concerned, Sid- 
ney l ' i arrived an education somewhat similar to that 
of hih lrlond, had passed through the sarne scenes, and had 
participated in the same interests. There was, however, a 
wide discrepancy between their fortunes, and the apparent 
chance which each possessed of being numbered among 
tho fortunate and great of their nation. The father of 
Sidney, the early companion of Edward VI., and succes- 
sively the trussed servant of Queen Mary and of Elizabeth, 
had means of promoting the elevation of his son, of which 
the remote situation, -and reduced estate, of Ralegh’s fa- 
ther, prohibited the expectation. Brought up from his 
cradle to anticipate the patronage of sovereigns, and re- 
ceiving his very Christian name from Philip of Spain, 
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young Sidney was sent, after college, to perfect his educa- 
tion by intercourse with foreign nations ; but with difficulty 
escaped the horrors of the massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
by taking refuge in the house of Sir Francis Walsingham, 
then our ambassador at the court of Charles IX. It is not 
improbable, that during this eventful visit to France, lna 
intimacy with Ralegh was formed, a tie which was never 
relinquished until annihilated by the early death of 
Sidney. 

Entering thus into life with such unequal prospects of 
success, these highly-gifted youths were, however, en- 
dowed severally with a proportion of intellectual power, 
which made the balance even. Much may be allowed for 
the necessity fbr arduous exertion, which m the one case 
might reasonably be supposed to have stimulated a mind 
capable naturally of strong efforts. But the talents of Sir 
Philip Sidney were rather elegant than powerful, and the 
character of his mind* that of generous enthusiasm rather 
than of determined perseverance. He was formed, indeed, 
more for the ornament and the idol than lor the benefit of 
society, and was more the hero of romance than the bene- 
factor of Ins country. Nurtured, also, in the bosom of 
prosperity, and having his fortunes created by his father, 
Sidney hud not the patience to brook those nritations, nor 
the art to conceal those natural emotions winch are gene- 
rally suppressed at courts. ITis romance of the Arcadia* 
was composed, as it is well known, in a season of retirement, 
occasioned by an affront given to his jealous notions of 
honor. That very composition, unduly extolled in his own 
time and too greatly depreciated in ours, bespeaks a mind 
more repli tc with poetical associations than strong in origi- 
nal genius, or polished by sedulous culture. 

Endowed, however, with enough of Ralegh’s spirit and 
attainment* to prize and to comprehend Jum ; and display- 
ing an exemption from the meaner passions, and a degree 
of disinterestedness which rendered him, m a moral point 
of view, far superior to his friend ; Sidney possessed means 
and opportunities of assisting his young associate in his 
progress to fame ; and he is supposed to have generously 
availed himself of them by introducing him to the Earl of 
Leicester, uncle, on the maternal side, to Sidney* The 

* Sir Henry Sulnry married Mary, eldest daughter of John Dudley 
Duke of Northumberland. 
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personal credit of Sidney was at this time great with Eliz- 
abeth, but his influence through Leicester was still more 
considerable. Never were there characters so dissimilar, 
os those of the uncle and nephew, who were united, not 
only by ties of consanguinity, but by an affectionate confi- 
dence on the part of Sidney, whose spirited work in de- 
fence of his relative against the libel entitled Leicester’s 
Commonwealth, was both an acceptable tribute to the earl, 
and a proof of Sidney’s devotion to that nobleman. 

The empire of Leicester at court was, at this time, gene- 
rally considered us indisputable. The object rather of 
Elizabeth’s passionate admiration than of her affection, 
Leicester had long held an imperious sway over the pri- 
vate regards of that princess. Her attachment to him has 
been a subject of wonder to contemporaries and to pos- 
terity. Ills merits as a statesman and commander were 
doubtful, his crimes were more than suspected.* Unhap- 


* If is guilt, with regard to the death of Amy Robert li.c wife, was 
ho generally believed, that a universal sensation of horror .it tended the 
preaching ol her funeral sermon at Oxford, by one of la ulsters chnp- 
lams, who, instead of saying as lie intended, “this J.iuv so pitifully 
killed," slipped out the word “ murdered," a mistake whteh confirmed 
the general opinion, mid that her falling down the sLairs of Cumnor 
Hail “ without hurting of her hood," was not accidental — See Osborne's 
Trail Memoirs of Queen FAizaheth , vol IS* note 

This Indy, Amy Kubsarl, was the daughter of Bir John Robsart, and 
was f great lien ess Her death happened in 15410, at a period when he 
was thought likely to umpire to the favor of two queens. Mary of Scot* 
and Elizabeth tty the inquest held upon her body, John VK nfjiole, Esq , 
ancestor to th* earl of Walpole, was found to be the rightful heir to her 
estate Those who are curious, to know more of her mysterious history 
should consult Aubrey's Antiquities of Berkshire, vol i p 14!), from 
which Osborne has prohrbly borrowed the foregoing anecdote. 

This unfortunate Indy was not, perhaps, the most to be pitied of Lei* 
center's victims Sir Walter Scott has blended into his admirable, but 
heart-rending, novel of Kenilworth, her story with that of Douglas How- 
ard, Lady Sheffield, whose first husband died suddenly of a severe cold, 
called by the scandalous “ Leicester's iheuin ” This lady bore Leicester 
a son and a daughter, but lie sedulously kept their supposed marriage a 
secret, allowing her, at the same time, to be served ob a countess in her 
chamber, and subscribing himself her "loving husband" After this, 
when he publicly niarued the countess dowager of Essex (whose husband 
it was reported he hud also poisoned), these two ladies were styled Lord 
Jjcicestcr’s two “testaments," Lady Sheffield being the old, and Lady 
Essex the new- JMu$ firet wife still asserting her rlaims, he had an in- 
terview with her in an arbor in Greenwich Gardens, where, in the pres- 
ence of witnesses, hu offered her -£?(K1 a-year to de.sist from her attacks ; 
but she still persisting, he carried his vengeance upon her so far, she 
was obliged for protection to accept the hand of Sir Edward Stafford ; 
offering as an excuse for this virtual renunciation of her clainifl, that 
ahe had had potions given her w'hich took away her hair and naifc 
(Biografhia, art. Dudley.) With all this, Leicester assumed the air of a 
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pily for his country, his brilliant career had obliterated the 
impression which his dark deeds had made upon the public 
mind, and had silenced the imputations of cowardice some- 
times cast upon him. Yet, in the language of one who 
personally knew him, Ijeicester was esteemed to be “ more 
of Mercury than of Mars/,”* and while the partiality of 
Elizabeth induced her to intrust him with commissions of 
the greatest importance, he never had the confidence of 
the people, f It is doubtful whether he also possessed tiie 
respect of Elizabeth in so great a degree ns her conduct 
towards him seemed to imply. Her infatuation for him 
was devoid of that delicate and confiding attachment 
which alone can give stability to such tics. This was ap- 
parent after his death, when, with an avidity natural to 
her coarse mind, she seized upon a portion of his goods, 
which were offered to public sale, in order to repay herself 
for some debt due to her from the deceased nobleman. t 
While to the world she appeared wholly devoted to Lei- 
cester, it is probable that the earl, who knew the female 
character well, may have been conscious of the insecurity 
of his station m her regard, and of the hollowness of that 
affection which followed him not to the tomb. This secret 
perception rendered him peculiarly sensible to the dread 
of rivalship. When Ralegh first appeared at court, the 
gleams of royal favor were sometimes supposed to fall 
abundantly upon the avowed enemy of Leicester, Ilunsdon, 
earl of Sussex, a stout English peer, whose influence over 
Elizabeth showed how often the same character may bo 
acted upon by qualities totally opposite : lor Sussex was 
honest, and therefore fearless, proud of his relationship to 
the queen, and of his descent from a long line of illustrious 
Fitzwaltcrs ; and on that account more acceptable to the 
people than Leicester, whose lineage recalled the recol- 
lection of tlm Dudley, the detested agent of Henry the 
Seventh. Too unguarded for a courtier, and too unbend- 
ing for a favorite, Sussex felt all his life the ascendency of 

■Hint. “ I never/’ says Naunton, 11 saw letters more seeming religious 
than bis.” 

* Nairn ton's Regalia, p. 14. 

f The diplomatic corps ought to be much indebted to bim, as having 
been the first to assume, when ambassador in the Low Countries, the 
high-sounding title of 11 Excellency.”— Btographia, noU. 

I Note in Hume, 8vo. vol. v. p. 317. 
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1 .eicester, and on his death-hod, bade his friends beware 
of “ the Gipsy a name which he had given to the earl, 
and then esteemed to be one of peculiar opprobrium* : so 
equally poised, indeed, was the apparent influence which 
] .eiccstcr and Sussex were supposed to possess at court, 
that the introduction of Ralegh to the especial notice of 
the queen has been attributed to both these noblemen. It 
was not, however, long, before Leicester began to dread 
Jus advances, and determined to oppose Ins career by the 
introduction of a now rival. Tins was Robert Dovereux, 
carl of Essex, a man far inferior to Ralegh in natural abili- 
ties, and in cultivation of mind ; but gifted with disposi- 
tions far too generous and noble for the part which he had to 
perform in life. Various circumstances conspired to estab- 
lish Essex as the idol of the people, and of his sovereign ; 
and Ralegh found it, perhaps, difficult to forgive the suc- 
cess which frustrated his own rise to greatness. Yet, 
whilst the prosperity of Ralegh was less dazzling, it was 
more secure than that of the unfortunate Esse\. Sincere 
and well-intentioned, yet vain, presumptuous and self- 
willed, the faults of Essex operated chiefly to ills own in- 
jury, and even his virtues appeared to add to the dangers 
by which ho was surrounded. Ills popularity was greater 
than that of any British nobleman of his tunc, and was the 
fOLirco of much ill-will towards him, on the part of many 
of his equals; Ralegh, on the other hand, eitJior avoided 
public applause, as dangerous, or disregarded i? as unim- 
portant “ Seek not to be Essex, shun to be Ralegh," was 
the wise counsel of the elder J/ord Burleigh to his son; 
thus designating those persons as representing the two ex- 
tremes of popularity and of public aversion. Yet Essex and 
Ralegh both died upon a scaffold : so difficult is it to steer 
cle.ir of the quicksands on which despotism hurries its 
victims. 

In 15H3, Ralegh was employed by Queen Elizabeth to 
attend Simior, the agent of the Duke of Anjou, in his ad- 
dresses to Elizabethan his return to France ; and afterwards 
to attend the duke to Antwerp.! The Queen accompanied 
her foreign fAiitor as far as Canterbury, and commanded 
certain of her nubility to continue their attendance upon 
the Duke, until they reached the Netherlands. J It has 

• baunton, p. 15. t Cayley, i. p. 43. J Camden's Eliz. 242. 
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been asserted, in the famous work entitled Leicester’s 
Commonwealth, that the Karl, to revenge himself on Si- 
mier for the discovery of Ins marriage to Queen Elizabeth, 
employed pirates to sink the Frenchman and his compan- 
ions at sea, but that they were prevented by some English 
vessels. If this assertion were true, Ralegh must have 
shared in the perils thus priq>ared for Sinner.*' 

Dissatisfied, probably with the routine of a courtier’s 
life, and aware that Ins real credit was best to be promoted 
by exertion, Ralegh soon evinced impatience to be again 
in action; and resolved to make a second voyage to New- 
foundland, m conjunction with Sir Humphrey Gilbert, m 
which his personal services should bo employed. Willi 
this intention, he built a ship of tu'o hundred tons ; named 
it the Bark Ralegh; equipped it for the voyage, in which 
lie purposed acting as vice-admiral; Sir Humphrey being 
the general of the expedition. This respected commander 
was, in fact, the very soul of the undertaking, which, by 
Ins credit alone, received contributions of ships, men, and 
money, from new ml venturers in the voyage to Newfound- 
land. Encouraged by the assistance of lus iheiids, Sir 
Humphrey was assured also of the Queen's regard, by her 
presenting him, as a token of her approbation, with a small 
anchor of beaten gold, with a large peail at the peak, an 
ornament which he wore ever afterwards at Ins breast. In 
the patent which Her Majesty lmd granted to him lor the 
discovery of foreign parts, a clause was inserted, by which 
it was rendered void if, at the end of six years, no new 
possession were gaincd.f It was therefore of importance, 
that no unnecessary delay should impede the departure of 
Sir Humphrey and his associates for those remote regions, 
which they fondly hoped to add to the British colonies. 

The fleet assembled, upon this occasion, consisted of 
five sail, am 1 the united ofliceis and crews amounted to 
two hundred and sixty men. Among these were artificers 
of every kind, besides miners and gold refiners ; nor were 
they, according to the account of Captain Hayes', of all the 
commanders the only one who returned from Newfound- 
land to relate the sad disasters of this fatal Voyage, desti- 
tute of “Musike in good vanety: not omitting the least 
toyes, as Morris dancers, hobby-horse, and day-like con- 


* Camd. year 1582. 


t Biog. art. Gilbert. 
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ceits, to delight the savage people, whom we intended to 
wmne by all fair means possible.”* 

The Bark Ralegh, which was the largest vessel of the 
expedition, set sail from Plymouth on the 11th of June 9 
15K3, but had not been many days at sea, before it 
was discovered that a contagious fever had seized locw * 
the whole crew; and Ralegh, with its captain and crew, 
were obliged to return to harbor. Providence appears, 
however, m this event, to have atlorded peculiar protection 
to the ship, and to its commander. Ralegh had indeed the 
mortification of leaving Sir Humphrey Gilbert to finish the 
enterprise without lum. That gallant officer reached 
Newfoundland, of which, by the usual form of digging up 
a tin f, and receiving it with a hazel wand, he took posses- 
sion, in right of the discovery made by Cabot : planted the 
first British colony there, discovered a silver mine, divided 
some portion of the lands among his followers, and began 
hi* voyage* home, m the joyful expectation of further en- 
couragement from Queen Elizabeth. f But this brave man 
wns destined never to return to his native coun'ry. The 
ship m which lie had stored the silver ore, winch lie de- 
signed to show as a specimen, was lost ; and, before he had 
passed the Azores, tempestuous weather and terrible seas 
sank the spirits of the sailors, who, in the true spirit of the 
superstitious fears to which they arc prone, reported that 
they had heard strange voices in the night, scaring them 
from the helm. Even the principal officers wer»* alarmed 
for the safety of Sir Humphrey, who had imprudently 
chosen to sail in the Squirrel, a small frigate. In vam did 
his friends entreat, him to change Jus vessel, and to come 
on bon rd the Hinde, the largest ship of the squadron. 
The honor of the dauntless Sir Gilbert had, unhappily, 
been touched by the imputation of cowardice, a report 
false, as it was cruel. He jiersisted therefore in remaining 
at his post saying, “ I will not desert my little company, 
with whom I have passed so many storms and perils nor 
would he remain on board the Jlinde, except for a short 
time, for the pprposc of a convivial meeting with the offi- 
cers, their last interview ; and they parted, agreeing that 
all the captains should give orders to hang out lights at 


* Hakluyt, ill 140. 

^ Hakluyt a Voyages, folio 150 ; also Camden, Eliz. 402. 
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night. Meanwhile the dangers thickened; the oldest 
manners declared that they had never witnessed such 
sens ; the winds changing incessantly, the waves, in the 
simple language of a spectator, “ breaking high, and pyra- 
mid-wise.” The hearts of the most courageous were ap- 
palled by a meteor, common in storms, winch the seamen 
consider to he an apparition of lat-il inqiort, and which 
they call “ Castor and Pollux.” Once, the anxious com- 
pany of the Huulc beheld the fn irate nearly cast away; 
then again it approached them, and they saw Sir J lum- 
phrey sitting on the mainmast, with a lxiok m his hand, ex- 
claiming, as he regarded Ins companions in distress, “ We 
are as near heaven by water as by land.” Suddenly the 
lights were extinguished; those who kept watch cried 
aloud that all was over, and, in the morning, the frigate 
was beheld no more. 4 Thus died one, who was a loss, not 
only to the active service of his country, but to the inter- 
ests of nautical science. I hs principal work, “ A Discourse 
to prove the Existence of a Vassuge by the north-west, to 
Cathaia and the East Indies,” is written, according to the 
opinion of competent judges, with accuracy, perspicuity, 
and arrangement. In another treatise, he suggested the 
invention of a spherical instrumc nt, tor the better know- 
ledge of the longitude, and amended the usual errors of Sea- 
cards, f But he has been erroneously confounded with his 
namesake, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who, in the reign of 
Henry the Seventh, made several voyages of discovery, 
projected the passage of Cathaia, and marie many valuable 
maps and charts, which were long preserved in White- 
hall.!: 

The pursuits, acquirements, and principles of action of 
Sir Humphrey, may be presumed to have been imitated by 
his young relative, Ralegh, who improved upon Ins schemes, 
and in many respects seems to have imbibed his sentiments. 
It was not only the precept of Sir Humphrey, but his rule 

t conduct, “ That he is not worthy to live at all, who, tor 
r or danger of death, shunneth his country’s service, or 
his own honor; tor death is inevitable, and fiyno immortal.” 
In consonance with tins noble maxim, but exercising it 
perhaps too rigidly, he perished. 

* See Mr Edward Hayes’ narrative, Hakluyt, vol hi. 143 to 159. 
t Note in Biogiaphia. J Note in Oldys, p. £2. 
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The details of the voyage were brought home by the 
captain of the llmde, which readied England in safety ; 
but Ralegh, though grieved at the loss of Ins friend and 
associate, lost no tune in forming schemes for a fresh un- 
dertaking ; and, m consequence of a representation winch 
lie laid before the (Juecn and council, he obtained letters 
patent, empowering him to “discover such remote, heathen, 
and bnrbarous lands as were not actually possessed by any 
Christian, nor inhabited by uny Christian people.” f?o in- 
distinct were the notions which even the most cultivated 
minds, m this country, at tli.it time, entertained of geogra- 
phy, that, m tins and m some other patents of that period, 
there was neither mention of any particular part of the 
globe, nor of any latitude or longitude fixed for the planta- 
tion promised.* 

That the entire merit of this project is due to Ralegh, is 
a matter of considerable doubt, in conjunction with Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert, he has the merit of being the first Eng- 
lish adventurer that took out moil as settlers to foreign re- 
gions; hut it has been supposed, with some appearance of 
probability, that Sir Humphrey's first expedition was di- 
rected to that particular territory which re* uived the name 
of Virginia. For, in r die house of Ralegh Gilbert, lltffem 
of the unfortunate general, was a picture coiyoctunPto 
have been intended tor Sir Humphrey, holding in one hand 
a gen rial’s staff! and resting the other upon a globe, with 
the word Virginia inscribed on it, whilst the noted golden 
anchor is seen suspended from his dross.f It has been 
also surmised, that the name of Virginia was applied to 
that country some years previous to the enterprise for 
which Ralegh obtained letters patent. It is evident that 
the plan had been a considerable tune in agitation, from 
the promptitude with which Ralegh began it; a degree of 
dispatch which it would have begi scarcely possible to 
have adopted, m a novel and undigested .scheme. 

It is said that the favorite studies of Ralegh’s 
were the discoveries of Columbus, and the histonesj 
conquests of Piznrro, Fernando Cortes, and of olhcnflS 
ish adventurers in the reign of Charles V.J With this^ 
culiar direction of his ideas and hopes, it might almost 


* Anderson's History of Commerce, vol n. p. 1.18 
t See note, Oldys, answered in Biogruptua, art. Gilbert. f Oldys, S3. 
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have been expected, that he would have Bought a persona* 
participation in those exertions which his enthusiastic tem- 
per might consider as certain to lead to glory. But the 
recent death of his relation, and the variety of his civil oc- 
cupations, together with his present want of experience in 
navigation, account for his intrusting nis arduous specula- 
tions m other hands. 

The project was eminently successful. Ralegh had as- 
certained from pilots and other seamen who had sailed in 
Spanish vessels to Mexico, that, on returning, as tiiey 
usually did, by the llavannali mid the Gulf of Florida, a 
continued coast on the north-west had been observed : and, 
adding to this information the fact, that the Spaniards had 
hitherto settled only on the middle and southern parts of 
America, lie formed the natural conclusion that there were 
yet vast tracts to the north undiscovered. We all know 
that Ins conjecture was true to a much greater extent than 
he probably conceived. 

The risk on tins scheme was entirely his own : he fitted 
out two vessels, and intrusting them to the charge of able 
commanders, dispatched them by the Canaries and West 
Indies, then the usual route to North America. The two 
canons, after a passage of more than two months, reached 
thSoulf of Florida ; and, landing on the island of Woko- 
ken, took formal possession in the name of their Queen 
and making acquaintance with the natives of that region, 
brought two of them back to England. On their return, 
they imparted so favorable a report of the climate and soil, 
that Elizabeth was induced to listen to the plan of settling 
a colony there ; and Ralegh was commanded to name the 
new acquisition Virginia, in honor of his sovereign. Tins 
appellation was since given to all the coasts of North 
America upon which the English afterwards colonized. 
The part disco ered bjdRalegh is now called Carolina.* 
various successitqfvoyages under Adrian Gilbert and 
kchard Grenville, the fame of Ralegh’s discovery of 
was kept alive in the public inind ; and, at length, 
p of a hundred and seven persons, amonjj whom was 
foot the mathematician, was established at mmnok, in 
Virginia. Shortly afterwards, Ralegh, having joined the 
celebrated Davis and other public-spirited persons, in an 

* Stevenson '0 Historical Sketch of the Progress of Discovery, p. 356. 
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association for the discovery of the north-west passage to 
China, he had the good iortuiic to be concerned in the 
investigation of Davis’ Straits ; and Mount llalegh, near 
that important channel, was named as a tribute of respect 
to him.* 

Ralegh was now in the zenith of his prosperity. His first 
expedition to Virginia was rewarded by knighthood, a dis- 
tinction winch Elizabeth prized so highly, that when im- 
portuned to raise one of her courtiers from a knight to a 
baron, she declared that she “thought him above it 
already.”! Rich prizes and important captures were car- 
ried home in triumph by ins prnateers ; and had Ralegh’s 
chief desire been wealth, it might have been abundantly 
gratified. To crown his felicity, lie had the gratification 
of seeing his honors bloom around him in Ins nntn e soil, 
whence he had passed into the busy world, to create his 
own fortunes. He was chosen, m 1584, to represent the 
county of Devon in parliament; and subsequently appointed 
seneschal of the duchies of Cornwall and Devon, and r™ 
lxml Warden of the Stannaries. The Queen, also, 1 
granted linn the privilege of licensing the vending of w r ines 
throughout the kingdom, — a very lucrative oflice, which it 
was not thought incompatible with the highest rank to exer- 
cise. And as riches and honors are apt to take wings and 
tly away, the Queen gave him a less perishable present in 
a portion of the land forfeited in Cork and Waterford, 
during the rebellion recently suppressed in Minister. This 
estate, extending over twelve thousand acres, was planted 
by Ralegh ; but not being fitted for his own residence, was 
wild to Richard Boyle, afterwards Earl of Cork. Thus 
Ralegh, like most of Elizabeth’s favorites, was rewarded 
without the slightest encroachment either upon the ex- 
chequer or the queen’s privy purse. It is highly to his 
credit that lie subsequently freely bestowed upon his coun- 
try wha* he had diligently gained in her service. 

Ralegh had, during this period of his life, intervals of v 
repose, m which he proved that no patronage was nccessa^jF' 
to raise him to fiuno. Among the most prominent qualities ? 
of his mind wds application ; by this he was enabled to im- 
prove the limited portion of tune which he could allot to 


* Birrh, v«1 i 14 

f Osborn's Traditional Memoirs of Queen Elizabeth. voL i. p. 84. 
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general studies, so as to become one of the most elegant 
and powerful writers, one of the moht philosophical ana 
diligent historians of his country. To reading, Ralegh 
assigned four hours only ; to sleep, five ; allowing the re- 
mainder of his day to business; reserving, however, two 
hours for relaxation and discourse, being aware how salu- 
tary, if not essential to the mind, is that recreation which 
refreshes without enervating the intellectual system. In 
tins systematic arrangement, he found tunc to cultivate the 
fine arts. In music he Avns a proficient ; and to pointing 
he showed Ins partiality by a liberal patronage * In ora- 
tory Ralegh also excelled ; so that neither the originality 
of Ins ideas, nor the depth of his knowledge, were con- 
cealed by a tame or imperfect mode of conveying them to 
others. To extend to all, the a/1 vantages which he himself 
enjoyed, was a favorite scheme of this great man ; and 
with a view to promote the circulation of knowledge, he 
set up an office of address, to which the industrious and 
curious might apply for information of every species. Of 
this institution little has transpired, except a passage from 
tlic pen of the celebrated Evelyn. In a letter to the Earl 
of Clarendon, he remarks upon “ that long-dried fountain 
of communication, which Montaigne first proposed, Sir 
Walter Ralegh put in practice, and Mr. Heartlib endeavored 
to revive.” The plan suggested by Montaigne was, to 
have an office of inquiry m every town, in which persons 
might register the kinds of information which they wished 
to possess, and their terms for obtaining it. 

Consistent with such labors as these was the laudable 
dot enn mat ion evinced by Ralegh to encourage and exalt 
those peitons of merit whose station or circumstances 
precluded their rising, unassisted, to distinction. He sup- 
ported Morgues, an eminent French painter, during his 
reMdence England for the purpose of making maps and 
drawings of Florida. He was the friend and coadjutor of 
Richard Hakluyt. In this industrious compiler Ralegh, in- 
deed, found one of those indefatigable enthusiasts who, like 
the astonishing Leland, scorn born to perpetuate the la- 
bors, and to transmit to posterity the fame, of others. It is 
a well-known fact, that he once rode two hundred miles 


* Oldy'a Life of Ralcgb, p. 48. 
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to gain from an eye-witnoes the particulars of an unfortu- 
nate expedition to Newfoundland, in the tune of Henry 
the Eighth ; an account of which he has published in his 
collection of voyages. It was the incessant endeavor of 
Hakluyt, not only t<f preserve the histones of recent voyages, 
hut to rescue our naval antiquities from the dilapidations of 
time : nor could the prospect of rising in the clerical pro- 
fession, of which he was a member, induce him to desert 
his favorite topic for those more closely connected with his 
spiritual vocation. He spared neither labor nor expense in 
pursuit of that knowledge winch lie desired to withdraw 
from oblivion ; rescued from destruction, and transcribed 
many ancient manuscripts of patents, privileges, and let- 
ters ; consulted many libraries, and culled information from 
every source, both oral and written, which he could possi- 
bly discover. 

In these erudite investigations Ralegh, in many in- 
stances, became a liberal and effective assistant, lfe lent 
his aid to Hakluyt, to enable lnm to publish Ins cellection 
of English voyages. Hakluyt, in gratitude, dedicated to 
Ralegh several of those works, the important value of 
which consists in their being compiled from letters and 
other authentic sources, not to mention the constant com- 
munication which their collector maintained \yith man- 
ners in all quarters. From the last unfortunate voyage to 
Newfoundland, Hakluyt, who had some intention of join- 
ing it, was, like Ralegh, providentially preserved. In or- 
der to give his sanction, and a greater degree of credit, to 
the collection of English voyages, Ralegh appointed Hak- 
luyt one of the corporation of counsellors, to whom, in 
1580 , he assigned his patent for the prosecution of the 
North American discoveries* These mutual services 
were of great benefit to the progress of maritime investi- 
gations, and redounded to the honor of both. The adven- 
turers in perilous enterprise knew that their daring ex- 
ploits might be raised into importance, and rescued from 
obscurity, by the efforts of so faithful and learned a pre- 
server of their transactions as Hakluyt ; and thus the de- 
sire for discovery received a fresh stimulus. Hakluyt was 
rewarded in the manner which he best loVed, and had a 
river and a promontory in Greenland named after him, 


* piog, art Hakluyt. 
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which are still called by his name. Hakluyt was in good 
circumstances, and required rather the countenance and 
assistance of Ralegh than pecuniary aid. In Thomas Iler- 
riot, a man of obscure birth and humble fortunes, Ralegh 
found, however, an object to whom his bounty was impor- 
tant. Herriot was the centre of a little circle of mathe- 
maticians, ingenious, but at that tunc speculative men, 
whoso pursuits hid, at no very remote period, been not 
un frequently confounded with necromancy.* To persons 
of scientific pursuits, the protection of some liberal patron 
was, therefore, m those days, peculiarly advantageous. 
Ralegh received J ferriot into his house, paid him a yearly 
pension, and was instructed by him in the science which 
he professed, and which, at that time, was not considered 
as the essential basis of a liberal education, but winch was 
probably, in a great measure, the foundation of Ralegh’s 
acquirements and science. At a subsequent period, Ralegh 

f romoted the interests of his tutor, by introducing him to 
Ienry Earl of Northumberland, who, from his love for 
mathematics, acquired the name of Henry the Wizardf ; 
and when that accomplished nobleman was confined in the 
Tower for life, upon suspicion of being concerned in the 
gunpowder treason, Herriot shared Ins imprisonment, in 
company with two other mathematicians, Warner and 
Hues. "These men hail a table at the Earl’s charge, and 
were called his Magi.}: Herriot was the inventor of the way 
of notation, since universally used in algebra, and of many 
improvements in that science, the honor of which was for 
many ; ears attributed to Dos Cartes. Ralegh availed 
himself of his learning and assiduity, in employing him to 
settle the colony at Virginia, whither ho sent him in li384, 
under Sir Richard Greenville, with instructions to draw 
up and publish a topography of the country, which was 
published in 17)88.} It has been supposed that Herriot 
implanted in the minds of both his patrons principles of 
deism ; and the* cruel disorder, a cancer of the lip, of which 
he died, was imputed, by the churchmen of the day, to a 
judgment of Providence. It is not difficult to defend both 
Ralegh and his master from this charge. Herriot is said 


* Sec Monteil dca Frnnraisdes divers Etnts, tom. premier, p. 17. 
t Fuller’s Worthies —Collins’s Peerage, li. p. 433. 
t Wood, vol. i. p. 459. $ Biogranhia. 
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to have doubted the authenticity of the Mosaic account of 
the creation, and to have rejected many parts of the Old 
Testament. From this incredulity, which has, even in 
more enlightened days, been unhappily observed m learned 
and pious men, he was inferred to be a Doist* : yet be 
diligently endeavored to instil the doctrines of Christianity 
into the minds of the natives of Virginia; and it is far 
more common for those who profess religious faith to 
swerve from their tenets in practice, than it is for those 
who broach sentiments of infidelity to perforin actions 
worthy of Christian motives. We cannot he far wrong, if 
we allow to those who seek to promote the cause of Reli- 
gion, some personal knowledge of her benignant influence. 

With regard to Ralegh, innumerable passages in his 
works; his advice to Ins soil, his splendid conclusion to his 
History of the World, and many other parts of that pro- 
duction, show a mind chastened and elevated by devotional 
feelings. It must, however, be granted, that *hese were 
the sentiments of Ins declining age, and it is possible that, 
in youth, Ins miml may have been loss settled m points of 
fiiith. The slightest acknowledgment of a doubt, or even 
the shadow of an innovation upon the pale of orthodoxy, 
w as, in those days, sufficient to affix a mark of reproach 
which it was difficult to remove. “ Ralegh was tiie first,” 
remarks a writer of the age, “ that ventured to tack about, 
and to sail aloof from the beaten track of the « hools; and 
who, upon the discovery of so apparent an error as the tor- 
rid zone, intended to proceed m an inquisition after more 
solid truths; till the mediation of some, whose hardihood 
in hammering shrines for this superannuated study, pos- 
sessed Queen Elizabeth that such doctrine was against 
God, or her father’s honor, whose faith (if he owned any) 
was grounded upon school divinity : whereupon she chid 
him, who \^as (by his own confession) afterwards branded 
by the title of an Atheist, though a known asserter of God 
and Providence. ”f 


* Wood's At^on., fol p 450. 

f Osborn's Miscellany of Sunday Essays, 12mo. sol. l.p. 722. 
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CHAP. II. 

Favor of Ralegh ronrniontrd upon by Tar Ip ton — Further unilrrtakmmnf 
Ralegh - Virginia— Tob.« co —The S|mm<li iu\.ision — lain! Howard 
of Lfimgham — Kalegli's ‘•li.ire in repelling tile Armada —His vimI to 
lieland —Spender —Ralegh's unpopularity u illi the ('lergj -Dr God* 
U in —(Mall —Tile llnrn mst*. - The Jesuits - Father Pardons - Ra- 
legh's Marriage —His Disgracc.it Court — JIis Vojngc to Guiana - 
Services in the Atlantic with Essex. 

IWf The favor which Ralegh at this time enjoyed at 
‘ court soon became the subject of general remark, 
and was ev'en noticed ujxm the stage, in such plain and 
offensive terms, that Tarloton, the most popular actor of 
the day, when playing before the Queen, pointed towards 
Ralegh and said, “See how the knave commands the 
Queen !” Elizabeth reproved him with a frown, and ban- 
ished him the royal presence, thus sncnficnig her amuse- 
ment to her indignation : yet, the audacious player had the 
assurance to add, that “Ilnlegh was of too much and too 
intolerable a power;” a remark which might, peihaps, 
have been pardoned, had lie not persisted in Jus oh-ierva- 
t loini, and extended them to the Kail of Leicester, his 
riches and greatness.* No flattering invitations to the in- 
dolence of a courtier’s life could, however, deter Ralegh 
from prosecuting those imjxirtant schemes winch lie con- 
stantly choi itheil ; and, considering the circumstances of 
the times, his ambitious and energetic disposition* cannot 
be a cause of wonder. 

The reign of Elizabeth was not only marked by achieve- 
ments of the most adventurous and heroic character, but 
by enterprises which required long and patient endurance 
of hardships, and a frequent surrender of private interests 
to the accomplishment of a great design. Preceded m the 
period of his undertakings by Hawkins and by Drake, 
Ralegh had every inducement in the examples of these 
men, both from the love of gam, and the desire of honor, 
to pursue the course they had followed. JTiio efforts of 
Sir John Hawkins, which were, unhappily, directed to es- 
tablish the detestable slave trade, had been* rewarded by 
the acquisition of immense wealth ; he and his brother pos* 


• Cayley, 1. note 86 ; from Bohan's Character of Queen Elizabeth. 
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sessing, in conjunction, thirty ships of the lino ;* yet he 
was, eventually, unfortunate, and died, soon afterwards, of 
a broken heart, in consequence of the failure of an enter- 
prise in which he had hoped to ransom his son. a prisoner. 
Drake was still in the full enjoyment of a reputation, 
winch, while the brave might envy, the virtuous must ap- 
I prove. It was Ins principle of action, in the expeditions 
which he conducted, and which were frequently carried 
on at the expense of individuals, to regard the service of 
his country first; next the advantage of his proprietors; 
and lastly, his own interests. His benevolence was com- 
mendable, ond Jed him to assist Hawkins in the institution 
of the ('host, at Chatham ; a sort of saving bank in which 
sailors might deposit their earnings, to form a fund for the 
sick and wounded. 

incited by the fame of those great men, Ralegh devoted 
a considerable portion of his fortunes to the increase and 
maintenance of Ins colony in Virginia, and ‘■ont repeated 
expeditions to that country, under the command of Sir 
Richard (Sreenvilic. Rut the schemes which lie endeav- 
ored to promote required more ample funds than he pos- 
sessed, and a fiir more liberal patroness than Elizabeth. 
Ho found it advisable, however, in 15N4, to reinforce the 
colony by the addition of a governor, and of a hundred and 
fifteen jjersons, with instructions to build a fort in the Bay 
of Oicsapeak. The new’ settlers found that their prede- 
cessors had been, for the most part, murdered by the na- 
tives; yet, notwithstanding this discouraging bt ate of af- 
fairs, they contrived to re-establish a friendly footing, and 
resolved to replant themselves upon the vacant territory. 
They considered it essential, for this purpose, to dispatch 
one of their jvurty to England for a fresh supply of the ne- 
cessaries of life; and tiie office was undertaken by their 
governor, who returned with the ships towards the latter 
end of the same year in which he hail set out for Virginia. 

Never was there a more unfortunate juncture, for the 
formation of a colony, than that m which the governor of 
Virginia thun^ the affairs of Englund on his arrival. 
Elizabeth, was, now, engaged in hostilities against Spain ; 
and so much risk was hazarded upon the issue of the con- 
test, that, in the words of the King of Sw 7 cdcn, she seemed 
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“ to have taken the diadem from her head, and to have ad- 
“ ventured it ujion tiie doubtful chance of war.”* All 
lesser considerations were, therefore, disregarded; and 
Virginia, the first settlement of Great .Britain m the New 
World, was suffered to languish without protection. Ra- 
legh had prepared several ships to sail from Biddeford, in 
Devon, under the command of the brave and experienced 
Kir Richard Greenville ; but they were retained by order 
of the Queen, and the governor was allowed to sail with 
severa. small vessels only, with which he was attacked by 
some French ships, and obliged to return to England. It 
is not surprising that, after spending upon this colony flirty 
thousand pounds, and sending to its relief four fleets, fur- 
nished at his own expense, unassisted by the Queen, 
whose glory was also concerned in the undertaking, Ra- 
legh should have assigned his right and title in the settle- 
ment to certain merchants and gentlemen of Jiondon ; re- 
serving to himself the fifth part of the gold and silver ore 
found in the territory, contributing a hundred pound?’ to- 
wards the expenses under its new owners, and promising, 
on all occasions, the further assistance of advice.f But 
Virginia, after all the sums bestowed upon her, and the 
valiant lives lost m her behalf, was almost wholly abandon- 
ed during the remainder of Elizabeth's reign.J One fa- 
miliar custom recalls the formation of this colony to hourly 
recollection. It is well known that when Drake, on his 
return from the conquest of St. Domingo and other Wot 
Indian islands, visited Virginia, he brought home Jane, 
then governor of the infant colony; and in Lane's ship 
Tobacco was first conveyed to England. The prevalent 
usage of Mns allurement to indolence soon came into 
vogue ; it was, probably, already familiar by report to the 
English, the Spaniards having discovered the plant in 
Yucatan so -,arly us 1520. and the peculiar use of it for 
smoking being common nil over .America, at the tune of 
the conquest of that country. In the beginning of the 
sixteenth centuiy, it was introduced into Portugal from 
Florida, by Hernandez fie Toledo: from ^ Portugal the 
seeds were sent into France, to Catharine de Mcdicis, by 
Jean Nicot, on agent of Franc is the Second ; on which ac- 

* Hume's roiffti of Elizabeth. t Oldys, p. 49. 
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count it received its generic name, Nicotiana, the specific 
appellation being derived from Tabac, the name of an in- 
strument used m America tor smoking it.* It was first 
grown in England in 1570, and its cultivation was con- 
tinued in Yorkshire until prohibited by statutes: it was 
used both for snulf and for smoking. Even the ladies, who 
were then so deficient m refinement, that they cannot at 
least be repioaclied with the practice as an inconsistency, 
indulged m the pleasures of tobacco, being a very proper 
accompaniment to the general coarseness of their lmbits. 
In France,- it was patronized by the great and the gay, un- 
der tin 1 name of the “ Queen’s Herb;” and m England it 
was allowed oven in the royal presence. Queen Eliza- 
beth was one day so rash us to enter into a wager with the 
subtle Ralegh, aganiht the possibility of his ascertaining 
the wc ight of the smoke exuding from any given quantity 
of tobacco. J for Mnjesty regarding the impracticability 
of the perfumed vapor being confined within a scale, was 
confident of her point; and surmised that Ralegh took a 
traveller's privilege in affirming to the contrary. Ralegh, 
however, outwitted her by weighing the aslu s, and Eliza- 
beth was obliged to confess that the difference between 
them and the original weight of tobacco settled the dis- 
puted point, upon which she consoled herself with a witti- 
cism, telling Sir VV alter “that she had heard of those who 
“turned then gold into smoke, but had never before seen 
“ the man who could turn smoke mto gold ’’i In process 
of time, Hie use of tobacco was considered likely to debase 
the manners of the people, and to render them barbarous, 
as “ those barbarians from whom its u*?cs were dcrived.”( 
Elizabeth discouraged its unlimited excess; and her pom- 
pous successor showed Jus usual mixture of sense and folly 
by iiis determined and outrageous enmity to it; and al- 
though it was not deemed expedient, fn m political mo- 
tives, to abolish so great a source of revenue to the crow n, 
he satisfied his prejudices and lus conceit, by his famous 

* In Yiiont.in V w.ia cnllod Petun or Prte-ma Humboldt found two 
spec us ojiJj >ii Puiitli America, the N lajcnsis dnri N JltrUrala, uhirh 
prow on the Anile- Hint reM , ml>|e the N tahacum. Note in Dr A. T. 
Thomson’s London Dispensatory, 5th edit, p 445. 

t Oldys, p 32. 

X Amrloium rorpora in harhnroruin naturam degenerasse, quum iidem 
ac bar bar i delecleutur. Caimlen. 449. 
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work, entitled the “ Counterblast to Tobacco but suc- 
ceeded by his power, rather than his wit, in diminishing* 
its production, notwithstanding Ins description of it, as 
“ loathesome to the eye, hatefull to the sight, harmefull to 
the organic, dangerous to the lungs, and m the bJncke 
stinking fume thereof, nearest resembling the horrible 
Stygian smoake of the pit that is bottomless.”* Such, 
however, is the attachment of all classes of men to any fa- 
vorite habit, that, notwithstanding an enactment of Limes 
the First, that no Virginian planter should cultivate seve- 
rally more than a hundred pounds of it, and m tlie face 
even of papal edicts, tobacco, prized alike by the noble and 
the peasant, has maintained its popularity, although with 
some variations of fashion. f 

1589 The assiduous attention which Ralegh, during 
the course of his life, at intervals, devoted to the 
colonies, was forcibly arrested at home by the pressing oc- 
currences of this year. Already had an ostentatious account 
of the Spanish armada been published at Lisbon ; and ev'Ty 
circumstance attending tins memorable invasion contributed 
to excite the emulation and the exertions of the martial 
portion of the English community. All persons of reflec- 
tion extolled the fortitude of the Queen upon the approach 
of dangers so unusual, and her wisdom m preparing for the 
nation its surest means of defence, in the establishment of 
the navy. Elizabeth had selected from the politico 1 con- 
duct of her father one of the worthiest points of imitation, 
when she declared it to be her intention to preserve the 
security of the narrow seas ; inquired into the causes of 
the decay in maritime force; issued orders for the preserva- 
tion of timber ; enjoined the casting of several pieces of 
ordnance; and in this country the manufacturing of gun- 
powder ; which hail hitherto been supplied fiom the Conti- 
nent. Resol, ed. to afford inducement and importance to 
tiie nautical profession, she deviated from her usual parsi- 
mony, in ordering the wayvs of seamen and officers to be 
raised ; she attracted, by rewards and pensions, foreign ar- 
tisans ; and acquired, by these laudable mean*?, the praise of 
effecting the restoration of naval power, and of rendering 


* See Ins Counterblast to Tuharro; anil also a Warrant to Lord Tree- 
aurcr Dorset for laying a heavy imposition on it. Oldys. 
t See Appendix, B. 
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herself sovereign of the narrow seas. Yet Elizabeth, twenty 
years before the Spanish invasion, had but fourteen thousand 
seamen in her service, and was possessed of twenty-four 
ships of war only ; and to her public-spirited and opulent 
subjects was she indebted for many of the vessels with 
which she now prepared to face the enemy.* Amongst 
others, Ralegh was liberal of assistance : whilst, through all 
parts of the country, such preparations were inode to mus- 
ter and discipline land forces!, and so noble a spirit was 
inn infested, that some persons even doubted the necessity 
of a Uect, and maintained that no invaders could make 
successful inroads into a country thus protected. Rut 
Ralegh refutes this opinion, in his History of the World, 
and proves how much exposed to diversions of the repell- 
ing forces would the invaded English have been, unless 
girded round with naval defence. J Meanwhile, as a mem- 
ber of the council of Avar instituted for the occasion, lie 
drew up a well-digested scheme for the secui.lv of the na- 
tion; and, in his office of lord-lieutenant for Cornwall, he 
sliowed his zeal m assembling a militia. { 

The death of the Marquis Santa Croce, who was destined 
to the command of the Armada, and the subsequent apjxnnt- 
ment of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, revived the courage 
of the English, who justly confided m the abilities and valor 
of their own High Admiral, liOrd Howard of Effingham. 
This brave and successful commander, a Roman Catholic, 
fighting against those of his own persuasion in L-dialf of a 
Protestant Queen, was the son, grandson, and nephew of 
distinguished naval heroes ; Ins father, Lord William How- 
ard, having held the same post with himself, and Ins uncles, 
Ix)rd Edmund and Lord Edward Howard, having signal- 
ized their names in Hie reign of Henry the Eighth. Open, 
Kim ere, and liberal, he presented a noble contrast to the 
Earl of Leicester, to oppose whose overweening pow’er he 
had, it i? thought, been elevated ; and few' of Elizabeth’s 
appoiufim nts had been more acceptable to the people than 
that of Lord Howard to the eminent and perilous station 
which he now ljjeld. This general good opinion he fully 


* Campbell's Hut Adra . vol. i p 424 

t Sec ftiuvn Klimhctli e F -otter to the Marquess of Winchester and tha 
Earl of Sin-sox, in Ellis's Letters, 2d series, in. 137. 

( Oldys, p. 47. § Ibid. 
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justified. When apprized that the Spanish fleet was about 
to sail, he sailed also, and continued cruising tor some tune. 
The English government were meantime informed by a 
spy, whom they had placed at Madrid, that m May the 
Spanish fleet was ready, and only waiting for a fair wind 
to sail; such being the order and secrecy of the expedition, 
that the “ lyghtnyngc and thunderclap!/, were intended to 
arrive botlie in a moment.”* An incident at this critical 
moment shows how fatally Elizabeth's measures might 
have operated, had it not been tor the disinterested and de- 
termined character of Howard. The ministry, thinking 
that there was no chance of any attack from the Spaniards 
this year, wrote by Walsinghiun, to tell him that the ships 
might return into harbor, to save the expense of retain- 
ing them at sea. To this intimation he replied, “ that he 
thought differently; and that if his reasons were deemed 
insufficient, the ships might continue at Ins own charge.” 
Elizabeth afterwards pawl an ample tribute to his merits, 
when she said that “he was born to save and to serve his 
country.” 

J/ird Howard continued at his arduous station until ho 
received intelligence that tlic Spanish fleet was approach- 
ing, when, in order to get out ol' Plymouth with such ships 
as he could muster, lie not only gave orders m person, but 
worked with Ins own hands, lie sailed the first night with 
six ships only ; but when, at length, the invincible Armada 
advanced slowly up the channel, the noble spirits who had 
remained ralmiy, yet anxiously, within their respective 
counties, the flower of all the young, and brave, and loyal 
gentlemen of England, as if by one glorious impulse, joined 
as volunteeis the brave Howard, with their accumulated 
aid of men and vessels. The movements of the Spanish 
fleet were, by a fortunate accident, descried by a Scottish 
pirate, by whom the news of their progress was brought to 
Effingham. The dauntless Admiral Drake was playing at 
bowds upon the lioo at Plymouth when he lreard that the 
Spanish fleet was approaching, but he coolly declared his 
resolution to see the game out before he prepared lor com- 


* Sep EI'is’b Letters, vi>l in p. 134. In the letter from which this 
quotation is made, a curious passage occurs relating to a mysterious 
child, supposed to he the son of the Karl of l^eicv^ter ami Queen Eliza 
belli, und said to have been bora at Hampton Court. 
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bat Ralegh, the Cecils, the Earls of Oxford, Northumber- 
land, and Cumberland, Sir Charles Mount, and others, were 
soon m the Downs, with their several contributions to the 
.British fleet Ralegh, with some noblemen on board his 
vessel, sailed full of ardor and impatience to overtake the 
squadron, which he succeeded in reaching near Portland ; 
ami he annoyed the enemy with ships tacking about in a 
manner which it was impracticable for the heavy Spanish 
vessels to imitate. This rencontre was said by Sir Henry 
Wotton to have resembled a “morris-dance upon the wa- 
ter.” Thus, whilst the Armada advanced slowly up the 
channel towards Calais, the English fleet followed and in- 
fested it m the rear, until the enemy cast anchor near Ca- 
lais, in expectation of being joined and assisted by the 
Duke of Parma. This opportunity was, immediately, seized 
by the British admiral lor the execution of a stratagem 
suggested by the queen. He caused eight of his weakest 
and smallest ships to be filled with combustibles and sent 
in the dead of the night among the Spaniards, under the 
guidance of two seamen. The Spaniards, mistaking them 
for the same species of fire-ship that had lately done much 
damage in the Schelde, took to flight with great confusion. 
Some of the Spanish vessels were dispersed into the wide 
ocean ; others collected near C ravelmes, where they wero 
played upon by ordnance from Drake and Eemreo, who 
were soon joined by T/)rd Howard, and other of the princi- 
pal commanders. The S]>anish admiral now determined 
upon returning home ; but to avoid contrary wmids, and the 
Tisk of again facing the English, he took his course round 
the island, chased with unabating vigor by the English. It 
was now that Jxird Howard felt the insufficiency of the 
ammunition with which the vessels had been supplied. 
From this circumstance, the opportunity which might 
otherwise have been seized, of capturing the whole Spnn- 
eh fleet, was lost Yet the ill-fated armada escaped not ; 
out driven by storms to the western coasts of Scotland and 
to Ireland, half of its boasted squadron was wrecked, and the 
surviving crowds returned to their native shores only to add 
terror of the English name to the disappointment and mor- 
tification already experienced in Spam.* The particular 
share which Ralegh had in the action off Gravelmes has 


* Camden. 370. Hume, reign Elizabeth. 
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not been stated. Jlis general services in the defeat of the 
armada are collected from various parts of his own works, 
and from the observations of Von Mcteren, m Ins work 
upon the Ixiw Countries. From a passage m his History of 
the World*, it is evident that lie had made very close and 
able observations upon the measures of tiiut memorable 
day, and that he highly approved, from excellent reasons, 
the plan pursued by the Lord High Admiral m the choice 
and management of lus vessels.! That he participated m 
the perils of this battle is, therefore, evident ; it would 
have been impossible fb| Ins valiant spirit to have remained 
inactive in a war justified on the part of England by the 
most imperious necessity. By the happy issue of this 
threatening danger to his country, Ralegh was again at lib- 
erty to engage in some new adventure ; and few of Ins un- 
dertakings were commenced without some wise and pain- 
0110 end in view. lJis sword was now unsheathed in as- 
sisting Don Antonio, king of Portugal, against the usurpa- 
tions of the king of Spain; and, to tins cause, in which Kir 
Francis Drake and Kir John Norris were joined, Elizabeth 
lent her aid both 111 ships and money. Ralegh probably attend- 
ed at his own expense, and ho reaped the fruit of lus exer- 
tions by the capture of some Kpnnish vessels laden with 
jren stores and ammunition, intended as supplies lor a 
00 ' fresh invasion of England. Historians have, how- 
ever, been silent on the subject of his services on this oc- 
casion ; hut in conformity with his custom of referring to 
most of his military expeditions in his works, he has treated 
of this afiiiir, minutely, 111 lus History of the World-J 
In returning from Portugal, Ralegh visited Ireland ; at- 
tracted tin Mi er partly by a desire of viewing Ins posses- 
sions in Munster, but chielly for the pur|>osc of seeing Ed- 
mund Spenser, the celebrated author of the Faery Queen. 
With tins gieat but unfortunate poet Ralegh had become 
acquainted, during his former services in Ireland, when 
Spenser hod attended liOrd Grey of Wilton, then Lord 

* Hfet «f tlic World, b 5 chap 1 sect. 6. r 

t And in a work wlurli lio afterward* published and dedicated to 
Trince Iknry, entitled, UlwervalmiH on the Seu Service, lie remarks 
upon the proportion of ordnance allowed m the sea buttle 111 1588. 
Sec Birch s edition of Ralegh's works. 

JFol. b.5. c 1, sect. 9. 
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Deputy, as his secretary. Descended, like Ralegh, from 
an uncient and honorable family, and allied to many of the 
English nobility from his relationship to the Spensers of 
Northamptonshire, but born of indigent parents, Edmund 
Sponsor had been fir surpassed by Ralegh in the progress 
to worldly attainments and honors. YVhilst Ralegh was 
cherished and flattered at court, Spenser was deprived of 
the benefits of royal favor by Lord Burleigh, who, when 
Eh/abcth ordered the poet to receive a hundred pounds, 
inquired on what account, and being informed that it was 
as an encouragement to poetical genius, remonstrated with 
hi.s sovereign mistress for her prodigality in thus rewarding 
“a song.” “Give linn, then, what is reason,” said Eliza- 
beth, anil the poet went for some time unrewarded.* It 
was not, how'ever, long before Spenser proved the sound- 
ness of his understanding by completing his View of the 
State of Ireland, in which, under the name of Jrenieus, he 
vindicates his patron, Lord Grey, from the inguments of 
Eudoxus. Tins production, wdiirh he intended to have been 
followed by a w’ork oil the antiquities of Ire] urn, was not 
published until 1633, when the writer was no longer alive 
to enjoy the fame which it deservedly received. Jlo was, 
however, consoled for this delay, and for the death of his 
first patron, Sir Philip Sidney, by the gill of three thousand 
acres of land m Cork, once belonging to the Earl of Des- 
mond, and forfeited by his rebellion to the crown. Here 
he lived m the castle of Kilcolman, formerly the abode of 
the Desmonds, seated upon a fine lake, and commanding a 
view which presented the varied beauties of mountain and 
forest scenery, through which the river Mulkuwandered.f 
In this romantic residence Spenser composed that great 
poem, which, if it delights and fills the imagination, com- 
mands also from the judgment the tribute of dispassionate 
approbation. Restrained by the necessity of offering in- 
cense to the power and vanity of Elizabeth, the unfortu- 
nate Spenser lias shown that even in the most sequestered 

* Until lie address'd tins well known remonstrance to the queen 
* I was promised on a time 
To have reason for iny rhiinn; 

From f hat time until this season 
1 received nor rlume nor reason ” 

Upon receiving thw lines, tlie queen, it is said, ordered the payment of 
'he hundred pounds first promised. 

t Bee Smith’s Hist, of Cork, vol. i. p. 55—333. Also vol. ii. p. 960—964 
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retreats worldly desires intrude. But the queen, although 
constituting the heroine of the piece, and represented, ac- 
cording to a modern writer, as “ sending forth the moral 
virtues illustrated under the character of different knights,”* 
proved, that she merited not the praise, by her neglect of 
the author. Ralegh, on arriving at the retired dwelling 
of Spenser, found him poor, and almost in obscurity. Al- 
ready had he tasted of the poet’s true portion in the mise- 
ries of rejected love; but Itosnlmde, or Rosa Lyn<I'\ the 
supposed idol of the bard, had, it may be presumed, been 
forgotten in the happiness of a subsequent marriage, Ra- 
legh, although more fortunate than his friend, had also ex- 
perienced vicissitude; for the source of that displeasure 
which Elizabeth shortly afterwards evinced towards hi in- 
had probably already become obvious to his own mind. The 
mood m which he visited Spenser was evidently of a 
melancholy character. Spenser, in his pastoral entitled 
“Colin Clout’s come home again,” describe* in Ralegh 
the shepherd of the ocean, a hopeless mourner for the lost 
favor of “ Cynthia, the lady of -lie sea,” otherwise f 
queen, 

“ Ilia Rons? w a a ali of lamontaMr lay, 

“ Of great unkiutlnesH, ami of image hard ” 

The imagination would fain linger ujion the eroL-l'ie 
conversation of these two great men, so congenial in feel- 
ings, so devoted to the same mistress, Fame; alike so fa 
vored, yet so unfortunate in pursuing her tracks. Poctn 
the luxury of minds undtoased by worldly ambition, occu- 
pied a great portion of the meditations m which Miese gift- 
ed friends indulged ; Spenser was persuaded by Ralegli to 
repair to the English court, m order to present to the queen 
three books of his poem; and Ralegh was probably at this 
time preparing the verses, which he afterwards wrote on 
the “ Faery Queen.”\ They travelled together to Eng- 
land, and passing the Isle of Lundy, landed in Cornwall, at 
Saint Michael’s Mount, and proceeded to Iiondon. Here 
Ralegh, in vain, endeavored to procure for his friend those 
substantial advantages, which might enabte him to pursue 
his literary career unshackled by the anxieties of penury. 
Spenser, although possessed of eminent talents as a politi- 
cian, and of extensive information in Irish affairs, failed in 


► Lord Lyttleton. 


t Biog. Bniannica, art. Sponsor. 
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his efforts to perform the task imposed on him, of laying 
•down a plan for subduing and reforming- that country in 
two years. In dejection and neglect he returned to Ire- 
land, which he left some years afterwards, in order to pub- 
lish Ins poem. During his absence from Kilcolnuin, his 
property was plundered by the rebels under Lord Tyrone, 
and his house, containing one of his children, was burned 
to the ground. This calamity broke his heart. Reduced 
to a state of extreme misery and dependence, he yet re- 
tained somewhat of that delicacy of feeling, which is, or 
ought to he, inherent m poets; and when, m declining 
health, lie received twenty pieces of gold from the Earl of 
Essex, he returned them, baying “ he had no time to 
spend.” 

Upon his remains, as so often happens to men of genius, 
woio lavished the honors which had been withheld from 
himself! lie w T aH buried in Westminster Abbey, according 
to fii:-' own wish, near Chaucer ; and his obsequies were at- 
tended by jv'eU and other distinguished inc u of his time, 
win 1st complimentary verses were thrown into his grave. 
That Ralegh cheered tm last sorrowful da vs of his friend 
by is Li’Uiity is not specified, nor is he known to have 
.-iiareil n: the 'Vmtless homage offered to Ins memory. His 
ei>\ ied rival, E-* ^provided the funeral of the poet ; and 
M flccomp)ishcdwKui |f egs of Dorset erected his mond- 
ial 

During &uipe time aftet Ralegh’s return to England, he 
appears U* lio.ve enjoyed the peculiar favor of the queen. 
For h sen ices against tlie Armada, she rewarded him 
with da augmentation of his office of licenses; and, for the 
assistance winch he Hd aflbrded to Antonio, he was 
repaid by the gift of a gold chain from Elizabeth. 

In the exercise of his license for vending wines, he was 
not restricted in increasing the number of vmtners in any 
part of the kingdom. Hence a dispute arose between him 
and the university of Cambridge ; the heads of which es- 
poused the cause of a vintner whom they hod formerly ap- 
pointed, not only in opposition to a man named Keyinere, 
licensed by Rilngh, but to his personal hindrance and dan- 
ger m the occupations of his business. Such, indeed, were 
the oppressions in which that learned body occasionally in- 
dulged, that notwithstanding repeated and temperate re- 
monstrances, they finally imprisoned the man for following 
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a calling which had been lawfully permitted to him. The 
intelligence of this proceeding having readied Ralegh, he 
was resolved to use more determined measures than those 
which he had hitherto adopted ; and, addressing the Vice- 
Chancellor and Masters of Colleges, he wrote to them in 
these words : — w As I reverence the place of which you are 
the governors, so will I not willingly take any disgrace or 
wrong from you;” subscribing himself “ their friend, as 
they si all give cause.” This rp’*tle produced an humble 
and explanatory reply from the Vice-Chancellor, represent- 
ing that they had enjoyed the disputed privilege lor more 
thun two hundred years ; that they had not neglected any 
quiet means to procure his permission for their continuance 
of the office : but that he had used such severe language, 
that they had entertained but little hopes of conciliating 
one who must have understood how to receive and to re- 
turn the language of courtesy : “ being by birth a gentle- 
man, by education trained up to the knowledge of good let- 
ters ; instructed with the liberal disposition of nn univer- 
sity, the fountain and nursery of all humanity; and further, 
by God’s good blessing, advanced in court, from which the 
very name of courtesy is drawn.” To this flattering lan- 
guage Ralegh was, probably, not insensible ; lor, m the 
course of a few months, the altcrci^to w;i*s terminated 
through the mediation of the I/ord TrtSPer Burleigh, who 
was at that tune Chancellor of Cambridge * 

Encouraged by the testimonies of approbation which he 
had received from the Queen, and availing himself of a 
temporary cessation of hostilities with Spain, Ralegh now 
prepared to execute a design, which he had formed for 
abolishing the power of that nation in the West Indies. 
With this intention, lie collected, chiefly at his own ex- 
1 r 00 pense, thirteen vessels, with which he determined 
loji. to ra se a certain and permanent renown. Aided 
by two of the Queen’s mcn-of-war, and authorized to as- 
sume the title of General of the Fleet, he set sail from the 
west of England. Scarcely had he commenced his voyage, 
before he was overtaken by Sir Martin Frobisher, with 
orders from the Queen, who wisely dreaded the absence 
of one of her bravest defenders, whilst danger still threat- 
ened the country. But Ralegh, conceiving that his honor 


* Oldya, 87 
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was pledged to proceed, pursued his course, although al- 
most hopeless of engaging with the Spanish fleet, having 
received intimation that it would not sail that year. Dis- 
couraged still further by a storm oft’ Cape Finistorre, and 
finding his provisions run short, he divided his fleet be- 
tween Frobisher and Sir John .Burgh, with orders, which 
were diligently obeyed, that one party should terrify the 
Spaniards on their own coast, whilst the other should re- 
main at the Azores, to intercept the Caracques on their 
voyage from the West Indies. This arrangement pro- 
duced the capture of the Madre dc Dios, the largest prize 
that had ever been brought to the English shores. The 
Queen, who had contributed so scantily to Hie expenses 
of this adventure, engrossed, nevertheless, a considerable 
share of its profits, which were estimated at five hundred 
thousand pounds. The jewels and the valuables fell chiefly 
to the lot of the sailors, so that Hawkins, who had joined 
Ralegh m the speculation, gained, as well as his associate, 
a diminished portion of the prize.* 

This was the only occasion, if we except the services 
against the Spanish Armada, in which Ralegn co-operated 
with Sir Martin Frobisher. That brave and indefatigable 
man, the associate of Drake, m the successful expedition 
to the West lndiQQpdied four years after his joint service 
with Ralegh, in consequence of a wound received at the 
siege of Ure&t; the injury was not of a dangemus charac- 
ter, but an ignorant or cureless surgeon, after extracting a 
bull which had entered, omitted to clear out the wadding. 
Thus perished one of the most meritorious, although not 
one of the most amiable, of our naval heroes. During a 
period of fifteen years, Frobisher had, in the early part of 
his career, cherished the project, which he afterwards at- 
tempted, of finding a north-west passage to China. For 
the supplies of Filips and money, he vainly solicited several 
English nerchants, a class of men, who are unjustly de- 
scribed by the indignant Hakluyt, as never regarding vir- 
tue “ without sure, certain, and present gains”! Happily for 
Frobisher, Elizabeth listened to his schemes, thus securing 
to herself the fame of being the first sovereign by whom 
the project of a north-west passage to China was publicly 
and perse vei mgly encouraged. 


« Birch, 34. 


f Hakluyt, vol. 3 p. 28. 
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It is a relief to find Ralegh for several years after this 
enterprise devoting himself to the civil interests of his 
country ; and shining in the council and the senate, with 
a calmer and more benignant lustre than that which at- 
tended his warlike exploits. As a politician, Ins leading 
principles of action seem to have been, religious toleration, 
determined opposition to amity with Spam, and hatred of 
her encroachments. For the display of these opinions, he 
incurred odium, persecution, and death. It is probable 
that in the turmoil of worldly business, and in a court, 
where it is difficult to 44 hold fast, one’s integrity,” he mav, 
in some instances, have forgotten the great ends which he 
appeared especially qualified to pursue ; and mingled with 
elevated designs, motives of envy and ambition. Hut on a 
general retrospect of his character, he appears to have 
been a public-spirited and loyal subject to Queen Elizabeth; 
and yet an enlightened and liberal defender of the rights 
and interests of his country. To the established church, 
Ralegh was frequently adverse ; and from his conduct m 
various instances, obnoxious. His first offence was ail en- 
croachment upon their temporalities. Jn his anxiety to 
obtain a certain manor, he is asserted to Tiavn traduced to 
the Queen, Godwin, Bishop of Bath and Wells, an aged 
prelate, the father of Dr. Francis Godwin, who wrote the 
44 Catalogue of English Bishops .” But although not en- 
tirely free from blame m this affair, Ralegh escaped the 
censures of Dr. Francis Godwin, who, in revising Ins work 
in the succeeding reign, makes no comments upon the 
conduct of Sir Walter, but rather regrets that his father 
should have sought to monopolize livings, to the duties of 
which his infirmities precluded him from attending.* 

The accusation against Ralegh, which was thus, in 
some degree, nullified, was adduced by Sir John Harring- 
ton, in his work entitled a Brief View of the Church of 
England, which was intended to serve as a continuation of 
Godwin’s Catalogue of Bishops. It was written during 
the reign of James the First, in the time of Ralegh’s sub- 
sequent confinement; and wns addressed tojfenry, Prince 
of Wales, rather as a story told m his Highness’s p n senco 
and hearing, than os a grave narration of established facts. 


• Oldya, p. 59. 
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Yet Harrington relates the circumstance as an anecdote 
generally known; and annexes to it several particulars 
which arc extremely discreditable to Ralegh. It is ob- 
servable, however, that lie alludes to him not by name, but 
only as a chief favorite of that tune, who, being unable to 
get the manor of Banwell from the bishop, took advantage 
of an unsuitable and unseasonable marriage made by the 
aged prelate, to incense the Queen’s nnnd against him. 
Persecuted and alarmed, l)r. Godwin was, eventually, con- 
strained to surrender, for the term of a hundred years, an- 
other manor belonging to him, m order to save that which 
Ralegh coveted. The relator of tins tale affirms, that lie had 
Umiself carried many angry messages on the subject lrom 
llic Queen to the bishop, which wore, in one instance, de- 
livered to him through the Earl of Leicester ; that tiivorite 
at first espousing the cause of the old man, but eventually 
concurring with Ralegh, “ like Pilate and Herod to condemn 
Christ”* Such is the story, and such arc the irregular, 
yet not contemptible, grounds upon which it rests. This 
charge was not the only one which the able end discern- 
ing hut time-serving Harrington hna brought tnv 111st Ralegh 
in lus works, although rendering him justice m Ins familiar 
lei ters. 

The protection which Ralegh afforded to IJdall was an- 
other cause of offence to the clergy. Udall, although 
regularly educated as a minister of the cstabli-hed church, 
had yet joined the Non-conformists ; and had distinguished 
himself both for his zeal and eloquence, but still more for 
lus “ Demonstration of Discipline a work reflecting 
upon the church, but construed by the harsh yet fawning 
spirit of the age, into a libel on the Queen’s majesty. 
Upon this ground he was indicted, was brought to the bar m 
fetters, and there tried upon the depositions of witnesses, no 
viva voce testimony being allowed : neither wnshe permitted 
to reply, the defence which he might have prepared, being 
rejected unheard, os libellous. The unhappy man was 
found guilty of publishing the book, but remained half a 
year in prison, without receiving his sentence: when, 
continuing hrrft m his tenets, lie was brought before the 
Lord Keeper Puckering, to receive judgment of death. 


* Ifurrington’s Brief View, 110, UL 
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Immediately after the sentence, a reprieve was sent him 
from the Queen, at the instance of Ralegh, who advised 
him to improve this interval of mercy by addressing* a let- 
ter to Elizabeth, explaining the true purport of his writings. 
Some hopes of liberty were thus afforded to Udall, but hia 
release was deferred from time to * tune, until lie died m 
prison, having rejected the humane offer of a free passage to 
Guinea, upon condition that he should revisit England no 
more. It was m reference to the mediation of Ralegh 
on this and other occasions, that Elizabeth said to lum, 
“When, Sir Walter, will you cease to be a beggar*” 
“ When your gracious Majesty ceases to be a benefactor," 
was the adroit and courteous reply. 
l r Q5L Consistent with his horror of persecution were 
y the efforts which Ralegh made in parliament, to 
prevent the expulsion of the Brown ists, and other sectari- 
ans, from this country, upon the score of religious opinions. 
The Browmsts owed their origin and name to one Robert 
Brown, who afterwards carried his heretical tenets to Zea- 
land, the hot-bed of extravagant and speculative modes of 
faith. Although in orders, and afterwards preferred to the 
rectory of Northampton, yet Brown held that the “ church- 
government was anti-chnstian; her sacraments clogged 
with superstition; that the Liturgy had a mixture of jk> 
pery and paganism in it, and that the mission of the clergy 
was no bettor than that of Baal’s priests in the Old Testa- 
ment”* For the unhesitating display of these opinions, 
which, un warranted as they were, had been best answered by 
that spirit of forbearance which “suffers long,” Brown incur- 
red unwonted persecution, winch placed a violent and mis- 
chievous sectarian almost on the footing of a martyr; he 
could boast that he had been confined m thirty-two prisons, 
in many of which he could not see his hand at noon-day ; 
and, although upon his promise of conforming to the estab- 
lished church, he was permitted to enjoy one of its bene- 
fices, yet he died in Northampton jail, whither he was sent 
for striking a constable. Ills opinions, which were derived 
from those of the Donatists, occasioned, for a time, violent 
controversies, and his followers gave considerable annoy- 
ance to the church, so late as the reign of Charles the First. 
At length, after being associated in public proclamations 


* Biographia. 
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with Anabaptists and Atheists, the Brownists, furious and 
obnoxious as they were, were softened into Congregational- 
ism, or Independents, holding a middle course between 
Presbyterianism and Brownism * 

It was m reference partly to these schismatics that an act 
was passed for the purpose of “retaining her Majesty’s ser- 
vants m due obedience, specifying further, that any person 
above sixteen years of age who refused, during the space of 
a month, to attend public worship, should lie committed to 
prison ; and, if persisting for three months in such deter- 
mination, be banished the realm under pain of death, if de- 
tected m returning. f To the enactment of this Jaw, very 
little opposition was made by the compliant commons then 
met ; hut Ralegh opposed it upon reasons, winch have ever 
beou deemed the most conclusive m favor of religious tole- 
ration : these, he grounded upon the injustice of punish- 
ment, when the oftence consists in those thoughts and 
cherished notions, which arc hidden within the inmost re- 
cesses of the heart, and of which our follow-men cannot, 
on that account, lie competent judges. Such wc re the sen- 
timents which he expressed upon this ocean* 'ti: — “ In my 
conceit, tiic Browmsts are worthy to be rooted out of a 
commonwealth ; but what danger may grow to ourselves 
if this Jaw pass, were fit to be considered. For it is to be 
feared that men not guilty will be included in it; and that 
law is hard, that taketh life, and sendeth into banishment; 
where men's intentions shall be judged by a jiir%4 and they 
shall bo judges what another means. But the law, which is 
against a fact, is but just ; and punish the fact ns severely 
as you will. If two or three thousand Brown ists moot at 
the sea, at whose charge shall they he transported, and 
w here shall they bo sent ? I am sorry for it, but I am afraid 
there are near twenty thousand of them in England, and 
when they are gone, who sJiall maintain their wives and 
children *”§ Such humane and judicious suggestions os 
these appear to have had their due weight with the House. 

* Sep note tn explanation of their tenets. Biog. art. Brown. 

t Hume, reign fri/aheth, jear I5‘»l 

X Recu«ants were to he tried bv civil judges at assizes, in preference 
to fccle«iastiuil courts (Stry|ie'8 Annuls, \nl iv p *2U4 ) An enact* 
ment which Hume attribute* to the riiKin* of the clergy to remove the 
odium from themselves See note, reign Rhz. 

$ Oldye, 6U. from Tow nshond’s Hist. Collections. 
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A committee was appointed to revise the bill, and among 
the list Ralegh’s name appears : many amendments and 
additions were consequently adopted.* 

Although in withstanding so arbitrary and rigid a law as 
this, Ralegh espoused the cause of the Catholics, as well 
as that of the Hisscnters, his display of liberality, added to 
his avowed enmity to the Spanish court, drew upon him the 
satire of Father Parsons, who, under the title of a “ Lover 
of Ins Country ,” inveighed bitterly m a libellous publica- 
tion against some of the most eminent public characters 
of the time. Ralegh became an object of his invectives, 
and the cry of Atheist , that established walch-word of cal- 
umny, wus raised against linn, lie was even stated to have 
formed a school of Atheism, m which the Old and JNcw 
Testament were derided, and a spirit of blasphemy infused 
into the minds of the scholars. Rut the enemies of Ralegh 
had, in this instance, a deeper source of hatred towards him 
than mere party rancor. He had been the avowed patron 
of every measure winch conduced to diffuse information, 
and to promote tolerance and free inquiry. By no class of 
persons were proceedings such as these so much dreaded 
and discountenanced, as by the Jesuits, a learned but tie- 
signing sect, who, by the weakness and ignorance of others, 
found their own power strengthened, and the influence of 
their superstitions extended. Among these, the first that 
established himself in England was Parsons, the son of a 
blacksmith of Somersetshire ; once a zealous Protestant, 
and an eminent tutor of Oxford, where he was the first to 
introduce Protestant authors into the library of Buliol Col- 
lege. But, becoming bursar of his college, he exercised 
such a notorious system of peculation, that, upon an in- 
quiry being made into his conduct, he found it convenient 
to resign his fellowship. He afterwards travelled on 
the Continent, and becoming acquainted with the order 
of the Jesuits, his restless and intriguing temper of mmd 
inclined him to enter eagerly into the spirit of that sect. 
In process of time, lie rose to the dignity of Chief Peni- 
tentiary: and was appointed to superintend the English 
seminary at Rome, whence he was sent mtb England by 
the Pope, with instructions to establish his order, to expel 
Queen Elizabeth, and subvert the Protestant religion. 


* Oldya, 69. 
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For such a design, Parsons was admirably qualified, hii 
character being a compound of duplicity and boldness, 
of enterprise and of caution. In conjunction with one Fa- 
ther Campion, lie divided England into three parts, each 
of which was vigilantly, but with the utmost secrecy, 
watched by one or other of the associated emissaries. 
Campion remained in the north, while Parsons, who usu- 
ally continued near Ixmdon, introduced into Cambridge a 
young priest as a nobleman. By these agents the minds 
of the people were allured, inflamed, or intimidated, as op- 
portunity offered, until the apprehension of Campion dis- 
concerted all their measures, and drove Parsons into Nor- 
mandy. There he remained ; and having, before his depar- 
ture from England, given birth to the noted libel before 
leferred to, containing chiefly appalling, and in some in- 
stances, incredible relations of the Earl of Leicester's atroci- 
ties ; he published, under the name of Doleman, a “Con- 
ference between a Gentleman, a Lawyer, and a Scholar,” 
concerning the Succession to the Crown of England, dedi- 
cating it to the Earl of Essex, then the rising favorite.* 
Tins production was designed to reflect upon the govern- 
ment, and to subvert the authority of Qui en Elizabeth. 
At her death, the exertions of this reverend father were 
directed to a fruitless endeavor to prevent the succession 
of James the First to the throne.f 

It was in the preceding year, that Ralegh, in 
conjunction with many other eminent persons, had 
aided m inflicting a deep wound upon the power of the 
Jesuits, by advising the Queen to issue a proclamation for 
the suppression of the Jesuitical seminaries, of which va- 
rious branches, from the original institution by Philip the 
Second at Valladolid, had been established in England J 
Tin* share which Ralegh had m this proceeding was never 
forgiven by the advocates of Spain, nor by those who, upon 
the plea of religion, as they called it, wished to sec this 


* Bee this curious, and certainly ingenious and pointed work, written, 
like the preceding one, by the miiiic author, with the spirit of u demon, 
lid IMl 1 J ri riled. £ r«t without a name, 
t Ring Britan, art Parsons. 

t The establishment of Jesuitical seminaries in this country was 
found impracticable until after the venr 13l>-J; although Loyola, who 
founded the order m Iftll, lmd sii'rnlied to I'arrtir.al Pole his desire of * 
seem? it introduced into England. Note in Biog. from Carte's Hist* f 
of England. 
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country in some respects constituted like that nation. 
Happily for England, the power of the Jesuits, an engine 
of frightful ascendency in all countries where it has been 
permitted, was thus, from the decision and wisdom of 
Elizabeth’s councils, precluded from the exorcise of its in- 
sinuating, but oppressive operations ; but, unfortunately for 
Ralegh, the various insinuations thrown out against him 
were aided in their eifect by an event which happened 
about this time, and which for a season affected Ins foi tunes 
and his tranquillity. 

Promoted by Elizabeth to be one of the Gentlemen of 
the Privy Chamber, Ralegh, who had neither the habits 
nor the soul of an idler, was constrained to come into very 
frequent communication with the ladies of the bed-cham- 
ber, but, in general, without producing many proofs of 
amity on either side : indeed he was often heard to say, 
that his fair associates “won; like witches, who could do 
no good, but might do harm.”* This remark was remem- 
bered with bitter exultation, when it was discovered that 
there existed between Ralegh and the beautiful daughter 
of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, an intimacy which would, 
had it happened in these days, have blasted for ever the 
reputation of the lady, who was also one of Elizabeth’s per- 
sonal attendants. This conduct was the more inexcusable 
in Ralegh, because the object of his addresses was unpro- 
tected by a father’s care, Sir Nicholas Throgmorton having 
died in 17)70,1 suddenly, and not without some suspicions 
of his having been poisoned by the Earl of Leicester, in 
whose house he was at supper when he was attacked by a 
complaint which proved fatal, Sir Nicholas had ever been 
an object of dislike to that unprincipled nobleman, paitly 
from his early adherence to the Somerset faction, and more 
immediately from a close alliance with the elder Cecil. 
The Earl pretended, however, great friendship towards 
him, and affecting to be summoned to the royal presence 
on the sudden return of the Queen to 1 ondon, hade Sir 
Nicholas take his seat, and be served as he had been. The 
guest, it is said, obeyed the flattering command, and par- 
took of a salad, to which he afterwards, on his death-bed, 
imputed the disease which killed him, but respecting the 

* Bacon's Apophthegms, New and Old, 295. 

t Camden's Annuls, p, 130, year 1570. 
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nature of which accounts vary.* * * § By some it was observed 
that he died of “ Leicester’s rheum,” that nobleman being 1 
no mean artist in the faculty of poisoning :f by others, it 
was asserted to be an imposthuine of the lungs, which 
caused his death. The circumstances of the Throgmorton 
firmly were not prosperous, Sir Nicholas, although de- 
scended from an ancient family, and allied hy his mother* 
to the house ofVaulx, and performing the arduous parts 
of a statesman and ambassador, having never risen higher 
than to the offices of Chamberlain of England, and Chief 
Butler; employments which have been compared to an 
“ empty covered cup, pretending to some state, but afford- 
ing no considerable profit,”! Sir Nicholas, to use the 
words of Camden, “ was a man of great experience, pass- 
ing sharp wit, and singular diligence; who busily attempt- 
ing many things, in Queen Marie’s days, hardly saved his 
life hy his eloquent wisdomc.”{ 1 1 is sound and energetic 
mind seems, m some respects, to hove descended to his 
daughter, notwithstanding the error of her early years; 
and had that indiscretion never occurred, few feminine 
characters could have appeared more formed, in every 
sensc», to have accorded with the uncommon attributes of 
Ralegh, than that of Elizabeth Throgmorton. By report 
of her contemporaries, she is said, m the first place, to 
have jiossepsed personal attractions in an eminent degree ; 
and, in her picture, which m the time of Oldys, flic diligent 
biographer of Ralegh, remained in the possession of a de- 
scendant of Ralegh, || she is represented as a fair, handsome 
woman, attired in the fashion of the day, and with the 
splendor which Ralegh was wont so eminently to display. 
This circumstance, though comparatively unimportant, 
was perhaps of consequence in the eyes of Ralegh, who 
particularly instructed his son not to marry an uncomely 
woman. IF She was in birth his equal, and, in age, eighteen 
years his junior. But whilst these adventitious circum- 
stances were in favor of their mutual happiness, the quali- 

* Sec thnt most , iniquitous book, entitled, “ I<eiceater's Common* 

wraith," p. 27. The story is accredited by Camden, and by many other 
contemporary writers 

f Fuller's Worthies of Warwickshire. J Camden. 

§ Camden, p. 130. |f Oldys, 145. 

IT See his Instructions to his son, and to Posterity, in Ralegh's R*» 
mains, duodecimo, 1004, p. 80. 
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ties of which her subsequent history does best vouch, and 
which the events of a calamitous life drew forth, were 
singularly adapted to the part which was in life allotted to 
her. She was capable of a devotion to her husband be- 
yond the power of absence, persecution, and the ruin of all 
her temporal prosperity, on his account, to diminish. She 
♦had activity and resolution which well became the wife of 
a hero. She hail disinterestedness worthy of the name cf 
Ralegh. In her exertions for those who were dear to her, 
she evinced the judgment and steadiness of a man ; in her 
constancy and disregard of personal comforts and consider- 
ations, the single-heartedness and tenderness of a woman’s 
nature. Her deviation from the delicacy of the feminine 
character was not, in her own times, viewed witli the un- 
relenting, yet wholesome, severity witli which the world 
visits it in the present day. By her family Ralegh seems 
to have been forgiven, since we afterwards find her brother, 
Sir Arthur Throgmorton, associated with him in his mari- 
time enterprises* By Queen Elizabeth, it is to be feared, 
the sin was visited, more as a scandal to her court, and ai 
offence to her own paramount charms, than as a dereliction 
from morality. Soon after the exposure of their fault, Ra- 
legh was united to her in marriage, an union prc-cinincnt- 
ly marked by vicissitudes, but cheered by their uninter- 
rupted affection. On every important occurrence of his 
life, we find Ralegh addressing her as the confidential re- 
pository of his joys and afflictions ; sometimes in the lan- 
guage of affectionate consolation in their common bereave- 
ments, always in that of regard, implicit trust, and respect. 
For some time, however, during the eurly days of their 
married life, their mutual attachment seemed to bring 
only separation and sorrow. The erring young lady was 
dismissed from the court, to the contagion of which she 
probably owed her disgrace ; and Ralegh was imprisoned 
for some months, as it appears from a letter addressed by 
Sir Robert Cecil to Sir Arthur Gorges, in the Tower. f 
Whilst thus confined, he one day, sitting at his window, 
perceived by a collodion of boats and royal barges, near 
.Blackfriars’ Bridge, that the Queen was passing. It was 
soon intimated to him that she was visiting the Lieutenant 
of the Ordnance, Sir George Carew, in whose custody he 


► Old}*, p. 101 


t Birch, 2788. 



LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. (51 

was pining away hours of obscurity and inaction. Having 
gazed and sighed a long time, Ralegh, either envying the 
gay and the free, who passed in busy succession by hun, or 
hoping to make an impression upon the vain heart of the 
Queen, resolved to disguise himself, and to get into a boat, 
to sec Her Majesty, declaring that if he were prevented, 
44 it would break his heart.” But Sir George Carew would 
not permit so audacious an attempt; and Ralegh strug- 
gling to be free, a battle ensued between them, which 
might have proved fatal to one of the parties, had not a 
timely mediator intervened, who, according to his own ac- 
count, “played the stickler •* between them This occur- 
rence was, however, conveyed to Lord Burleigh, f and 
probably wrought somewhat upon the Queen, to whom 
Ralegh, in common with other favored courtiers, professed 
that extravagant species of devotion with which few women, 
except Elizabeth, would ha\e been flattered. What was 
the duration of Ralegh's imprisonment does not appear; 
but it is evident, from a letter of Sir Robert Cecil's, writ- 
ten at Dartmouth, in 1592, and preserved in the State 
Paper Office, that, even when engaged in public business, 
Ralegh was attended by a “ keeper,” and that he felt all 
the inconveniences and disgrace of a state ruminal. By 
this letter, now for the first time printed (in the Appen- 
dix,) Cecil speaks of Ralegh’s 44 brutish offence yet it ap- 
pears, from iiie pains taken to investigate some matters 
which are unexplained, that there were other and deeper 
sources of offence to the Queen than the intrigue with her 
attendant; and, from the tenor of the epistle, there is con- 
siderable reason to conclude that the Queen's displeasure 
had some reference to Ralegh's appropriation^ certain 
prizes, which Cecil, with other commissioners, was ap- 
pointed to superintend. See Appendix C. 

It was before Ralegh was sentenced to a temporary du- 
rance, that he had, in thp House of Commons (in 1592), 
displayed his allegiance to the Queen, in a manner appa- 
rently highly satisfactory to her, and advantageous to him- 
self. Elizabeth, impoverished by the wars with Spain, had 

* " Stickler,” according to Sir Walter Scott, a kind of second, who. 
with a long stick, kept the combatants in a duel at proper dutaocea until 
the combat began. 

fSee Birch, 3738. 
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demanded, rather than requested, subsidies from her par- 
liament. Ralegh entered zealously into her views, and 
suggested a plan lor paying the subsidies ; but lie strenu- 
ously opposed a survey of the wealth of the nation, a 
scheme proposed by some, but which he deemed likely to 
dimmish the national credit The question of encouraging 
foreigners, to the detriment of Rnglish merchants, having 
arisen, he had maintained that denization ought not to cir- 
cumvent birthright, and that tolerance, as c’tizcns, to for- 
eigners, rendered us almost strangers at home, destroying 
that reciprocation, of benefits in which social intercourse 
ought to consist. ITc represented that, m harboring for- 
eigners, we maintain those who dislike our church, and 
give liberty and encouragement to members of a nation 
which would not, in all probability, return the obligation ; 
disloyalty, lie contended, was thus fostered, and an en- 
croaching spirit in foreign adventurers, engendered. That 
Ralegh appears to have carried these notions too far, will 
readily be allowed, by those who may even reject the more 
enlightened views of modem policy for it seems to admit 
of a doubt that the industrious portion of any community 
would not, by tlioir presence and exertions, contribute to 
the spirit of emulation, upon which advancement m all the 
arts so materially depends. 

Rut whilst, by attention to public business, he was now 
gradually establishing in the mind of Elizabeth a confi- 
dence in his talents; yet, as a courtier, Ralegh was still 
in disgrace. It was not, however, the policy of Elizabeth 
to allow her able and valiant subjects to remain in inac- 
tion, whether they were in or out of favor : and it was not 
long before occasion offered to prove the zeal and bravery 
of her commanders. 

Early in^ the spring of the year 1596, the Queen had 
been apprfzed that a Spanish licet was again in prepara- 
tion, collected t om the wrecks and remains of the Armada, 
in order to begin a fresh invasion of her territories upon 
the coast of Ireland. Elizabeth, judging that it would, in 
this instance, be far more glorious to commence the attack, 
equipped a fleet of one hundred and fifty sail, commanded 
by Lord Howard of Effingham, at whose charge, in con- 
junction with Essex, the expenses of the armament were, 
in a great measure, defrayed. The secret object of the 
expedition was Cadiz, the situation of which afforded the 
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enemy great facility in carrying on his designs against the 
British dominions. The Earl of Essex, to whom the prin- 
cipal command of the land forces was committed, was a 
favorite with the people, who are ever ready to prize those 
qualities which they can most easily comprehend. Ac- 
cording to the general opinion of him, “no man was more 
ambitious of glory by virtue, no man more careless of all 
things else.”* Yet he was accounted in few respects a 
good commander, was headstrong and rash, and was fre- 
quently unfortunate m his undertakings ; a circumstance 
imputed by the astrologers of those superstitious tunes to 
the “ disastrous aspect of Mars, which, in the hour of his 
nativity, sinned most adversely upon him in the eleventh 
house of lleaven.”t By less superstitious rcasoners, the 
failure of most of the enterprises in which Essex had the 
command, may be attributed to his precipitate temper, 
which displayed itself even in the ordinary and trivial ac- 
tions of Ins life.f The very qualities which occasioned 
his ruin as a courtier, militated against his ^access as a 
general . An indifferent pupil of J ,ord Lcit ester, h is fatlier- 
ui-law and patron, who, it was said, “ was wont to put all 
his passions in his pocket{,” Essex could neither conceal 
his emotions, nor, what was far more mipoitaiit, regulate 
them : so that he not only “ carried his love and hatred on 
his forehead,” but manifested either the one or the other 
upon too slight grounds, inteinperately, and often un- 
justly. || Yet his resentments proceeded rathe} “ from tlio 
weakness of his judgment, than from the malice of his na- 
ture,” and whilst he sometimes allowed them to master his 
better feelings, he was incapable of deliberately consenting 
to the oppression of an innocent man. IT 
Such were the qualities possessed by the chief in com- 
mand u])on the expedition to Cadiz : to these must be add- 
ed, dauntless gallantry, and an insatiable thirst for fame ; 

* Cnindot 553 t Camden, 553. 

t In tin; tannins parallel between him and the Duke of Hnrkinphnin, 
Eto-rt ib described ns hold i up Jim toilet with his room full of editors: 

“ Ini eves, hie (>drs 9 hie hend, and fiiceomplojed at once , Ins eyes to lot- 
ton, Iiim oars to (x titionore, his head and face to his gentlemen attend* 
anlM, Throw d cioak over Jim shoulders, and ho was gone.'* Rcliq, 
Wottoimo, id. 

$ Parallel hot ween the Earl of Essex and the Duke of Buckingham. 
Rehqimo VVottonia*, p. 31. m 

0 Ibid. 30. V Clarendon's Characters. 
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Essex in these latter respects, alone resembling 1 his coad- 
jutor, Ralegh. It was, therefore, judged advisable to tem- 
per the rashness, and generous, dauntless demeanor of Es- 
sex, with the experience of Lord Howard of Effingham, 
mature in council, and deliberate m judgment, though 
prompt and energetic in action. The fleet, the sovereign 
control of which was placed in the hands of Lord Howard 
of Effingham, was divided into three squadrons, each of 
which was allotted to the respective command of Essex, 
Lord Thomas Qoward, and Ralegh. Neither did Ralegh 
occupy the second post in command, that distinction being 
assigned to Lord Thomas Howard, probably as a tribute to 
the merits and services of his father, the* High Admiral, 
who had, al ready, evinced some jealousy of the ascendency 
which Essex had gained over the affections of the Queen.* 
The fleet sailed from Plymouth m the beginning of June, 
1596, and proceeded without being descried, and conse- 
quently without interruption, along the coast of Portugal, 
to^ape Saint Vincent, where every captain was permitted 
to open his instructions, which had hitherto been sealed, 
with directions not to examine them, except in case of 
separation of the vessels from their respective squadrons. 
Upon the twentieth day of the month, the fleet cast anchor 
on the west side of the island of St. Leon, which is joined, 
by a causeway, to the peninsula on which Cadiz stands. 
Essex was here urgent that the forces should be landed, a 
proposition which was resisted by the other commanders, 
and especially by the Lord Admiral. On the ensuing day, 
it was, however, judged expedient to commence an attack 
upon the Spanish vessels, a counsel which was received by 
the impatient Earl with so much delight, that he threw up 
his hat in a transport of jov. The assault was chiefly 
committed to Lord Thomas Howard, and to Ralegh, who, 
in a ship called the Warspight, caused a Spanish vessel to 
fall back. Aft, r being first retained, and then floated in 
by the fluctuations of the tide, the Spanish fleet was com- 
pletely defeated, the principal ship, the Saint Philip, 
burned, and several other vessels. The pitying care of 
Lord Effingham, an Englishman not only in valor but in 
humanity, saved, however, several large vessels, and res- 
cued from drowning many poor and {wmic-struck sailors, 


* Life of Lord Charles Howard, Biographia Britanmca. 
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who had cast themselves into the sea, frep fear of capture 
or death at the hands of the besiegers. 

It now remained to prevent all communication between 
the town and the continent, and to storm the nearest gate. 
In this service of danger, Essex, full of military ardor and 
forgetful of personal security, was foremost; but Sir 
Francis Vere, one of his council of war, had the good for- 
tune to break open the gate. Ralegh, in honorable asso- 
ciation with the two Howards, and the other principal 
officers, broke in, following several EnglUi leaders, who, 
covered with blood, and expiring from thOT wounds, were 
knighted by Essex and Effingham on the spot In this scene 
of confusion, victory was announced, the Spaniards retiring 
to the town-house and castle, both of which they were soon 
induced to surrender, upon conditions advantageous to their 
•conquerors. 

The next employment assigned to Ralegh was to pass 
up the Channel, m order to fire certain merchants’ ships 
winch had retired to Port Real. To save these vessels, a 
ransom of eighty thousand ducats was ottered, Out they 
were eventually consumed ; the policy of the English gov- 
ernment, at that time, exacting os a main point the de- 
struction of the Spanish navy, in preference to the pursuit 
of plunder.* 

After much consultation, was determined not to leave 
an English garrison in Cadiz, although Essex ottered to re- 
main in it with four hundred men. In pursuance of tho 
sad necessity of war, in this instance, as far as related to 
the Spaniards, alone aggressive as yet on the part of Eliz- 
abeth, Cadiz was cruelly devastated, the island of St Leon 
despoiled, and the forts razed, the triumphant English bear- 
ing away the pillaged property of those who had once been 
opulent and secure. Impatient to reach more peaceful 
scenes, Ralegh, in conjunction with all the other command- 
ers, except the younger Howard, opposed the desire evinced 
by Essex still to pursue other detachments of the Spanish 
fleet towards the Azores ; and, returning to England, left 
him with a small portion of the troops endeavoring to track 
the enemy cm the Spanish shores. 

Tho wealth derived from this expedition to most of tho 
land commanders was considerable ; but Ralegh, either from 
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being chiefly deputed to naval services, or from some other 
cause, remained unennehed. According to his own account, 
he 41 got from a splinter a lame leg, and deformed,” und few 
other trophies of the victory, in which he had a share. His 
account of his profits was, indeed, for from being encourag- 
ing, or cheering. 44 For the rest,” he says, 44 either 1 spoke 
too late, or it was otherwise resolved: I have not been 
wanting m good words, or exceeding kind and regardful 
usage; but have possession of naught but poverty and 
pain.” Yet ev«w honorable tribute was paid to his v alor, 
even by those \Wo doubted his sincerity, or contemned his 
political conduct The Lord High Admiral honored him 
by an especial mention, and Sir Anthony Standon, on eye- 
witness, wrote to the Lord High Treasurer, that 44 no man, 
in his judgment, did better than Sir Walter Ralegh.”* 

It was not, however, long after his return from Cadiz, * 
that Ralegh obtained the consent of the Queen to the pur- 
suance of a scheme which appeared to his sanguine mind 
to promise both wealth and fame, but which, subsequently, 
involved lus latter days in perplexity and danger, f 

This plan hail for its object, Guiana, a part of South 
America which had then only been visited by the Span- 
iards: to anticipate that adventurous nation in the seizure 
of uncolonized lands, and in the discovery of precious min- 
erals, was the avowed object of this, and of most similar 
enterprises of the period. It had long been a subject of 
meditation to Ralegh, who declares, in his dedication of the 
Historyf of Guiana, that 44 many years since he had know- 
ledge, by relation, of that mighty, rich, and beautiful em- 
pire of Guiana, and of that great and golden city which the 
Spaniards call El Dorado, and the naturals Manoa.”| To 
investigate tins boasted region, afterwards the source of so 
much reproach and so much calamity to him, he resolved 
to set forth, having previously sent his servants, Jacob 
Whiddon and Captain Parker, who, the year before, had 
brought home reports that there was such a place as El 
Dorado^ although they found it to be six hundred miles 
farther than they had anticipated. Whiddon, however, re- 
turned with so favorable an account of th6 riches of the 
country, that Ralegh resolved to investigate it; — a project 
in which he was encouraged by the concurrence of Sir 

* Birch, i. 35. f Birch’s Memoirs of Qucozi Elizabeth, ii. 54. 
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Robert Cecil and Lord Howard, both men of profound 
judgment, and of caution and experience.* 

He prepared, at his own charge, a squadron, composed 
of five ships, besides barges, wherries, and other requisite 
aid ; but, either from deficiency of means or of information, 
he omitted, as it appears from his own account, taking with 
him such supplies of men and of instruments for mining as 
seemed essential fur his purpose of investigation. Concern- 
ing this voyage lie was assailed with reports of the most 
malignant character, and little mimediat&reward was de- 
rived from the expenses and hazards which he encounter- 
ed. lie describes himself to have set out on tins arduous 
undertaking 14 in the winter of his life;” to have “under- 
gone many constructions, to have been accompanied with 
many sorrows, with lalior, hunger, heat, sickness, and 
perif.”t “ From myself,” he observes, “ I have deserved 
no thanks, for J am returned a beggar, and withered ; but 
that 1 might have bettered my poor estate, it shall appear 
by the following discourse, if, I had not only icspected her 
Majesty’s future honor and riches. It became not the for- 
mer fortune in which I lived to go journeys of piccory; 
and it had sorted ill with the offices of honor, which, by her 
Majesty’s grace, I hold this day in England, to run from 
cape to cape, and from place to place, for the pillage of or- 
dinary prizes.”}: 

In ir>95 lie set sail from Plymouth ; and, after taking in 
fresh provisions at the Canaries, he was joined by a ship 
belonging to Lord Charles Howard; and m the middle of 
March arrived at Trinidad, where he remained tour or five 
days. Of this island Ralegh has given an account, in the 
interesting and animated style which characterizes all his 
writings. lie mentions, indeed, but slightly, the celebrat- 
ed Pitch iAkc Brea, which has since been found to cover 
one hundred and fifty acres ; but expatiates upon the Man- 
grove oysters, a species of natural production, then proba- 
bly new to him ; and he appears to have made very rnmute 
observations upon the produce of this region. At Trinidad 
lie gained such intelligence as the Spaniards resident there 
could afford hitn respecting Guiana: lie cherished, never- 
theless, at that time, a design of revenging himself upon 
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Antonio de Berreo, the governor of San Joseph, the capital 
of the Spanish settlement there, for the destruction of eight 
men, whom De Berreo had betrayed into the woods, in the 
preceding year, under amicable pretences. In the execu- 
tion of his purpose, Ralegh manifested an indifference to 
human suffering, which, however disregarded by conquer- 
ors in general, might have claimed some consideration from 
a philosophical warrior. Justifying his conduct to his own 
mind, with the pretence of revenging the cruelty shown 
by De Berreo to the native princes of the soil, and explain- 
ing it to his country, by the expediency of not leaving a 
hostile colony to annoy him on his return from Guiana, 
Ralegh stormed and burned the city, taking De Berreo 
prisoner, and carrying him to Ins own vessel. 

To this commander he made, however, every reparation 
in lus power for the injury done him, by treating him in 
such a manner as his rank required, and his charucter 
merited, De Berreo as Ralegh affirms, “ being both very 
valiant and liberal, a gentleAn of great assuredness, and 
of a creat heart.” From him Ralegh learned that Guiana 
was six hundred miles farther from the sea than he had 
been before informed ; but this fact he sedulously concealed 
from his companions, who would have been dismayed by 
the intelligence. He then proceeded four hundred miles 
of this journey, leaving his ships at anchor, and taking 
with him the small barges and an old galley, in which he 
contrived with great inconvenience to stow one hundred 
persons ; but the lateness of the season, and the overflow- 
ing of the rivers, prevented them from reaching what he 
expected to prove the vicinity of El Dorado, the object of 
the enterprise. The effect of Ralegh’s labors was, in fact, 
little else than a more extensive investigation of the coun- 
try than had hitherto been made ; and the surrender into 
his hands of several petty princes, to whom he extolled the 
name of Elizabeth, and showed her picture, which, he de- 
clares, “ they so admired and honored, as it had been easy 
to have made them idolatrous thereof.” Such was the 
flattery with which even Ralegh did not disdain to season 
his works.* 

Of the country through which he passed, and of its pro- 
duce, both mineral and vegetable, he has given a long and 
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minute Recount ; the fidelity of which, from some appear- 
ances of exaggeration, has been generally doubted. 

To the advocates of Ralegh the description of his pro- 
gress through Guiana has appeared, from internal evi- 
dence, to be written in good faith ; and to be a genuine nar- 
rative, coming from tlie pen of on ingenuous but lively 
writer : by others, less credulous, it has been thought that 
the imagination of Ralegh, heightened by a sanguine tem- 
per, gave splendor to that scenery, and especially to those 
lulls which he describes to be sparkling “ with stones of 
the color of gold and silver and that it was his object, as 
it undoubtedly seemed to be his interest, to heighten the 
representation of these appearances. Respecting these 
accounts, the veracity of Ralegh was, at a subsequent pe- 
riod of his life, strictly called to account, and mercilessly 
weighed; and posterity has, m this point, been scarcely 
more favorable to him than his contemporaries. 

The results of his enterprise were found to be rather 
surmises than facts, dreams ^ splendor uihte;id of realiza- 
tions of value. If is scarcely too harsh a judgment to af- 
firm, that the credit of Ralegh was considerably shaken 
by the narrative which he penned, upon his return to Eng- 
land. 

ICis statements respecting the mineral productions of 
Guiana were, in the first place, rash and unqualified, and, 
to say the least, threw some degree of doubt upon his dis- 
crimination in such matters. In alluding to them, he thus 
expresses himself: — “For the rest, which myself have 
seen, f will promise these things that follow, and know 
to be true. Those who are desirous to discover and to 
sec many nations may be satisfied within this river 
(Oronooko,) which bringeth forth so many arms and 
branches, leading to several counties and provinces, about 
2000 nnlcs east and west, and 800 miles north and south, 
and of these the most rich either m gold or in other mer- 
chandiser The common soldier shall hero fight for 
gold, and pay himself, instead of pence, with plates of 
half a foot brgad, whereas lie breaketh his bones in other 
wars for prnvant and penury.”* Assertions such as these, 
anil promises of the most dazzling and alluring nature, 
abound in the narrative of his first voyage to Guiana ; ^ 
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work calculated in the highest degree to ensnare the fancy 
of the adventurous and speculative part of the community, 
and obviously written with that intention. Every circum- 
stance which he relates is touched with the coloring of 
fancy or of artilice; every stone which the travellers 
picked up is said to promise 41 gold or silver by its com- 
plexion the hills, too, abound with that description of oro 
44 called by the Spaniards inadre del oro;” m short, the 
narrative reminds the reader of the well-known description 
of Calypso’s island, where all was allurement, and seeming 
luxuriance of goodness. And the notion of fiction becomes 
irresistible, and is confirmed, when the author proceeds 
to tell us of a tribe in Guiuna 44 having their eyes in their 
shoulders, and their mouths in the middle of their breasts, 
and a long train of hair growing backward between their 
shoulders which, he continues, 44 though it may he thought 
a more fable, yet for mine own part I am resolved it is true, 
because every child in the provinces of Arromaia and Ca- 
nun affirm the same.”* Aft^such a specimen of fabulous 
composition as this, it is almost needless to remark, mat 
Ralegh’s accounts of the climate, even allowing for varia- 
tions of time, arc wholly at variance with truth, and are 
evidently tinged with partiality. According to his account, 
the country is so healthful, that, notwithstanding every 

C Me imprudence on the part of his companions, they 
no calentunuf nor other of those pestilent diseases 
which dwell in all hot regions.” A very different de- 
scription is, nevertheless, afforded by the intelligent Doctor 
Bancroft, who visited it in 171)6: by him, we are informed, 
that the natives were liable to a frightful and contagious 
species of k prosy, and that intermitting fevers were endc- 
nual near the sea.J Subsequent travellers have also de- 
nounced the climate as aguish, and likely to engender 
malignant fi vers ; circumstances which are easily to he 
accounted for by the inundations, and by the masses of 
animal and vegetable matter which settle and putrefy in 
the waters, occasioned by the heavy rains.} 

This discrepancy between the accounts given by Ralegh 
and those furnished by other travellers is the more remarka- 


* Voyapo to Guiana. t Intermittent fever, or ague. 
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blc in this instance, because, wherever a favorable report 
of the soil or produce could he conveyed, the details which 
Ralegh’s pen affords correspond almost exactly with those 
of other writers on Guiana. Tn his representations of the 
variety and occasional grandeur of the scenery, of the 
luxuriance and nature of the timber, and of the variations 
of the seasons, he is borne out by the testimony of less in- 
terested authors;* and he appears to have studied and 
described the manners, and religious superstitions of the 
natives, with great accuracy, f 

In mitigation of the strong charges of exaggeration 
brought against Ralegh, it must be observed, that extrava- 
gant notions at that "time prevailed in Europe respecting 
the treasures of Guiana; not, as Dr. Bancroft, at a much 
later period, remarks, “ perhaps wholly chimerical ;” in his 
opinion, Guiana, contained “undoubtedly mines of gold 
and silver, since the Spaniards have discovered some near 
the river Oronooko.”}: In reply to this assertion, it may 
be observed, that little irnpo^nce ought to bo attached to 
the popular notions of the times, this region being then al- 
most unexplored. Of Guiana, Ralegh remarks, that it 
was in his time “ unsacked, unwrought,” her surface un- 
torn by the spoiler, her graves unopened tor gold,” and it 
remained, during the lapse of two successive centuries, 
almost equally unknown, until Bancroft, a traveller un- 
versed. as he avows himself, in scientific lore, visited it 
in 1796. This ingenious and pleasing writer ascribes the 
uncertainty which prevailed respecting the mineral pro- 
duce of Guiana to the policy of the Dutch, to whom it was 
ceded m 1674, by the English, in exchange for New- 
York.} By the Dutch it was planted with canes ; and the 
discovery and working of mines prohibited, from the expe- 
rience of those ill effects which accrued to Spain from her 
acquisitions of Peru and Chili. || The account of Bancroft, 
which is somewhat in favor of Ralegh’s veracity, must, 
however, yield to that of later and more able observers of 
the region in question. No precious metals have, to this 
day, been discovered in Guiana, few of the minerals being 
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metal liferoua ; and the medicinal plants of Guiana consti- 
tuting its most valuable produce.* 

The credulity, or rather, as it has been considered by 
the world, the falsehood of Ralegh, may be extenuated by 
the fact, that he was neither the first traveller nor the last 
that extolled the treasures of Guiana upon his personal ob- 
servation. In 1541, Philip do Huttcn, a German knight, 
had described the houses of a certain town there which he 
had visited “ to shine as if they had been overlaid with 
gold.” It has since been conjectured, that lie may have 
mistaken talc for gold, an error which may also have been 
committed by Ralegh, f Subsequently to Ralegh’s first 
expedition in 1609, Robert Ilarcourt, of Stanton Harcourt, 
again investigated Guiana, with a design of planting it, 
and with a patent from James 1. to that elfoct. This gen- 
tleman, both from his own observation, and from intelli- 
gence afforded him by the inhabitants of Trinidad, con- 
firmed, in most particulars, the account of Ralegh, and 
evinced a degree of faith scarcely less than that displayed 
by his predecessor, in the existence of remote treasures 
within the bosom of Guiana; ho extolled, m high terms, 
Ralegh's narrative, which he calls an “ elfectual and faith- 
ful account;” praising, at the same time, the hardihood 
with which Ralegh had pursued an enterprise which was 
only to be frustrated by grievous and unforeseen acci- 
dents.}: 

This tribute, proceeding from a rival navigator, and so 
shortly after the first voyuge to Guiana, might be consider- 
ed as affording material evidence in favor of Ralegh’s vera- 
city, were it borne out by the investigations of later times. 
But the notions of Guiana which prevailed m Ralegh’s day, 
have, by modem research, been proved to resemble the 
wildest and most improbable dreams of romance. By many, 
even intelligent persons, of the 16th and 17th centuries, 
the story of the Lake Panama, the sands of which wore 
said to be of gold, was not discredited, and a belief was en- 
tertained in the existence of the fabulous city of Manoa, or 
El Dorado, near the river Oronooko. The popular desig- 
nation of the country was indeed, “El Dorado,” or in some 
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parts, the country of the Amazons ; Guiana being a name 
applied to it by the Indians.* Little, in short, was known 
of it ; even the celebrated Camden adopted ltalcgh’s highly 
colored descriptions without a doubt, referring the reader of 
his own pages to an M elegant book” of Sir Walter Ralegh’s, 
w herein lie most accurately describelh th«v countries, “ as 
if he had been bom and bred there. ”+ * 

No sooner liad Ralegh returned to England, than he felt 
the full extent of those annoyances and inconveniences 
which a sanguine disposition experiences from the in- 
credulous, or perhaps slanderous portion of the community. 
I le brought home, it is true, a quantity of ore, which was 
proved by the comptroller of the Mint, and in Goldsmith’s 
I lull, and was found to contain 26.900 pounds a ton.}: 
15y some persons, the cpiality of this gold was disputed ; by 
others, it was asserted that it had been purchased m Bar- 
baiy, carried on to Guiana, and afterwards conveyed to this 
country. It is possible that Queen Elizabeth was some- 
what influenced by these rumors ; for although die received 
Ralegh again into her favor, she gave him no u c * urance of 
assistance in any future voyage to Guiana. He represented, 
indeed, the capability of retaining the whole empire of 
Guiana by the erection of one large fort or town; and the 
facility of reuniting companies, scattered over the coun- 
try, by the great river Oronooko. This territory had been 
already offered to Henry the Seventh by Columbus, whose 
representations of its riches were thought to be incredible; 
and Elizabeth appears to have adopted, m this instance, the 
cautious policy of her grandfather, whom, in many points, 
die resembled. Ralegh concludes his w T ork by declaring 
that it would “ ill sort with the favors that he had received 
to abuse her Highness the Queen with fables or imagina- 
tions and, recommending her to employ all those soldiers 
and officers who are younger brethren in the enterprise, he 
also expresses his conviction, that if his counsels were fol- 
lowed, “ there would soon be a house of contractation of more 
receipt for Guiana than there is now in Seville for the West 
Indies.”} Rut neither this scheme nor any other, for the 
colonization of (jfuiana, was pursued by Elizabeth, who was 

T 
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either deterred by the expense of such a project, or doubt* 
ful of the truth of Ralegh's statements. Yet, in the follow- 
ing year, he again sent out two ships at his own expense, 
under the command of Captain K ovinia, with the aid of 
500/. advanced to him by the Jxml Treasurer, and a new 
ship, the very hull of winch stood its owner, Sir Robert 
Cecil, 800/.* Kfyims, on his return, published an account 
of further discoveries, and dedicated the work to Ralegh.f 
The voyage to Guiana, with its acquisition of great 
riches in perspective, tended greatly to reinstate Ralegh in 
the favor of Elizubcth, w r ho justly testified her approbation 
of exertions winch tended to improve nautical skill, to c\- 
i rri0 tend the British pow er, and to increase the contents 
lo96 * of her treasury. 


CHAPTER IU. 

The iBland Voyage;— Mortrficntions fui«<taiurd by Raleigh — Failure of 
the Expedition —State of Aflhirx at Home —Decline and stibsequen 
Ruin of Essex --The Sfiaie which Ralegh had in that AlCur. 

, Pr y~ The siege of Cadiz, justly called by Lord Clar- 
0 endon“ Essex tbrtunalest piece , \ n was shortly fol- 
lowed by an enterprise similar m its object und arrange- 
ment, but far less brilliant in the success of its operations. 
Of this expedition, which, from the nature of its destina- 
tion, was called the Island Voyage, Ralegh would probably 
have had the command, had not the superior influence of 
Essex intervened. The Queen was now entirely recon- 
ciled to him who had explored Guiana, and assisted m the 
reduction of Cadiz ; and, although she continued for some 
tune to suspend Ralegh from ljis post as captain of the 
guard, she suffered him, early in the spring, to entertain 
hopes of being allowed to resume that office. In June, Ra- 
legh being presented to her by Sir Robert Cecil, he was 
received with great aflabihty, rode in her majesty’s train 
the same evening, and was permitted entrance into her 
privy chamber, with the advantage of holding conferences 

* Cayley, from Sydney Papers, 284. t Birch, vol. i. p. 30. 
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with her, in the same manner as before his banishment 
from court.* 

Under these favorable circumstances, and seconded by 
the interest of the two Cecils, who were at that time his 
powerful friends, Ralegh appeared to hold a station m the 
queen’s favor, which might justify exportations of being 
henceforward the chief in command oil Riy maritime un- 
dertaking of danger and resjxuisibility ; tor lie was at this 
time undoubtedly the most approved and experienced naval 
officer th.it Elizabeth could appoint. Effingham was ill, 
and declined service ; and Hawkins and Drake were no 
more, those great men having died during the preceding 
year, within two months of each other, from the ejects ot . 
disappointment and anxiety m an unsuccessful expedition 
against the Spaniards. To Ralegh, therefore, might the 
most important trusts appear naturally to belong, by right 
of age and character. 

Rut Elizabeth never, until Essex rose to manhood, dis- 
played her feminine weakness in its utmost extent; nor did 
she, during the sad and almost degrading residue of her 
days ever cease to act from impulses, which v ere stimu- 
lated either by the hopes of a passionate attachment, or by 
tin* stings of unrequited affection. To gratifv the ambition 
of her favorite 1 , she placed him, therefore, without one con- 
sideration of justice, at the head of an expedition which he 
was but partially qualified to direct There are, probably, 
few situations which require more patient endurance, than 
that of a man who is conscious of his own powers; who is 
confident, not from arrogance, but experience, of his abili- 
ties; and thirsting for an honorable distinction, and who 
finds himself, 1 with unmerited partiality, placed beneath the 
level of one who has neither equal claims to distinction, 
nor strength of intellect sufficient to create such claims 
by future services. Such was the situation, and such may 
have been the sentiments, of Ralegh on seeing Essex pro- 
moted U a principal post; win 1st he, tar more advanced in 
knowledge, ns well as in years, was required to play a sub- 
ordinate part fp a man in mental capacity greatly his in- 
ferior. From these feelings, secret, but doubtless strong, 
it is probable., that much of Ralegh’s subsequent aversion to 
the unfortunate Essex proceeded ; and it is also probable, tba^ 
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from this irritating’ source, and from a consciousness of in* 
fbriority on the part of* the Karl, some of the disasters, and 
many of the annoyances of their common undertaking, 
arose. 

Essex was, however, at this time intoxicated with suc- 
cess; and welLhas lie been described ns having been 
“drawn into the fatal circle” of a public career, for which 
he was by nature but indifferently calculated. This island 
voyage was, indeed, the beginning of his decline in public 
estimation, and consequently m the confidence of his loyal 
mistress, who was ever attentive to the indications of popu- 
lar opinion.* 

The purpose of Queen Elizabeth, in this her last under- 
taking against the Spaniards, was to destroy their fleet at 
Ferro I, or any of their vessels containing treasures from 
the Wost Indies; and to conquer and garrison the A /ore 
islands, that of Terccira, the most, important, although not 
the largest, being especially marked out as an object of 
attack.f 

The fleet was divided into throe squadrons command 'd 
by Essex, Lord Thomas 1 Coward, and, lastly, .Ralegh. Un- 
der Essex, Sir Charles Blount, afterwards Kurd Mount joy, 
commanded the land forces, an appointment w Inch gave 
great offence to Sir Francis Voio, who was marshal of the 
army. It appears, also, that Ralegh had a concern in 
some quarrel with Vere; for Essex, on arriving at Wey- 
mouth, deemed it expedient to insist upon the two knights 
shaking hands, an act of reconciliation which was per- 
formed, according to Sir Francis Vere, “the more will- 
ingly, because there had nothing passed bclween us to 
blemish reputation.”! 

Between I)e Vere and Ralegh there was, however, a 
great degree of enmity ; a circumstance which the former, 
in his commentaries, attributes to envy of the notice taken 
of him by the Karl of Essex. It was arranged that Ralegh 
should take precedence of De Vere by sea ; and that Do 
Vere, in h s capacity as marshal, should have the prece- 
dence by land.} It was an additional cauw; of mortifica- 
tion to Ralegh in this voyage, that the principal officers* 
were mostly cither his personal foes, or, what amounted 
nearly to the same, the peculiar friends of Essex. Even 
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Sir Charles Blount, recently the rival of the Earl, was 
now his sworn ally, becoming afterwards, indeed, his rela- 
tion, by his scandalous marriage with Penelope Dcvereux, 
the sister of the Earl, and even at the time of her union 
with Mountjoy the wife of Lord Rich. Trifling and hasty 
disputes become to generous minds, in some cases, induce- 
ments to good-will and motives to good actions. Such 
was the nature of Essex, that he could not only forgive but 
cherish those who' manfully and honorably opposed him. 
Jt was still fresh in the memory of the people, that Blount 
had excited the jealousy of the Earl by wearing round his 
arm a queen of chess enamelled, which had been given 
Jinn by Elizabeth, as a reward tor Ins success in the tilt- 
yard. Some unguarded expressions, implying that “ every 
fool had now Jus favor,” were repeated from Essex to 
Blount, who immediately challenged Jinn. They fought 
in Marylione Park, and Essex was wounded in the thigh. 
The affair came to the oars of the Queen, who swore her 
hereditary oath (by God’s death) that she “would have 
some one take Essex down, and teach him manners.”* 
'i’b is disci]) I me restored peace, and the riwils became 
friends-f Sir George Oarow was appointed lieutenant of 
the ordnance, and Sir Christopher Blount r liief co-lonel. 
Those men were principally adherents or friends of Essex, 
and wore joined by his partisan, and subsequently fellow- 
s alio rer, tiie Earl of Southampton, and by various other 
noblemen and knights, all with “ their featJiers \\ aving and 
gay clothes,” a vanity peculiar to the English m war, ac- 
cording to the opinion of Camden. The important charge 
of victualling the forces having been assigned to Ralegh, 
ho undertook to find provisions during three months for 
6,000 men, at the rate of nine-pence per diem. Bridewell, 
Winchester House, and Durham House, were given to 
him as magazines. Ralegh protesting that lie should be a 
loser by tins agreement, it was remarked, that “few peo- 
ple were of that opinion except himself.’^ Alter the fleet 
had been two days at sea, directions were given to each 
squadron to proceed severally to Ferrol and to the Groyne 
(Corunna), in # ordcr to surprise a portion of the Spanish 
fleet in their harlmrs, and to intercept other of its squad- 
rons, on their passage from India, at the Azores. By this 
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plan the English exported to gam the sole sovereignty 01 
the ocean ; and Essex gave out openly, that lie inteudei 1 
either to defeat the Spauish fleet, or to sacrifice InniseJf 
lor his country. Scaicely were the squiulions flirty leagues 
from Plymouth, when a tempest assailed them. A thick 
mist enveloped every object; ami the thunder was only 
surpassed in horror by the agitated waves, upon which the 
vessels rode powerless. This warfare of the elements 
lasted four days, and completely subdued the courage of 
the stoutest hearts, so that all were rejoiced to had the 
friendly harbor of Plymouth, and of other towns on that 
coast. The ship of Lord Howard of Effingham, the Ihgh 
Admiral, was shattered, and the sailors were so intimidated, 
that some of them, to the disgrace of Englishmen, with- 
drew to their peaceful homes on shore.* After some re- 
cruiting, the fleet again set sail, but were again detained 
a whole month by weather in the Downs, and their provi- 
sions all spent. At that time there wore no means of 
quickly replenishing such diminished stores. Tt became 
necessary to disband all the laud forces, to send away 
many of the smaller ships, and to abandon all thoughts of 
going cither to Fcrrol or the (Iroyne. The chief ollicers 
then deliberated as to the piopucty of procee img to the 
Azores, and were all m 1*L\or of that undertaking except 
Vere, who maintained Hie hazard, and positive dishonor, of 
such on enterprise. Upon this dilemma, Ep*ex and Ralegh 
hastened to the Queen, who, nfler listening to the extrava- 
gant scheme of Essex, lo attack tins Spanish fleet at, all 
hazards, left it to her commanders to determine their own 
course. 

After the two officers hud returned to Plymouth, the 
armament w r ?»s at length pet to sea again, hut was again 
separated when within sight of Spain ; and the i ross-viml 
of Ralegh’s ship being broken, he was left hi hind the lest. 
In tins situa* l li, he in \ain endeavored to assist the de- 
signs of Essex, by sending n pinnace after him with the 
information that the Spaniel fleet had left Fermi for tho 
Azores. Meanw’hile Essex and his companions hail re- 
solved to sail directly for the A/ores, having seen tin* im- 
practicability of attempting to fire the Spaniards m their 
own harbor, f Ralegh had endcavured to take the same 
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course, Imt, having lost his track, he rejoined not the fleet 
until it had reached the island of Flores, where lie found 
Esk‘\ lilled with rage and suspicion against him. Essex, 
however, received him with apparent kindness, and apolo- 
gized that he had previously sent dispatches to England, 
branding Kalogh as a deserter of the Meet; a course to 
which the natural impetuosity of Esse^f an^ the oflicious 
suggestions of the base spirits that often throng around the 
rash and thoughtless, had impelled him. 

Whilst the fleet lay at anchor before Flores, a council 
of war was held to discuss the expediency of conquering 
and laying waste, or of garrisoning these islands, which 
afforded places of refreshment to the Spanish ships trading 
to the Indies. It was decided that Terceira should not be 
attempted until alter the smaller islands had been subdued. 
To Essex and to Ralegh were assigned the capture of 
Fay all; to the Lord Thomas Howard and Sir Francis 
Vere, that of (Jratiosa; to Lord Mountjoy and Sir Christo- 
pher Blount, St. Michael’s; and Pit jo, most fruitful in 
vines, was assigned to the Netherland squadron. 

Before quitting Flores, Ralegh, with several companions, 
ventured to rumble into the island, enjoying probably the 
freshness and delicious change which that bi autiful island, 
deriving its name from its flowers, afforded to the mind, 
after a long voyage on the inclement ocean. Whilst thus 
null lgmg, and availing himself of the opportunity of allow- 
ing Jus mariners to get supplies of water, Ralegh was 
hastily summoned to follow Essex to Fayull, w hither that 
commander, impatient of delay, had sailed before this ap* 
prizal. 

On their arrival .at Fayall, they cast anchor near the 
principal town, Ilocta, but nowhere descried Essex, or any 
part of his squadron. Delighted with the aspect and im- 
portance of the town, Ralegh called together a council of 
the officers, to determine whether they should attack it, or 
wait until the arrival of their chief. It was determined to 
delay proceedings for a few days, a plan which was pur- 
sued" until the fourth day, when, Essex not appearing, 
Ralegh resolve!! to take in water, guarding his ships for 
that purpose, though without any expectation of unnoyance 
from the enemy's forts. In this idea lie was, however, 
mistaken ; and, meeting w ith undoubted signs of resistance" 
from the Spanish garrison, the high spirit of Ralegh, and 
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the eagerness of his sailors, would not permit him to recode 
in his undertaking. With two hundred and sixty men, 
therefore, he resolved to attack a force double that number ; 
and, placing his ordnance as near the shore as jjossible, ho 
rowed into a species of harbor which was guarded by high 
rocks. In the crarsc of this exploit, the courage of Ra- 
legh's crow tilling under a heavy fire, he reproached them 
in vehement language, ordering his own barge to be 
rowed down full upon the rocks, and bidding those 
who were not panic-struck to follow him. Upon this 
there was an instant revival of hope and of valor; and 
Ralegh, landing among fire and shot, was followed by 
many officers of distinction to the narrow entrance, having, 
as it seemed, about him a spell which secured him from 
danger and intimidated the enemy. The Spaniards, see- 
ing his force thicken, retreated to the woods ; and Ralegh, 
recruited from the Ncthcrland squadron, was soon able to 
prepare the town to receive Essex on his arrival.* On the 
following day that commander, who had been tracking Uie 
ocean in search of the Spanish fleet, came to Eayall. Sir 
Gilly Merrick, one of his creatures, who lmd opposed the 
storming of the town, represented to him that Ralegh had 
merely seized an opportunity of signalizing himself with- 
out tiie co-operation of his colleague. This account was 
eagerly received and believed by Essex, who hod long 
suspected ill-will on the part of Ralegh towards himself; 
yet he disdained to take an ungenerous advantage of his 
authority to oppress one so much his superior in age and 
experience. He rejected, therefore, the counsels of some 
of his officers to put Ralegl* to death, and of others to 
cashier him ; although the latter punishment was inflicted 
on some of his companions. Ralegh was, however, sum- 
moned to appear before the commander-in-chief, and se- 
verely reprimanded by him for having broken the disci- 
pline of war, .tnd landed Ins troops without being authorized 
by the command of the general. This act of insubordina- 
tion had, he observed, been forbidden under pain of death. 
To this address Ralegh replied by affirming, that the three 
principal commanders, of whom he was one, were exempt- 
ed from this prohibition, which he had only been induced 
to infringe from the necessity of taking in water. lie 
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was then exhorted by liOrd Thomas Howard to acknow- 
ledge hia error, an injunction with which he complied; 
and after which, he, and the captains who had been cash- 
iered, were received into favor. 

Essex appeared to be so far reconciled to Ralegh, that 
he consented to rest in tho temporary residence in which 
Ralegh laid taken up his abode in the tow n. Ralegh also 
invited him to supper; a request with which Essex, who 
is said to have preferred the society and conversation of 
his rival to that of many others whom he appeared to favor, 
scorned evidently disposed to comply. 

Upon being apprized of this arrangement, Sir Christopher 
Rlount remarked, that “ he thought rny lord would not sup 
at all on observation which called forth from Ralegh the 
remark, that “as tor Sir Christopher’s own appetite, he 
might, when he was invited, disable it at pleasure ; but if 
the Earl would stay, he should bo glad of lus company.”* 
J?y the mediation of Lord Thomas Howard, who, in the 
most becoming manner, acted as umpire between them, 
the generous Essex and his comrade were, however, 
effectually reconciled for the present time, notwitlistanding 
the endeavors of base spirits to sever them. 

From Fayall, Essex and bis squadron sailed for Grutiosa, 
which submitted itself to the English arms. On landing 
at this island, the generous yet imprudent temper of Essex 
displayed itself, in his declining to face the enemy’s forts 
with a greater pnqiortion of arms and armor than the 
pour sailors who rowed Ins barge to shore;! and here he 
ngam experienced that ill fortune which his warm admirer 
Camden attributed to the evil influence of his horoscope,' 
but winch may hero lie ascribed to a deficiency in caution, 
and a too great facility in following the advice of other* 
For some reasons, of little moment, he tarried not long 
enough at Cratiosa to look out for the Spanish fleet, gen- 
erally returning at tins season from the Indies. He sailed 
to St. Michael's, and had the mortification of learning, 
that about an hour or two afterwards those very ships had 
touched at Grat*losa4 

After many \ain attempts to return to Gratiosu, and to 
attack the ciiemjs tlie fleet set sail for England, meeting 
on their passage with heavy storms, which in the mean- • 
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time annihilated a Spanish armament, which was in prepa- 
ration to sail against England from the Ferro! ; Ileaven 
thus seeming to interpose its aid whore the strength of 
man was inclFectual to destroy. By the total loss of the 
Spanish fleet, a great slaughter between the two nations 
was thus prevented ; and the English warriors, after some 
distress, carne safely to their native shores. Ralegh was 
in gTeat necessity for water, and, whilst suffering from 
that greatest of all deficiencies, beheld the Earl of Essex 
at a distance, deprived m a recent storm of every compan- 
ion vessel, except two little barks. This vicissitude to him 
who had but lately left England, followed by a numerous 
fleet, appeared to an eye-witness* almost typical of the 
varying destiny by which the eventful tenor of the Earl's 
life was, in no ordinary degree, chequered. On his return 
to the court, the impatient indignation of the Queen, and 
the murmurs of the people, awaited him ; and Sir Francis 
Vere, formerly his warm partisan, and still attached to 
him, could with some difficulty assuage the anger of Eliza- 
beth, balancing her interests as a sovereign with her pu- 
vato inclinations.! 

The island voyage, comprising a scheme so admirably 
concerted, that it might have almost wholly annihilated 
the Spanish navy, was totally unsuccessful, as tar as the 
public interests were concerned ; some prizes were obtain- 
ed by Ralegh, and much plunder by Essex! ; yet the result 
of this expedition was injurious to the reputation of each 
of these gallant commanders. The people were unanimous 
in their censures of Ralegh, wjhose usual unpopularity v\ as 
increased by the circumstances of his variance with Essex, 
although his exploits were generally more commended 
than those of the Earl. Essex, on the other hand, the idol 
of the lower classes, was blamed by intelligent persons for 
his violence md rashness, and was thought to have acted 
with injustice towards Ralegh, in exposing so experienced 
and approved a navigator to public inquiry into his con- 
duct.} Confidence between these two individuals had long 
been suspended by a very slender thread of regard : it h ul 
been shaken in the Cadiz expedition, in which Ralegh felt 

• Sir Arthur Gorges OMys, 135. 

t Note from Vere’s Commentaries in Biog. J Camden, p. 475. 

f Sydney Papers, vol. u. p. 68. 74. 



LIFE OP SIR WALTER RALEGH. 83 

that he had hecn unduly kept back from services of dis- 
tinction ; and the events of the recent enterprise had con- 
firmed these impressions. This state of feeling between 
the two parties was discreditable to both, and to Essex fa- 
tally injurious. On his part, this rivalship was maintained 
with a spirit of honor, which was nobly displayed m the 
aflair of Flores, when asked to put Ralegh upon lus trial : 
“That,” he replied, “ would I do, were he my friend.” 
Rut Ralegh possessed not a disposition so generous as that 
of his unfortunate enemy; and aided by others more subtle 
than hiBBgelf, if he did not accelerate the ruin of the lm- 
prudcnffilsscx, he lent, no benevolent aid to arrest the pro- 
gress of his destruction. , Whilst distrust on the one hand, 
und dislike on the other, rankled in the minds of both jKir- 
ties, a close observer of each individual gave this account 
of the deportment of Sir Walter towards the Earl : — “ fchr 
Walter Ralegh’s carriage to my Lord of Essex, is with 
the cunningest respect, and deepest humility, that ever I 
saw or have trowed.”* 

But no machinations on the part of Ralegh, could have 
ruined Essex had lie retained the friendship of the Lord 
Treasurer Rurleigh, the guardian and advj&er of lus youth. 
This veteran statesman, who is said to have controlled the 
court at pleasure lor thirty years, was now in the decline 
of life, but m the full vigor of Jus faculties, and in the height 
of lus influence. Designated by Queen Elizabeth with 
the name of “ Jier spirit,” from the celerity with which he 
dispatched public business, Burleigh was unabJe to allot 
any portion of Ins time to his own private recreations; 
serving a mistress, who was scarcely induced by any apol- 
ogy lcbs than a last illness to give up tlio closest attendance 
on the part of her ministers, and executing her commands 
with a degree of zeal and regularity proportionate to the 
demands made upon those requisite qualities. Yet, whilst 
permitting himself only one indulgence, that of building 
great la uses, which he called “his vanity,” the lord 
treasurer had found leisure carefully to superintend the 
education of Essex, and even to write him counsels con- 
cerning the nature of true nobility, to which thpre is a 
Latin reply extant, from the Earl, showing how well ho 

* Cayley, p. 383., from Birch’s Memoirs of Queen Elizabeth, vol. iL~ 
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had profited by the care of his guardian * Notwithstanding 
these early obligations, dissensions and jealousies had 
arisen between with the Cecils and Lord Essex, Ralegh 
acting a conspicuous part in the management of that ma- 
chinery of which these court cabals were composed. 

It had been the lot of Burleigh, to live to see his chil- 
dren’s children to the third generation.! It was Ins still 
happier fate to behold those children not only walking in 
the shadow of his greatness, but pursuing the same course 
which had raised him to eminence. Of Ins two sojm, the 
elder succeeded him in his title and estates ; thd||punger, 
bred up to business, inherited his application, hisrotcgrity, 
and, m some measure, his talents, buthc displayed not that 
scope of mind which had enabled the elder Burleigh to 
comprehend the true interests of his nation, to extend the 
views of Elizabeth, and to direct them to useful and glo- 
rious ends. 

Robert Cecil, afterwards the first Peer created by Eliza- 
beth’s successor, was, at this period of Ralegh's life, his 
close ally; and, with some variations, the opponent, mk* 
as Essex conceived, the rival of that nnpefu jus j jirl. The 
original cause of tins aversion on the part of Essex, w ns 
his disgust at ivhat lie considered to he the low anil dis- 
honorable machinations of Cecil, who lias neon aptly de- 
scribed as a courtier from the cradle. The immediate 
source of their mutual ill-will was the appointment of Sir 
Robert Cecil to the office of secretary of state, during the 
absence of Essex at Cadi/. Previous to his departure, the 
earl had entreated the oueen to bestow that place upon 
Sir Thonns Bodley, recently ambassador at, the Hague, 
and the munificent founder 01 that library which bears his 
name at Oxford ; a fabric which drew troin the pedantic 
James the First the exclamation, that, “were he not a 
king, he would be a University man ; were he a prisoner, 
he would wish no other prison than that library, and to be 
chained together with so many good authors.” But Bodley, 
although an eminent man, and one of a family who had 
suffered greatly for the Protestant cause, was judged by 
the quqpi to be less adapted for the management of affairs 
than Cecil, who had imbibed notions of state policy in his 
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very infancy. Elizabeth was, also, disgusted by the ex- 
travagant invectives of Essex against Cecil, and by his ill- 
timed and ill-judging panegyric of his friend. The place 
was accordingly, bestowed upon Cecil.* 

During the interval which elapsed between the expedi- 
tion to Cadiz and the island voyage, Ralegh, from what 
motive ddes not appear, endeavored to tranquillize the fre- 
quent dissensions winch arose between the belligerent fao 
tions ; and, on one occasion, prevailed so far as to bring 
them together at the house of the secretary, whore they 
all thr^dmed.f For the diligence with which Ralegh 
pursue^Pnis endeavor at reconciliation, various reasons 
w ere assigned by the watchful observers about the court, 
w ho appear, from the documents extant, to have made the 
office of investigating into the concerns of others the bnsi- 
lie^-s of tlicir lives. By some it was thought, that Ralegh 
wished to avail himself of the joint interest of Cecil and 
Essex, in order to obtain the post of vice-chambcrlain, for 
winch lie applied; and this conjecture seems probable, 
from the circumstance that lie proffered to Essex a thin}, 
part of the protits derived from prizes in the island voyage, 
to assist in the payment of t lie earl’s debts ter the import- 
ant consideration of his influence. Wliatever may have 
been the ini .icdiate spring of his actions, these debasing 
intrigues } .ul their effect in sullying the purity of Ralegh’s 
integrity, and m subjecting Ins fine genius to the profana- 
tion of eoWishness and duplicity It is a matter of specu- 
lation, whether continued mum .ivrcs, and the habit of 
deception, are not calculated *o debase and weaken the 
mind more than the commission of one actual crime; for 
we are reluctant to allow the necessity of repentance tor a 
series of daily, and appr^cntly trifling faults, and are, there- 
fore, let! on to a dangerous repetition. Meanwhile, Ralegh 
was assiduous in courting the friendship of the Lord Treas- 
urer Burleigh, not merely from regard for the virtues, or 
respect for the talents, of that great man, but from the 
pitiful desire that something might be effected in his favor 
before Sir Robert Cecil went to prance, as an ambassador 
to Henry the Fourth. It was, indeed, at the time reported, 
that both Ralegh and the younger Cecil ardently desired 
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to be made Barons, and had, says RowJ^nd White, “a 
purpose to be called unto it, although there be no parlia- 
ment”* Accordingly, with the dreams of greatness m his 
head, Ralegh attended the great man to Dover, entertained 
'him with a banquet and a play, and devoted to him those 
attentions which ambition oilers as a tribute tp success. 
The result of all these manoeuvres was of a mingled na- 
ture. The office of vicc-chnmberlaiu iiad been promised 
to Sir Robeft Sidney, mid was probably never thought of 
for Ralegh ; Queen Elizabeth not liking men whet were 
fit for military exploits, to be, in her own langqAe, “too 
much addicted to the prescncc-cIm mber.”t loQpns dis- 
appointment, Ralegh obtained, through the interest of 
Cecil, and the concession of Essex, the honor of becoming 
a privy-councillor.J 

Whilst we deprecate servility and intrigue, it must he 
remembered, that there were some parts of Ralegh’s con- 
duct, as a courtier, more creditable to his character than 
the furtherance of his own sellish designs. With his usual 
^wisdom, he saw that the frequent broils between the emr- 
uers impeded the due performance of public business ; oc- 
casioned, to use his own words “continual unquietness” 
in the mind of the Queen; and tended to give an advan- 
tage to the enemies of the sovereign. Impressed by these 
considerations, Ralegh sought, and prooured, a reconc illa- 
tion between Essex and Lord Howard, recently created 
Earl of Nottingham, upon the score of Ins services in the 
Spanish invasion, and at Cadiz. Essex had resented the 
elevation of Lord Ho^fcrd to the title of earl, which, added 
to his office of lord chamberlain, gave him precedency. 
But Elizrteth soothed the vanity of her favorite, by b(_\slow r - 
ing upoflr him the dignity of lord marshal, which, by a 
statute of the reign of Henry the Eighth, enabled all of the 
ronlRif earl who had that dignity to take precedency be- 
fore their peers of the same degree.} 

1 rnw Ralegh was now again actively engaged in the 

v ' military services of his country. Reports wdncli pre- 
vailed respecting the approach of a Spanish fleet again drew 
him into Cornwall, to assist in the preparations of defence 
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in that county .-^Shortly afterwards he was ordered by the 
privy-council to give his opinion of the affairs of Ireland, 
■mil some rumors prevailed of his being appointed lord 
deputy in that country; but, to the acceptance of this 
office, Ralegh, who lisul early witnessed its dangers and 
anxieties, expressed a decided reluctance. 

Ireland atlorded at tins tune almost the only chance of 
mingling in those warlike occupations, in which English- 
men were indulged by their rnonarchs of thPTudor line. 
Already had negotiations for a peace with Spain been 
laid bqjftte Henry the Fourth of France, and proposed, by 
that rijRrrli, to Elizabeth. The lord treasurer, almost 
expiring with age and infirmities, seconded the proposition, 
upon reasons connected with Ins intimate knowledge of 
the resources of England ; liis observation of the temper of 
the people, prone to sedition when heavily burdened; and 
his fears of the uncertainties of war.* Of the sentiments 
entertained by Ralegh on this discussion we have no me- 
morial; hut it is probable that he coincided with Burleigh. 
The popular faction, headed by Essex, and emboldened by 
the manifest inclinations of the Queen, lifted up their 
voices fora continuance of the struggle which hod, al- 
ready, proved so triumphant. Essex, who, like most of th& 
highly-born men of the day, deemed no pursuit in life glo- 
rious but that of war, breathed, as Burleigh expresses it, 
nothing but ‘ k wnr, slaughter, and blood.” After a vehe- 
ment dispute ii]x>n the subject, that veteran statesman, 
become almost prophetic from experience, gave his senti- 
ments to Essex in a manner w T hicf4fcnght have silenced a 
less impetuous reason cr. “1 know not,” saite Camden, 
speaking of this argument between Cecil and Essex, ‘ 
with what presaging fund he (lxird Burleigh) reached 
forth a psalm-book, and silently pointed to this wsc: 
‘Men of blood shall not live out half their days.’ ” ^?er~ 
haiis that, veteran observer of life and inaimers saw that 
the gc r^rous but impetuous spirit of Essex would ulti- 
mately effect his destruction; perhaps he reviewed the 
picture, doubtless often, in the course of his long life, pre- 
sented to Ins < bservation, of feminine devotedness changing 
its nature, like chemical substances, from swejtit to bitter, 
from the admixture' of the pungent ingredients of suspicion 
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and jealousy. But Essex was destined soon to lose this 
stern monitor yet faithful friend ; Lord Burleigh dying this 
year, worn out with the gout, and still more with the la- 
bors and anxieties of a public career, and, as Ins son tho 
Earl of Salisbury, likewise, afterwards in Ins own rase ex- 
pressed himself, longing for death. Whilst Burleigh lived, 
the life of Essex would have been secure from the scafloldg 
even if his indiscretion had ruined Jus prospects as a cour- 
tier. QuearElizabeth, disturbed by the frequent conten- 
tions of her courtiers, and still more by the alternate inso- 
lence and submission of Essex, may perhaps almost ha\ e 
envied the tranquil Aid of her dying minister, whom she 
frequently visited after his retirement from office. Having 
arranged every temporal concern which might draw' him 
back to life, Burleigh eagerly courted the approach of his 
dissolution ; and, “perceiving,” as an eye-witness expresses 
it, “ that his vital spirits wrestled with the pow er of death,” 
cried out m on agony, ‘ Oh, what a heart have 1 that 1 will 
not die !’ and when liis breath was almost spent, and, by 
infusion of hot waters into Ins mouth he had recovered 
sense again, he gently reproved those that were about him, 
saying they did him wrong to call him bark.” Thus, with 
the last faltering motions of his lips employed in prayers and 
exhortations, died this truly great man,* whose bitterest 
adversary, as Camden affirms, “said that he envied him m 
nothing so much as for such a death in so great glorie.” 
With Burleigh, the small portion of prudence which Essex 
possessed died also; and as for Elizabeth, her support in 
difficulties, and her dlbnsellor m jieace, was gone. To 
the friends of Essex his death seemed, m regard to thft. 
earl, as the harbinger of that ruin which follows in the 
train of thoughtless and confident speunty. Such w T ns the. 
dret^ which he entertained respecting Ins contest with 
ftal^fh, that Puckering, the lord-keeper, prevailed upon 
him to give his promise, that no further rival ship should ho 
displayed between them : yet this timely caution availed 
but little. One of the last festivities of Elizabeth’s reign 
which she may be said to have enjoyed, gave rise, how- 
ever, to fresh contentions. On the celefiration of tho 
Queen’s toth-day, Ralegh appeared in the tilt-yard at 
Westminflfr, with a degree of* splendor which roused the 
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jealousy of Essex, and stimulated him, os it is said, to aim 
at the deadly injury of the knight In the usual Qpinbats. 
Ralegh possessed a suit of armor so costly as to excite the 
envy of all those who wearied themselves in a vain show, 
or were the slaves of that “ vexation of spirit” winch has 
wittily been described as the successor of vanity. Jn this 
fjprgeous encasement Ralegh so much delighted, that his 
pqirtniit was painted while wearing it ; and h^s supposed 
to huve figured in it on this occasion, for, in we portrait, 
his arm was decorated with a riband which tradition as- 
sorts he received from the Queen as ^reward in this very 
tilt-yard, and which he carried to JicP majesty one morn- 
ing, to show that he had ridden a hundred and twenty 
miles the night before, m order to return toiler presence.* 
The shoes of this accomplished courtier were valued at six 
thousand pieces of gold ; Ins sword and belt were adorned 
with jewels; and about his person he wore jewels to the 
value of three-score thousand pounds, one diamond alone 
being worth a hundred pounds, f Yet Ralegh, now in the 
lbrty-seventh year of his age, and disfigured, according to 
lus own account, with a “lame leg, and deformed,” could 
not, ui all this splendor of appearance, cope with the gay 
and gallant bearing of Essex, whose very foibles were of a 
description to sort with the turbulence and mimic wars of 
a tournament. That which in Ralegh was design, appeared 
in Essex the overflow of un ardent and valiant heart, sac- 
rificing, at the shrine of the Queen’s vanity, the tribute 
which 1 lie young and beautiful might envy. Nothing, 
however, could be more childish thraT the mode in which 
their rivalry was carried on, as the well-known story of the 
tawny leathers sufficiently exemplifies. Whilst E*wx wras 
in disgrace with the Queen, after the celebrated inter- 
view in which he, with more natural feeling than gallery, 
resented the royal blow on the ear, so renowned m alrtho 
annals of those tunes, he learned that Ralegh intended to 
appear on the following day m the tilt-yard with a gallant 
train, all splendidly accoutred in orange-colored feathers. 
Upon gaining this intelligence, Essex mustered a far more 
numerous company, all of whom he adorned with leathers 
similar to those worn by the Ralegh party ; ahd^so lavish 
was he of these ensigns, that he caused two tSRisand of^ 
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them to be worn in the tilf>yard.* He then appeared as 
the leader of this radSnt band, himself in a complete suit 
of orange color, and thus, being mistaken as the chief of 
the whole of those in orange, confounded all distinction 
between himself and Ralegh. This “feather triumph,” 
as Lord Clarendon calls it, affords a specimen of the taste 
in which civil contentions were carried on during t ft 
strange aginations of frivolity and wisdom by whiff) 
Ehzabeth’sreign was characterized. Yet the victory of 
Essex in this petty contest was incomplete ; and on the \ 
following day a knight being observed in green in lieu of 
him who had figureerm orange, it was remarked, that “ he 
had changed his color, because he had run h> ill.” This 
■ disguised and disgraced knight is conjectured to have been 
Essex, f 

1598 The disturbances in Ireland recalled the attention 
’ of the military portion of Elizabeth's court to ulfairs 
of serious moment, and consultations began to lie held as 
to the person nuist adapted to quell the furious rebellions by 
which that unhappy country was agitated. Of Elizabeth 
it has been said, and the common popular feeling of the 
time confirmed the observation, “that her dispensations 
were so poised as though justice and discretion hud both 
stood at the beam, and seen them weighed together in due 
proportion ;J” yet her choice on this occasion implied a 
total absence of those principles of action. That Ralegh 
was the most effective man of the court, in operations of 
difficulty or in deeds of danger, appears to ha\ e been the 
prevailing opinion ; each power of Ins mind having been 
tried by the severe test of experience, and improved by 
the habit of constant exertion ; a habit by the aid of which 
ordinary abilities often resemble in their effects the most 
remgfrkable indications of genius: but Ralegh's distaste 
for the arduous office of lord deputy, accounts m some 
measure for hii* not being appointed to that important 
trust. 

The next person upon whom the public eye rested was 
Charles Blount,} who had succeeded, in 1594, to Ins bro- 

* ClarendflqV Disparity between Essex and Bucks. Rehqup Wot* 
toms, p. l^fft 

Oldya, 132. t Naunton’s Fragments Regalia. 
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ther’s title of I^ord Mountjoy, and of wliom the queen 
prophesied, that “ he would end her troubles in Ireland 
a national benefit which he partly accomplished m her 
reurn, and effectually in that of her successor. Descended 
from nn ancient race, and allied to three families of peers, 
Jxml Mountjoy had been distinguished from Ins earliest in- 
troduction by the peculiar favor of the queen. At first his 
youthful and handsome appearance engagedtjjie attention 
of Elizabeth, who said, “ she knew there was some noble 
blood m him.” The bashfulness with which lie, a youth 
of twenty, sustained the unfeminine rudeness with w liich 
she fixed her dauntless gaze upon him, was found to con- 
ceal the attributes both of w it and courage, and the acqui- 
sition of scholastic learning * I lencc lie had been employ- 
ed in most of the military enterprises of his time, varying 
occasionally the distinctions of warlike prowess with those 
accorded m the academic retirements of Oxford, being 
created a master of arts in that university almost whilst 
actively engaged in pursuit of the Armada.t Thus en- 
dowed, and }>ossessed of the entire confidence of the queen, 
the expectations of the political part of the nation were 
in favor of Mountjoy’s nomination to the government of 
Ireland. Unhappily for Essex, his own presumption, and 
the intrigues of his enemies, who desired his absence 
from the court, intimidated Mountjoy from advancing those 
pretensions to the appointment which would have been 
seconded by the universal suffrage of public opinion. 

Heckles of his own inability to conduct the affairs of the 
sister kingdom, the infatuated Essex interposed ins plea to 
the charge, which lie grounded upon the inexperience of 
Blount m warlike affairs, and the smallness of his estate; 
alleging that he was strengthened with few followers, and 
too much drowned in the study of learning. Altfcugh 
pretending, after the fashion of the day, to disqualify him- 
self, as it w as called, for the office, unfortunately for him- 
self the Earl gained the object of his wishes, and left Eng- 
land, confident of victory over the rebels. “ I have beaten 
llalegh and Kpollys in the council,” such was his boast, 
‘and I will beat Tir Owen in the field ; for nothing worthy 
ier inujcstyV* honor has yet been achieved,”^* JUie result 
if these sanguine expectations, and of the operations o^ 


* Nuunton, xii. p. 73. f Biog. J Nugte Antique, vol. I. p. 240, 
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the largest army that Ireland had ever seen ; the neglect 
of instructions which lie hiul received; and the ill-advised 
return of Es&ex, might have etlected his ruin, independent 
of the evil offices of ins enemies. Ireland was justly said 
to have been “the sepulchre of his father, and the gravo 
of his own fortunes.”* Yet Essex with common prudence 
might have retrieved his condition, possessing as lie did a|t 
interest in tl$e directions of the queen, from which even all 
his ingratitude and his follies could not wean her. 

Nevertheless, even before his return to England, his 
friends dreaded, and he meditated* the prosecution of some 
audacious scheme which might involve the succession to 
the crown m difficulty, and the Queen herself m danger, f 
Such were the rumors of Ins rash designs, that the l.i^t 
maritime military service in which Ralegh was employed 
by Elizabeth was thought to refer to an apprehension of 
his treasonable attempt. In the month of August them 
were great and general fears of an invasion from some 
quarter; troops to the number of six thousand were mus- 
tered to guard the city and attend the Queen's person ; 
chains were drawn across the streets; additional watem s 
w*ere provided, and lights hung out from every hon*o tor 
a fortnight.}: Sixteen or eighteen vessels were hastily fit- 
ted out, Lord Thomas Howard, and Ralegh as vice-admiral, 
being appointed to command them. On the fifth day of 
the month Ralegh took leave of the ladies of the court and 
of his friends, and joined the fleet.} After being a month 
at sea, he was permitted, with the rest of the arma incur, 
to return homo. The popular surmise which attributed 
this preparation to a dread of Essex was, however, m all 
possibility, deceived. It was the Queen’s policy, admira- 
ble m times of so much danger, to accustom her people to 
prompt and sudden motion* of defence ; to alarm her ene- 
mies a3 much by her readiness to repel as by her deeds m 
actual warfare; fulfilling thus the duties of a legislator, 
wliose truest interest it is to prevent bloodshot! and promote 
in her subjects the happy feeling of security. 

Upon the unexpected ref urn of Essex in September, ca- 
bals ran h,gh, and the anxiety and perturbation experienced 

Parallel in RrliquJu: Wottonue. f Camden, anno 1599. 
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by those persons who were most interested could only bo 
exceeded by the chagrin and irresolution of the Queen. 

When Essex was consigned to custody, popular clamora 
were more virulent than court factions, ana even the pulpit 
lent its aid to fan the flames of dissension. Extravagant 
praises of the carl were uttered by the preachers, and 
libels were propagated throughout the country, reflecting 
on the privy-council and on the Queen for detaining m 
durance him whom they considered to be innocent,* Of 
these domestic broils, a narrative, perhaps the most minute 
that ever was penned, is preserved in the letters of Rowland 
White to his patron Sir Robert Sydney, recently promoted 
to the honor of chamberlain, f In the details given by this 
industrious observer of men and manners, the alternations 
of hope and fear, both in the friends and enemies of E^ex; 
the irresolution of the Queen’s mind ; the strength of her 
o flection, counteracted by her jealous concern for the safety 
of her crown nnd sceptre ; all are portrayed so as to pre- 
sent these vicissitudes of passion before us in lively colors. 
In respect to the libels, this writer asserts Sir Walter Ru- 
les'll to have been regarded as the author. Aftoi observing, 
“that between Lord Cobham and Sir Waller Rauley is 
growen a deepe unkindness, but that he cannot yet learno 
the cause,” lie adds, “ Sir Walter Rauley lias an ague : all 
the world suspects him about the libels.” J The design of 
these publications must, therefore, have been to inflame 
the mind of the Queen against Essex, since the mutual 
aversion of the Earl and Ralegh was well known to all 
parties at this time. “ Some shynynge of pace and pitye 
appears m her majesty towards Essex, for besides her yes- 
terday’s favor she is pleased he shall have the liberty of 
lilt; garden ; but Sir Walter Rauleyj is fallen sicke upon it, 
and her majesty very graciously sent to see him.”|| The 
libels wore inveighed against by Lord Treasurer Ruck- 
hurst in the council, and the wisdom of the Queen’s mea- 
sures defended by her ministers severally. This was fol- 
lowed by an harangue on the part of thp lord keeper in the 

♦ 57X 
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star chamber, exposing the errors of the Karl of Essex, and 
magnifying the endeavors of the Queen to secure the peace 
of Ireland.* Whilst Essex remained in custody in the 
house of the lord keeper, devoting, us he wrote to his 
friends, his “meditations to God,t” Ralegh was sent into 
Flanders with 1/ird Cobhnm, with a commission to treat 
with the United States concerning the peace now in agita- 
tion between England and the Continental powers.]: Their 
embassy was conducted with the greatest secrecy; yet it 
excited suspicions in the mind of Ihc Archduke Albert, 
Governor of the Netherlands in right of his wife, to whom 
that portion of ins dominions had been ceded by her father, 
Philip the Second of Spain. Queen Elizabeth hu\ mg been 
charged by Albert with supplying Ihc Hollanders with 
ammunition and victuals, it was thought necessary to em- 
power the commissioners lor peace at Boulogne to refute 
tins notion, and accordingly ivn ingenious and subtle excuse 
for the embassy was supplied by the able pen of the secre- 
tary Cecil, in case that the jnurjiey of Lord Coblium and 
Ralegh should be mentioned ns a source of umbrage. 
Prince Maurice was at this tune engaged m the siege of 
Isabella, a fort near Ostend, and the pretext of seeing 
his camp, and the arrangement of his army, was the plea 
upon which the journey of the two English courtiers was 
laid : “ of whom, if they speak (but not otherwise),” says 
the cautious Cecil, “you may use this argument: * that 
they have no charge, nor carried cither horse or man but 
some half a dozen of their owne; but finding the Queen is 
so resolved to have peace (if good conditions could be had), 
they obtained leave with linportunitio to see this one action 
before they should become desperate of seeing any more 
of that kynde in her majesty’s time,’ which Cod long con- 
tinue.”} The postscript of this letter, which is dated July 
14th, 1600, mentions the return of Coblmni and Ralegh, 
adding these words, “ so as that matter will he quickly an- 
swered.” Their mission nevertheless appears to have 
excited some surmise and alarm among the commissioners 
at Boulogne, || and it was afterwards found to banot “alto- 
gether idle, nor upon curiosity only ; but that ®y carried 
some message which did no harm. IT 

* Camden, p. 571. flbid p 57L \ Oldys, p 134. 
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On the return of Ralegh to the English court, he 
found his credit good with the Queen, and soon re- 
reived a substantial proof of her favor.* t)nc great object 
of Ins desires was the situation of Governor of Jersey, a 
pout which had recently become vacant by the death of Sir 
Anhony Paulotf In his solicitations for tins office, Ra- 
legh was opposed by Sir William Russell, to whom he 
oflered to give up the wardensliip of the stannaries and 
lieutenancy of Cornwall, to induce him to relinquish his 
suit. Ralegh gained the appointment, however, with a 
grant of the manor or lordship of St. Gerniain in Jersey, 
without these sacrifices; hut 3001. a year was deducted 
from the usual revenues, Lord , Henry Seymour claiming 
that sum as a regular grant from the Queen during the 
life of the former governor. A commission was sent to 
survey the island, and to estimate the expense of building 
a new fort,]; which it was thought Sir Walter would con- 
sent to erect at his own charge. This appointment was one 
of considerable trust and importance. Ralegh, as it appears 
from hid’tnnl, dul not sulwequently escape suspicion from 
the nature of a situation in which intrigues might easily be 
earned on with foreign cqurts$ ; but the strict confidence 
placed in him by the discerning Elizabeth may be implied 
from this appointment. Vigilance, next to fidelity, was the 
quality which the Queen most highly prized ra Ralegh, 
and with which she seldom or never dispensed. To him 
she could not m justice apply her favorite saying, that 
“ state officers were like garments, which at the first putting 
on were strait, but by and by did wear loose cnough|| , 
since whatever may have been his faults, his alacrity, zeal, 
and disinterestedness in the conduct of lus public employ- 
ments, was never even by his enemies made the subject of 
doubt or invective. II 

Whilst Ralegh was thus reaping the reward of long and 
laborious exertions, wo find him able to snatch a few inter- 
vals from the perpetual services of a courtier’s life to de- 
vote to retirement, or at least to relaxation, in his country- 
seat at Sherborne, in Devonshire. When disappointment 
assailed him in his worldly career, he passed to this beloved 

* Sydney Papers, vol. u. p 212. f Winwood's Memoirs, vol. I. p. 215. 
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retreat, whither he had secluded himself early in the year, 
when the Queen, either influenced by others, or with 
feminine inconsistency, had refused to the man whom she 
placed as, governor over an important island, the office of 
commissioner for the treaty of peace at Boulogne. De- 
jected, and probably disgusted, Ralegh took refuge from 
the harassing cares of ambition in the bosom of his family ; 
a retreat which no man of virtue and intelligence will ever 
repent of adopting os a resource, if. he have modelled that 
family with good sense, elevated by principles of religion. 
In his first journey to his native country during this year, 
Ralegh carried down with him the son of secretary Ce- 
cil, a youth of great promise, to reside ns an inmate*; 
probably for the purpose of receiving a similar course of 
instruction with the young Walter Ralegh. On their road 
they rested and dined at Sion House, the seat of the Enrl 
of Northumberland ; and in Devonshire Sir Walter on this 
occasion remained more than five months. In September, 
he received as a guest the secretary Cecil, who, to use ex- 
pressions which well denote the cares of a statesman's life, 
“ had picked out this time to be away, and to take some 
time to be abroad from the infinite time and pains he takes 
in the dispatch of her ninjeslrs service when he is in 
court.f” Cobham, whose selfish, base, and weak character 
was either not at this time unfolded to Ralegh, or was over- 
looked by him from motives of interest, was also among the 
visitants at Sherborne, and, as is shown by one of Ralegh’s 
familiar letters to him, upon the most intimate terms.); The 
repose which Ralegh may bo presumed to have enjoyed in 
domestic society was not of long continuance, circum- 
stances unhappily arising which not only for a time de- 
stroyed his tranquillity, but which have left, with no faint 
traces, in the opinion of many authors, stains of on indelible 
character upon his memory. 

The Earl of Essex had been imprisoned during six 
months, a period in which the agitations of the Queen’s 
mind were unparalleled bjr any previous excess of passion, 
however momentous the circumstances of her life on sun- 
dry occasions had proved. The tragical close of the Earl’s 
career, afterwards cut short by her sovereign power, 
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might even justify the sympathy of one, who had loved 
him less fondly and less foolishly than his toy&l mistress. 
Already had she spared him the ignominy of a star-cham- 
ber trial for treason, suffering him to be summoned before 
a private tribunal in the bouse of the lord keeper ; a grace 
for which Essex, on his trial, thanked God Almighty, ap- 
plying to his “ most gracious princess” the warmest epi- 
thets of mercy, “ that she had suffered this cup to pass.”* 
Such was the language of the day, and such the adula- 
tions of the times, that the relentuigs of earthly resent- 
ments were, with a grossness of feeling little short of pro- 
limity, confounded with the benignant and Iong-sulfering 
cornjMission of the Supreme Being. 

Lord Clarendon, who displays in this observation an in- 
timate knowledge of the female heart, remarks, “ that if 
ever that uncouth speech fell from Essex of the Queen, 
which is delivered to us by one who is much conversant 
in the affairs of the court, that she was as crooked in her 
disposition os in her carcass, all my wonder at his destruc- 
tion is taken from mc.”f It is, indeed, too true, not in re- 
latinn to this speech of the Earl’s, but with regard to his 
whole conduct, that be , was sufficiently -his own enemy not 
to render it necessary emi to inquire by what instruments 
of mnlicc his ruin wa» effected. In one of his acts of bp- 
prudence, he inflicted, hoWever, upon Ralegh, an iiyury, 
which, if Sir Walter had any considerable 
condemnation, proved, eventually, the cause of a n&Vjr 
retribution. After some alternations of repentance att|&£U 
violence, Essex entered into a correspondence > ;l 
the Sixth, King of Scotland, and failed not to ilripwlJI^Si;' 
with formidable notions of Ralegh’s power and mflueftfe, 
and with most pernicious ones of hisdesigniflg temper. 
Nothing could be more indiscreet than this act, anti 
nothing more certain to irritate the Queen, than to pay 
any deference to James in anticipation of his succession. 
Even to name that event in her presence, was^ as she was 
wont to say, “ to pin up her winding-sheet before her 
face.J” It was, however, a measure both rash in Essex, 
and fetal to aify chance of estimation towards Ralegh, in 
the fevor of James L 
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Well might Elizabeth declare 44 that her father would 
not have endured such perverseness” os that which Essex, 
the honored object of her affections, displayed.* But not- 
withstanding her devotion to him, prudence, and perhaps 
avarice, induced her to refuse the renewal of his farm of 
sweet wines (a term applied to all but French and Rhenish 
wines), the lease of which was nearly expired. Upon this 
denial, Essex, whose debts had been, at an early period of 
his life, considerable, rushed into the vortex prepared for 
him by false advisers, and rendered fatal by the violence 
of his own passions. The result was long remembered 
with pain, by those who admired his virtues and compas- 
sionated his errors ; it was viewed with indignation by all 
who were justly scandalized at the ingratitude and perfidy 
of Essex to his sovereign, now in the decline of life, and 
erring only towards him hitherto m a blind partiality. On 
the evening of the 7th of February 1601, messengers were 
dispatched from Essex House about the town, to raise re- 
ports that Cobharn and Ralegh lay in wait for the Earl’s 
life. Meanwhile Essex had formed a plot to enter the 
city on the following morning, which was Sunday, and to 
present himself to die aldcrniQMwd the people, craving 
their aid against his enemies, anT their present help in as- 
sisting him to make his wav to the Queen’s presence.! 
On that very morning. Sir Fcifainand Gorges, one of the 
Earl’s adherents, received a messa^o from Ralegh, urging 
him to come with all possible speed to Durham House, and 
by water, as being the most private way. This intimation 
was mentioned by Gorges to Essex, who consented to his 
hastening to the interview, but directed him to meet Ra- 
legh on Uie water, on no account to land at Durham 
House, and to take a guard with him in order to secure his 
return. J The object of this conference was a kind en- 
deavor to save from inevitable destruction an old compan- 
ion in battb , Sir Ferdinand having been with him at the 
siege of Cadiz, of which he wrote a relation highly credita- 
ble to Ralegh. According to the testimony of Gorges, Ra- 
legh came to the interview alone, whilst Gorges was attend- 
ed by two gentlemen. On their meeting, Ralogh told Gor- 
ges that he had sent for him to admonish him to make all 
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haste out of town down to his charge,* there being a warrant 
out for sending him to the Fleet For this kma advertise- 
ment Gorges gave him thanks, but told him that the pres- 
ent occasion would soon discover itself; that it came too 
late, for that he had engaged himself in another matter. 
Ralegh further inquiring of him what it was, Gorges told 
him that “ there were two thousand gentlemen who had 
resolved that day to die, or Jive free men.” Ralegh pro- 
tested that he hud never heard of the plot until that morn- 
ing, observm* that he did not know what they were to do 
against the Queen’s authority ; to which Gorges replied, 

“ that it was by the abuse of him and others which made 
so many honest men resolve to seek a reformation.” The 
natural and temperate answer which Ralegh made to this 
avowal, wus, that “ no man is without a color to his in- 
tent:” upon winch, after some protestations of loyalty on 
the part of Gorges, they separated, Ralegh returning home, 
and Gorges to Essex Ilouse. f 
Meanwhile the Earls of Rutland and Southampton, the 
Lord Sands, Lord Parker, T<ord Monteaglo, and about three 
hundred di&fllcted gentlemen had assembled around the 
Earl of Essex, whose hqasc was sedulously guarded by Iris 
own orders from intruders. To some ol‘ his infatuated 
party, Essex, who, perhaps, scarcely knew his own inten- 
tions, declared Ins resolution to go to the Queen, and in- 
form her of the snares laid tor his life : aiid to others, he 
protested, that, with the help of the city of London, he 1 
would revenge the injuries done by his adveisaries. Eliza- 
beth, apprized of these rash proceedings, had lost no time 
in enjoining the mayor and citizens to be upon their guard, 
and to do their duty. To Essex she sent a deputation j>f 
four privy-councillors, headed by the lord keeper and the 
lord chief justice, to inquire the cause of these disturbances. 
These persons were with difficulty allowed entrance, and 
all their servants were excluded. They found the Earl m # 
the court-yard, in the midst of a confused multitude; but * 
their presence on this occasion appeared only to irritato 
his passions mid to incense the misguided persons around 
him.J Stimulated by their outcries, Essex consented that 
the deputation should he taken into custody, and in this 

* The Governmen t of Plymouth. f Oldya, p. 136. 
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perilous situation he left them, consigning the defence of 
his house to Sir Gilly Merrick, and issuing from it, to pur- 
sue his first project of raising the city. Few instances 
are to be found in history, of a life more needlessly cast 
away by folly and insane violence than that of Essex. 
When, on sallying into the streets, he perceived the citi- 
zens uniformly tranquil, and refusing, with one accord, to 
takp up arms, to which, at that period, all classes of men 
were regularly trained, ho yet pursued his ^ourso to the 
sheriff s house, although much agitated by perplexity, and 
overcome with fatigue. 

It was now that Thomas I/ird Burleigh, the brother of 
Cecil, and the Garter King at Arms, entering the city, 
proclaimed Essex a traitor. It was at the same time an 
nounced, that the Lord Admiral was approaching with a 
vast body of men. Upon tins intelligence, the hopes of 
the unfortunate Essex expired within him. He prepared, 
therefore, to return to his house ; he revolved in his mind 
the expediency of conciliating the Queen by the release of 
her counsellors; and Gorges, who had been striped by the 
Queen’s troops at Ludgate, was fortunate enough to per- 
form that prudent, but tardy act. ' 

Essex now resolved to hasten home, a determination in 
which he was checked near the west gate of fit Paul’s 
church, by a chain, defended with pikes and shot. This 
precaution had been devised by the Bishop of London, and 
Sir John Jxjvison. And now Essex first drew his sword, 
and after seeing a young and beloved friend killed by his 
side, and having his own hat shot through, he was com- 
pelled to turn aside to Queen IJythe, with a few devoted 
followers. Hence they took boats, and arrived at Essex 
House.* 

Of this eventful day, Ralegh was, doubtless, a btisy wit- 
ness; his post, as captain of the Queen’s guard, requiring 
his personal attendance in scenes of such immediate dan- 
ger. He was not, however, brought into contact with the 
Earl, nor with any of his accomplices; nor was it until 
Essex was obliged to take refuge in his own» house, tlial 
Ralegh’s services were required near that erring, and ill- 
feted nobleman. The last act of madness committed by 
the Earl on this memorable day, was the fortifying of his 
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kouse. lie first cost papers into the fire, lest, as lie said, 
“ they should tell tales.” He was buoyed up with expect- 
ations of relief from the citizens, until the Lord Admiral, 
his former associate at Cadiz, besujged lus house : among' 
the officers who were employed in this melancholy and 
unpopular service was Ralegh.* The building was care- 
fully barricadoed on all sides ; and the Lord Admiral, \\ ith 
lus son, Lord Effingham, with Ix>rd Cobham, Sir John 
Stanhope, Sir Robert Sidney, and Sir Fulk Crevil, planted 
themselves oifthe Thames side, m the garden ; whilst an 
adequate force, headed by several noblemen, guarded the 
house, near the town. The particular post assigned to 
Ralegh has not been specified. 

It was ten o’clock before Essex was prevailed on to sur- 
render ; and in a gloomy night he was convoyed to Lam- 
beth Palace, Iondon Bridge being impassable by water ; 
but, on the following day, the Earl and his associates were 
carried in boats to the Tower ; an abode from which few, 
in the reign of the Tudors, were emancipated, except to 
meet with that final doom which gives Jmeity and repose 
to the innocent. 

And now the trial of Ralegh’s forbearance, and the test 
of lus generosity and elevation of mind, began. It was un- 
derstood, even by the adherents of Essex, that “ Sir Walter 
Ralegh might get himself eternal honor and love, more 
Until ever lie could otherwise, if he would procure her 
Majesty’s warrant to free the lords, which lie might com- 
pa*ss, by undertaking it in person, f” Yet we hear of no at- 
tempt of this charitable nature, on the part of Ralegh, who 
would surely have avowed it at his own deuth, when lie 
touched, in self-justification, upon the popular charges made 
against hun of malignity towards Essex. For omissions of 
a virtuous act no public man, in those days of peril, could, 
however, with propriety, be censured. Every favored cour- 
tier had his foes, who might give an invidious coloring to any 
behest, however innocent. Elizabeth was arbitrary, almost 
despotic ; and, in her seasons of irritation, neutrality was 
the only safe course. “ Blessed are they,” said an eye-wit- 
ness of her cotirt, “ that can be away, and live contented.”}: 
Such, probubly, was the pervading sentiment of all who 
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viewed closely the cares and heart-rending vicissitudes of 
that chequered scene. 

If, however, Ralegh had the moderation to preserve, in 
his conduct towards Essex, an honorable neutrality, it was 
more than the world believed. The spirit of the age per- 
mitted, on all public occasions where party feeling was en- 
gaged oil the side of power, a vehemence of invective 
against a delinquent, and a violence of proceeding, which 
would now be regarded with Disgust, and repaid with 
shame. The truth of this observation was fully experi- 
enced by Ralegh, *at a subsequent period of his life ; and 
if he, by any secret machinations, aggravated the misfor- 
tunes of Essex, he was severely but justly punished in the 
events of his own ruin. 

On the nineteenth day of the month, Essex and South- 
ampton were arraigned m Westminster Hall, the lord treur 
surer Buckhurst acting aB lord steward on the occasion. 
The Queen’s sergeant-at-law, Yelvcrton, in an opening 
speech, compared Essex to Catiline, and made a similitude 
between the Earl's ambition and the growth of the croco- 
dile, which cnasetli not “ as long as he liveth.”* Coke, the 
Queen’s attorney, followed on the same side, too well 
adapted for the office of adding abuse to proof, by a nature 
as inflexible and unrelenting to the unfortunate, as it was 
subservient, and cringing to the powerful and prosperous. 
He concluded an enumeration of the Queen's benefits to 
Essex, by wishing that 4< this Robert might be tiie last of 
this name Earl of Essex, wno affected to be Robert first of 
that name, King of England.” 

To these harangues. Essex, with a cheerful voice, and 
composed manner, replied, by asserting his innocence of 
any other intention than that of prostrating himself at the 
feet of the Queen, and declaring to her the dangers which 
threatened his country. He protested that his fidelity to his 
sovereign and to his country was untainted. f 

Ralegh, with forty of the Queen’s guard, was present 
during the. trial, and in the course of its progress was called 
upon to give his evidence relative to the cqnference hold 
with Gorges. He deposed, that Gorges told him on the 
water, that Essex had put himself into a strong guard at 
his house, and this would be the bloodiest day’s work that 
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ever was ; wishing he would speed to court for the preven- 
tion of it; that lor his own share m the transaction, he al- 
leged he “wished Gorges to refuse their company, or else 
he would be undone.*” This testimony was confirmed by 
Gorges, then m court ; and was answered by Essex only 
with this observation, that it was totally different to what 
Gorges had mentioned to him, on returning to Essex House. 
These particulars constituted the sole evidence which Ra- 
legh was required to give ; and it may be hence naturally 
asked, why Ins name was so mixed up with this aftiiir by 
the partisans of Essex ' 1 It appears, however, from a tract 
not usually referred to by our historians, that Essex, m his 
examination before the trial, in order to give a color of jus- 
tice to Ins proceedings, affirmed that he pursued the violent 
measures to which he had recourse chiefly to defeat the 
machinations of Ralegh, and of lus partisan Jxird Cobham, 
against his own honor and safety. Tfe asserted, that when 
he was desired, on the seventh of February, to attend the 
council, he had declined because lie was uppmod that Ra- 
legh and Cobham had prepared an ambuscade of mus- 
keteers upon the water, to murder him as he j Kissed. f This 
pretext, supported only by the assertions of a man infuriated 
to desperation, is deprived of every shade of justice by the 
tu:t tlmt Essex practised against the life of Ralegh, by 
means of lus agents, a circumstance which was admitted 
bv Sir Christopher Rlount, one of the Earl’s adherents, 
v hen put upon lus trial ; and from this confess, n, backed by 
the tcMiiitony of Sir Ferdinand Gorges, whom Rlount sought 
to persuade into the bloody deed, no doubt remained but that 
Rlount had aimed at the person of Ralegh, from a boat 
four deadly shots \ On the other hand, it. was generally 
supposed ftalegh was the individual who first apprized the 
if o\ eminent, of the conspiracy, the particulars of which had 
been imparted to him from Gorges, who, doubtless, proved 
treacherous to his own party, and deceived them as to what 
had pa. *cd between him and Ralegh in the conference ; and 
who, tbr that reason, combined with suspicions of further 
machinations^ against Essex, was never forgiven by the 
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populace. The unfortunate Earl endeavored, on his trial, 
to turn even the admonitions of Ralegh to (forges into 
proofs of a conspiracy against his life ; winch was evidently 
implied, he alleged, m the advice of Ralegh to Gorges, to 
withdraw from the company of Essex, as “ from a ship in 
danger to he wrecked.”* Gorges was then produced, and 
gave an evidence confirming the guilt of Essex. Perhaps 
there were few present who were not concerned to see this 
treacherous friend, one, too, who had been distinguished in 
the service of his country, disgrace his name by a base dis- 
closure of the guilt in which he had participated. It was 
obvious, that through some socret source, the enemies of 
Essex had gained accurate information of all his designs 
and proceedings. This source, m all human probability, 
was the perfidious Gorges ; and the intercourse which Ra- 
legh had with linn, and the seeming fair terms on which 
they continued even till the fatal day of the insurrection, 
had, possibly, a fiir deeper source than common good-will. 
After the conference at Drury House had been mentioned, 
and it was proved that the heads of the consultation hail 
been written with his own hand, the Earl burst forth into 
passionate exclamations : — “ The hope,” he said, “ of life 
and impunity had drawn these tilings out of some ; and let 
them freely enjoy their life: for my port, death is more 
welcome to mo than life : Cubham, Cecil, Ralegh’s violence, 
hath driven me to the necessary defence of iny life.” 

Thus did he* seek to justify his own defection from loy- 
alty. To this charge, Cecil and Cobharn refilled; hut Ra- 
legh appears to have intrusted the defence of his own con- 
duct to Francis Ixml Bacon, who, m a polished and elegant 
speech, ntlinned that “Cobharn, Cecil, and Ralegh wore 
such sincere honest men, and had such rich estates, that 
they would never hazard their hopes and properties, by 
entering into so finil a conspiracy.”! He commented also 
upon the inconsistencies of the Earl's allegations, in which 
he affirmed, sometimes, that lie was to be stabbed in Ins 
bed, then slain in a boat, then killed by the Jesuits ; and 
compared him to Pisistratus, who wounded his own body, 
and showed it to the people as if done by his adversaries; 
and having by that means obtamed a guard of soldiers, op- 
pressed the commonwealth. 
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In the course of this speech, Essex interrupted him by 
observing, that T/ortl Bacon had written, not long since, an 
elaborate letter in Ins inline, to the Queen, against the very 
men whom lie now defended. This was a just accusation ; 
and afforded one among the various instances of tergiver- 
sation and insincerity which occurred in the life of the 
illustrious, but not faultless, Bacon. 

After a warm contest between Cecil and Ralegh, which 
originated in a dispute concerning Dollmaii’s work upon 
the succession to the crown, the prisoners were pronounced 
guilty, by an unanimous sentence of the peers. Greatly, 
as the popular indignation was, at this time, incensed* 
against Essex, few permits could hear his appeal to the 
mercy of the Queen, and to the mediation of the judges, 
without pity ; and some 1 , perhaps, not without remorse. On 
the edge of the ax being, after Ins sentence, turned to- 
wards him, he said, “ This body might ha\c done the Queen 
bettor ser\ ice, if it had so pleased her: I shall be glad if it 
may be useful to her any way.” 

I (is execution succeeded his trial in seven days; and his 
repentance, in that short space of time, api eared to be 
genuine, whilst Ins confessions wore copious. Ralegh was 
present at Ins death ; a circumstance which was variously 
interpreted : by some he was charged with the baseness of 
pursuing his fallen rival even to the scaffold, that lie might 
glory in the sight of those last sufferings, over which even 
the bitterness of party rancor would willingly i ast a veil ; 
by other*. more ch.im.tble, it was thought that lie placed 
himself near the Earl, m order to answer any allegations 
which the dung man might make against him. He was, 
however, advised to withdraw ; and with this counsel he 
found it expedient to comply. 

J n reply to the spirit m which these acknowledged facts 
have been frequently detailed bv historians on this subject, 
it may be urged that in disclosing the dangerous schemes 
of Essex, even if the fact that lie did so were proved, Ra- 
legh performed his duty as a subject, and as a well-wisher 
to the tranquillity of Ins country. Nor can it be denied 
that ho was pistilicd in maintaining any intercourse with 
Gorges, winch might aftbnl an insight into the Earl’s con- 
spiracy. With regard to Ins assistance in the apprehension # 
of Essex, it is obvious that he acted in Ins capacity of cap- 
tain of the guard, an office which obliged him to attend on 
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public occasions, and especially at those times when the 
public safety was endangered ; and it would be unjust to 
reproach hnn with a service in which sonic of the most 
valiant and honorable persons were employed. The impu- 
tation of a conspiracy between him and Cobham to murder 
the J?arl was unsupported by prqgf, and devoid of proba- 
bility ; and the charge of attending the execution of Essex, 
which appeared Iron) motives of malignant triumph to con- 
tain much nioio likely grounds of accusation, is m a great 
measure refuted by his own simple statement, after he had 
himself appeared before the tribunal of justice. On that 
solemn occasion he thus expressed himself : — “ There was 
a report spread, that l should rejoice at the death of my 
Lord Essex, and that I should take tobacco m hi* presence ; 
when, as I protest, I shed tears at Ins death, though I was 
one of the contrary Diction, and at the tune of his death I 
was all the while m the armory at the further end, where 
I could but see linn ; I was sorry that I was not with him, 
fur I heard he had a desire to see me, and he reconciled to 
me ; so that I protest L lamented Ins death, and good cause 
had J, for it was the worse for me as it proved, lor after he 
was gone 1 was little beloved.”* Such, indeed, was the 
frame of mind in which Ralegh viewed the last moments 
of Essex, that, ns he returned m a boat from the Tower, a 
sad presaging anticipation of his own fate pressed heavily 
upon Ins spirits, and excited the obsenation of his compaii- 
ions.f These gloomy forebodings may have boon the effect 
of strong compassion, or of sensations of awe upon behold- 
ing an individual, so lately, and so peculiarly, the favorite 
of fortune, conducted to the; scaffold ; or they may have 
been pvixluced by the display of popular indignation which 
had obliged Ralegh to retreat from his station near to the 
scene of action into the armory. At any rate, they evince 
any thinr rather than an insolent triumph, or a brutal sat- 
isfaction at the destruction of one so envied, and, os 
proved, so lamented as the unfortunate Essex. 

It was, indeed, afterwards asserted, that Ralegh, in his 
letters, had said that he doubted the Earl’s saintship, and 
that the “great boy had died like a calfand like a craven.” 
It was likewise affirmed, that soon after the execution, a 
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gentleman returning from Spain, rested at Sherborne, 
where Ralegh then abode. On being asked what they 
said of the death of Essex in Spain, this person is stated to 
have replied, that they had not heard of it ; but that he 
was sorry to hear that in the island voyage the Earl had 
brought Sir Walter Ralegh to Ins mercy. To this observa- 
tion Ralegh is said to mve answered, “ Rut I trust I am 
now quit with him.” The author of this tale also declares, 
that Ralegh gave instructions to the lieutenant of the 
Tower for the execution of the warrant.* * Upon this m- 
fbi (nation it has been well observed, that it was given by 
the person who afterwards ensnared him, to those who 
eventually condemned Sir Walter Ralegh to the scaffold. 
Common sense also suggests that Ralegh, conscious as he 
was of some imputations of this nature, would not thus 
wantonly lay himself open to fresh constructions of a simi- 
lar kmd. 

So great was the esteem in winch Essex was held, that 
ltalegli was never again well received m public : and even 
Elizabeth, in addition to the griefs of a breaking heart, ex- 
perienced the chagrin of seeing that her popularity was 
d i minis lied, that the streets were less crowded, and the 
acclamations, as she passed, less cordial than belore.f The 
popular feeling was right: Essex, although a dangerous, 
was notan irreclaimable subject; and Elizabeth evinced 
as much harshness in thus punishing his ollences, as a pa- 
rent who visits with severe chastisement a club! whom his 
lolly has spoiled. Neither 'au Ralegh, even with the ben- 
efit of every excuse, rise untainted nlxwc the suspicion 
which attached to him m this aflair. He must, in justice, 
he indeed absolved from the heinous and almost diabolical 
de&igns laid to Jus charge; but great minds should be 
judged by a high standard of honor, and of moral feeling. 
That which might, not appear extraordinary in Cobhain, or 
even m Cecil, became reprehensible in Bacon and in Ra- 
legh. To consonance with the high spirit of patriotism 
which he professed, with the demeanor of a gentleman, 
with the sentiments of a Christian, Ralegh should have 
discarded from* his inmost thoughts every wish but that for 
mercy, every intention but that of promoting public tran- 
quillity, every recollection of past injury from Essex, every 
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idea of possible rivalry for the future. That such was not 
the inference to be drawn from his conduct, is, unhappily, 
too true: m what decree he was reprehensible, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to determine ; but although the popular 
feelings are often exaggerated, they are seldom wholly 
unfounded. IJis mediation with regard to some of the 
other delinquents was effectual ; ftnd it is not extravagant 
to suppose, that in the wavormg state of the Queen’s mind, 
it might not have proved unavailable with respect to Essex.* 
Sir Edmund Baynhain, and John Lyttleton, two of the 
conspirators, were pardoned, upon the payment each of a 
considerable sum to Ralegh, who interceded m their behalf 
with the Queen. The bribe held out in this instance by 
Lyttleton is said to have amounted to ten thousand pounds. 
Such was the mode m which mercy was purchased, even 
in the eulogized reign of Elizabeth ; and such the base and 
mercenary spirit in tins instance displayed even by the 
liberal and patriotic Ralegh. 

It was long before Essex was forgotten, or his enemies 
forgiven, by the people. He died m the thirty -fouri h year 
of his age, a period at which his father was said to have 
warned him upon his death-bed. f The lower classes re- 
garded his execution as a murder, and were the more 
angry thnt intercession had been made by the opposite 
party for Southampton, but none for Essex.J They forgot, m 
their violent condemnation of the government winch had 
first imprisoned, then sentenced him to death, the obligations 
which Essex had received from his country; ibr, in Ins public 
employments, he had reaped at least three hundred thousand 
pounds^ : they forgot his influence with the military, and 
Ills asserted pretensions to the crown; and they saw not, 
with the exception of those immediately about the court, 
the agonized reluctance with which Elizabeth signed the 
warrant, nor the griefs which even her strong mind could 
not after h>» execution, control. It is prolmble that the senti- 
ments of Ralegh upon this mournful occasion were equally 
concealed, or misunderstood. The history of humun mo- 
tives has, perhaps, in few instances, been faithfully dis- 
closed to the world. 
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Throughout the whole of tliis melancholy business, the 
Queen abandoned herself to a dejection so mingled with 
irritation, that few even of her favorites ventured to ad- 
dress he r on matters of business. Yet it seems that her 
resentment was not directed to the enemies of Essex, but 
to those who had been his most >in tuna to associates. 

.Amongst the courtiers who had offended the Queen, 
during the recent deputyslnp of Essex in Ireland, was Sir 
John lfarnngton, the godson of Elizabeth, and, usually, the 
indulged companion of her lighter hours. Secured, by his 
pnvileged relation to her mnjolv, from the effects of her 
serious resentment, and permitted in Ins character of a wit 
to treat as sport those passing events by which the fate of 
less happy courtiers w t ils determined, Harrington had 
lately in some measure incurred the displeasure of Eliza- 
beth during his campaign in Ireland with Essex, not so 
much for bis visit to Lord Tyrone, the leader of the rebels 
there, as from Ins changing the title of captain into that of 
knight on being endowed with that onlei -a due offence 
to Elizabeth, who. on hearing of twenty-four pertains being 
knighted by Essex at the siege of Roan, contemptuously 
remarked, “that my Lord should have made bis alms-house 
first.”* 

No troubles or perils could however chill the vivacity 
of Harrington, nor check tin* exuberance of his wit and 
fancy. Facetiously described by Fuller as a “ poet in all 
things except his poverty,” Harrington indulged in one of 
the supposed privileges of an imaginative turn, by extrava- 
gant habits, and a thoughtless indifference to Ihe future. 
His intimacy with Ralegh was considerable ; and it is sat- 
isfactory to find, at a later period, when Ralegh was under 
the cloud of court displeasure in the reign of James, that 
Harrington had the independence to express a firm re- 
liance upon the essential points of his character. It is 
even more satisfactory to those', who, admiring the talents 
of Ralegh, are disposed to view his ronduct with partiality, 
to perceive that the affair of Essex had not impressed Har- 
rington with any notions prejudicial to Ralegh’s honor and 
veracity. It i&Vvidont, also, from the following passage, 
that Cecil had not forgiven, in Ralegh, some parts of his 
behavior in that affair, which have not been explained by # 
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any of the contemporary writers, sufficiently to show how 
far they were caloulsiteil to rouse the linger of the secre- 
tary. “ Cecil doth benro no Jove to Raleighe, as you well 
know, in the matter of Essex. I wiste not that he (Ralegh) 
hath cvyll desygn, in |X)inte of fatthc or rolygion. As lie 
hath offer discoursode to .me modi lernyngo, wysdomc, 
and freodome, L known lie dotho somewhat dyller in opyn- 
yon for some others ; but I thynke alsoe Ins Jiearte is well 
fixed in every honcste nature, to servo the shift', ospeeial- 
lie as ho is \ on-ode m fora urn matters, his skyll therein 
being ahvaios estimable and praj'seworthio. In rolygion, 
lie bathe show no (m pnvato talko) groat depth and pond 
readynge, as I once experyenced at liys owno bowse, be- 
fore manic Jcrnwle men.-* 1 ’ Happy himself m escaping 
unhurt from the snares of a courtier’s life, Harrington ex- 
perienced enough of its vicissitudes to congratulate him- 
self that if lit* had been driven “amongst state rocks and 
sightless dangers” he “laid not ventured so far as to be 
quite sunken herein.!” IV some time alter his return 
from Ireland, he wa« regarded almost on the Mime footing 
as tie* delinquent Essex, and was threatened with the 
Fleet; to which he answered. “ poetically,” “that coming 
so late from the Janrl-servic'*, he hoped he should nut be 
pressed to serve m her Majesty’s fleet m Fleet-Street.” 
At length he gained a full audience of the Queen, where 
she, being herself accuser, judge, and witness, he was 
cleared, and graciously distrusted. He then retired to 
Kclston, near Rath ; a seat which had been settled by 
Henry the Eighth upon one of his natural children, a. 
daughter, who was the first wile of Sir John Harrington’s 
father. J Nevertheless, be could not resist the inclination 
which curiosity and habit occasion, sometimes to visit the 
court, notwithstanding his resolution to “leave great mat- 
ters to those who liked them butter than lnmself.” 11c 
found, at every successive interview, the strength, the 
spirits, and the self-command of the Queen fast diminish- 
ing, and neither Ralegh nor Cecil could be ignorant of the 
sorrows which were making rapid inroads into Elizabeth’s 
constitution. Her decline, “too last,” as funny thought, 
“for the evil they should get by her death,” and too slow 
for her own release from misery, was now apparent to all. 
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She joined, indeed, in her former amusements, but it was 
with a faltering step, and with faint attempts at forced 
cheerfulness. When, tiller a short absence, Harrington 
was summoned to Iter presence, she inquired if he had 
seen Tyrone f On his reply, that he had seen him with the 
laid deputy, she smote her bosom, and said, “Oh now it 
mnideth me that you were one who saw this man else- 
wliere,” — the connexion between I hi mutton and Essex 
being thus recalled to her. .And when Harrington, think- 
jjiir to revive in lier Majesty the old remembrance of his 
pleasantries, which had often amused her, read some verses, 
she told liuii, in the language of a hi caking lieart, “that 
she was passed all relish for fooleries.” Hut during' the 
short spare of time that she survived Essex, the wretched 
Queen, condemned to pay the usual tax of royalty, was 
roiM turned to sustain the weariness of ceremonial with a 
wounded spirit, and to support the cares of business, when 
all enjoyment of her sovereignly was at an red. 

In the summer of this year she made lies last 
progress, m which Ralegh accompanied lr i to 
Dover, and probably to Hampshire. Wlnfl the Queen 
was at Dover, the siege of Osterid, by the Archduke Al- 
bert, alarmed Henry the Fourth fin* Jus own frontiers, and 
brought Jum to Calais to provide for the safety of his do- 
minions. When Elizabeth heard of his arrival there, she 
dispatched Sir Thomas Edmonds to make In r fi>nnal con- 
g rut illations and inquiries respecting Jus health In return 
for tins compliment, Henry sent over the eelebrded Rosin, 
Due de Sully, one of the most experienced statesmen and 
piotound politicians of the day. Jt was the fortune of Ra- 
legh, witJi Cobliam and Sir ltobert Sydney and others, to 
receive this celebrated man on his landing at Dover; a cir- 
cumstance which is mentioned by Sully in Jus Memoirs of 
tlie Reign of Henry the Fourtli.* Jt is to he regretted 
that no observations on the jjart of Ralegh, on meeting a 
man so , ustly renowned, have come to light; since, per- 
haps. tliore is no subject of contemplation, in human affairs, 
giore interesting than the sentiments with which great 
men regard oath other upon tlicir first interview. Whilst 
the Queen pursued her course into Hampslure, the Mar- 
slial Vxron was .iImj deputeil by Henry the Fourth to make 


* Sally's Memoirs, vol. v. p GO. 



112 


LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 


an embassy into England : and reaching London on the 5th 
of September, lie proceeded With a magnificent relume of 
three or four hundred persons to the neighborhood of Las- 
ing, the Beat of the Marquis of Windiest cr, to whom the 
Queen was then pining one of those burdensome and 
sometimes ruinous \isits with which it was, m those times, 
customary for our English monarchs to honor their sub- 
jects. Biron took up his abode at the Vine, a seat of Ix)rd 
Sandys, furnished with seven-score beds from the neigh- 
boring gentry, and with furniture from the Queen’s palace 
for the foreign guests. The festival which here took pJaee 
is said to have been one of the most continued and sump- 
tuous eiitert'uninents ever given on a royal progress.* 
Among ten per.-ons whom the Queen, contrary to her 
us-nal proceeding, knighted at one time, was Carew, that 
younger brother of thr Walter Ralegh, f who aftet wards 
sold Ins patrimonial estates of Widdycombo, Ralegh, and 
Fardel ; and, removing fiom Ins native comity, liecaine the 
ancestor of the Raleghs of Wiltshire, wlio flourished long 
after the reign of Elizabeth } Sir Garevv was favored, in 
several mstnmes, by Queen Elr/aheth, and held the oilice 
of steward of her manor of Gillingham in Gloucester- 
shire.} 

Two inferences are deducible from the circumstance of 
hi$ being knighted at Lasing. First, we are led to surmise 
that Ralegh was probably present iijion sueh an occasion, 
and that lie participated m tlic festivities given in lionor 
of Liron; and, secondly, vve are brought ton still more 
certain conclusion that Ralegh’s favor, in the estimation of 
Elizabeth, h id in no degree Milleral fiom Ins recent share 
1601 1,1 ca ^ a a ifii-bist Essex. During the month of 
October in tins year parliament met, the last in 
Elizabeths rngn, and the first of which there is a list ex- 
tant of the mombors.|| Sir Walter and his brother both 
served in this jv» rhament ; the one for Cornwall, the other 
for Fow.'y m that county. Sir Walter on tins occasion 
made a very creditable and conspicuous figure in the 
House of Commons: in his speech against the act to pro- 
mote the sowing of hernp. ft was his opinion that the 


* Nirholl's Tro^rrsnes of Q, noon Elizabeth, \ol n. p 0. 

L Note in Ol lys, p 13i) 

I OltJys, p 1311, from Townsln nd’s Historical Collections. 
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penalties enforced by this statute, in some instances, re- 
tarded flic progress of agriculture ; m otJiers, tlmt it obliged 
those to plow who were scarcely able to furnish the 
seed-corn to sow the land. “ I do not,” said he, “ like this 
constraining of men to manure the ground at our wills; 
but ratlior let every man use his ground tor that which it 
is most fit for, and therein use Jus own discretion. For 
where the law provides that every man must plow the 
third of his land, I know divers poor people lui\e done so 
to avoid the penalty of the statute, when their abilities 
have been so jmor that they have not been able to buy 
seed-corn to sow it ; nay, they have been lam to hire 
others to plow it, which if it had been im plowed, would 
have been good pasture for beasts, or might have been con- 
\ertcd to other good uses.” The bill was afterwards 
thrown out by a majority of a hundred and sixty-two to a 
hundred and three.* Ralegh next spoke in favor of the 
subsidy; a question on which he was opposed by Bacon, 
who contended in favor of collecting the demand of three 
hundred thousand pounds from the poor as well ,i^ the rich; 
a measure winch was adopted, and which was afterwards 
acknowledged by Ralegh to be necessary t>i make lip 
the sum. In Ins Prerogative of Parliaments, he informs 
us, however, that Ins solicitude to tax the better <ort only, 
was suggested by the Queen herself, who “desired much 
to save the common people;” and that lie did so by her 
command .f 

The subject of monopolies was next discussed : and in 
this the personal interests of Ralegh were peculiarly con- 
cerned. This theme of discussion related to a practice 
which had not first originated with Elizabeth ; but it had 
been carried to a greater extent by her than by her prede- 
cessors, for a reason creditable to her subjects, but preju- 
dicial to their comforts. The great achievements which 
the nge had witnessed were so numerous among the Eng- 
lish, that Ehzabeth was unable to reward her subjects in a 
manner adequate to their merits, except by granting pat- 
ents for monopolies, which were sold to those persons 
who desired to trade m any particular article.^ The con- 
sequences of these grants may readily be conceived, — tho 

* Oldys, p 131 from Townshenrt’a Historical Collections. 
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immense and unfair prices imposed uj>on the public, to the 
great deterioration of trade, and the odium justly incurred 
by those who were the instruments and gamers m this 
species of oppression. Every possible commodity tiir the 
purposes of luxury, or the means of amusement, and even 
the necessaries of life, were under the control ol" these 
patentees, who were armed with |>owers from government 
to enlorce their privileges, and to levy lines upon those 
whom they charged w'lth interfering in their patent. Not 
only was ail immoderate and arbitrary price thus affixed to 
every article, but industry and competition were precluded, 
ill-will promoted, and liberty curtailed ; many of the pat- 
entees having the power to enter any place, w here they 
imagined that goods, which they had licenses tor selling, 
were secreted.* It may be mentioned as an additional 
evil of tins evtmordmaiy system, that whilst commerce 
was diminished anil the number of vexatious statutes and 
limitations iuulLi]>lio<i ; whilst the middling classes were 
shackled and the poor oppiessed, the spirit thus engendered 
among the nobility was paltry and debasing; avarice was 
cherished ; and a disregard to the interests of our fbllow- 
men necessarily associated with notions of selfish aggran- 
dizement * 

When Ralegh, with other of the monopolists, appeared 
in the dehate on this question, he defended himself with 
considerable spirit mid eloquence against any peculiar 
censure attaching to Jus own conduct, and affirmed his 
willingness to give up ins patent, m case of the rest being 
also repeal'll. f lie explained the nature of Ins patent, 
which was v fnofly lor tin, arid which he nftiimod had bene- 
fited the poor miners b) raising their weekly earnings from 
two to lour shillings, lie inflamed the bouse that it w\*is 
the same as that which the dukes of Cornwall had hitherto 
been allowed to exere’ao. He inveighed in strong terms 
again? t other monopolies, et,pei jally against that possessed 
by Sir Ilenry Neville lor the transportation of ordnance, 
by which even the Spaniards were provided with instru- 
ments for our destruction. It was remarked Unit ft long 
and profound silence followed tins speech, ft is painful 
to deteriorate from the merit of Ralegh in the sacrifice 
which he proposed ; hut he was probably aware of the 


* Hume, reign of Elizabeth, 8vo. edition, p. 324. 
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Queen’s intention with respect to monopolies. The most 
popular act of her reign was her ready acquiescence to the 
opinions and wishes of her parliament, in this instance ; 
her repeal of some of the most grievous of the licenses, and 
the gracious manner in winch the proposition was prof- 
fered : and never was gratitude expressed in a more ful- 
some, obsequious, and almost profane manner, than on this 
occasion.* Resides the proceedings which have been enu- 
merated, Ralegh voted also for the repeal of a statute of 
till.ige, enacted in time of dearth, and ibr other bills of 
local or of passing importance. 

During the period of his life which embraced the last 
ten years of KJi/.a bet It's reign, Ralegh devoted considera- 
ble attention to the concerns of Cornwall, and ibund lei- 
sure, notwithstanding the pressure of public business, to 
study its antiquities and to cherish its interests, lie pro- 
cured the restoration of seventeen manors in that county 
to their ancient tenure, which was disputed at Nisi Prius, 
although it had subsisted ibr three centuries. The tenants 
had deputed Richard Carew of Anthony, one of Hie deputy- 
lieutenants of Cornwall, to present a petition *o l^ord Bur- 
leigh, enti eating the continuance of their ancient privi- 
leges; and this remonstrance was seconded by Ralegh, 
who, whilst residing m the wo^t of Kngland, wrote earn- 
estly in behalf of the supplicants, lie also prevented the 
imposition of an ancient tax upon the curin'/ of lisli, im- 
posed in the tune of Henry the Second, and now revived 
by some interested persons, who, under pretence of serving 
the t row'll, sought to obtain patents to prevent tho salting 
and diving of lisli without licenses. Tho destruction of 
this branch ol commeice, and the oppression of the poor 
Cornish trader, lbrmerly heavily burdened with hues to the 
ancient eirls of Cornwall, worn the consequences of this 
dislionoiahle attempt to enricJi private individuals at the 
expense of the eommmnty.t Ralegh applied the whole 
force of ’us interests, and tho strength of his arguments, 
to prevent a result so injurious to the prosperity of Corn- 
wall, of whieR lie was then lieutenant, ills next exertions 
related to the i eduction of the taxes upon the manufacture 
of tin; and m this matter, which was disputed beioie the 
council, he was equally successful ; joining personally jp 


Mlmne, 8vo p. 328. 


t Oldys, pp. 128, 129. 



1 16 LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 

the discussion, in which he attempted to restore the privi- 
lege of’ pre-emption, founded m the reign of Edward the 
First. The exercise of this privilege was afterwards vested 
in Ralegh, as the person most qualified to regulate it jilth- 
ciously and inipai Lially.* For tiic zeal with which he 
promoted these regulations, Ralegh obtained the encomiums 
of Richard Carew, one of the numerous branches of the 
ancient family of that name, and better known as the au- 
thor of a “ Survey of Cornu all — a work which he dedi- 
cated to Ralegh, with a flattering, but apparent h well- 
merited address. In this composition, Ralegh is assured, 
that whilst lie exercises an extensive command, both civil 
anil military, over the people of Cornwall, he possesses a 
far greater interest in “their hearts and loves” by Ins 
kindness. “ Your ears and mouth have ever been open to 
hear and deliver our grievances; and yonr feet and hands 
ready to go and work their redress ; and that, not only as 
a magistrate of yourself but also, very often, as a suitor 
and solicitor to others of the highest place f” Such was 
the language in which the benevolent labors of Ralegh for 
the lower classes of Cornwall were eulogized. Happy 
had it been tor him, if lus views had been henceforward 
limited to philanthropic endeavors to promote the local 
benefit of his countrymen, or in the advancement of scien- 
tific and literary knowledge. 

In conducting the concerns over which his situation of 
lord warden of the stannaries, and other occasional offices, 
required him to preside, Ralegh found considerable assist- 
ance from lus antiquarian researches, which afterwards 
became highly important, and which were extended by him 
to the study of history. 

The study of antiquities', and of all pursuits connected 
with history, was then much in vogue ; and considerable 
opportunities were afforded for the most intricate and im- 
portant researches, from the dispersion of many valuable 
tracts from the monasteries but recently dissolved, and 
from the visitations of our universities and colleges. ] Stim- 
ulated by these inducements, a society of nntiquauans had 
been formed in 157*2, under the auspices of Archbishop 
Parker, the patron of the revival of the Saxon language. 
To this learned association Ralegh belonged, until the 


* Oidys, pp. 138, 139. f Ibid. X Btograplua Bntunmca, art. Cotton, 
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illiberal and impolitic jealousy of the government crushed 
in their commencement the exertions which, if fieely ex- 
ercised at so advantageous a period, might have proved 
highly beneficial to our national literature; and would, 
perhaps, have illuminated many of thohc obscure points of 
our history, concerning which, conjecture and disputation 
will never, m all probability, be at rest. In vain, however, 
had the Society petitioned Queen Elizabeth to be incorpo- 
rated into a society or academy for the study of antiquities. 
J tainted to the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, that 
princess desired not to run the risk of interfering with those 
ini])ort;int institutions ; and her example was not only fol- 
lowed by her successor, hut umbrage taken at the frequent 
meetings of the antiquarians, to whom the suspicious 
temper of the government attached sinister and dangerous 
motives. 

Under these unfavorable circumstances, the Society was 
dissolved ;* but its important objects were pursued sedu- 
lously, although with far less facility, by individuals. In- 
deed if we alii v to the reign of James the First am distinct 
literary era, it would probably be that of ontiqu .nail lore ; 
and if we recall the names of Yerstegan, Camden, Speed, 
Cotton, So J den, Bacon, Ralegh, and of ninny other eminent 
persons, we shall acknowledge, that, although the efforts 
of the antiquaries may have been circumscribed, their en- 
thusiasm m the cause wars not, perhaps, diminished by op- 
position. At The time of Ralegh's association m i his infant 
and oppressed society, the* meetings were hold in the apart- 
ments of the garter king at aims (supposed to h.i\e been 
fcir William Hethewick), at Jtarby House, which is now 
appropriated to the Herald’s Office.! Among the names 
of the early members were those not only of the retired 
and humble laborers in the pursuit of knowledge, but of 
the great, Ihe wealthy, and the warlike. The elder Bur- 
leigh, Sir Philip Sydney, and the Herberts, Earls of Pem- 
broke, weie thus brought into contact with the indefatiga- 
ble Stow r , Spelinan, Camden, Cotton, Hooker, and Seldom 

* Until a nmrr f.ivorahh 1 era, ns fm ns rnv.il indulgence was con- 
cerned, Imt a f.ir 1> ha odi an lagoons om» for tin* nwnrclM a into those 
memorial!*, ni.inj of wlmli hail boon dilnpidnlLil. and snmo nl together 
destroyed, in th** mil w.us it was revived in 1707, and in 1751 incor 
porated byUcnrgu the Second. * 
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With some of those eminent men, Ralegh maintained an 
intimacy, creditable and advantageous to himself; to others 
lie iitlbrded the assistance which Ins abundant means ena- 
bled him, at tins tune, to afford : from several he obtained, 
in the progress of his own works, those aids which the 
learned and curious can alone supply. 

Among those to whom the learned were principally 
indebted fir the .stores of information which Ins own dili- 
gence and liberality enabled him to dispense, was Sir 
Robert Cotton, whose name, as long as onr national library 
exists, will inner be forgotten; nor should it, ever be re- 
membered except with gratitude. To him Ralegh, m the 
latter pint of his days, whilst in prison, applied tor some 
of those valuable corner-stones of knowledge upon which 
a fabric of extensive interest and inijiortance might se- 
curely he reared. Sir Robert Cotton bore the same rela- 
tion to Ralegh, and to many others, as that m w hich the 
mineralogist, w ho tries and discovers the vein of ore, stands 
to him who raises the prec ious metal from the earth, and 
displays it in the most pleasing form to an admiring world. 
Consulted as an oracle by the learned men of Ins time, he 
had supplied manuscript materials for tin* histones of Cam- 
den, Hayward,* Speed, Jlacon, Selden, as well as lor that 
afterwards published by Ralegh.! Employed from the 
early age of eighteen in the collection of manuscripts, few 
persons had more to bestow than Sir Robert Cotton; and 
what was next in importance, none had a greater disposi- 
tion to render Ins accumulated treasures useful to others. 
There were subjects upon which it, was not m those days 
decme'l sufficient for historical writers to trust to the re- 
ports of others : and it was not uncommon for antiquaries 
to make long, and, in the absence of regular travelling 
accommodations, tedious journeys, no any particular spot 
which they desired to commemorate, ft was about the 
time when Ralegh's name is first associated with the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries, that the excursion of Camden and of 
Cotton to Carlisle was undertaken, and a part of the Piets’ 
wall, still preserved at Comimgton, brought away for the 
inspection of the curious. Ho great was the fame of Sir 
Robert Cotton’s collection, that no work of importance was 
commenced without referring to that compendium of chart- 
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ere, records, and other documents. Wedded to his manu- 
scripts, and in the peaceful prosecution of literary studies, 
ho Ion# survived the less happy Ralegh ; so that all access 
to his stores of learning was, during Ralegh’s life, requested 
as a personal iiivor. After ellcctmg as much, m the ser- 
vice of historical truth, as it appears jiossible, in the short 
sq>un of life, to accomplish, Sir Robert left his inestimable 
library to his family, with such a security in Ins will against 
the chance of its being sold or dispersed, that posterity 
should have the benefit of referring to it as a collection.* 

Whilst Ralegh thus enriched his works with conti illa- 
tions final tfir Robert Colton, lie had the credit of allbrdmg 
aid to Ins relative John Hooker in the compilation of his 
“ Records of Devon.!” This industrious antiquary, the 
assistant of I Tolmshed in Ins great work, the Chronicles 
of iJntain, was the uncle of Richard Ilooker, author of 
the jmtly celebrated work on Ecclesiastical Polity. These 
ingenious and learned men were remotely related to Ra- 
legh, and were both Iwrn in Devonshire, vim h Camden 
describes as a “countrey fruit full of noble vv its ”J Hooker 
dedit a ted his Supplement to the Chronicles of Ireland, in 
llohuslied, to Ralegh: and in that address to his relative 
and patron he has testified his gratitude for the benefits 
conferred, and his respect tor the talents possessed, by that 
valuable friend. 

The at-'istniire afforded to Hooker by Ralegh proves 
how ton adorable a proficiency he mu&t have attained in 
nntiquai 1.111 researches; and he appears to have nail a col- 
lection of manuscripts, — the learned Selden applying to 

* This collection consists in MSS inioosf skins, rn hound up in vol- 
umes sometimes manv upon different subiects in one i mer They r.unc 
into I lie possession of Sir Robert Cotton, sometimes l.v legacy, soinetimm 
hv pnrrh.iH* , and wen* collected at visitations, upon I lit* rJi^oIution of 
the 10 innsteneR Tin* Cotton library wns much augmented hv inn sons, 
Sir Thomas ami Sir John Cotton, mid remained in the family residence, 
in Westminster, near the House of Commons In the n i?n of Willi.im 
III .111 nc» of parliament was pawned for securing it in the tninily of the 
Cottons; Lot Cotton House was nftcrwnrds bought troin tliefiio.it srrand- 
soii of Sir Roh< rt, by Queen Anne, and was made n repontoiy both for 
the Cottonian and the Royal Library. Some \« .irs afterwards, it was 
removed to a linuv near Westminster Abbey belonging to the crown; 
where a fire breaking out in l?:U.one hundred mid eleven books were 
lost, burnt, or wholly defaced, and ninety nine rendered imperfect. It 
was afterwards removed to the dormitory of Westminster School, and 
Since to the British Museum. Note in Ring, art Cotton. 

t A work which has never been printed. Oldys, p. 5. 
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him for the loan of sonic from his library.* The acquaint • 
ance with this indefatigable man, which must, in all prob- 
ability, cither Jiav'c preceded, or have been the consequence 
of an application of this nature from Sdden, was an advan- 
tage to any person interested m such pursuits, winch may 
scarcely be expected to occur again : for Seldon, — endowed 
os he was with almost unparalleled energy, with an admi- 
rable foundation of learning, and living, as he did, w'hcn 
literary men mingled but little in the gaieties and pleas- 
ures of the world, and seldom quitted their retirements ex- 
cept when some urgent question of politics or religion 
called them forth, — had the good fortune, like Sir Robert 
Cotton, to reap the benefit of those monastic wrecks, 
winch none but the learned knew how to prize ; and winch 
therefore became, at a moderate expense of every thing 
but tmTe, their property. Hence he found materials for 
his w'ork on the Dominion of the Kings of England over 
the Narrow Seas, chiefly from the monastic records!; and 
happily conciliated the displeasure of James F. towards 
him on account of some Ibrmer works, by settling a dis- 
puted right to the fisheries on our coasts, to winch the 
Dutch had lately set claim. f Partly by these means, also, 
Seldcn was enabled to collect the valuable library which 
he left, with an earnest injunction to his executors to dis- 
tribute it among themselves, rather than cxjkjsc it to pub- 
lic sale. In consequence of his further remark, that it 
would suit some public library, or college, they considered 
it, howe\ er, right to remove it to some chambers in the 
King’s llencli Walk; but no house being provided for it 
by that Society, — in that instance displaying neither learn- 
ing nor wisdom, — it was placed in rooms added pur|K)sely 
to the Bodleian Library, with a Latin inscription in tho 
apartment, denoting the gratitude and respect of those who 
received the munificent gift. Thus, within a very short 
space of time, were three valuable collections, which, if 
once dispersed, could never have been replaced, confened 
upon public institutions. 

In being contemporary with Bodley, Soldpn, and Cotton, 
Ralegh in all probability enjoyed not only the benefit of 
these collections, but, what is in all coses more important, 

, * Olilys, p. i:i0. t Preface t<> Tanner’s Notitia, p. 57. 
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that of their counsels and conversations. The mind almost 
sickens to learn with certainty to what extent. Ins commu- 
nications with these great men proceeded; but there are, 
unhappily, no traces of any tiling more than the iacts that 
he exchanged with them mutual good olfices. 

Contrary to that which commonly occurs with learned 
men, Seldcn, obscure in his mode of writing, and apt to 
crowd his works with an oppressive and perplexing weight 
of learned matter, had, in his conversation, according to 
Lord Clarendon, “the best faculty of making hard things 
easy.” “ By the same udrnirablc judge, 44 he was accounted 
n person whom no character can Hatter ; so conversant with 
liooks that you would have thought his whole life passed 
in rending; yet Ins humanity was such, that you would 
have thought him bred in courts.' ”+ Yet Selden, like Ra- 
legh, was subjected to representations of a far different 
nature ; and whilst he was sometimes accused of being 
harsh in his nature and manners, he was net only reproba- 
ted by the clergy, and prosecuted by the dr sire of King 
James for a work conti o' verting the divine right of tithes, 
but was suspected by some persons of infidelity, or, m the 
fashionable language of that day, Hobbism; a charge from 
which he has been strenuously defended by Baxter, upon 
the authority of Sir Matthew IJale.f 

The circumstance of Ralegh's supplying Sclden w T ith 
books, leads to the conclusion that Sclden, in return, may 
have aHbrdod some assistance to Ralegh in in** historical • 
works. The work on the Prerogative of Parliaments, 
which lie dedicated to King James, was the first winch he 
publis!ie,d requiring historical accuracy ; but it is uncertain 
at what tunc lie began, or whether lie was actually the 
author of an “introduction to a Breviary of the History of 
England, with the Reign of William I., entitled the Con- 
queror,” and published m lfiOJJ, from the MSS. of Arch- 
bishop Sane rofi, by l)r. Moore, afterwards Bishop of Ely. 
By one of* the biographers of Ralegh the authenticity of 
this piece is doubted} ; but its resemblance in 6tyle to the 
usual composition of his writings appears to afford some 
internal evidence of its being his production. It has been 
also conjectured, that this was one of the works which em- 
ployed ins latter days]) ; but upon this subject, since mam* 

* Clarendon's Characters. Ueliqiins Woltoni®, p. 138. 

f Biog. Brit. J Ibid. § Cayley, vol. u p. 168. f Ibid. p. 188. 
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years elapsed between his death and the publication, the 
greatest possible uncertainty rests. Aliiny of his works 
remained long m manuscript; for m the period of the civil 
wars, circumstances were unfavorable to the reception of 
his works in particular, and to the publication gem-rally of 
literary productions. Such, however, was the worth in 
which Raleglfs works wore held by the celebrated John 
Hampden, that he was at the expense of having three 
thousand four hundred and filly-two sheets of Kuloglfs 
manuscripts transcribed a short tune before* the civil v ars; 
— an amanuensis being furnished with lire and candle, and 
a private apartment, with an attendant to deliver the origi- 
nals into his hands, and to receive his ropiest as soon as 
they were finished.* The writings themselves, many of 
which have since been published, justly merited this ti ilmlo 
from the patriot, who probably found in them the seeds of 
many valuable ideas of our constitution and government 
That Ralegh availed himself of the best source* of informa- 
tion to enrich Jus works, is obvious, not only fiom his con- 
nexion with the Society of Antiquaries, and from his i *un- 
m u meat ion with the ingenious men of whom it w.is com- 
posed; but from his encouragement of those m . tit ut ions 
which could aid him and other students m the pio.-re.-s of 
knowledge. Thus, whilst he lent hooks to Soldi >u, ho 
also contributed the sum of fifty pounds to augment the 
Bodleian Library.! 

in Jus days of prosperity, Ralegh was associated not only 
willi the studious and erudite, hut with the witty and im- 
aginative characters# who illumined the sixteenth century. 
Before the accession of James, Ralegh instituted amor ting 
of intellectual men at the Mermaid, a celebiated 1«i\eru 
in Frulay-strceLj To this club, Shakspcare, Bivmmnut, 
Fletcher, Jonson, Selden, Cotton, Carevv, Martin, Donne, 
and many other distinguished literary men, were accus- 
tomed to repair; forming an association certainly unri- 
valled in any preceding tune, urtequalled by any subse- 
quent assemblage, and, in all probability, not likely to bo 
witnessed in our own days. Here, in the luxury of unre- 
strained and congenial society, were to be hoard the “ wit- 

* Lloyd's Worthies See Cayley, p. 18'), t Cuyley, vol. n. 

t Giflbft’a Life of Ben Jonsou, p. 65, prefixed to an edilir«i of his 
works. 
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combats” of Shakspcare and Jonson,* and the grave dis- 
quisitions of Holden, Cotton, and Ralegh ; but if we may- 
credit the attractive description of the poet,f playful rail- 
lery, exalted by the power of genius, predominated over 
abstruse discussion. 

“Wli.it tin ims Ii.i \ up soon 
Hone .it Hie Mi i ni.inl 1 heard worth that liavc been 
So minlile, and m> lull of «uhtle tl.iun 1 , 

A«* it tli.it i'll i> one from whom they came 
Had me. int to put Ins wit in a ji it,” &n 

The result of «nch comimmications as those, is frequent- 
ly a (lose intim.M‘\ between buch of the parties as dis- 
co\ r (‘r in each oilier that indefinable power of sympathy, 
best d'^orilied by the term congenially, which is found to 
bo so capricious in its application, yet so delightful m its 
consequences. That this bond did not exist between Ra- 
legh and Jonson, is evident from the opinion entertained 
of the former by the great dramatist. At what tune their 
acquaintance commenced; iqion what principles or with 
what sentiments it was continued ; or how ter it was ce- 
mented, or nil her perpetuated, by obligatu ns on one side 
or mi the other, — are points of extreme uncertainty. 
There ir» no doubt of their introduction to each other having 
taken place in Jonsoifs youth and in Ralegh’s middle 
nge; tor Jon- on w as twenty-two years younger than Ka- 
li gh, and was scarcely arrived at. the zenith of his fame 
when l*io unfortunate Ralegh was in the d» dine both^of 
his natural existence and of Ins fortunes. It i* well known 
that Johmui, although a nntn of originally good family, 
was reduced by the imprisonment of his father ui the reign 
of Queen Alary, and by the second marriage of Ins mother 
with a bnckhiyer, to work in that craft for his subsistence. 
For tins purpose lie was taken from St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, whither he was sent after receiving at West- 
minster school the instructions of the celebrated, land no 
less \ .rt uoiis, Camden. Reduced to this condition, in 

* Ki fprrnl lo hy Fullpr. “Many,” h.ijs hr, “ were Ihp wit rnmlmtps 
betw rune Ken .liWtm uml Shakespeare. I behold them like a Spani-h 
great gallmn and an Kiffrh-h man of war Master Jmimoii, like tho 
fornicr, wn* (unir Mr hi'dwr in learning solid, but slow hi Ins imimhii- 
oik f*« Shnk<’-n Mr.’, Iikp the latter, lessor hi bulk, but lighter hi sailing, 
could turn with all lidos. f.»rk about, and take advantage of all wi^gls 
by the i|ui<_ knobs ot lus wit and unyntiun ’L.Fa'ler. vol. it. p 415. 
t Jonson. 
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which the aspirations of an intelligent rnind and the en- 
joyments of imagination may be presumed to have added 
a species of tantalizing torture to the mortifications of low 
pursuits and the privations of penury, Jon son is stated to 
have been selected by Ralegh .as the tutor of Ins son Wal- 
ter, with the charge of accompanying him m Jus travels 
abroad. It would be agreeable to the partial biographers 
of Ralegh if this fact could be accredited. That lie had 
discernment to perceive, and liberality to prize merit m an 
humble, and, to a man of classical education, degrading 
station, would be a consideration both creditable to him 
and gratifying to all who wish well to his memory. The 
statement is, however, widely at variance with truth. Jt 
has been accompanied by the assertion that it wa.s Camden 
who recommended Jonson to Ralegh.* That this was the 
origin of their acquaintance may he true; but that it could 
not have been with the view of Jonson’s undertaking the 
tuition of young Ralegh is obvious, from the fart that at 
this period of Johnson’s life the supposed object of lus in- 
structions was not in existence, — ins birth happening in 
the year 1505, when Jonson was serving as a volunteer 
in Flanders, f 

The anecdotes, too lightly admitted as authentic, of the 
young student’s contempt tor his master, mid of Ins sending 
the poet, when intoxicated, in a basket to Sir Walter, are 
refuted by this simple remembrance of certain dates; and 
happily, both tor the tutor and for the pupil, no such dis- 
grace seems to have belidlen the one, nor such example to 
have disgusted the other of the parties. 

From all that can he gathered on this subject, it may be 
inferred that no cordial intimacy nor bond of gratitude sub- 
sisted between Ralegh and Ren Jonson. The poet is 
Paul to have admired the talents of lus eminent contempo- 
rary, but to have distrusted his sincerily.}: JJe is even as- 
serted to have remarked, that Sir Walter Ralegh “ es- 
teemed more fame than conscience. $” Perhaps there are 
few men, who, like Ben Jonson, see closely into the 
darkest passions and into the most hidden motives of human 
nature, and who yet are able to divest their minds of sus- 
picion, and their hearts of that contamination which pro- 


• Gilford, p. 1. 
J Ibid. p. xi. 


f Ibid p x. 

§ Ibid, p cxxii 
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cecds from a long contemplation of vice, sufficiently*, to 
render a just tribute of approbation to the virtues of others. 
It is probable, also, that party feelings may have influenced 
Jonsmi’s opinion of Ralegh ; tor whilst the latter was dis- 
graced, and eventually deprived both of liberty and life, 
by .fames the First, Jon son was the peculiar favorite of 
that monarch as a dramatist, and was consetjuently disposed 
to view political questions much m the same point of view 
as tile sovereign whom he served. Ifis sentiments with 
respect to Ralegh must not, therefore, be allowed to influ- 
ence us without some caution : otherwise, as a contempora- 
ry, and as an associate m the far-fained meetings at the 
hlermaid, Jonson must be allowed to have had ample 
means of forming an estimate of Ralegh’s character. 

Ifc was besides employed in assisting Ralegh in the 
compilation of the History of the World, to the frontispiece 
of which lie wrote some good lines.* Jnnson, like many 
great writers of the tune, had an excellent library, col- 
lected, by degrees, from his own scanty means, and con- 
taining more scaice and valuable books than any other 
private collection m the kingdom. Sclden, ui referring to 
a book possessed by Jenson, has not oimttni to indulge in 
that winch is to generous minds a gratification — the op- 
jHMtumty to eulogize both his friend the dramatist, and his 
library commending not only his talents as a poet, but 
tint ••'■penal worth m literature, accurate judgment, and 
performance known only to the few who are truly able to 
know him.” Among these, Ralegh, it is oln urns, was so 
fori untile ns to benefit largely from the acquirements of 
Juiimiii, although lie may not have shared m the affection 
and good opinion of that remarkable, and, in a peculiar 
line, almost unrivalled genius. 

It were endless to enumerate the illustrious men of 
tins period with whom Ralegh, in all probability, was per- 
sonally acquainted. That little of his correspondence has 
been preserved, except where it related to his public con- 
cerns, is a circumstance to be seriously regretted 4 The 
man who could boast of intimate communication with 
*3hu kspearc, ftcaumont, and Jonson, must, without relation 

* Gifford, note xi t Ibid. p. 147, note.^ 

J See «niue letters in the Appendix, collected from the State Paper Of- 
fice, and now first published. 
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to his own natural or acquired talents, have merited well 
the care of his surviving relatives and executors to Ins 
slightest epistolary compositions: but when we consider 
how valuable and how interesting would have been, not 
the remarks as relating only to others, but as conveying 
the sentiments of the relatcr, we are tempted to revile at 
the bupinenchS or carelessness of those to w horn the papers 
of Sir Walter Ralegh were committed. Perhaps it may 
be observed, and wiili some appearance of justice, that Jus 
life was so chequered with incidents, so occupied with the 
active business of life, that lie may have had little inclina- 
tion, and found little leisure, to enter into the engrossing 
occupation of communicating Ins thoughts on literary sub- 
jects to others. To tins, those who have perused the lew 
of Ralegh’s letters still extant may reply, that they display 
an ease and fluency which can only he acquired by habit: 
they are, in liict, specimens of the most perfect mode of 
expression, whether they relate to the emotions of the in- 
most soul, its cares, its tenderness, or its hopes or whether 
they comprise simple narrative and explanation. In all 
his works Ralegh describes that ill which lie was at any 
time peculiarly concerned with a distinctness, animation, 
and force of language in which few of our English writers 
have excelled him. That which lie carried to suc h per- 
fection, ho probably indulged in as a reel cation, lie lias 
loll us, of his familiar correspondence, enough only to ex- 
cite a strong desire tor more abundant means of judging 
of his excellence m this line. 

The season was now nearly at an end lor Ralegh’s tran- 
quil enjoyment of social or literary convei sation, or tor 
study mull '.an lied by corroding anxieties. In the begin- 
ning of this year, the Queen, who was now T in Jior seven- 
tieth year, betrayed more plainly those symptoms of decay 
which had been obvious to her attendants since the death 
of Essex. E determined temperance, both in abstaining 
from wine, and in her diet, she had hitherto preserved un- 
injured the vigor of a constitution winch seemed formed by 
nature to encounter the caics ami risks of royalty. She 
was wont to say. “that temporal ce was the noblest part of 
physic;” an admirable sentiment, but v\luch, with the pre- 
judice of one who had ever been accustomed to an obsequi- 
ous compliance with her opinions, she carried so far as to 
reject all aid of medicine when sickness actually asailcd 
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her. Perhaps she may have been aware that the sufferings 
of a mind diseased constituted her only specific complaint, 
and that her malady had passed till influence of human 
ministration. She had now recourse to those aids which, 
it* sincerely resorted to, are never ineffectual m any season 
of life. She frequented divine service, nnd had prayers 
read m her presence more frequently than ever ; quitting 
Westminster also for Richmond, to enjoy quiet of body, and 
religious repose. Vet the unhappy closing days of her ex- 
istence w ore embittered not only by those regrets for Es- 
se x, which died only when she herself expired, but by the 
intrigues of her courtiers with her presumed successor, 
James the Sixth, and by the neglect to which her acute- 
liei-s and experience could not remain insensible. Once, 
when in a state of irritation, she exclaimed in the bitter- 
ness of her heart, “They have yoked my neck; I have 
none in whom I may trust; my estate is turned upside 
down 1*” — a complaint which was wrung from her, by the 
nd \ ice nf i-ome of her courtiers to send for James even be- 
fore her days w'erc ended. Elizabeth was, however, 
avenged for tins desertion and ingratitude 1 by the regrets 
of those who knew' her host, w'hen they lx came competent 
judges of the prince to whom they paid such sedulous and 
indelicate attentions ; and when, too late, it w T as discovered 
lmw great a prize had been lost when she ceased to sway 
the sceptre. f JVJeamvhilc, Cecil and most of her approved 
and \ derail counsellors w’ere in secret correspondence with 
James exalrmg Ins merits in Ins own eyes, —a very un- 
necessary labor, — and seeking to depreciate the merits of 
llieir expiring sovereign.} Even her godson, Sir John Har- 
rington, thought it not unseemly to lavish Ins ingenuity 
upon a new-year’s gift, presented by him to James at 
Christmas, m the year 1002, consisting of a dark lantern 
made of four metals, with a crown of pure gold on the top, 
and v\ it lun a silver shield, to give reflection to the light, on 
one sid ■ of which won the sun, the moon, and seven stars ; 
the whole explained by the inscription, borrowed, with no 
very scrupulous taste, from the words of the poor thief who 
was crucified with our Jiord and Savior, — “Lord, remcm* 


* Camden, p 5 Kj t 

t Nng® Antique, vol i. See Letter from Sir R. Cecil to - 
t Camden. Osborn. 
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ber me when I come into thy kingdom ! *” But Harring- 
ton, although favored by James, learned afterwards to bless 
the Queen’s memory# and to compare her address, practi- 
cal wisdom, and clear understanding, with the awkward 
conceit, prejudice, and mixture of learning and folly, winch 
characterized her successor. 

Whilst the Queen declined daily, ambitious persons of 
every denomination flocked into Scotland, both by sea and 
land, to pay their adorations to the northern luminary who 
was soon to enlighten this nether hemisphere. Even Cecil, 
who had been as prompt as any of Ins contemporaries in 
endeavoring to secure Ins own footing with James, thought 
it not beneath him to deceive his royal mistress with a 
contemptible falsehood, when surprised one day by the ar- 
rival of a packet from Scotland whilst he was riding with 
Her Majesty upon Blackhcath. Elizabeth, inquiring from 
whence the dispatch came, and hearing that it was from 
Scotland, stopped her coach, and desired that it might he 
delivered. Cecil, pretending to be equally anxious called 
for a knife to cut the string ; but when it was opened, as- 
sured the Queen that it consisted of old musty parchments, 
which it would trouble Her Highness to endure. There 
were seasons when Elizabeth’s acuteness, vould have detect- 
ed this subterfuge, and when her pride wouJm not him* s b- 
niitted to this imposition; but he- s-j wer broken, and 
her mind, during her Ver years, had l>een entir'di * ob- 
jected to the doimiuo! “Cil. The messenger v r as dis- 
missed, that the packet gilt be purified before lining ad- 
mitted to the royal pro* c; and the minister "iij vod tin. 
self-grate i, it ion of ha l twitted the nor'* rch vvhom 1 : 
afterwards described * i uore than a mti,, arid (n: troth') 
sometimes less than a woman 4” Such was the address of 
Cecil, that, whilst cajoling Elizabeth, he conci 1 *vd James ; 
and although, like Ralegh and Harrington he was, to uso 
the words at the Jalter, “ nearly lost upon the coast of Es- 
sex,” he contrived to avoid all the evds \ mch accrued to 
Ralegh from the death of the unfortuna* lari. To what ex- 
tent he contributed to the mischiei whMi afterwards en- 
sued to those who co-operated with him in that aftiiir, will 
appear, as far as history has enlightened us on the subject 

* Nnu© AnBquS®. 32* 4 t Ibl<t p. 355. 

J Nugie Antiques, 345^ Letter from Cecil to Harrington. -- 
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Meanwhile, he contrived to adopt that policy by which his 
own preservation was secured. Cecil had all the narrow- 
ness of an ambitious statesman ; Ins father, with equal dis- 
cretion, would have pursued a more upright course in se- 
curing the same ends, than his artful and able son deemed 
it expedient to adopt 

But all necessity for subterfuge, as fur as Elizabeth was 
concerned, was shortly to be at an end ; and those, who for 
motives of private interest, or of public opinion, desired to 
sec .lames upon her throne, were soon gratified by the ful- 
filment of their wishes In the beginning of March, a 
heaviness, with a fro ward ness common in old age, an in- 
difference to food, and a dislike to any subject but that 
which excited religious reflections, intimated that her days 
were fast hastening to a close. In this extremity, her 
faithful servant, the Lord Howard of Effingham, shared 
her confidence to the last, and continued in his assiduous 
attendance on her. To him, and to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, she chiefly addressed her conversation ; and to 
the latter she named, as her successor, James ol Scotland. 
This was a point which had long been insisted upon by 
Cecil, w ho was emboldened, by the absence of all compe- 
tition in the Queen’s favor, to tell her that “too many 
years had been already lapsed, and the people’s quiet 
hazarded by her delay in not fixing upon one certain suc- 
cessor.*” Tiius urged on all hands, the Queen, in her 
last moments, declared, “that her throne had been the 
throne of kings, and that her kinsman the king of Scots 
should succeed hcr.f” 

Her thoughts were then wholly fixed in prayer, and her 
last words declared that her mind “was wholly fixed on 
(iod, nor did it wander from him.” Immediately after her 
death, the neighborhood of the metropolis was almost de- 
serted by the higher classes ; the great families of the north 
hastened to their country-seats to proffer their hospitality 
to the king on his journey ; whilst those who had not tho 
means of showing him in this manner their loyalty and de- 
votion, repaired to York, there to await the arrival of James 
the First of England. 

Osborne's Memoirs qf Quccn^EIfrabcth. Scj irks, 1682; 

t Camden, p. 385. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Acromion of Jamos.— Tntngnrs against Rali'pli -'Mediation of the Earl 
of Northumberland — Ch.ir.u ter of Cecil —Of Janie* — His hi-t inter- 
view with Ralegh —Causes of Kalcgh s disgrace —Acts of npp return 
oil the part of James — Memorial acl(lr«>h«.i'd by Ralegh to the king — 
Reason unsigned by James foi his dislike to* Ralegh - State ut foreign 
affairs —Particulars of the Conspiraiv, conunonly railed 14 Ralegh a 
Riot Aiahtlla Stuart - llraok— Cohham— (Let — Examination* of 
Cobhani nml Ralegh —Tlieir committal to the Tower. -Ralegh s at- 
tempt at suicide - His trial -Chaiacterot Coke — TheTnal anil Fate 
of the other Conspirators —Observations upon the degree of blame to 
be attached to Ralegh. 

Sir Roger Aston, many years the messenger between 
Elizabeth and James the Sixth of Scotland, on coming to 
London to desire that all things should he made ready fur 
the reception of James, after his accession to the throne 
of England, addressed the Council m these words: — 
“Even, my J/irds, like a poor man wandering forty years 
in a wilderness and barren soil, am l now arrived at the 
land of promise.” Such were the prevailing sent i men IS 
of the Scots; hut, with respect to Ralegh, the case was 
essentially different, and sudden was the vicissitude which 
befell linn on the accession of James to the throne, Hu^y 
machinations had been fer some time at work previous to 
the death of Elizabeth. Already had Cecil, m a corre- 
spondence which still remains in witness of his duplicity , 11 
justified himself in the sight of Janies for all past events 
in which he had ’home a part. The arts of the minister 
were set ended by the powerful interest of Sir (Jeurgo 
Hume, afWwnrds Earl of Dunbar, whose influence over 
James was sufficient to induce linn to pardon in Cecil his 
concern in the death of Essex, a crime which he never 
forgave in Ralogh.f 

This endeavor on the part of Cecil to extricate himself 
from blame, by casting imputations upon his former friend 
and associate, was, indeed, controverted by Henry Percy, the 
accomplished Earl of Nortliumb< ‘rland, the intimate friend of 
Ralegh, and brother to Sir Charles Percy, who was among 
those who were fortunate enough to bear the first news of 

* In the Hatfield collection. 

t Weldon’s Court aud Character of James I. ( p 10, 11. 
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Elizabeth’s (loath to James.* Unhappily, the impressions on 
the King’s mind were too indelibly iixed, to be eradicated by 
this generous mediation. Northumberland, with a boldness 
unusual m those days, and with a display of ability which 
would have done him honor at any time, attempted to cor- 
rect in James the false notion that Essex had been the firm 
and uniform partisan of the Scottish succession, and that 
tho enemies of Essex had been opposed to that natural, 
and evidently unalterable, arrangement. Alter show mg 
th it Essex had “ worn the crown of England in Ins heart 
for many years,” and was, therefore, little disposed to place 
it. on the head of James, the Earl proceeded to discuss the 
loyalty of Ralegh, and of Cobham, under whose names 
were comprehended a numerous party. With regard to 
Cobham, he declared his inability to express an opinion; 
and he discarded the subject of that nobleman’s intentions 
a- comparatively unimportant, or as interwoven with those 
of Ralegh, by whom Cobham was generally supposed to be 
wholly guided in all his concerns. Of the latter, he spoke, 
lio\ve\er, with a degree of confidence, not rendeied suspi- 
cious hy any vehement panegyric, and established by an 
acquaintance of sixteen years. “ 1 must needs affirm,” 
said this manly supporter of the calumniated and oppressed, 
M Ralegh’s late allowance of your right, aud although I 
know linn insolent, extremely heated, and a man that de- 
sires to seem to be able to sway all men’s fann**.', nil men’s 
courses, and a man that out of himself; when your time 
shall come, will never be able to do you much good nor 
harm, yet I must needs confess what I know, thuf there is 
excellent good parts of nature ill him; a man whose love 
is disadvantageous to me in some bort, which I cherish 
m f her out of constancy than policy, .and one whom I wish 
your Majesty not to iose, because 1 would not that one 
hair of a man’s head should be against you, Hint might bo 
for you.f” 

Rut the generous advocate of Ralegh was, even at this 
very time, himself endangered by the arts of Cecil, on 
whoso friendship he placed a fallacious reliance, the good 
offices of the ’secretary not being extended to save him 
from fifteen years of imprisonment in the Tower, and a 

* Birch’s Memoirs of F. Henry. Ed. 175fi. p. 25. 

t Mi«s Atkin's Memoirs of James I , vol i p. 58., from the Hatfield 
Collection , and Wilson's Life of King Janies, p. 720. 
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fine of 30,000?., upon a slight suspicion of being concerned 
in the gunpowder plot.* At the accession of James, the 
Earl was viewed by Cecil as favoring Ralegh, and was 
consequently the subject of the minister’s base and hidden 
arts to injure him m the estimation of the King, and to 
effect his ruin. 

The character of Cecil appeared, on a cursory view, but 
indifferently calculated to insure the favor of the new 
king; and every ungenerous method which artifice could 
supply was therefore considered doubly essential, in order 
to retain the situations m the state which the secretary 
now held. In estimating the chances which a candidate 
for royal approval might possess, it was necessary in this 
reign to place the advantages of person first, from the im- 
portance assigned to them by James. The childish par- 
tiality which this monarch afterwards bestowed upon Car 
and on^Villars, could never therefore be lavished upon 
Cecil, who was not only inferior to those noblemen in ex- 
ternal attractions, but below the common standard of per- 
sonal favor, being deformed, though of a pleasing coimtc 
nance. But Cecil, although called by one of his contem- 
poraries “ Robert the Devil,” was described by another as 
“ carrying on his little crooked body a head-piece of much 
content,” possessing a quick and lively eye, a placid coun- 
tenance, and, what was still bettor, displaying in his 
familiar conversation those charms of manner and deport- 
ment which bespeak a character apparently sincere and 
open, mild and yet decided. 11c hail the gift of oratory ; 
and though esteemed by Ralegh an indifferent writer, his 
letters are easy, animated, and descriptive. But whilst 
endowed with talents which counterbalanced his defects 
of person, the opinions of Cecil, both in politics and reli- 
gion, were, on the accession of James, opposed to the 
favorite notions of the sovereign. lie had a strong bias 
to the doctrines of the Puritans, whom James detested; mid 
was an enemy to the Spanish ascendency, w hich James 
secretly favored, and afterwards openly countenanced. 
But the able minister well knew how to keep these obnox- 
ious principles of action in apparent subordination, whilst 
he recommended himself to the confidence of James by 
the most submissive demeanor, by his alacrity in proclaira- 


► Camden's Annals of James, p. 642. 
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mg the King’s title immediately upon the death of Eliza- 
beth, and still more, as thmi intercourse proceeded, by his 
address jn discovering plfls, of which the king sent him 
what he considered as the first surmise and intelligence. 
On this account the king honored him with the name of 
“ Little Beagle an appellation for more precious, in the 
opinion of James, than that of wajrior or conqueror. f An 
assiduous man of business, Cecil had little time or inclinar 
tion for those literary attainments, which, however Janies 
might extol, ho could not view m Ralegh without a dread 
of being surjiasscd. In his offices of state, Cecil merited 
however the regard of his master by a faithful and diligent 
service ; and was, as a contemporary writer expresses it, 
“as good a minister as James would let him be securing 
at the same time his own interests. Thus, whilst the 
Scots who accompanied James to England were said to 
have had the “shell” of all public honors and emolu- 
ments, Cecil is supposed to have retained the “ kernel” to 
himself. 

it is difficult to enter into the motives which actuated this 
wary and disingenuous courtier in his immediate desertion 
of Rulegli, and in his intrigues to effect the rum of his for- 
mer friend. Cecil had, on a former occasion, excused Ra- 
legh to Elizabeth in terms creditable to lus own candor and 
discrimination.]: Yet it appears that the whole machinery 
of couit cabals and artifice was set into play immediately 
after the death of the Queen, and that the favorable recep- 
tion of Cecil with the King, and the disgrace of ftalegh, 
were almost coeval. The effect of these operations was 
not at first perceived by their unfortunate object: he was 
received, and for sonic weeks treated graciously by the 
Kmg, whom he met at Theobald’s. Within this princely 
mansion, the residence of Cecil, the officers of state and the 
privy council had also been awaiting, with impatient curi- 
osity, to behold the Monarch in whose favor the hopes of 
the ambitious were now centered} ; and here, so magnifi- 
cent an entertainment was prepared for the new sovereign, 

* Grainger's Biog.~ Art. Cecil. 

t See Sir William Cuke's Apology, in Collectanea Curiosa, by Gutcb. 

t See Appendix C. letter-transmitted from (he State Paper Office, in 
which Cecil’s good wishes towards Ralegh at that time were obviously 
expressed. 

j Uldys, p. 143. 
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that Tx>Td Bacon declares that to attempt to describe, it 
were to imitate “geographers, tfiat seta little round O for 
a mighty province.*” To the splendor of’ the srenc, James 
added the joys which a lavish extension of honors and 
privileges is supposed to impart. He made, indeed, shortly 
after his accession, no tower than twenty-eight knights; so 
that a contemporary writer sarcastically observes, “crea- 
tions brake m upon us like a deluge ; knights swarmed m 
every corner ; the sword ranged about ; men bowed m obe- 
dience to it, more m peace than in war.f” In the nml4 of 
this overflowing prosperity to others, Ralegh pcrlia|)s per- 
ceived, with some anxiety, the slight probability of even 
moderate success as a courtier, which appeared to await 
him with Ihe singular monarch whom he now for the first 
time beheld. 

The qualities which Sir Walter Ralegh had evinced, 
were calculated to insure the approbation of an enlightened 
monarch like Elizabeth, conscious of her own power, con- 
fident of the affections of her people, and possessed of ad- 
dress and discrimination, which enabled her to employ wi*h 
advantage in her subjects that busy ambition, and those ac- 
tive talents which might, under a feebler government, be- 
come derogatory, and even dangerous to the royal dignity. 
But James, who lias been wittily wild to “ have been the 
wisest iool in Christendom, f” saw, in the splendid military 
talents of Ralegh, nothing but a fearful source of disturb- 
ance to that peaceful tenor of life, for the inclination to 
which this lung has been unduly satirized ; whilst in the 
acknowledged fame of Ralegh’s genius, he dreaded an 
eclipse of that reputation for learning which the monarch 
had endeavored to send before him, and which he desired 
to slime unrivalled in the English Court, and out of an im- 
pertinent emulation, according to Osborne, “ was thought 
to affect Sir Walter Ralegh the loss because of the great 
repute which iMlowed him for his excellent pen.}” 

A single interview was almost decisive of Ralegh’s fate. 
Unluckily for the amusement of succeeding generations, 
there remains no memorial of the impression^ which the ap- 
pearance and behavior of tin? Scottish monarch conveyed 
to the acute mind of the accomplished courtier to whom 
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James, for the first time, stood revealed in all his native pe- 
culiarity. Ilis sentiments on the occasion may be easily con- 
jectured. A strange contrast was indeed presented to the 
majestic and fearless Elizabeth, m her timid, undignified, 
and lll-fnuircd successor. In his mode of speech, a circum- 
stance which pcrhajis even more than personal appearance 
first engages the attention of an observer, James retained 
in its fullest and harshest tones that northern dialect, in 
the practice of which ho had been nurtured ; and to this 
characteristic wus added a difficulty of utterance which 
rendered those uneourtly accents still more displeasing 
from the nalural defeet of the tongue being too largo lor 
the mouth. In the management of this really unruly mem- 
ber, he possessed hut little discretion; and, contrary to the 
habits of most men m important, stations, was, as fjord JIacon 
describes lmn, “ in speech of business short, in speech of 
discourse large.” The same author sums up the genvral 
deportment of James, when he declares him to he a prmce, 
“the furthest from vam-glory that maybe;” fm contrary 
to the custom of the monarchs of the Tudor line, tins King, 
although estimating the adornments of dress to an absurd 
extent m others, m his own person dosjnsed or r.iMier dread- 
ed the expenditure of costly attire, retained the same 
tashioTis, and wore his clothes even to rags.* 

Thus his natural or habitual awkwardness, a circular 
walk, and a custom or necessity of supporting himself upon 
the shoulders of others, appeared in undisguised ungamli- 
ness to the amused and critical courtiers, who, if we may 
judge by the accounts of contcmjiorary writers, were not 
uns|)aring of their remarks. Hut that which most otlended 
the jHiliteness of the proud nobility, was a practice in which 
the king indulged of rolling his large eyes after every 
stranger, so that many persons could not withstand the im- 
pulse of shame and indignation, and left his presence ab- 
ruptly, and in a state of irritation. f 

Such wm the exterior of King James the First, and an 
intimate acquaintance with the dispositions of this monarch 


* When presented Iiv «oiiio person w ith roses for his shoes, hr rsked if 
they infant to make him a nifT fooled dove ? One yard of bixpenny riband 
served that turn Weldon p. 10b 

f It i>i Kind 1>> that historical gossip, Aubrey, that James's first address 
to ltalogh was com h< d in these elegant tc rum “On iny sniil, moil, I hare 
heard Rawly of l lice.” See Oxford cd. of Ralegh's Works, I p. 740. 
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confirmed the notion of eccentricity which his appearance 
denoted. His character was a continuity of con try dictions; 
and to his bod government, and erroneous principles of ac- 
tion, may be referred many of the evils which ensued in 
the reign of his son * Unable, from natural candor, to fal- 
sify or even to disguise his sentiments in common discourse, 
James could break the faith he had pledged to his parlia- 
ments almost without a pang ; and whilst he showed the 
deepest contrition, remembering, even with tears, his oc- 
casional lapses into intoxication at Buckingham’s jovial 
suppers,f could sacrifice the life of an eminent subject 
almost without a shadow of reluctance. Assuming to him- 
self the character of Hex Paci ficus, but inclined to peace 
more from fear than for conscience’ sake, James appears to 
deserve little credit for cherishing the comforts, and pro- 
tecting the safety of his subjects, if his patronage of the 
murderer of Ovcrbury be considered ; and lightly arc the 
mercies of a monarch to be prized, when his delight in dis- 
covering plots and treasons was almost proverbial ; so that 
on the blood being drawn from his finger by the carver at 
dinner, he was ironically said to have cried out treason, and 
his word in that respect w as thought to be no slander, f 
Thus agitated perpetually by frivolous concerns, and often 
groundless fears, and regardless of the great interests and 
of the real dangers of his country, the mind of James is 
justly described to have been a “ magazine for trifles,” in 
which there was little space for the deposit of graver and 
more valuable materials ; and, in the total absence of that 
quick perception of propriety which experience m the ways 
of mankind cannot ulways teach, and “ which thirty-five 
years of what he called king’s craft hud not taught luni,}” 
the childish points of this monarch’s character w ore con- 
tinually allow'cd to escape from behind the veil with which 
ceremony and royal dignity are calculated to conceal the 
peculiarities of native character. 

Addicted to changing his ministers, and fond of the little 
intrigues incident, to such occasions, James was now dis- 
posed to remain firm to Cecil from the advice which lhat 
eminent person give to iriuke peace with Spain. || The 
some reasons actuated him also to pursue a very different 
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course with Ralegh, who had lately written a memorial in 
order to point out the disadvantages of a treaty with tliat 
country/ 1 * It was, m short, scarcely possible tor any cir- 
cumstances to be combined under an aspect more unpropi- 
tious to Ralegh, than those m which Jumcs ascended the 
throne. Surrounded by Scotsmen, whom he soon found 
reason to designate “ locusts,” Janies displayed so glaring 
and gross a partiality to the interests of the country winch 
he had left, that he began to be considered as no better than 
a “ kmg-in-lawf” to his new }K)ssessions on the southern 
side of the Tweed, lienee the fame of Ralegh’s exploits, 
the hope of his future services, the honor resulting to this 
country from the spirit of enterprise which ho hud pro- 
moted, all availed but little in the sight of a prince who 
rcgartlcd those meritorious traits with the cold indifference 
of a stranger. But had the King been more alive to the 
rare qualit.es of Ralegh’s cl 1 a racier, or more sensible of 
the benefits of his example, one circumstance alone would 
have obliterated the result of all these roii'idi rations. 
This was the suggestion made by Ralegh, in conjunction 
with the Ford Cobliam, Sir John Fortescue, and others, that 
James should, before his coronution, be obliged to subscribe 
to certain articles, and that the number of Ins countrymen 
in situations here should he restrained within due bounds. { 
Regardless, or unconscious of the state of the King’s 
private sentiments, and of the fact lliat all the other cour- 
tiers had been silenced on the same subject, either by a 
knowledge of the avowed wishes of the King, m by the 
potency of Spanish gold, Ralegh, at his first audience with 
a monarch, who wore his doublets quilted tor fear, and, 
when he dubbed a knight, averted Jus head from the 
weapon which denoled the honor, addressed to him a coun- 
sel which might have shaken a tiir more courageous spirit 
than that of James. “I offered his Majesty,” says he, m 
the work entitled his Remains, “at my uncle Curnw’s, to 
carry two thousand men to invade the Spanish without the 
King’s charge. f” This rash, but manly and disinterested 
offer, at once consigned the whole ascendency in royal fa- 
vor to Cecil, and to the Spanish party. The presents re- 
ceived from Ralegh in Scotland, were, indeed, acknow- 
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ledged by the King ; but that act of grace was the last 
ever accorded to him, and Cecil, who well knew Hint force 
alone could oblige Ralegh to succumb to his greater in- 
fluence, triumphed undisturbed and secure. The source 
of Cecil’s apprehensions, the object of James’s dislike, and 
the victim of the Spanish faction, a pretext was now only 
wanting to complete the ruin for which machinations were 
already in progress. 

An act of oppression, such as would, in the present day, 
make the country ring with clamor, soon intimated to Ra- 
legh the perilous situation in which he stood. One source 
of James’s jealousy of Ralegh originated in his guardian- 
ship of a female descendant of the Plantagenets, an heiress 
named Basset, who was thought by some persons to have 
a claim to the crown of England, and who had the more 
substantial possession of ail estate worth three thousand a 
year.* This young person was betrothed to Walter Ra- 
legh, the eldest son of Sir Walter, a brave young man, 
who was afterwards killed in the expedition to Guiana. 
Notwithstanding this contract, James, of whom it has been 
falsely said that he never committed but one act of tyranny, 
severed the affianced lady from the family among whom 
she had been fostered, and obliged her to marry Henry 
Howard, who afterwards died. Hhe then became the wife 
of the Earl of Newcastle; and this nobleman entertained 
so strong a sense of the injustice of her separation from 
Walter Ralegh, that he was heard to say, that had that 
unfortunate young man been alive, he would not have mar- 
ried his countess, for “ he took her, before God, to be young 
Ralegh’s wife, whilst they were yet children.” Nor did this 
unjust proceeding end here : Sir Robert Basset, a relative 
of the heiress, was obliged to fly the country to save Ins 
life, probably for some opposition to this transaction : his 
estate was .mich reduced, no fewer than thirty manors 
being sold by the King’s orders. f 

Fresh insults convinced the unfortunate Ralegh that his 
afTairs at court v ere desperate. Wiiilst, forbidden himself 
to enter the royal presence, ho had the mortification of 
hearing that the Earl of Southampton, who 'was concerned 
in the conspiracy of Essex, and “ long covered with the 
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ashes of his ruin,”* had been sent for from the Tower, and 
graciously received. Irritated by these events, and inca- 
pable of sustaining with temper the reverses presented to 
him, Ralegh, enraged against Cecil and his party, gave, by 
Ins rash conduct, a full effect to the snares prepared for 
him by his enemies. Had ho, with more subtlety or with 
more prudence, bent beneath the storm, or awaited its sub- 
siding in seclusion and submission, his liberty might have 
been spared to him, and, perhaps, his fortunes retrieved. 
He adopted, however, a different course, and employing 
his powerful talents in composing a justification of his con- 
duct, addressed to King James a memorial, in which he 
sought to vindicate himself from the death of Essex, and 
to throw the blame of that affair upon Cecil. Not contented 
with this defence, lie attacked the minister upon the score 
of Queen Mary’s execution, which he attributed wholly to 
tin 1 enmity of the Cecils, ami not to the wishes of Eliza- 
beth; conceding this document by an appeal to Davison, 
the secretary, who was still alive, and in pusou.+ He w r ag 
removed from his situation as captain of the guard, and 
that office conferred upon Sir Thomas Erskipc, one of the 
Kind’s countrymen and fluorites. He was apprized that 
James disliked Ins continuance in his office of wines ; and 
he found that Ins services at, court were regarded ns un- 
wob oino and lntimuvc.J No impression upon the mind of 
James was effected by his representations ngnmst, Cecil, 
and the l.imiMer was tendered implacable. That the con- 
duct of the King towards Ralegh was actuated by some 
fatal influence rather than by the impulse of Ins owm un- 
h/.iwed feelings, is, how ever, obvious; for when asked, 
What fault he found in Ralegh? the embarrassed royal 
pb.tanofjiie could only reply, that he had sjioken irrever- 
ently of ] leniy VIII. ; a reason which, if available as an 
excuse, must h:i\e been called up at the moment, since no 
one had ^ ■ 'claimed in harsher terms against that monarch 
than Janies himself.} The fact is, that James, although 
secretly afraid of* Ralegh, and disliking his opinions, left 
this and all oilier points of* policy to the sole guidance of 
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those ministers who harl served under his able and expe- 
rienced predecessor ; and “ dedicated,” as Osborne relates, 
“rainy weather to Ins Blandish, and fair to Ins hounds, or 
any tiling 1 else that owned the voice of pleasure, which 
was through the whole series of Ins government more ac- 
ceptable than any profit or conveniency [that] might ac- 
crue to his people.*” So great, indeed, was the ascen- 
dency which Cecil retained over him, that he w r as gene- 
rally thought to have made a private compact w T ith JTmnc, 
Earl of Dunbar, and afterwards Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, to divide the favor of the King between tlieinf ; thus 
cementing interests winch, if divided, might have been 
comparatively powerless. 

This brief detail of the various circumstances which at- 
tended the accession of James, is necessary to show how 
far domestic affairs affected the welfare and security of Ra- 
legh’s existence; the situation of England with respect to 
foreign states had also a considerable influence upon the 
destiny of this great but unfortunate individual. 

James was at this time solicited with proposals of peace 
by all the principal potentates of Europe. Among the dif- 
ferent ambassadors who visited this country, none, however, 
seemed so likely to secure the confidence of the public 
mind, as Rosin, afterwards Due do Sully. This celebrated 
friend and minister of Ilenry IV. came to England ex- 
pressly to frustrate a scheme for a general peace, at that 
time diligently sought by Count D’Aremberg, the Austrian 
ambassador. On Ins arrival m England, the French am- 
bassador found James but little disposed to favor the propo- 
sals of Henry IV. for the continuance of the amity w'lncli 
had subsist f 3il between the King of France and Elizabeth. 
All grateful recollections of that princess, every respectful 
tribute to her memory, w ere almost prohibited in the court 
of her succ* «sor ; and when Rosni intimated to some of the 
English, that it was his intention to appear before James 
with himself and his whole suite m mourning, lie was 
earnestly admonished not, by such a form, which had been 
strictly enjoined him by Ilenry, to incur James’s certain 
displeasure.^ 

The divisions of the English court, the weakness of its 
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ruler, the overwhelming influence of the Scots, and the 
deep duplicity of Cecil, whom he describes as “all myste- 
ry,” were soon apparent to the discernment and experience 
of Sully, already intimately acquainted with the character 
of the English nation. Suspicion, jealousy, private and 
even public discontents, pervaded the higher classes of the 
community, and divided the responsible advisers of the 
King into factions. Below the principal parties was a 
subordinate cabal, composed of those who mingled in af- 
fairs without having any connexion with the members of 
the government, and who were scarcely united among 
themselves, nor according in any one point, except m the 
resolution not to join with any other faction. These were 
compos'd entirely of Englishmen; they breathed a spirit 
of sedition,* and were ready, according to the opinion of 
Sully, “ to attempt any thing m favor of novelties, even if 
it were against the king himself, f” At the head of tins 
combination wore the earls of Northumberland. Southamp- 
ton, and Cumberland, the J/ird Cobham, Sir Wulter Ra- 
legh, Sir CirilFm Markham, and many others \ It may be 
readily conceived how the contending interests ©f these 
two parties, the vacillations of James, and the skilful ma- 
nn*n\ res of Cecil, who veered about with each prevailing 
faction, afforded but t<xi seductive an occasion for the do- 
s inning, the di.-contented, or the rash, to torrn schemes for 
the uest ruction of «i government, of which even the earli- 
est prognostications were those of error nud of weakness. 

In this state of affairs, various circumstances contributed 
to make the scale of James’s inclinations preponderate in 
favor of tlic Spanish interests, and consequently against 
the object of Rosin's mission. He bore, in the first place, 
no great affection towards Henry the Fourth, who had 
calh .1 him in derision, “Captain of arts, and Clerk of 
arms,” a too apt designation, of which James bad been ma- 
liciously apprised.} lie was indolent to excess, and was 
but too happy to resign the burden of thinking about state 
matters to Cecil, w r ho had now 7 so tiir relaxed from his an- 
tipathy to Hp.nn, as to consider that kingdom and France 
as both equally dangerous; above all, the King was in- 
timidated, rather than influenced, by his queen, Anne of 
Denmark, over whom he sought vainly to assume an au- 
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thority which had the more semblance of conjugal com- 
mand, and which that bold, assuming, and popular princess 
set at defiance with an undaunted assurance. Anne was 
wholly devoted to the Spanish alliance, and she had sedu- 
lously endeavored to umpire the young prmce IJeniy, flic 
heir-apparent, with similar sentiments; but that well-judg- 
ing and single-hearted youth could never bo hi might to 
coincide with his mother in her opinions on this* subject, 
and was the more reluctant to join in her schemes from 
his enthusiastic admiration for the King of France, w horn 
he proposed to make his model.* These prepossessions on 
the part of the youthful heir-apparent, inclined him uller- 
wards to listen to the suggestions of Ralegh, and were, 
probably, the first bond of that union which subsequent Jy 
subsisted between these two individuals. 

Rosm, on establishing himself in London, found there, 
as ambassadors, the Count D’Areinberg, from the Arch- 
duke of Austria, Prince Henry of Nassau, and other depu- 
ties from the States General. These ambassadors were 
Boon plunged into the mysterious and perplexing busmen 
of negotiations, in which the irresolution and indifference 
of James were, according to the representations of the am- 
bassador, only exceeded by his dissimilation. ITjs great 
wit consisted in inspiring all who had audience of him 
with hopes, but fulfilling none of his promises; a line of 
conduct which had, as he affirmed, procured him security 
when king of Scotland. |- It has been well remarked, that 
the attention of this monarch had been too long centered 
in the anxieties for self-preservation to leave much matter 
within h.m for generous exertion.^ 

All the-e conflicting circumstances were of 'vital, arid, 
as they proved, of fatal importance to Ralegh. Those who 
admired Ins talents, and wished well to one who was so 
calculated to advance the credit of his country, viewed 
with regret the dangers by which ho was threatened at 
this crisis. Even Sir John Harrington, now no longer the 
light-hearted and sportive courtier, but the mournful ob- 
server of this world’s incon. iancy,} began Jo fear lor Ra- 
legh, and to whisper strange plots of which ho had private 
intimations. By this strange compound of sentiment and 
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numor, it was plainly soon, and good-naturedly lamented, 
that Ralegh was obnoxious to all factions. “The Span- 
lshe,” says lie, in a loiter to Dr. Still, “ bearc no good wyll 
to Ralegh; iihd I doubt if some of the Englyshc have 
mucho better aflbctione towarde hyni: God delyver me 
from these desygns. I have spoken with Carewe concern- 
mge the matter; he thynketh ill of certaine people whome 
I hnowo, and wisheth he coiul game knowledge and fur- 
ther inspection hereof Cecil doth beare no love to Ra- 
leghe, as you well miderstande m the matter of Essex. I 
wist not he that (Ralegh; hath evyll design m pomte of 
futhe nr relygion. As he hath olio discoursed? to mewyth 
modi learn) nye, wysdnrn, and freedom, I knowc he dotho 
somewhat dyiler in opynyou from some others: but 1 
tliwike also his hearte is welle fixed in every honcstc 
thyngc, as farro as I can looke into hym. He seemeth 
wondrouslie fitted, bothe by art and nature, to serve the 
state, especial lie as he is vorsede m foreign rn.it tors, his 
sky II therein being nlvvuies estimable and praise’ vorthie.” 
* * * “In good trot ho, F pitie liis state, and doubtc the 
dyce not 1'urely thrown, if Ins Jyfc be the losing stake: hut 
hereof enovvo, as it becoinetlie not a poore countrye 
ku>ghte to look fiom the plow-handle into policie and 
pnucio.'” Such were sonic of the forebodings of a spec- 
tator concerning the termination of Ralegh’s tranquillity, 
and tiie perils winch threatened Ins reputation* .md such 
the tribute of well-grounded encomium paid to him by one 
who knew well how to satirize his failings; and whose 
present favor with King James might have made that ap- 
pear, tor his own peculiar interests, the wiser part 

Jt was at tins juncture that a combination was formed, 
so. singular rn its nature, and so mysterious in its intention, 
that its operations have proverbially been called a “ riddle 
of state.” Among the active, and enthusiastic, and malig- 
nant spin -j who were thus mingled together in strange 
association, the name of Ralegh, unhappily for him, ap- 
pears. The imputed object of the plot in which he was 
supposed to h»\o engaged, was to alter the succession to 
the crown ; the means, a rash and wild scheme for sur* 
prising the lung and his court, and placing the next heir 
upon 8ie throne. The object, or rather the victim, of thi^ 
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conspiracy, was Arabella Stuart, one of the most hapless 
members of a family sufficiently remarkable for misfor- 
tunes, and distinguished no less for the pride, imprudence, 
and accomplishments which characterized the house of 
Stuart, than for her exalted bu th. The daughter of the 
Earl of Lenox, uncle to the king, and brother of the ill- 
fated Darnley, the Ijady Arabella possessed, according to 
the opinion of some, an advantage, by birth w ithin the 
realm, which raised her claim to the crown to an equality 
with that of James, “ according to the principle of Jaw 
which excludes aliens from inheritance* * * §1 ’ to the crown. 
Her pretensions wore countenanced by the pope, Clement 
VIII., who believed her to be secretly of the Catholic faith, 
and projected a marriage between her and the Cardinal 
Farnese, brother to the Duke of Parma. f But Arabella 
manifested neitlior any decided inclination to popery, nor a 
disposition, by an alliance with foreign states, to strengthen 
her power of laying claim to her supposed birthright. Her 
chief grounds of complaint appear to have been th ' lu^s 
of her patrimonial property, when James, aller the death 
of her father, revoked the mfeoffiriont, of the Earldom of 
Lenox to her prejudice, an act which had incensed Queen 
. Elizabeth.! She was, therefore, m a great measure, de- 
pendent upon James’s bounty, and was obliged from pover- 
ty to contract debts, which the king in one instance paid, 
besides adding to her yearly allowance.} As this act of 
liberality took pluce after the conspnaoy || which lxuv her 
name as its plea, it may be presumed, as indeed it was 
generally allowed, that Arabella was innocent of any par- 
ticipation m that wild and wicked scheme. That the wan 
destined to fall a sacrifice to the suspicions raised by this 
afiair, was too well proved; when, following the dictates 
of her heart, she, some years afterwards, married her 
cousin, Sir William Seymour, and endeavored to fly with 
him abroud. He, a man of honor and of valor, who after- 
wards proved his attachment to the Teigning family during 
the period of the rebellion,! was, for a tune, confined in 
the Tower. But tho misery oAheir common imprudence 
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fell, as it usually does, most heavily on the lady. After 
years of confinement and of hope df liberty deferred, she 
died insane, and a prisoner.* 

With the expressed purpose of vindicating the rights 
of Arabella, but with the secret expectation each of bene- 
fiting his own particular views, a set of men came into 
co-operation with such dissimilar opinions and motives, that 
posterity has scarcely ceased wondering at their conjunc- 
tion. Amongst those, the most responsible for all the evils 
winch ensued was Cicorge Brooke, a brother of the Lord 
Cubliam, and, doubtless, the incendiary of the whole plot. 
Whilst, from the greater importance of his relative in rank 
and wealth, this base instrument of destruction to Ralegh 
has been overlooked by historians, there can be little doubt 
but that l»y his cultivated, and vigorous, but unprincipled 
mind, the passions of Cobham were in (lamed ; and the lat- 
ter, who “ was but one remove from a fool,t ,,, initiated into 
tiie mysteries of the web woven by others. Tl is remark- 
able that the father of these two men had given them a 
lesson m treachery, by disclosing the particulars of the 
conspiracy m which the Duke of Norfolk was concerned, 
m tin 4 reign of Elizabeth. This nobleman afterwards be- 
came lord chamberlain, and enjoyed so great a portion of 
Elizabeth’s favor, that none dared to utter a syllable to his 
prejudice, unless it were the Earl of Essex; and when the 
office of baron, of the cinque ports became vae-int, the 
chance of the younger Cobham appeared to prevail above 
that of all other competitors. ( With the advantages of 
high birth and of a large fortune, Henry J .ord Cobham 
was as much despised by his contemporaries, even in his 
days of prosperity, as he has since been contemned and 
detested by every reader of history, capable of feeling vir- 
tuous indignation. To his natural imbecility there was an 
accompaniment not very unusual, a degree of stupid and 
remorseless ssurance, which enabled him to tell a lie with 
as much ease nnd confidence os a fact:} hence he was 
generally conceived to be one upon whom any base office 
might be thrust, without the dread of any relenting emo- 
tions of conscience intervening to arrest the progress of 
his iniquities. If one odious and contemptible feature 
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predominated in his composition, it was cowardice, a cir- 
cumstance of which his designing associates knew well 
how to avail themselves wli-n occasion oftcml. It was 
remarkable that a person so valiant, so philosophical, «aiul 
so discerning as Ralegh should have associated on terms 
of intimacy with a character so unworthy of his regard, 
and so debased in the public opinion, as that of Cobham : 
for even during the lifetime of Essex, Cobham hail been 
despised, and it was the custom of the unfortunate Dcvc- 
reux to call him, par excellent ium, “ the sycophant,” m 
tlie very presence of Elizabeth.* Perhaps their common 
enmity to tliat unfortunate nobleman first engaged Ralegh 
and Cobham in a friendship which was as fatal to the for- 
mer, as it. was hollow and selfish m the latter. Perhaps the 
influence and credit attached to the dominion which Ra- 
legh exercised over a man of Coliham’s great possessions, 
gratified his vanity, or increased his power. It is scarcely 
possible that the intimacy winch subsisted between them 
could have arisen in Ralegh from motives of regard or 
esteem to a man so infinitely his inferior in every thing 
but the adventitious circumstances of birth and fortune: 
yet the familiar letters which parsed betw een thomf seem 
to imply a degree of flattering attention on the part of 
Ralegh, which, if it did not proceed from kindly feelings, 
was utterly unworthy of a man of his intellect and estima- 
tion in society. Yet it is but too true that their intercourse, 
both personally and by correspondence, was of the most 
familiar and confidential character; and of the letters pre- 
served of Ralegh’s writing, in the State Paper Office, 
those to Cobham are written m the terms of intimate 
friendship and respect. When quitting the examination- 
room, and returning as a pnsoner to his own house, Ra- 
legh received a message fiom Coblmm requesting to know 
what hwl tra pired. To tins inquiry Ralegh sent a writ- 
ten answer, tolling Cobham, tliat lie had been examined, 
and that “ he had cleared him of all.” This intelligence 
was transmitted by Captain Keyrnis, one of Ralegh’s de- 
voted adherents, who, as it was stated, added a verbal mes- 
sage, which was denied by Ralegh, importing tliat “ Cob- 


* Rcliquix WultiHiiie, 31. 
t Copied from the Stale Paper Office, App. D. & E. 
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iam might bp of good comfort, for that one witness would 
not condemn him.” 

Contrasted with Cobham in every mental attribute, but 
unhappily associated with him in deeds of folly and of 
mischief, was the* young, hnrli-minded Lord Grey dc Wil- 
ton, described by a contemporary writer* as “a very hope- 
ful gentleman, blasted m the bud.” Tins unfortunate 
nobleman, the last male heir of a brave and illustrious 
line, and aneestni, by Ins sister, to the present house of 
Wilton, had been engaged m the service of his country 
against the Armada, and had borne an honorable character, 
until Ins ill-ad\ ised connexion with that strange enterprise, 
afterwards vulgarly known by “ Ralegh’s Plot,” nqd, by 
inor* accurate, persons, “ Watson’s conspiracy.” A Puritan 
in religion. Grey manifested m Jus deportment the osten- 
tation of piety and contempt of death, usually manifested 
by persons of that sect, to whom it appeared m many in- 
stances tiir more easy to die with heroism, than to live m 
a rational slate of peace, and whom King James not inaptly 
described to be “ Protestants llayed out of their wits.” 
lie was also a man of some classical acquirements, which 
were displayed with considerable ostentation 'll his letters, 
as some of Jus aflbctmg and high-spirited compositions still 
preserved sulliciently shovv.f With these differing cha- 
lacters were joined William Watson, and William Clerk, 
two priests ; Sir Griffin Markham, Bartholonv w Brooksby, 
Anthony Copley, Sir Edward Parham, and, as report as- 
serted, Sir Walter Ralegh. 

Of this strange medley of characters, Grey was the 
most infatuated and violent; Cobham the most contempti- 
ble ; and his brother George Brooke, by far the most able, 
designing, and dangerous. So much doubt still rests upon 
the share which RaJegh had in this treasonable combina- 
tion of Papists with Puritans, that he ought not to be re- 
garded as decidedly forming one of this singular group. 
Yet historians have unhesitatingly connected Ins name 
with those of Ins reputed confederates, and have seemed 
1o consider Ins guilt as implied, without the necessity of a 
doubt. Even ■Osborne, with every apparent intention to be 
lenient, states, that at the King’s “assumption, the T.ord 
Grey, I/)rd Cobham, and Sir Walter Ralegh,” fell into a 
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treason similar to that of Essex, and equally “ improbable to 
hurt others, or benefit themselves:” and he adds tins re- 
mark, — “that if ever tolly was rapable of the title, or 
pity due to innocence, theirs might claim so large a share, 
as not possible to be too highly condemned, or too slightly 
punished.*” By an historian, greatly superior to Osborne, f 
the participation of Ralegh in the criminal designs of 
Qfey, Cobluim, and the other members of the party, has 
been mentioned as a circumstance to be accounted tor by 
the manifestations of James’s displeasure towards him, 
and as a fact not requiring im obligation, nor challenging 
dispute | 

I fume has justly observed, regarding this alfior, that' 
“ every tiling remains still m\sterums, and histoiy can gi\e 
us no clue to unravel it.” In documents-} dit*co\ered long 
since Hume’s time, no fresh disclosures, which might es- 
tablish the guilt of Ralegh, are to be found. The minds 
of those who conversed with him appear to ha\e been m 
the same state of vague suspicion ami perplexity as our 
own; no confession was elicited from him, nor any con- 
nected evidence of co-operation traced. The origin of the 
charges against linn originated in the following cncuui- 
stances, respecting winch reports prevailed, without, how- 
ever, any certain foundation. 

It was m the first instance suppo ft ed, and it has been 
repeatedly asserted, that Ralegh was guilty m tampering 
with the foreign ambassadors, and in offering them the 
benefit of his talents and influence lor pecuniary consider- 
ations. Rosm is said first to have received these unworthy 
proposals)! ; but no such statement being found m the uil- 
uable and singularly accurate Memoirs of that gTeat ntnlcs- 
man, it may bo presumed that tins account was false; for 
Sully W'ouJd scarcely have passed over such an occurrence, 
had it really taken place The sole reference which he 
makes to any e. inmunications of importance offeml to him 
by Ralegh aiid Cobham, relates to the machinations of 

* Osborne, Mem K. J. vii 4 l JS. 

fOsborne, a«* a conteinporarv writer, has had ro»<*irier;£>lo stress plan'd 
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Spain to detach England from Franco and the Low Coun- 
tries; and, on this subject, the carl of Northumberland, 
who was m no way concerned in Watson’s plot, gave him 
a far greater portion of information than the two former 
individuals * 

It was next reported, that Ralegh and Cobliam were im- 
plicated with Count Aremberg, the ambassador from the 
Archduke of Austria, and that their dealings with him, if 
not absolutely of a treasonable nature, might be regarded 
as ilisgracelui to themselves, anil as dangerous to the 
state. 

Jn the month of May, 1003, Ralegh had projected, if not 
executed, a work, which he presented soon afterwards to 
Jame^, f written expressly to discourage the prospect of a 
peace with Spam, and urging the continuance of aunty with 
the Flemings, upon the grounds that “a poor neighbor’s 
house set on tire is better to be guarded than a great city 
atiirofff” Tn the course of June, in the same ye.* r, the Aus- 
trian ambassador landed m England. Soon after Ins arrival, 
Lord Cobliam, who had formerly maintained some inter- 
course with the Austrian go\ eminent, by means of Lau- 
rencie, an Antwerp merchant, renewed his previous com- 
munication with that person, who al tended D’Areinbcrg to 
England, and, in Ins presence, had a personal interview 
wth the Austrian minister. On this occasion Cobham 
was instructed by the Austrian minister to oiler a bribe to 
Ralegh, in order to induce him to relinquish tli.i* opposi- 
tion to the peace with Spam, which he laid continually 
nia m tested, and which ho laid show'll explicitly in his re- 
cent publication. On quitting D’Areinberg, Cobliam re- 
paired to Durham House, in the Strand, where Ralegh 
then resided, and communicated to linn, during supper, the 
particulars of Ins visit to D’Aremberg. 

This was not the first proposal of this nature which had 
been made to Ralegh on the part of D’Aremberg, w ho hail 
tried Jus ginund with Sir Walter, by a similar olfor before 
Ins landing in England.} The result of this particular ne- 
gotiation does not appear, and it was probably anticipated 
by the proceedings against Ralegh: the treaty w r as after- 
wards stated to have been of a treasonable nature, although 
no different object to that which has been assigned to it 

* Sully'? Memoirs, Translation, vol. ui. p. 104. London, IS]!). • 
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could bo ascertained. It may be justly remarked, that it 
argues no great estimation of Ralegh’s incorruptible prob- 
ity, that such a proposition should have been niudo to him. 
Unhappily such transactions were far too iiequent in those 
days to be matters of reproof) or sources of shame, when 
discovered. Bribes wore unblushmgly offered, and greedily 
received; and the use of £ punish gold among British 
Statesmen was, in the reign of James i., almost proverbial. 
The negotiation was denied neither by Oobhain, nor by 
Ralegh. 

Upon this incident, winch could have no relation to the 
plot which was immediately afterwards disclosed, the sub- 
stance of all that can with a shadow of justice be urged 
against Raleigh’s conduct as a loyal subject, entirely and 
solely depends. 

It was in the beginning of July that Cecil received, 
from Anthony Copley, the particulars of a conspiracy, of 
which Copley avowed himself to be a party concerned. 
The intelligence convened by this inn n, affected only Giey 
and George Brooke, disclosing, on their part, a plot to seize 
the King’s person, and other treasonable designs.* Oil 
receiving this intimation, the experienced minister imme- 
diately conjectured, that. lfBinohe were a principal, it w as 
not unlikely that Cobham might also hi' concerned in the 
affair; fiom Cobliam it was again natural to refer to Ra- 
legh, because, besides the well-known incapacity of the 
wretched peer to any bold iindei taking, it was notorious 
that Ralegh jk.is.si s&ed the g mutest possible influence over 
the small degree ofnmid which Cob! mm possessed; an in- 
fluence so .-trorig, that, lirooho, m rrmuiking upon it dur- 
ing the trio l which afterwards to. k plate, called Ralegh, 
emphatically, “the witch.”)- 

Actuati d by these suspi. mns, Cecil determined upon the 
apprehension of the supposed coiispnators ; and meeting 
Ralegh on t* terrace at Windsor, he desired luni, us fiom 
the King, to remain, alleging that the lords of the privy 
council had something upon which they w ished to com- 
numicato with him f Tie was then examined upon the 
grounds of Cobham’s communn ations with Aremberg; hut 
he entirely clean d the accused nobleman of any “cor- 

* Birch, i. 50. f Trial in Prof to Hint World, p 15. 
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rcspondence that might not be warranted ;” referring Cecil 
to Laurencic for a fuller explanation ; a counsel which he 
subsequently repeated in a letter to the minister.* Cob- 
liarn was then summoned to appear before the lords at 
Richmond ; and here, alter for some time refusing to de- 
pose any thing at all,} lie entirely exculpated Ralegh, and 
endeavored to exonerate himself. Rut soon, the whole 
tram of alliurs was changed, by an arti/ice eternally^ is- 
graceful to men of education and character, who werecon- 
eorned in a solemn investigation touching the lives and 
reputations of others. A portion of Ralegh's fetter to Cecil 
was shown to Cohhain, who w'as led, from some expres- 
sions concerning J iiurencie and J)\Arembcrg, to infer that 
Ralegh, m the remaining portion of ihc document, had be- 
trayed him. On leading those passages, the wretched 
nobleman, con>rious of bis own nefarious dealings, and 
seized with a sudden impulse, almost diabolical in its na- 
ture, exclaimed, “Oh! traitor; oh! villain; now will I 
confess the whole truth !” This burst of pa, -.ion was suc- 
ceeded by an avowal, or rather fabrication, winch was but 
too eagerly received by the assembled enoimes of the un- 
fortunate Ralegh. Under the impression.- of cowardice, 
and the excitement of revenge, Coblmm declared that it 
had been his intention to go into Spam for the purpose of 
borrowing the sum of one thousand crowns from Philip the 
Tmrd, to pay the rebellious troops which were to be raised 
in tlu-4 country. lie also detailed a plan nf returning to 
England by Jersey, where Ralegh, in bis oilh nil situation 
as governor of that island, would be Toady to discuss with 
him the mode 1 of list nbution of the money. His deposition 
was interspersed with ninny oaths and exclamations, and 
it was crowned by a protest, most earnestly desired hv 
many of the bystanders, that at the instigation of Ralegh 
solely had be entered into these treasonable designs. { 

With regard to other plots, tins mean and dastardly be- 
trayer of his friend, w itli a degree of cunning worthy of 
his seltish character, declared lus inability to give any dis- 
tinA account of them, although they had, he atliimed, fre- 
quently been the subjects of discourse bctwmi him and 
Ralegh : an unlimited iield was thus left to the accusations 

* flee Trial, p 18. 
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of the malignant, and to the attachment of any imputation 
which might chance, from other coincidences, to have the 
appearance of probability. With the inconsistency of 
falsehood, Cobham, to his other allegations, added Una 
strange and contradictory surmise, that he dreaded lc*l,on 
lus return to Jersey, Ralegh should deliver him and the 
money he was des red to bring to the king.* Alter deliv- 
ering this evidence, which, incoherent and improbable as 
it was, decided the fate of Ralegh, Cobham Was discharged ; 
but, even before lie came to the stair-foot to depait trorn 
the council room, he was seized with sudden remorse : he 
retracted his assertion, and confessed that lie had injured 
his former associate and fricnd.f He refused fora long 
time to subscribe to his iniquitous testimony, which was 
taken down in writing, and could not he persuaded to do 
so, even after reading that letter of Ralegh’s which so 
much enraged him, until Popliam, the lord chief justice, 
being sent tor, told him, that it would be considered us a 
contempt of court, if he did not sign his dejiosition. Nei- 
ther could he be induced, to confirm the truth of an allegi- 
tion which had been made by his brother Rrooke, on his 
examination, that Cobham had remarked to Rrooke that he 
and Grey were only upon the “bye,” but that Ralegh and 
himself were upon the “ main.” This statement, on the 
part of Rrooke, a known enemy of Ralegh, was also ex- 
plained by him to refer to the destruction of the King and 
his issue; a plot winch was considered as being the 
“ main” or chief end of the conspiracy, wdulst the “ bye” 
was suppose! to refer to some amendments in state affairs, 
said to ho d« :>ired by the other conspirators. Yet, notwith- 
standing tins denial on the part of Cobham, this point w r as 
afterwards much insisted upon, and, during the trial, was 
made the pretext of imputing the chief guilt m the affair to 
Ralegh. Thus, as it were, prejudged, and almost condemned 
by anticipation, Ralegh was indicted at Staines, in Middle- 
sex, on the 21st of September, and Cobham and Grey in 
the course of the three follow ing days. They were then 
committed to the Tow or. J: * 

Upon the grounds of Sir Walter Ralegh’s commitment 
to prison, Cecil, recently created JJaron Ksscnden, has cx- 


* Oldya, from Shoi Icy, p J33. 
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plained himself in a letter to Sir Thomas Parry, at that 
tune ambassador m Prance. With aJ] his ingenuity and 
his love for the discovery of plots, the able secretary was 
unable to give any satislactory reasons for this proceeding. 
“Concerning Sir Walter Ralegh’s commitment,” he ob- 
serves, “ this hath been the ground. 11c hath been discon- 
tented in couspcctu omnium ever since the King came ; 
and yet, for those offices which are taken from linn, the 
King gave him 300/. a-year duringhis life, and forgave him 
a good arrearage of debts.” lie then narrates the examina- 
tions before the council, which, in the eye of justice, had 
been sufficiently refuted by the vacillating conduct of ( "ob- 
li.'iin, his contradictions, and his violent, hut too late repent- 
ance*; and not being aide to deduce from the vague accu- 
sations of Coblmm the desired evidence of Ralegh's guilt, 
remarks that “lus governing the Lord Cobham’s spirit, 
made great suspicions that m these treasons ho had his 
part.” Such were the surmises upon which tin* brave, the 
wise, and the virtuous were too often consigned to un- 
merited disgrace and confinement m the hoabti d days of 
our ancestors. 

Since the former friendship between Ralegh and Cecil, 
ami the apparent reluctance of the latter to aul the prose- 
cution of Ralegh upon lus trial, may be considered as tend- 
ing to confh/n his guilt, it is proper here to remark that re- 
cent investigations! appear to show more fully Ilian has 
heretofore been manifested, that dissensions bctu eon these 
two eminent men had commenced even during the pre- 
ceding reign, and had lieen disclosed to Cobban i. In the 
postscript to a letter addressed to that nobleman, Ralegh 
speaks with bitterness of Cecil’s conduct to him in a certain 
law-suit, and designating the secretary by the sarcastic ap- 
pellation of “my Lord Puritan Periarii,” denounces wrath 
against him in severe terms. J If profession* of regard 
could, on the one hand, be so readily changed into con- 
tempt and anger, it is not very probable that they were very 
sincere, or stable, on the part of Cecil, whose worldly inte- 
rest it appeared to be to forsake even this hollow semblance 
of friendship towards Ralegh, on the accession of James. 
Cecil, indeed, seems Jo have made no exertion to save any 

* Cayley, i p HH4 , from Pcpys’a Library in Magdalen College, Cai% 
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of the prisoners from tlioir doom ; and conscious of the in* 
sufficiency of the evidence against Ralegh in an equitable 
point of view, he displays in his letters a desire to expatiate 
upon the circumstantial bearings of the case, and a dispo- 
sition to seize hold of every incident to confirm conjectures 
of his guilt. Under the mask of impartiality, ami with 
seeming hesitation, he labors to convince bis correspond cuts 
at foreign courts of Ralegh’s guilt, without directly ex- 
pressing ins entire conviction of it himself Nothing can 
he more artful, more essentially diplomatic, than tln^e dis- 
pitches*: yet truth will assert her power, and few calm 
and unprejudiced spectators were really convinced of 
Ralegh's co-operation in the wild schemes imputed to him. 

It is melancholy to learn that the fortitude of Ralegh 
deserted him at this crisis. The mind which could after- 
wards so nobly rally to support misfortune, sank beneath 
unexpected disgrace. That he attempted suicide, is a fiict 
over which the Christian mourns m tiie bitterness of dis- 
appointment. The fatal blow was arrested by the merciful 
interposition of that pitying Providence, w ho willed that 
he should live to retrieve the errors of an useful, but not 
faultless career. 

Ralegh, at this period of Ins life, displayed a proud and 
impatient spirit: adversity was almost entirely new to him, 
and her salutary lessons had been experienced in a slight 
and transitory manner. The season was yet to arrive m 
which tins great, but erring man, was enabled to show, bow, 
from degradation, he could raise himself to glory, by the 
duties ol submission and repentance, and by the wisdom of 
resignation. 

Ills despair must have been extreme, and it was unhap- 
pily construed into an admission of his guilt. For although, 
from the account of Cecil, he was on his commitment 
treated wit 1 * humanity, and at lirst lodged and attended as 
well as in his own house, f be could not suppress the ago- 
nies of Ins inind ; and one afternoon, whilst the secretary 
and others were examining some of the prisoners in the 
Tower, he stabbed himself in the breast, near his heart, 
with a knife. When Cecil, on being informed of this at- 
tempt at self-destruction, came to him, he found him m 

, * Sen his two letters to Sir T Parry in Cayley, vol. 1 . p. 284. and n. 5., 
also his letters hi Win wood, \ol 11 . p. 8 . 
t Cayley, i. 305. 



LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 


155 

great mental distress, “ protesting liis innocency, with care- 
lessness of life.” That his indifference to lift 1 was real, is 
obvious from his subsequent conduct at Ins trial, when he 
appeared fitr more nnxions to vindicate his character, and 
to manifest the malice of his enemies, than to obtain their 
mediation for his forgiveness. Perhaps there are few men 
who can weigh the prospect of a long imprisonment with 
that of a speedy release by death, who would not, in the 
first agonies of such a prospect, be tempted to take their 
fate into their own hands, forgetful of their reliance upon 
that Supreme Providence under whose protection we may 
presume the innocent captive peculiarly to abide. 

Happily tor mankind, happily for himself, the wound 
which Ralegh inflicted was not dangerous, being, as Cecil 
describes it, rather “ a cut than a stab.*” The rash and 
criminal deed was committed on the twenty-seventh of 
July, 1008. By a letter from the lieutenant of the Tower, 
dated the thirtieth of the same month, he seems to have 
been almost restored to health, although si ill i» reatljWigi- 
tafed m mmd.f “ Sir Walter Ralegh’s hurl says the 
writer, addressing himself to Cecil, “wyll he within these 
two days perfect ly hoole. He doth styll contv no we per- 
plexed as you lefffr? hym.” From the same source we learn, 
that lie greatly desired to he allowed the society of his friend 
Ik mot, ; but we are not informed whether his request was 
granted. 

With renranl to the private examinations which were 
earned* on between the interval of his first committal and 
his trial, Ralegh appears to have adopted a vciy different 
course to that pursued by the other prisoners, in a letter 
addressed to Cecil by Sir William Wade, and indorsed with 
the words “ to me” in the hand of the secretary himself, J 
it, appears, that Ralegh at first preserved a resolute silence, 
which he at length relaxed, although with much caution; 
“and ] loubt not,” observes Wade, “ havinge now opened 
the ha tone of his closet, he will lossc reserve, and be more 
willing to utter that is behind.” Previous to this mteih- 


* Tin* attempt on Uip part of Ralegh is established bv Ccril’* Letter* 
and by hi* Diary, preserved m the Hal ibid library, first brought to light 
bv Cayley, \ol n iW»n. It is confirmed by a letter in the State Paper 
Office, now first printed in the Appendix, and alluding to the cure of the 
wound. , • 
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gence, which was sent to Cecil on the 27th of August 
nothing had been elicited from Ralegh, nor does it appear, 
from any source, that he subsequently confirmed the ex- 
pectations of Wade by disclosing any thing of importance. 
His declarations, and those of his attendant Key mis, were 
taken,* and sent to Cecil in Sir Walter’s own hand-writing. 
Tucse, unluckily, have not been transmitted to us in any 
manuscript collections, or have not been yet discovered. 
They, probably, contained asseverations of innocer.ee, and 
were, perhaps, on that account, destroyed by Cecil. There 
was, evidently, considerable pains taken to win from him 
Rome admission of his guilt, and hud such been obtained, 
we should, no doubt, have been furnished with explicit and 
perhaps triumphant rcinaiksupon it. from the pen of Wade, 
who was indefatigable in his investigation of the prisoners, f 
On the contrary, Cecil, m his letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, 
then ambassador at the Hague, declares that Ralegh was 
firm in Ins asseverations of innocence. And yet, unshaken 
by* is fact, or else determined to believe liiin guilty, lie 
makes this invidious remark upon the circumstance, “ that 
though Sir Walter persists m his denials, by having gotten 
Rome intelligence of the Lord Cobbam’s retractation, yet 
the first accusation is so well fortified with other demon- 
strative circumstances, and the retractation so blemished 
by the discovery of that intelligence which they had, as 
few men can conceive it comes from a pure heart.” 

The consistent asseverations of Ralegh were strongly 
contrasted with the confessions, prevarications, and sup- 
plications of his fellow-prisoners Grey, in his “declara- 
tion,” as it was called, confessed that he had a “ plot, a 
party, and confederates.”! He further acknowledged, that 
the object of this scheme was to surprise the King and Irs 
court.} And he scorned not to address letters to the King, 
two of whuh arc still extant ;|| and probably several to 
Cecil, to one of which we have the secretary’s answer. IT 
These addresses were written with the high bearing of an 
English peer, who insisted upon his services, and those of 
his ancestors, as claims to mercy, rather then on his own 

* See Appendix, I & K. 
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innocence. They were penned with some ostentation of 
learning, which might, one would think, have aroused the 
sympathy of .Tamos; but it is evident from Cecils cautious, 
yet apparently kind reply, that the fate of this misguided 
but burli-minded young nobleman was already determined. 
i Johham attempted no now retractation of his confession, 
but resigned himself to the deepest depression of which 
h's mean and selfish soul was susceptible, and adopted those 
humble terms of supplication which the basest craving for 
the boon of life could suggest. In the documents in the 
fc^tate j hi per Office, so repeatedly referred to, his spirits are 
said to be “ exceeding muche declyned, lie is growne pas- 
sionate in lamentacion and sorrow e ; his only hope is in 
In.-. Majestic's inercye, and Txird Cecil’s mediation.” Mean- 
while he addressed a letter to the Earls of Nottingham 
and Suffolk, and to IiOrd Cecil, praying for their mediation, 
in a mode winch was extremely characteristic of his own 
base nature, and of the corruptions of tin* limes, which 
emboldened him to hint to these three exalted personages, 
that the “ lowness of his estate prevented Tej being able 
to promise them any requital of their fawrs.*” In tins 
letter, he humbly sued fora private interview with those 
noblemen, to whom he promised “to disclose that which 
he had revealed to no other living creature.” This seems 
to have been a last desperate attempt to obtain mercy; for 
the trulv abject com position was penned so late as October, 
about a month before the trials of the conspirators wrre to 
commence. Brooke, who, with Cobham, acknowledged the 
treasonable correspondence witli Spain,! confessed also, to 
the fullest extent, ns much as (Trey, and wa9 declared by 
Wade “to be before, and not behind the rest, as well in 
ample declaration as in time.” From his evidence, it w T as 
collected that Sir Walter Ralegh was “ ordinarily fw’iess 
a week with the Lord Cobham, but what their confer- 
encies \ ere, none but themselves doe knowe. But Mr. 
Brooke confidently tlnnketh, that what his brother know T s, 
was known to y e other.!” This, as far as can he at present 
traced, was all the testimony given in the Tower which 
could possibly criminate Ralegh; and how little, in our 
more impartial and enlightened times, should we think of 

5 

* Appendix, P. t Winwood, il. p. 8. 

} Sec Letters from State Piper Office, Appendix, L. 
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such unsupported and indefinite allocations ! Like Orey 
and Cobham, Rrookc addressed a petition to Cecil, whom 
lie endeavored to move by mi alluvion to Jus own siv tor . lire 
deceased wife of Cecil, to whom lie w r as thus closely allied 
by marriage. The letter, like tfiose of Ins lMlow delin- 
quents, is extremely characteristic, mid shows belli the 
ability and acuteness of this designing but accomplished 
man: for Brooke was tar superior to Cobham m talents, 
acquirements, and courage, although resembling his despi- 
cable relative in his unprincipled conduct. JTe is s- imposed 
to have stimulated Cobhain to the selfish and dangeions 
schemes which they hud contemplated m conceit with 
Markham, Watson, Clerk, and the rest of the couled- 
erates. 

After Sir Walter had been examined by Lord Henry 
Howard, Lord Wotton, anil Sir Edward Coke, lie addre ssed 
to the Earls of Nottingham, Suffolk, and Devonslme, and 
to Lord Cecil, a letter full of eloquent protestations of in- 
nocence, and of sound argument.* 'fins lie follow* d with 
a supplication to the King, to whom be represented that n 
was one oilice of a just and merciful prince to hear tlio 
complaints of his vassal, and especially of such as wane 
in misery.”! These addresses, as it may be pi (Mimed, 
tailed to propitiate those who were predetermined against 
him. 

Hopeless of mercy, and resting his chance of security 
upon the almost equally fallacious exportations of juslieo, 
Ralegh, as the tune ap|>omtcd lor Ins trial drew near, he 
came otrcmely anxious to obtain from Cobham that fiMi- 
fication which his innocence, as he alii ri nod, demanded. 
Availing himself one evening of the absence of the lieu- 
tenant of the Tower at supper, he bribed a poor man .to 
throw up into Cobham’s apartment an apple, to which a 
letter was fastened. In this coinniu mention, Ihilegh en- 
treated Cobham “for Cod’s sake to do him justice m Ins 
answer, and signify to hirn that lie laid wronged him m Jus 
accusation.” To this request Cobham returned a reply, 
which, not being quite so explicit as Ralegh desired, he 
sent another Jotter to Cobham, similar in e fleet to the 
former ; to this, although he required no answer, lmt mere- 
ly expressed his desire that Cobham would declare his 


* See Ralegh's Remains. 
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innocence at the* trial, an emphatic assurance was returned, 
declaring Ralegh, in the most solemn terms, guiltless of 
all tlie charges. * 

The plague was at this time raging in England, and, 
altliouiih the King and Queen, almost in defiance of its 
power, had been now ned at Westminster, yet little public 
business could now be transacted m the metropolis. Whilst 
n general panic pervaded all classes on aecount of this 
eueli.l infection, it is remarkable that the unhappy pnson- 
ti.s id the Tow i r weie peculiarly ewempt from its influ- 
ence; only one man, a porter in tins edifice, being attacked 
with it. and dying from its cruel ettects.f This might be 
s >111* ■ consolation at a time when diseased persons were 
ru "lun g out of the towns into the adjacent villages, mid 
flying m Lnns and stables, into which the poor despairing 
welches cret themselves heed I e>s of the dissemination of 
that infection by whu h they were themselves the sufferers. 
Such was tin* st;it n of anarchy produced by this public 
en burnt w that constables could not he found who would, 
under nnv penalty, corney the infected per-oi.s to the pest- 
hole. 'flic bedding, stiaw'J and clothes of those who had 
died of this frightful distemper were east into the streets, 
and thus contagion borne on every breeze of wind, and 
hasty travellers ami passengers endangered by these con- 
taminated articles. The cages mid watch-houses in Iaui- 
don mnl the suburbs were filled with the <K mg, and even 
the otlie**"of burial could with difficulty be procured, fn 
this aw (id \ isitation, the mayor and aldermen, and the jus- 
tices, deserted the city, mid left it to its wretched fate, 
Without a project for relief and prevention. The courts 
of law, niler rernowng from place to place, aim infecting 
r.nny tow ns with the disorder, were held at Winchester, 
whither Ralegh and Ins companions ^vere now removed for 
thmr Mweidl trials. On the tenth of September he wag 
convey d, m his own coach, first to Bagshot m Surrey, and 
thene*> two days aftenvards to Winchester Castle. Such 
was the extreme, and almost unaccountable, popular aver- 
sion to thin .;roat man, tliat, as lie travelled, he was fill- t 
lowed by the execrations of the people through London 


♦ Overbnry'sCnpy of Sir VV RaIc{rh*B rouftwinn, p 5 oil IfilH 
t \m tt appr* ir* l>\ it letter in tlio Slate l'apc*r Office from Sir Wil^pm 
Wmle to (Veil, i*.tti-«l August 3J*f 1003, froui which also the following 
observations on the plague are taken. 



160 LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGII. 

and the other towns ; and tobacco-pipes, stones, and mud 
thrown into his coach.* To these cruel insults he paid 
not the slightest notice, nor accorded the honor of his re- 
sentment. Regarding these ebullitions as the indications 
of a malignant faction, working U]>on the minds of the base 
and ignorant, he viewed them with a cairn and almost 
cheerful countenance, nor sufFered a murmur to escape 
him ; yet his personal danger must have been great, from 
the account which Sir William Wade transmitted to Cecil 
shortly after the arrival of the prisoners at Winchester. 
“I thanke God,” says the conductor of this important 
charge, “ we brought all our prisoners safely hither } cs- 
terddy night in good tyme ; and yet I protest to your Lord- 
ship, it was hah or nab whether Sir Walter Hawley should 
have bin brought a live thorow such multitudes of unruly 
people as did exelaym against hym. lie that had seen it 
would not think there had bin any sickncs in London; wo 
toke the best order w t c could, in setting watches thorow 
all the streets, both in London and in the suburbs: if tine 
hair-brain fellow amongst so great multitudes had begnnn 
to set upon him, as they were verry nerc to do it, no rut- 
watch or mcanns could have pievaylcd, the fury and 
tumult of the people was so great.f” The time was, 
however, approaching, when these sentiments of detesta- 
tion were to be changed into those of compassion, respect, 
and admiration. 


* Lodge’s Illustrations Hut in 417. 

t See Appendix. Q,. Letter from Wade to Cecil, dated Aug 31 lb03. 
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CHAP. V. 

Trial of Kalnsli — CliarartPi of Sir Eduard Poke— Aflhir of the Lady 
Aiiibt'lla. — Conduct and Suutr'iiuu of the Prisoners 

On the seventeenth day of the month, the trial of Ralegh 
came on, before Lord Cecil, now Karl of Salisbury, the 
Karl of Suffolk, Lord Chamberlain, the Karl of Devonshire, 
liord Henry I toward, J/ord Wotton, Sir John Stanhope, 
Vice Chamberlain, Popham, Jiord Chief Justice, Anderson, 
]/)rd Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, Sir William 
Wnil**, and two judges, Wurburton and (iaudy. Several 
ftmnnpst them individuals had already been employed to 
examine Ralegh, and to investigate the whole aflair. It is 
Teniiirk.ibh* 1h.it nothing to his disadvantage li.ul been as 
yet cl iciled. In t lie correspondence m lie* State Paper 
OUi'-o, tliere nmirs, indeed, the followin'*- observation, 
from 1 1n* pen of Sir William W’ado, addiw oil, ns usual, to 
Ceeil; bill 1 ! ir» wholly unexplained and ambiguous: — “It 
may please your «ond lordship, by my Lord llonry Howard, 

1 was In dd lo treble your lordship with the short collection 
of these last kilters, which have gretly entangled Sir 
Walter Haw lev, or rather disclosed him fium Jus covert; 
and .ils-t di^ciovered that deptlie of malice in my liord Cob- 
hd nfs purposes, as in me seemo v(‘ry strange.’’ 

The .pin, consisting of an equal number of knights, 
esquires, uml gentlemen, were not personally known to 
Ralegh, and. it was reported, had boon changed even the 
night before, the foreman, and one or two individuals who 
Jiitd hern first chosen, having been old and favorite servants 
of Queen Kli/aheth, and therefore not hke'y to prove so 
ready *• ■ convict one who had also enjoyed the confidence 
of th.it pimcess, as those whose chief object was to obtain 
the favor of Uic reigning monarch.* 

Aller tlie usual forms had been passed, the indictment 
was read, ami Sir Walter pleaded “Not guilty.” The 
general tenor of the (‘barges amounted to this effect: that 
he had conspired to deprive the king of his government, to 

p. 

* Ohiwrt'ftlHini on Samlurson s History of MaryQuepn of Scots atul 
tier Sou. 1'ago ti Jlu. lboli. 
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raise up sedition, to introduce the Romish religion, and to 
procure foreign enemies to invade the kingdom.* The in- 
dictment then entered into the supjKisod particulars of this 
plot, which were derived from the confessions of Cohham 
and Brooke, lie was also charged with having composed 
a book against the king’s title, and instigated Arabella to 
write three letters; one to the King of Spain, another to 
the Archduke of Austria, and a third to the Duke of Savoy, 
in order to persuade them to advance her title. The rest 
of the charges related to the transactions between Arem- 
berg and Cohham, and to the agreement between that no- 
bleman and Ralegh, that the latter should obtain eight 
thousand crowns of the money said to be raised on the part 
of Spam. 

Ralegh, on lieing asked if he would “ take exceptions 
to any of the jury 1” replied, “ I know none of them ; they 
are all Christians and honest gentlemen : I except against 
none.” He then requested to be allowed to answer every 
point particularly, as delnorod, “ by reason of the weak- 
ness of his memory, and sickness.” IJeale, the Knur h ser- 
geant at law, proceeded to address the court, and, in a short, 
but violent speech, gave a lamentable specimen of the le- 
gal oratory of the day. A far greater display of eloquence 
was expected from tlie attorney-general. Sir Edward Coke, 
afterwards lord chief justice, w ho had recently rerei\ed 
the order of knighthood, and had formerly enjoyed the fiir 
greater honor of being frequently consulted by Queen 
Elizabeth and her council m matters of state, not* immedi- 
ately connected with Ins professional duties As n;du»e, 
in dealing with Bacon, the great rival of Coke, sceme.l to 
have forgotten, among her numerous pifts to that illustrious 
person, the endowment of a heart; so, in the couMitidion 
of Coke, if she hod bestowed originally warmer and betlm* 
disposition «die had not guuided him with resolution suffi- 
cient to defend himself to nn the corrupt ions of the times, 
and from the effects of the political and professional inter- 
ests in which he lived and moved. Violent and rancorous 
towards those whom guilt i*" misfortune pieced beneath 
his iron gra>p, (Joke was remarkable for a paltry obsequi- 
ousness to the great and powerful, who were able to confer 
those temporal advantages upon which he vainly and wick- 


* Cobbctt’u Slate Trials, vol. li. p 1. 
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ally doted. It was still fresh in the recollection of all 
classes, that he had pursued the earl of Essex, and his fol- 
low prisoner, Lord Southampton, with a malignity which 
was the more contemptible, as it proceeded, not so much 
fiom Ins own personul resentment, as fiom Ins ambition to 
gr.il ify the Queen, whose mingled sentiments of love and 
anger lie seems not to have comprehended. Coke was 
connected with Cecil by his marriage with the secretaiy’s 
wster, winch, on account of its irregularity, tor which the 
parties pleaded, it is strange to say, ignorance of law, had 
been vMted with severe penalties by the church, it may 
he presumed, from this aflinity to Cecil, that Coke w'ns not 
disposed to relax from Ins usual line of conduct in pro&ecu- 
tjons, fmm favor to Ralegh, whose bitterest enemy lie had 
already proved himself to he, by examining lmn as to what 
he knew' of the guilt of Essex, and thus eontnbuting to 
render him odious to tiie people. Influenced by all these 
consociations, tins indefinable lawyer fame to the trial 
of the most accomplished gentleman of England with a 
more than wonti J preparation of gall and snieasm on his 
l.mu ; with tin; vehemence of party zeal, heightened by 
pi 1 1 ale interest ; and with an habitual violt ncc of temper, 
apfMtcntly aggravated by an insolent triumph in grappling 
willi illustrious an enemy, and by an opportunity of ro- 
di’f mg the admired of fill observers to the level of a com- 
mon ] n -oner. Such was the impression winch the deport- 
meni ■‘fCoke conveyed to all unprejudiced sj 'viators ; and, 
if pn-tenty he thought to have dealt hardly with him, m 
condemning him for a mode, then not uncommon, of pur- 
s' ving Ins professional duties, let it be remembered that he 
Jc*i glorious occasion of showing forbearance and impar- 
tiality to a persecuted individual; of payinga tribute' to the 
iiiejit : nd talents of the unhappy prisoner, even whilst lie 
reprobated, as they the more enhanced, the danger of Ins 
imput'd crime® ; or, if such a line of conduct were deemed 
ita ompatiUc with the severe exercise of his legal lunc- 
f unifs decency and humanity rni^bt have guarded the fallen 
foe at least from insult. Rut Coke was Minded by a gross 
selfl'-liwv , whHi could only m subsequent disgiaee and 
mi^brliirie give place to more liberal au<l pliilantiiropic 
view®. The illustrious Racon, at a later period, adilressed 
to him this repioof: — “As ni your pleadings you wffre 
wont to him lit over misery, and to inveigh bitterly at the 
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persons, which bred you many enemies, whoso poison yet 
flwelletli, and the effects now appear, so you are still wont 
to be a little careless in this point; to praise or disgrace 
upon slight grounds, and that sometimes untruly, so that 
your reproofs tor the most part are neglected or contemn- 
ed; when the censure of a judge, coming slow 7 , hut sure, 
should be a brund to the guilty, and a crown to the virtu- 
ous” 

The attorney-general began his harangue with a decla- 
ration, too soon proved to be fallacious, that nothing but 
plain evidence should condemn “the prisoner.” JFo 
rang changes upon the different modes and degrees of 
mischief subdividing its import into “imitation, supporta- 
tion, and defence;” lie ga\e a summary of the pnm jjmI 
charges, comparing the several plots to Samson's th\en, 
“ which were joined in the tails, although their heads were 
severed.” He declared it to be the intention of the con- 
spirators to make Watson lord chancellor, Brooke loid treas- 
urer, Alarkham secretary, and Grey enfrl marshal He 
dealt m nice definitions, and m labored, puzzling disquisi- 
tions, interspersed with much law’, some learning, and no 
small portion of flattery to the King. lie described hea>oii 
as in the heart, Die hand, the mouth, and in consummation ; 
comparing that in ro rile to the root of a tree ; in ore, to 
the bud; in manu, to the blossom; and that in covsu m /na- 
tion f\ to the fruit. Alter this display of oratory, lie si lowed 
how little ho was restiaincd by a sense of justice, either m 
his asset lions or hi Ins examinations, for, on some questions 
bemg asJ*.*d by Ralegh, he broke out into the exclamation, 
“ 1 will prove you the notoriousest traitor that ever came to 
the bar.” Tins coarse and even brutal mode of address 
was succeeded by a (orient of invective, in which tin? 
learned counsel labored to casi upon Ralegh, as the ablest 
individual i " the conspiracy, the swordsman and penman 
of the group, “the very head and front of the ollenre-.” 
►Since no evidence could possibly be brought of Ralegh’s 
personal co-opeiutmn in Ihe conspiracy to seize llie King, 
lie was stated to have been guilty of paitictpation m the 
plots of Marklmm and Brooke, by imitation ; hut, on Ins re- 
quiring the proof of this allegation, he was called by Coke, 
a “ monster having nu English face, but a Spanish heart,” 
ana forbidden to sjieak, until the interference of Cecil pro- 
duced greater modoiation. A long speech was, however, 
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endured, containing such interpolations of abuse as the fol- 
low mg: “the most horrible practices that ever caine out 
of the bottomless pit of the lowest hell 14 You are the ab- 
solutesl traitor that ever was “Thou traitor, thou viper 
to all which Ralegh, with calm dignity, replied, “that he 
would wash his hands of the indictment, and die a true 
man to the King.” The deposition of Lord Cobluun was 
then rend. This had been solemnly retracted; yet it con- 
stituted the material evidence upon which the case for the 
prosecution rested, f Ralegh’s confession was also pro- 
duced ; the whole purport of which was, that lie had been 
ottered by Cobliam HUGO crowns if he would further the 
peace between Spain and England; n pro]x>sa] to winch he 
replied, “when I see the money, I will tell you more; 11 
“ for lie thought it was one of* Cobluim’s ordinary idle con- 
ceit*, and, therefore*, made no account thereof J” Alter 
many circumlocutions, and much perversion of the evi- 
dence, w Inch consisted, in general, of little but a recapitu- 
lation of that which had already transpired upon the pre- 
\ ions exam mat,) oris, RaJegh rose to make ins defence. 
With the clearness of a well-arranged mini, lie exposed 
the illegal nature of the testimony upon winch Ins tiito de- 
pended, which must either “condemn him, or give him 
ill*' ; set him free, or send Ins wife and children about the 
fctr ^ets to beg their bread.” He first denied having ever 
had the slightest concern in the succession of Arabella, to 
whom lie laid, as it appears, a personal dislik'.J On the 
mention of her name, either at this period of the proceedings, 
or at some other ] Hunt, attention was druwn lo that lady, 
who, as well as the Countess of* Nottingham, the Countess 
of Suffolk, and other ladies of distinction, w as m Court, || in 
a •gallery, with the Lord Admiral. Jxird Cecil then said, 
44 Here iiafli been a touch of* the Lady Arabella Stuart, the 
King’s near kinswoman; let us not scandal the innocent 
by eonf'sjon of speech. She is as innocent of all these 
things as J or any man here ; only she received a let- 

•TuKe i<t MipnpFrd to have* ovritod flip well merited Kiitire of Sli.ik- 
ppi'fin l>\ til* m c Jfii«inns of piifixion or inmitriurrH of intercut , ;i nil our 
exeat pm 1 m thought to nlliufc to this nicmoru bio wene, w lien, hi Tnefth 
Ni,jlil Sir Ti.hv. c.vmjr Sir Andrew rlireitioiiR to challenge Viola, suya 
to linn, “ If thou Uuw’sf linn tw ire, it mnv not be amiss ” 

| Trial | Lodge's Tlltistifitiont, vol iii not* 217. ^ 

k Sit Sir Didley Carleton's Letters in Cobbttl’s State Trials, 
i ibid. 
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ter from my Jx)rd Cobham, to prepare her, which she 
laughed at, and immediately Kent it to the King.” The 
Lord Admiral then added, “The lady doth here protect 
upon her salvation, that she never dealt in any of these 
things, and so she willed me* to toll the court.” 

Thus was this part of the indictment du-mnsM'd, but to 
what extent the reflections, touching the loyally of Ara- 
bella, and her connexion with the conspirator, were per- 
mitted to go, is not known, because all the no*' 1 * of the 
trial relative to her were suppressed, except those relating 
to her justification, which are supposed to have been mad- 
veitently published.* 

Ralegh also refuted the notion of a design to borrow 
money from the King of Spam, whom Ik* represented as 
one of the proudest, yet poore.-t princes of Christendom. 
He declared that his intimacy with Cobham originated m 
the management which he took in the utluiroof that noble- 
man; and that he had, at the time of his arrest, several 
valuable jewels belonging to Cobham in Jus charge. He 
represented how improbable it was that Cobham should 
leave so much property to be confiscated, if he intended to 
become an outlaw, besides taking into account recent ad- 
ditions of considerable extent which the Karl had made to 
his library at Canterbury. I He declared his willingness 
to confess the truth of the charges against him, and to for- 
feit Ins life, if Cobham, whim confronted with him, woull 
persist in swearing to the truth of that which lie had de- 
posed; and he was seconded in his earnest petitions tor tlm 
production of Cobham before the Court, by Cecil,]; who ap- 
pears alone of all the commissioners to have uflected any 
show of impartiality and moderation. The Lord Chief 
Justice then commented upon Cobhnm's unwillingness to 
sign his deposition; and Cecil next described his own 
share m tj apprehension of the pnsoners, premising that 
a “former dearness between him and Ralegh had tied a 
firm knot of his conceit of Ralegh’s virtues, now' broken by 
a discovery of h.s imperfections.}” This allusion to their for- 
mer fr.endblnp. this reference to Ralegh's prosperous days, 
con v c ved, perhaps, to his breast a sting mi .re subtle, and more 
keen, than the coarse and venomous rev ilings of Cuke ; 
but the cautious and wily remark of the once familiar 

* Lodge, note, in. 217. t Trial. X Lodi; § TriaL 
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friend of the unhappy prisoner was, doubtless, intended 
both as an apology 1o the King, for his previous intimacy 
w ith Ralegh, and as a justification to tlio public for Ins ao- 
ij ne'cence m the persecution of one with whom lie had 
taken “sweet counsel.” Yet some natural tears were ob- 
h*i v ed to escape •from Cecil, as also from the Earl of Mar*; 
the selfishness of ambition not having’ altogether annihi- 
lated every kindlier emotion. 

Meanwhile the trial proceeded, and so temperate were 
I ?- 1 lech's replies, so wise and so ready his refutations of all 
objections, that nil universal sentiment of good-will pre- 
sided towards hmi.f His arguments were ingeniously 
m1<*iwo\en with sentences of di\ in ily, humanity, civil law, 
and common law; and such was Ins display of legal know- 
ledge, that ho was generally repotted to ha\c studied for 
the bar at an early period of his life. Hut all his exertions 
were unavailing’, and the greater the learning and ability 
which In manifested, the more w T ere his ch ones resolved 
on crushing so dangerous a loo. In vain did fie ask (or 
romi i mu justice, m desiring that the ehaiges should not he 
admitted on the evidence of one witness: “You try me,” 
s.id lie, “by the evidence of Hie Sjianish inquisition, if you 
pioeeod without two witnesses.” (Jpou which he was told 
bv (Nike, that he “spoke treason.).” N(* was informed by 
the lord chief justice, tliat the statutes of the twenty-fifth 
of Edward tin* Third, and fifth of Edward the Sixth, re- 
<jinnng two witnesses, w r ere repealed, and that it was now 
sufficient, lfthoic were depositions under either hand, or hy 
the t»‘slmiony of w finesses, or even that it needed not the 
sub-eri|ilJon of the party, so tliere he hands of credible men 
to testily the examination.}” Such was the perversion of 
a*l i w too ob\ lousJy just to need any comment. Men, who 
could thus act for party purposes, would soon refine away 
even t- or red w rit to countenance injustice. This destitu- 
tion of principle, this mournful sign of the times, was too 
well seen and fulfilled in the succeeding reigns, when 
Scnpture was made the watch-word tor every instance of 
oppression, at *1 the barriers of moral honesty and of good 
fit i lb lamentably broken. Those persons who are curious 
to peruse a tissue of falsehood, calumny, and contradiction, 

* Lodge, in. Slfi. from the Talbot Tapers. 

t Ludgo l Trial. § Ibid. 
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should refer to the details of that process, falsely culled a 
trial, by \vh*ch Ralegh was condemned. Vehement abuse 
from Coke, a sly and ingenious consti notion of eveiy friv- 
olous circumstance into a confirmation of the main charge 
on the part, of Cecil, and a shameless departure from legal 
exactness in Popham and the other judges, were the char- 
acteristics of this proceeding. Happily for Ralegh, whilst 
his patience and ingenuity were, thus painfully exorcised, 
an opportunity was alibrded to him for the explanation of 
every minute detail of Ins case. It was well observed by 
an eye-witness, that “he served for a whole act, and placed 
all the parts himself.* 1 ’ Borne down on all sides, he ap- 
peared truly great during the whole of tins scene, winch 
lasted from eight m the morning, until seven in the earn- 
ing. Humble, without servility, serious, yet not dejected, 
“ towards the jury not lawrnng, nor boliox mg, nor hoping 
in them,” he stood before Ins enemies with the collected 
and commanding appearance of one who “ rather loves lde 
than fears death,” and who seeks to rescue Ins name from 
infamy in the serenity and dignity of a blameless con- 
science, f All who beheld lnm were astonished that a man 
of his known spirit could brook the insults which lie re- 
ceived, with a degree of calmness winch threw the oppro- 
brium from himself upon his opponents. Yet, although it 
was said, that he “seemed to cast himself far very weari- 
ness, afraid to detain the company too long,” lie seems to 
have left no effart unemployed to manifest his innocence; 
and such were the temper, wit, and address which he dis- 
played, that had it not been for the sad cause of ihese ex- 
ertions, it would have been one of the most brilliant ami 
successful days of his lilb.J Repeatedly did he urge that 
Cobham should be produced and confronted with him, al- 
leging that a similar privilege had been conceded even to 
Campion the Jesuit; but it was contested by Coke, and 
negatived by the Lord Chief Justice Popham, too justly 
and expressively called by Camden, a “censorious man,” 
and who proved himself not to be a very wise one, by di- 
vulging the secret of the refusal in his remark, “ that Cob- 
ham, to procure the acquittal of an old friend, might be 
moved to speak otherwise than the truth.” On the part of 

* Dudley Carleton. Ilardwitkc State Papcro, i. 397. 

t WilaoD, 714. | Dudley Carleton. Letter m Cobbett, vol. ii. p. 47. 
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that treacherous nobleman, two contradictory letters were 
produced ; the one, continuing the charges, and adding to 
them fresh particulars; the other “declaring, upon his sal- 
vation,” that Ralegh was innocent This was the last 
evidence ^ yet the subservient jury retired for a quarter of 
an hour only, and returned a verdict of guilty ; a sentence 
whi'li must have been previously determined ; for had a 
due and conscientious consideration of tins case been given, 
it would, even by the enemies of Ralegh, have been con- 
sidered os one of extreme embarrassment and difficulty. 
The Lord Chief Justice might well observe, in his charge, 
that “ he hail never before seen the like trial, and hoped that 
he should never see the like again.” Ralegh, on hearing 
the verdict, calmly reiterated his denial of the principal 
charges, and hoped that the King would be informed of the 
wrong lie had received that day from the attorney, lie 
then declared his submission to the royal pleasure, recom- 
mending his wife, and “ son of tender years, unbrought up,” 
to his Majesty’s compassion. After a long explanatory 
harangue from the Chief Justice, in which he told Ralegh, 
that his conceit “of not confessing any thing was very in- 
human and wicked,” the unfortunate prisoner was sen- 
tenced to be hanged, and afterwards beheaded, with all the 
usual, horrible, and barbarous accompaniments, which 
were, in those days, thought necessary to the effective ex- 
ecution of the law. Sir Walter then addressed the Earl 
of Devonshire, and the other Lords, beseeching them, by 
their interest with the King, to obtain a remission of the 
ignominious mode of his death. This they promised* ; but 
he is said to have procured also ail interview with the 
Lords in privute, and to have again entreated that Cobham 
might be produced, and might die before him ; on which 
solemn occasion he had, ho declared, no doubt that Cobham 
would retract all that lie hail said.f He was then con- 
ducted to the castle, to which he returned, according to 
the account given by Sir Thomas Overbury, “ with an ad- 
mirable' erection, and yet in sucli sort a a a condemned man 
should do.J”* 

It is said, that some of the jury who had condemned him, 
were so “ touched in their consciences,” as to ask his par- 

• Trial, 21 t Lodga, ill. M6. • 

X Overbury’a Arraignment of 8. W. Ralegh, 35. 
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don on their knees* ; but this is scarcely probable, since 
the men who gave such a verdict must either have been 
compelled by fear, or induced hy bribery, to compromise 
their sense of justice: and either of these motives would 
have kept them silent after their decision. It has also been 
related of Sir Edward Coke, that when he relired, after the 
trial, to take the air of the garden, and that intelligence 
was brought to him that Ralegh was convicted of treason, 
he felt, or affected, extreme surprise, declaring that ho 
had himself only accused him of misprision of treason. 
Tins anecdote has been attributed to the pen of Carew, the 
eon of Sir Walter Ralegh ; but it is neither well authen- 
ticated, nor does it appear to be consistent w ith the con- 
duct and expressions of the implacable* Lawyer during the 
trial. It is however possible, that Coke may have perceived 
that he had allowed himself too much latitude of abuse, 
and that lie had injured himself in public estimation; since, 
in the words of Ralegh himself, in a letter addressed to 
Sir Robert Carr, “The hearing of his cause had changed 
enemies into friends, malice into compassion, and the minds 
of the greatest number then present into commiseration 
of his estate f” JSir Roger Aston, then in llic confidential 
employ of the King, and the first who carried the intelli- 
gence of Ralegh’s condemnation to James, affirmed, on this 
occasion, “that never had man spoken so well in tune’s 
passed, nor would do in times to come.” And his compan- 
ion, a Scotchman, asserted, “ that although lie would, before 
his trial, have gone a thousand miles to see him hanged, he 
would, ere he parted, have gone a thousand miles to brave 
saved his Mb.” In slrort, never, according to the acknow- 
ledgment even of his enemies, was a mail so much loved 
ami so much hated, in so short a timet; and seldom, per 
hups, have the advantages of moral courage, and of a well- 
governed spirit, been manifested more conspicuously. 

A singular contrast to the admirable deportment of Ra- 
legh was presented in the conduct of Cohham, who was 
next brought to play his part before the tribunal which laid 
condemned his former friend. To the indictment he lis- 
tened with fear and trembling, interrupting the charges at 
intervals by forswearing certain particulars, so that he im- 

* 'Vehlon, 32 t Win wood’s Letters, 

t Sir Dudley Carleton’s Letters, from the Uardwicke Papers. See 
Cobbelt, S1& 
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mediately divulged, with the rashness of a coward, what 
he would affirm or deny. His doom was quickly decided ; 
for, although he found means to implicate all his friends m 
the conspiracy lie could not succeed in clearing himself 
lie represented Ralegh as the cause of his being stirred up 
to discontents, and he alluded to imaginations, but would 
not allow any purposes of a criminal nature.* On being 
questioned respecting the two letters which he had written, 
the one condemning the other exculpating Ralegh, lie de- 
clared that the lirst letter was true, the latter having been 
gained from linn by a stratagem, by young Harvey, who 
was the son of the lieutenant of the Tower, and was under 
the influence of Ralegh. The peers immediately found 
Cohliam guilt) ; and it affords a strong presumptive proof 
in Ra legh's favor, that the abject culprit plead&l his first con- 
fession as a claim for pardon, accompanying his petition with 
long and persevering entreaties for life and mercy, v&hich 
were peremptorily refused. 

The high-minded Grey was next brought to the bar ; and, 
although clearly convicted of a plot to seize the King’s per- 
son, he redeemed, by his daunt less demcanoi, the character 
of a British peer from the ignominy which the conduct of 
Cobhnm had brought ujkiii his rank and station. Grey be- 
gan, with great courage, to tell the lords commissioners of 
their duties, and kept them from eight in the morning until 
eight in the evening in “ traverses and subterfuges.” Ho 
conducted Jmiiself with the self-possession of a man, who, 
from a misapprehension of his duties to his country, con- 
Gidcied himself innocent, and with the energy of one who 
was determined not to relinquish life without a struggle. 
He eve used 1ns share in the conspiracy, on the ground of 
Jus desiring to present a petition for the reformation of 
abuses ; but the evidence of Brooke and Markham was de- 
cisive against this part of his defence. The presiding lords ‘ 
evinced, nevertheless, considerable reluctance in convicting 
one who must have appeared to the more experienced mem- 
bers of their number to have been rather misguided by 
false punciples, than instigated by criminal motives. They 
beheld, also, m Grey, the young companion of many of tho * 
junior mmnbois of the aristocracy, himself the represents 
ative of one of its proudest families. Long and painfully 
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they demurred* and even his enemies dared not to utter, in 
open court, that which they might desire to urge in aggra- 
vation of his fault : whilst some, who deemed him guilty, 
“ would fain have dispensed with their consciences to have 
shown him favor.*” Yet he was also condemned ; and, on 
being asked if he had any thing to allege why sentence 
of death should not be passed upon him, he replied : “ I 
have nothing to say and then, after a long pause, during 
which, perhaps, a desire of life contended with the mag- 
nanimity of a noble nature, he added these noble and af- 
fecting words : — “ and yet a word of Tacitus comes in my 
mind, ‘non eadem omnibus decora the house of the Wil- 
tons have spent many lives in their princes* service, and 
Grey cannot beg his. God send the King a long and 
prosperous reign, and to your Lordships all honor. f* The 
late pf the remaining conspirators excited but little public 
interest Brooke, on his trial, pleaded a commission to try 
faithful subjects, but was unable to produce the document, 
lie was executed on the fifth of November, in the castle 
of Winchester; and, shortly before his death, confessed to 
the bishop whoadministcred to him the sacrament, that lie 
» had falsely accused Lord Cobham, his brother, and Ralegh, 
in ascribing to them the treasonable speeches which formed 
the basis pf their accusations. This circumstance is related 
by Cecif himself in his letters, and is accompanied with a 
commendation of Brooke’s remorse]: ; it has weighed much 
in Ralegh’s favor, not only with his contemporaries, but 
with those who, being removed at a sufficient distance of 
time to judge without partiality of his cause, have deemed 
• the very nature of the evidence sufficient to impugn the 
justice of his trial. “ I would know,” says Sir John Hales, 
►^“by what law’ Brooke’s deposition of what the lord Cobham 
Mian told him of the fact, was evidence against Ralegh 1 X 
would know by what statute the statutes of the 25th of Ed- 
ward III., and 5th of Edward VI. are repealed.” In short, 
this celebrated lawyer, in his work on the magistracy and 
government of England, pronounce* the trial of Ralegh to 
be, on this and other grounds, very irregular throughout, 
the accusatio/is against him not amounting to legal proof.} 
When the proceedings relative to his own trial were 
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finally and hopelessly closed, Ralegh, with fortitude and 
decency, prepared to follow the sheriff to the prison, whence 
ho expected to issue only to close a life of activity and of 
vici&situde on the scaffold. In following him in imagination 
into the gloom of confinement, one reflection alone, in 
reviewing his conduct as a subject, seems likely to have 
disturbed the tranquillity of a conscience entirely at peaco 
with itself. In a letter which he wrote to the King, Ralegh 
acknowledged, before his trial, as lie hod also done to Cecil 
and the J^ords who were appointed to examine him, the 
cnly offence which could justly be laid to his charge, that 
of listening to the proposals made by Cobham of a bribe 
from Spam, although he declared that lie neither believed 
nor approved it.* Jt is, indeed, to be foared, that there was 
souk! deviation from the rules of strict integrity, induced, 
too probably, by the temptation of turning his abilities and 
influence to account ; for a strange contradiction existed in 
the character of Ralegh, who, while he freely promoted, at 
ins own expense, the schemes which he projected for the 
extension of British dominion, w as clear neither from the , 
imputation of receiving bribes from his own countrymen, 
nor from the disposition to admit them from foreign states. 
Avarice, unguarded by a nice und delicate sense of honor, 
was the prevailing vice of the day, and few statesmen 
were, m those times exempt from stains upon their purity 
o'* conduct, which would at present consign persons in simi- 
lar stations to merited and irremediable disgrace.} 

Whether engaged in mournful retrospections, or in fear- 
ful anticipations, Ralegh had not now the consolation 
which was afterwards afforded him in the society of his 
distressed and dexoted wile. Although absent from him 
.for whom she endured so much, this unfortunate lady re- 
laxed not in her exertions to redeem from destruction the 
object of her earliest a flections, and the pride of inaturer 
years. Three years afterwards, when the King was m all 
his p. imp and state, at Hampton Court, and when the revels 
of the gay and great #ere at their height, we read of the 
humiliated pud neglected Lady Ralegh kneeling to him | 
in behalf of her husband, but passed in silence by the Mon- 
arch.} That Ralegh estimated her afiection, and appre- 

* Cayley's I.i ft* of Rnletrl), j 367. Also Ralpgli’s Remains, p. 18ft 
f In proof f>l tins assertion, sec note, Lodge's III. vol. in. p. 286. 
j Lodge, in 313. 
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elated the strength and elevation of her character, is evi- 
dent from the tone of the eloquent and pathetic letter 
which it was almost his earliest care to address to her after 
•his trial.* He wrote, indeed, in the first instance, to the 
king ;f but finding his petitions fruitless, he now directed 
to his wife and to his child every wish which anxious affec- 
tion could dictate. His earnest desire seems to have been, 
that no fruitless sorrows should dimmish the power of ex- 
ertion which the helpless orphan whom he expected to 
eave, would fully require from his surviving patent. 
“ Let my sorrows,” said he, “ go into my grave with me, 
and be buried in the dust. And, seeing it is not the will 
of God that ever I shall see you more in this life, boar it 
patiently, and with a heart like thyself.” He entreated 
her, not by seclusion and fruitless sorrow, to lose the bene- 
fits of exertion ; “ thy mournings cannot avail me : I am 
but dust. Remember your poor child fir his father s Kike, 
who chose you and loved you in his happiest time.” Such 
are, in part, the exhortations with which Ralegh sought to 
strengthen the resolution, and to sustain the spirits of 
whom he thought soon to consign to the neglect and indif- 
ference of the world. 

The death of Ralegh and of the other prisoners was now 
daily expected at Winchester; and, on the ninth of De- 
cember, the King, at Wilton, signed the warrants for the 
execution of Cobham, Grey, and Sir Griffin Markhaui; 
Brooke, Clarke, Watson, and the tw r o priests, having pre- 
viously suffered. Meanwhile the benefit of spiritual aid 
was .afforded to the condemned men, the Bishop of Chi- 
chester bemg intrusted with the awful responsibility of 
preparing the dastard soul of Cobham for its departure 
from a state which ho had too fondly valued.). Tie* prelate 
who was deputed to this difficult office was J>r. Anthony 
Watson, who had been the King’s almoner, and bad been 
patronized by the Queen for his talents as a preacher, lie 
was beloved, al&o, in hiH diocese, and boro so exemplary a 
character for the discharge of his dfties,} that there is no 
reason to suppose that lie w r ouM not endeavor to impress 
Cobham with a deep sense of his unfitness to enter upon 
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eternity. Yet it appears to have been the chief solicitude 
of nil who were concerned m the care of the prisoners, to 
induce them to suffer, w ithout contradicting their previous 
testimony. Accordingly, wo are told by one who was at 
tins tune at tiic very scone of action,* that the reverend 
prolate “found in Cobham a willingness to die, and a 
readiness to die well expressions which arc further ex- 
plained by the words, “ with purpose at Ins death to affirm 
ns much ns he had said against Ralegh.” It is not unchar- 
itable to suppose that (’obhanfs spiritual guide found it far 
moic? ea>y to confirm him in this resolution, than to move 
hrn to emotions of penitence, or acts of justice. Rut Cob- 
Ji.rn was reserved to .1 long course of suffering, and to a 
prostration both of body and mind, which may possibly 
have elevated mid chastened ins grovelling soul. 

The grave divine, to wluw lot it fell to bring Ralegh to 
a contrite disclosure of his errors, and, in particular, to a 
tnnfesmon of his alleged treasonable practices, was Doctor 
Tho'Ma*® IMso.i, of Wiwhe .*er. Kir John Harring- 

t hi, in d ^cnbmg tins pi flute to tbe young prince Ifenry, 
depicts him as ‘Tarrying prebstme in Ins very ospect.f” 
He rose to his eminent Malum solely by his iearnmg, but 
adopted means to retain it, which cannot be justified, 
having obtained the name of “Nullity Hilton,” by hia sub- 
serviency in devising a nullity of the marriage between 
the Em*l and (\mntess of Ks f ,*\\ in order to accommodate 
(’arr, V lrl of Somerset, the notorious favorile of James I.t 
It w as. prob ihly, on account of Doctor Ihlson's classical and 
g“rer«il attainments that he was commis^ioiu d# to undor- 
t *l-" the charge 1 of reconciling Ralegh to his doom ; for the 
li me, si! and jn-t opinion of Ralegh’s intellectual superi- 
<eiiy to of lie r men, would naturally actuate the choice of 
I, *u w!io was aiipomted to evert a spiritual influence over 
hr- n>»i,d Some similarity subsMed, also, between the 
pur mils of tins ,tj\ me and those of Ralegh. The reverend 
Doctor was not only deeply versed in philosophy and di- 
\uvfy, but m the less important pursuits of poetry and the 
fi'vid languages. 5 He had formerly been master of Win- 
chester si l.ool, and might reasonably be supposed, in his 
capacity of a tc.iclier, to have looked closely into the human 
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mind. Yet the Bishop failed in the main object of his con* 
ferenccs with Ralegh, whom he, earnestly cl cm red to cor- 
roborate the confessions of Cobham. lie acknowledged 
the distinguished prisoner, mdeed, to be, witli regard to 
“ his conscience, well settled, and resolved to din a Chris- 
tian and a good Protestant ;” but “for the point of confes- 
sion, he found him so straitlaced, that he would yield to no 
part of Cobham’s accusation; only the pension,” he said, 
“ was once mentioned, but never proceeded in.*” Thus 
nothing more was elicited than that which had already 
transpired. 

Whilst these operations vvcrc going on, the mind of 
James I. was agitated by strange altei nations of feeling; a 
desire to preserve his dignity and consistency being coun- 
terbalanced by the vanity of appearing to act the part of 
mercy and forbearance, which was again checked by a se- 
cret dread of the powerful mmd and activity of Ralegh, 
whom he had been skilfully instructed by Cecil to regard 
with apprehension; a lesson w huh James was, mall in- 
stances, too read) to learn, and m no haste to forget. Tin? 
Lords of the council, wiLh one accord, urged him to show 
mercy, and, m this beginning of his reign, to gam “ the 
title of Clemens, as well as of Justus.” The Countess of 
Pembroke w r rote to her son, conjuring him, ius lie valued 
her blessing, to employ his own credit, and that of his 
friends, to insure Sir Walter’s pardon; and there wen 1 
probably other persons of rank, who secretly felt ai. inter- 
est in his safety. But there were many individuals about 
the court w;ho took a difit .Tilt course, ami one of the King’s 
chaplains. Patrick Calloway, disgraced his Christian pro- 
fession by a discourse openly contemning remission of sins 
and mercy as the greatest olfimccs against just ice. James 
in this early period of his reign, displayed, however, on 
this occasion, that jealousy of lus prorogate e, which anso 
from his co.. ciousness that all Ins power rested upon the 
opinion of the people, over whom he had so recently as- 
sumed the reins of government.! IJe resolved, also, to en- 
gross, in his own person, the full credit of the course w r hich 
it was his intention to pursue. Holding himself, therefore, 
“ upright between two waters,” lie took care to inform tho 
Lords, that it in no degree became them, as judges, to 
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press for a commutation of the sentence, which they had 
themselves imposed ; but that they should rather desire the 
execution of just decrees. Having* thus silenced that por- 
1 ion of the petitioners, the King, with a secret enjoyment 
of the conjectures which he was creating, intimated* to all 
persons who presumed to advise him, that he would “ move 
not. a whit the faster for their driving;” sometimes pretend- 
ing to lean to one side, sometimes to another, as whim or 
appearances directed.* lie signed, however, the warrants 
for the execution of Clrcy, Cobharn, and Markham, at Wil- 
ton, where the Court then remained; and these necessary 
documents were sent to the authorities at Winchester, 
two days previous to the morning assigned for the death 
of the prisoners. Until the appointed time, their doom was 
considered as certain, and the whole Court expected to 
hour that the unhappy men had suffered, until nine o’clock 
on the Friday morning, when the King summoned his 
council, and informed them that he had sent a warrant the 
dav lielore to countermand the execution. To this act of 
grico, Cecil, upon l< his credit and reputation.” declares 
“no soul living to bo privy, the messenger excepted,” who 
conveyed the royal command to Hir Uenjami.i Tichborne. 
It was extolled as a “rare mid unheard-of act of clemen- 
c\,f” which the most, enthusiastic admiration could not 
sufficiently commend. Such were the sentiments of the 
■niiiialorj throng w ho alternately flattcicd and satirized 
King James; to our present mipioved notions* of humanity 
and of justice, the whole proceeding seems to have been 
airing* d with a coiitnvance of effect almost contemptible, 
mid with a disregaid of its impression upon the feelings of 
others*, very neai ly amounting to cruelty. 

Whilst the King was receiving at Wilton encomiums 
upon Jus meicy, the unhappy prisoners at Winchester were 
stiil ignorant of the change in their piospocts, a change 
which, b) giving life, to sonic gave only a prolongation of 
misery. In pursuance of this sentence, Markham was 
brought to tlu' scafluld, where “one might see in his face 
the very picture of sorrow, and Iks much lamented his 
hard fate, hi liflvmg been deluded with hopes of pardon, 
now, as he thought, proved to be groundless. Yet, with a 
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magnanimity worthy of a belter cau^e, he threw away a 
napkin, given him by sonic pitying hand, and refused to 
cover his face, saying, that ho could look upon death with- 
out blushing. lie then took leave of (us friends, and pre- 
pared to die, first offering up his devotions, according to 
nis own fashion. Meanwhile the King’s messenger, a 
Scottish gentleman, and one of the grooms of tin* royal 
chamber, stepped forward, and drawing the sheriff on one 
side, the execution was delayed, and Markham left on the 
scaffold to pursue the reflections incident to hid aw lid aud 
singular situation. After a short interval, the sheriff re- 
turned, and informed linn that he was to have a respite of 
two hours, in order to prepare lmnself more completely for 
death: he w T as led into Prince Arthur’s hall, in which lie 
was locked, and left solitary, m that state of suspense, 
which has justly been considered as the greatest mental 
torture that human nature can endure. 

The Lord Grey was next conducted to the scaffold. 
This young nobleman had passed the time intervening be- 
tween his sentence and its execution, in the exercise of 
those devotions, the spirit of which had enabled him io 
brave his fate with a magnanimous composure. Upheld, 
like most persons of his persuasion, by a sense of the as- 
cendency of religious hopes over all other considerations. 
Grey manifested a degree of calm unconcern towards tins 
close of his mortal career, which might m others have 
been mistaken for callous indifference. It was remarked 
that he neither ate nor drank less, nor slept worse, than lie 
was wont to do m happier and less momentous times, ft 
must, indeed, have softened the sternest hearts to have 
beheld this last scion of a noble house approach the scaf- 
fold, surrounded by a band of young courtiers, and sup- 
ported on each side by the beloved friends of lus youth 
and prosperity. Yet, if this sight were calculated to move 
the pity of the beholders, the high bearing of the unfor- 
tunate Grey was certain to receive their admiration, for in 
his countenance there shone a gaiety and spirit which 
might have suited the deportment of a young and happy 
bridegroom. 

Great compassion had been excited, and considerable 
interest exerted for this unfortunate nobleman, and lus con- 
duct, both at Ins trial and his execution, was the more 
admired as contrasted with that of Cobham ; although, by 
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some of the obsequious courtiers, his cureless and high 
bearing had been termed pride and obstinacy, in compli- 
ance with the notions m those days prevalent of entire 
and passive obedience.* It was justly thought that he had 
a claim upon the King, from having been formerly engaged 
m the licet again si llie Armada; but this circumstance, in 
I lie present disposition of James towards Spain, might be 
viewed in an unfavorable light. The Prince Palatine, 
who afterwards married the Princess Elizabeth, had en- 
liv.ited the King, before Ins departure for Bohemia, to 
spare the life of tJrsjouug nobleman; but James, in the 
full dignity of Jus prerog.ilive, dismissed the request with 
these woids, “ Son, when f come into Germany, I promise 
not to ask you for any of jour prisoners. f” When Grey 
a-vended the scaflbhl, lie was ignorant of the respite of 
Markham, and probably thought that lus fate was inevita- 
ble Falling upon Ins knees, h rt followed, with great de- 
votion, but ill the affected fashion of thos* of his persua- 
sion, ,i prayer made for linn by one of his atlr nd'itit priests, 
and added another, which lasted an hour, of h s own com- 
position, for the King. When all was prepared, he was 
h! i'ww* told by the slierilf that the order of the execution 
iwh changed, and that the Lord Cohharn wns to die before 
lum. lie w as then led also to Prince Arthur’s hall in 
a state of astonishment which can scarcely bo imagined, 
and which none would wish to experience. (’ tbharn, who 
had l)j' tins tune summoned a sufficient portion of courage 
to retrieve his former appearance, was now brought upon 
the stage, and so outprayed the minister, ami over-acted 
lus part, that it was coarsely observed, “he had a good 
mguflj m a ciy. but \v;h nothing single.” He occasioned 
some di'-apjrfmitnionf to many of the spectators, who ex- 
j iccted considerable diversion from the total deficiency of 
all manly resolution winch his character ami conduct im- 
plied. le asseitrd the truth of all that he had deposed 
against Ralegh, affirming all that he had said of him “ upon 
the hope of Jus soul’s resurrection and after acknow- 
ledging his offence, and praying forgiveness of the King, 
prepared to take his farewell, when the sheriff again in- 
terposed, and told him that he was to be confronted with 
some of the prisoners. Grey and Markham were thA 
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brought back to the scaffold, looking on each other “like 
men beheaded and met again m the next world.” To close 
this singular scene, they wore required by the sheriff to 
acknowledge the hemousness of their offences, the justice 
of their trials and sentences, to which they all assented. 
Then the sheriff desired them to admire the mercy of their 
prince, who had countermanded their executions, and 
given them their lives, and the streets rang with plaudits 
which reached even from the castle to the town, where it 
was echoed with similar effusions of public joy. Hut 
happy would it have been for some of these unfortunate 
men, had their existence been terminated on the scaffold 
at Winchester. The gallant and beloved lord Grey, 
whom even the King allowed to bo “a noble spirited 
young fellow,*” languished, like on imprisoned eagle in 
his cage, and died in the Tower in lf514. He left no heir 
to his estates, which were sold ami diuded among other 
families; part remaining attached to Wilton castle, part 
being appropriated to Guy’s hospital, and a portion, proba- 
bly the greater, falling into the hands of George Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham, the favorite of King Janies in alter 
times. f The career of Cobham was, to our human com- 
prehension, in strict accordance with that sense of retri- 
butive justice which G<xl has implanted in the mind of 
man. Sacrificing so much for liberty and for wealth, he 
continued a prisoner, and became poor; abandoning and 
vilifying his friend, he was himself abandoned, even to the 
lowest destitution, and sunk into infamy, compared to w hu li 
the forgetfulness and neglect of mankind appeared almost 
as mere}. Pic was confined for many years in the Tower, 
and, it is said, afterwards re-examined at the request of 
the Queen and of Sir Walter Ralegh ; when he entirely 
exonerated Ralegh from the charges wliicli lie had been 
file chic*' instrument of affixing to him. Ife survived 
Ralegh a few months only, living to see the web which he 
had once woven, again ensnare the gifted and lamented 
victim of his machinations. The days of Cobham were 
ended in a garret in the Mmories ; a miserable apartment, 
to which there was no access except by a ladder, and be- 
longing to a poor woman who had formerly been his laun- 
dress. This despised, unpitied, and deserted being, died, 

t JlrjdgcB’ Extinct Peerage, 75. t 
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almost, from wont df food L* Such was the t^mmation of 
that life, for which he had sacrificed truth, friendship, and 
reputation. ^ 

Whilst the public mind had been alternately chagrined 7 
and diverted by the late proceedings, the state of astonish- 
ment and conjecture in which Ralegh learned the progress 
of events, can hardly be conceived. After remaining at 
Winchester castle for a month after his condemnation, it is 
natural to supjxise that some Jiopos of mercy must have 
entered into Ins calculations of the future, to cheer that 
dark prospect. On the day of the solemn farce which 
Janies thought proper to permit, Ralegh w r as stationed at a 
window of Ins prison, where he could gather that some sin- 
gular revolution m his destiny had taken place ; but the 
meaning, of the change was still a matter of wonder, and 
of anxious inquiry, for it was the contrivance of the King, 
that the boon of life should be accorded to the unhappy- 
prisoners, after a struggle, in which the bitterness of death 
might bo fully experienced. But the hopelessness of con- 
firmed imprisonment quickly returned; and Ralegh, with 
his companions in misfortune, was remanded hi the Tower 
of London, there to remain during the King’s pleasure.! 

It was m this gloomy retirement that Ralegh expe- 
rienced the true benefits of those resources which the 
world cannot taint with the infection of her influence ; do- 
mestic affection was his consolation, philosophy his solace, 
literature his employment He was re-condu^ted to his 
prison, under the guard of Sir William Wade, who had 
first escorted him to Winchester. Between this person 
and Cecil, a constant communication existed, the chief sub- 
ject of which appears to have been, at this time, the condition, 
conduct, and pursuits of the state prisoners under the charge 
oft Wade, but especially those suspected of being concerned 
in Watson’s conspiracy. We arc not, from any documents, 
apprized whether Ralegh entertained any suspicion of 
Wade’s 'air dealing towards him ; but it seems probable 
that the natural impetuosity of the unhappy captive’s dispo- 
sition prevailed over his patience, so as to render him un- 
just towards Ms keeper, for in the course of his imprison 
ment, the following passage is found relating to him, pre- 

* Osborne's Traditional Memoirs, King James I. ed. 170L 

t Hardwicke Papers. 
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served in the" Hatfield MSS. in a letter addressed by Wade 
to Cecil : — 

4 * yi u My Lord Treasurer and my Lord of Devon- 

lfiOS * s ^^ re met ttt ^ owcr on Monday at three of 
’ the clock in the afternoon, and gave me my 
oath. Though Sir Walter Ralegh used some speech oi‘ 
his dislike of me the day before, yet si thence, lie doth ac- 
knowledge Ins error, and seemeth to be very well sat- 
isfied.” 

It is possible that Ralegh may have distrusted the repre- 
sentations which ho concluded that Wade would dispatch 
to Cecil; for about this time, Wade, as it appears from the 
conclusion of a letter m the State Paper Office, addressed 
to Cecil, was pleading for the fulfilment of some promise 
which the late Queen had made to him, relative to some 
advantageous appointment ; and that he earnestly solicited 
the interest of Cecil with the King, to forward this affair. 
It is therefore possible, and perhaps in those days of undis- 
guised corruption, but too probable, that Wade may have 
thought it his interest to appear unfavorably disposed to 
Ralegh in tiic sight of Cecil, and that Ralegh may have 
divined this disposition to censure him on the part of his 
watchful keeper. In the letters from Wade to Cecil, pr- 
eserved in the State Paper Office, the guilt of Ralegh is 
implied, and an unfavorable construction placed upon every 
circumstance relating to him ; yet, no single circumstance 
is stated which could confirm the accusations against him, 
although it is evident that there were the most earnest and 
incessant endeavors to substantiate those charges by any 
heedless expression which might be drawn from him. This 
fact, whilst it strongly argues the innocence of Ralegh, is 
favorable, at the same time, to the integrity of Wade’s 
representations, and accounts, perhaps, in some measure, 
for the lenient measures afterwards adopted towards the 
unfortunate prisoner. 

Some society was allowed to Ralegh in the course of the 
first year after his return to the Tower; and he had the 
inestimable comfort, chequered probably by many bitter 
emotions, of receiving his wife, and then only son, within 
the precincts of his melancholy abode. lie was allowed, 
also, in common with several other persons, to have access to 

• (robham’s apartment ; and several of his own farmer domes- 
tics, Gilbert Hawthorn, a preaefc/, two medical attendant^ 
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his steward of Sherborn, and one or two other individuals, 
were permitted to repair to him at the necessary seasons. 
“The door of his chamber,” says Sir William Wade, 
“being always open all the day long to the garden, which 
indeed is the only garden the lieutenant hath. And 
in the garden he hath converted n little hen-bowse to a 
sldl-house, where he doth spend his time all the day in 
diMill.it ions.*” Thus engaged, Ralegh made .sufficient pro- 
giess in chemistry, to obtain, in those davs, a high reputa- 
tion 1i>r skill in the compounding of a valuable nostrum, 
called by Ins contemporaries his cord nl, and used by the 
celebrated Robert, Hoyle with great e/lechf A list of the 
chemical processes m which Ralegh thus occupied the 
tedious hours of imprisonment, mid, perhaps, succeeded in 
obliterating painful recollections, is still m existence m 
manuscript};; and it might probably aflbrd to tlie chemical 
antupn nan a curious test of the comparative progress of 
knowledge m that branch of philosophy, to winch tin 1 most 
eminent men of the seventeenth ^century may ho supposed 
to have advanced. 

Ills first care, on establishing himself within that which 
ho might reasonably expect, to be hih final n aidcnce, was to 
supply himself with such humble means of prosecuting his 
beloved sciences, as the indulgence of his keepers, or the 
remnant of ius own ruined fortunes, would allow him to ob- 
tain. ft may aflbrd both instruction and encour.ig' *ment to the 
humble and destitute laborer m the pursuit of knowledge, 
to learn, with wlmt scanty materials and limited space the 
great Ralegh prosecuted the studies commenced in happier 
days. 

It lias been lamented by un ingenious biographer of Ra- 
legh, that the anecdotes of his hours of confinement aTe 
tew, ami that period comparatively involved m a tantaliz- 
ing obscuiily.} Successive investigations have contributed 
but litfl ' to remedy this cause of regret ; but, in the State 
Paper Office, a very interesting document remains, en- 
dorsed in Cecil’s hand-writing, entitled “The Judgment of 
Sir Walter Ralegh’s Case.” Tins appears to have been a 

* Ilirch’g Collr»rtiontf m Pnt Museum, cxx». 4lfi0. 

t Aubrey’s MSS. Sec Oxford edition of Itnlegli’s Works, 1839. Ap- 
pendix, vol VIII 

{ Ayscougb’s Cat. Brit. Mus 4£3. § Cayley, ii. 38. 1 
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memorial addressed to the ’great man in power, in favor of 
the unhappy prisoner, and conveys such an impression of 
his bodily sufferings as may, it is to be hoped, have moved 
the heart of the prosperous minister.* From this account 
it seems that Ralegh was afflicted cither with rheumatism 
or with the dire effects of incipient palsy, having been 
seized on the loft side with an extreme coldness and numb- 
ness, and his speech impeded so that an utter loss of it was 
apprehended by Ins medical attendants. It was, therefore, 
recommended by Dr. Turner, one of his ordinary physi- 
cians, that Sir Walter should be removed from the cold 
apartment which lie had hitherto occupied into a warmer 
apartment, that which he li:id built adjoining the Still 
House being particularly specified as proper lor his condi- 
tion and comforts. f Tins letter, to which no date isaih\cd, 
may be assigned, m all probability, to tiic year 1(>()4 or 
1605. No memorial has transpired to show if* the indul- 
gence requested were granted. On the contrary, but lit- 
tle favor appears to have been shown to Ralegh during the 
two or three first years of his imprisonment. Uy a letter 
recently discovered,! and addressed by him to the King, it 
is obvious that his feelings were insulted, Ins reputation 
injured, and his comforts abridged, Jn many grievous in- 
stances. The seal of the duchy of Cornwall was demanded 
of him, which, m compliance with the King’s command, he 
resigned, giving it into the hands of Lord Cecil to restore 
it to the sovereign.^ Rut, whilst surrendering the pledge 
of his high employments, Ralegh failed not to remind hia 
Majesty that it was by the favor of his predecessor Queen 
Elizabeth tint he had been authorized to assume the im- 
portant offices which he held as Chancellor of the Duchy, 
and Warden of the Stannaries. lie declared, in solemn 
terms bis faith to James, and his dependence on his mercy 
alone. Unhappily, lie addressed lumsolf to one too much 
alienated from him, and too greatly prejudiced by the in- 
sinuations of others, to listen to his petition with any emo- 
tions of compassion Yet. whilst at this distance of tune 
some passages of this letter are perused, it i? difficult to 
imagine, that James can have rejected, without some re- 
ft The original is printer! now, for the fir-t lime, in the Appendix 
t Appendix, L. & M 

t C* iso in the State Paper Office, and now first printed in the Appen- 

dix, O. 
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lenting, the petition of so accomplished a petitioner, who, 
whilst feeling- that Ins corporeal and mental vigor declined 
under the pressure of his calamities, entreated the King 1 
not to keep him m restraint until “ the powers both of his 
body and mind should be so enfeebled,' ” that “ it had been 
happier for him to have died long since.” With a humil- 
ity resulting from a spirit broken by the virulence of ene- 
mies, and by the desertion of friends, he implored the King 
to lmve compassion on him whilst lie had yet “ limbs and 
eyes” to do him service, entreating the “ Lord of odl power 
and justice to strike him with the greater misery of body 
and s§i il” if he tailed m fidelity to his sovereign. Sucn 
were the affecting, and, perhaps, abject terms m which the 
unfortunate Ralegh endeavored to obtain the boon of a ces- 
sation from persecution. The powerful expressions of his 
own pen portray, with a melancholy force, the dejection 
and dread into which he sank upon seeing the renewed at- 
tempts which were made to ruin his earthly prefects. 

On finding all applications tor mercy fruitless Ralegh 
appears to have wisely devoted himself to those '■oiirccsof 
consolation, of which the injustice of men could not de- 
prive him. The extent of his acquirements m literature 
and science furmshecBtiim with a fund of constant employ- 
mrnt, m his graver hours, the appetite for knowledge, hap. 
pily tor human nature, “ growing by what it feeds on.” He 
had the advantage also of being able to vary Jus pursuits 
from grave to gay, and of being able to relax info amuse- 
ment without the necessity of descending into frivolity. 
But of his favorite recreations, music and painting w ere prob- 
ably the only resources which could be introduced into the 
bounded and austere mclosurc of his prison limits.* The cul- 
tivation of plants, and the arrangement of a garden, in winch 
he delighted and excelled, was precluded, or, at least, its pride 
and pleasure were at an end ; for who can cheiish the soil 
with which slavery is assoq/Ufed? Of the enjoyments of so- 
ciety ho could taste but a verymod orate portion, and even that 
small portion would necessarily be alloyed by the absence 
of comforts, by the contrast with former days, by the dread 


* Sir Walter Ralegh was. not tin* only member of his family who wna 
distinguished for his uiii-ical talents His brother Carew played upon tlio 
olpharioii. an instrument somewhat resembling a lute, anil sang also 
well. Aubrey’s MS?? in the Ashiuolcan Museum, Oxiord edition of Ka* 
cgh’s Works, vol v m p. 743. 
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of surveillance , and the danger of unrestrained communi- 
cation within a prison. But, although, from tne happiness 
of the free, Ralegh wjs precluded, lie could yet avail him- 
self of the consolations of winch innocence is never dosti- 
lfiOT tute. {Soon after the commencement of his long 
10U ’ captivity his wife and son were permitted to jr 
IfUM an ^ * n cnbllln ff ywur Hie birtli of another 
* son added a new member to the small and oppressed 
family. TJus child was christened Carew, probably m honor 
of Ix>rd Carew, a relation and intimate friend of Ralegh’s, 
and afterwards an intercessor for him with the Kina* Ca- 
rew was the only one of Sir Walter’s two sons tlm was 
destined to survive him. The works which Ralegh bosun, 
and in some instances com [doted, were numerous, and of 
the most varied kind : of these, the most elaborate anil re- 
markable is his History of the World, which he published 
in 1614. Of this stupendous production, whilst it has been 
observed by some that its ‘-only defect (or default rather) 
is that it wanteth the half thereof*;” it 1ms been thought by 
a far better judgef “ to al'ord the best model of the ancient 
style” of composition. Never, perhaps, m our language has 
so copious and extended a work been^pmposed with so little 
apparent difficulty to the author; flfc whilst the learned 
have been excited to admiration by tne vast stores of eru- 
dition which its pages unfold, the less enlightened reader 
cannot fail to rise from the careful perusal of its pages 
without his knowledge of human nature being improved 
and verified, and his desire for virtuous distinction stimu- 
lated. Jt contributes greatly to the interest of this compo- 
sition, that the writer has identified himself with many of 
its mast striking passages, in the course of its ponderous 
dissertations mid minute details. We refer continually to 
the historian, whose opinions, his personal observation, his 
experience, a-’d tastes, were called into active requisition 
in the compilation of its pagfeuJLtalegh, in relating the ac- 
tions of the warlike and theUxertions of the wise, writes 
with the spirit of an enthusiast in the cause of virtue, and 
with tiic discrimination of a veteran in the fields of in me. 
Neither is his generous ardor dulled by the cold and scep- 
tical views of religion with which some excellent authors, 
under die pica of philosophical moderation, have cooled 


* Fuller’d Worthies. 
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down the expression of every noble sentiment lie gives 
nature her scope, and aims not at the fruitless task of 
weighing the utility of every splendid action by the men- 
tal scale which has been adopted in modern tunes. It is 
still more important to observe, that his proper appreciation 
of the, actions of men, and his love of moral excellence, 
sprang from the right source. It is obvious tliat lie must 
have been deeply imbued with the force mid importance of 
religious truth, and, in the progress of his labors, had God 
in all his thoughts. For this happy and truly enviable state 
of uttpd, ior that elevation of the character which proceeds 
fror™a prostration of the soul to God, for that strength 
which arises out of weakness, Ralegh was indebted to the 
season of adversity which afforded him the opportunity, and 
impressed him with the proper spirit to execute tins work. 
Lord Racon, in alluding to the dangerous gifts of fortune, 
lfas beautifully remarked, that “ afflictions only level those 
mole-lulls of pride, plow the heart, and nuke it fit for 
wisdom to sow the seed, and for grace to bring forth her 
increase. Happy is that man, both in regard ol* heavenly 
and earthly wisdom, that is thus wounded to lie cured ; thus 
biokcn to be made steaight; thus made acquainted with his 
own imperfections, jjpt he inny be perfected.*” 

Jake many other works of value and erudition, the His- 
tory of the World was, according to some accounts, ne- 
glected by the literary men of the tune. lVrhaps the dis- 
grace and present obscurity of its author, the neglect of 
2ie court, or its own bulk, and m the early part, the diffi- 
culty of treating the subject in a popular manner, may have 
conti dinted to the result, which is said to have proved -a 
source of deep mortification to Ralegh. A few days be- 
fore his death, ho is stated to have sent for Walter Rurre, 
who printed Ins book, ami to ha\c inquired how the work 
had sold . l To this question he received the mortifying re- 
ply, “Sr> slowly, that it has undone me.” Upon hearing this 
intelligence. Sir Walter rose, and reaehing from Ins desk a 
continuation of the work, threw it into the fire, saying to 
Bur re, “ Tlx; second volume shall undo no more: this un- 
grateful world is unworthy of it.” This .anecdote, although jj 
characteristic of frhr Walter Ralegh, who was naturally! 
passionate and impetuous, rests upon no authority sufficient! 


* Bacon’s Letter to Coke in Stephen's edition of Bacon's Loiters, 197. 
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to stamp it as more deserving 1 of credit than the relations 
which are commonly told of all eminent persons, nnd tor 
the truth of which we are to rely on the particular veracity 
of the narrator. 

In his scientific and literary pursuits Ralegh found a 
young and liberal patron in Prince Henry of Wales, the 
heir apparent to the throne. The virtues of this )outh 
were universally extolled, and, perhaps, with greater 
earnestness, from the contrast which every indication of 
character presented to that of his well-intentioned but 
almost pusillanimous father. It was, however, the dfcire 
of James that his first-born should, mall important resects, 
resemble himself, and especially m that instinctive appre- 
hension of plots, of winch James especially boasted. In 
such discoveries, he prayed that the Prince “might be his 
heir and particularly commended any detection of impos- 
ture which it was the Jot of the youth to ellect.* 

But daily experience proves that there are some minds 
which rise not only superior to the force of circumstances, 
but almost in defiance of perpetual incitement, to error. 
Witnessing m one parent perpetual manifestations of ab- 
surdity, and beholding m the other aching but insignifi- 
cance, it was the happy lot of Princ^ptenry, ns far as his 
short life extended, to unite the best, or, the only good quali- 
ties of both parents. To the love of learning, and simple- 
heartedness of King James, he joined the courtesy and 
good-nature of Queen Anne, escaping, as it were by a 
miracle, the pompous vanity of the one, and the unthinking 
frivolity of the other parent, f Towards this young prince, 

K denominated by his contemporaries, “the flower of 
use,];” Ralegh expressed an enthusiastic admiration: 
and, indeed, the mind of floury Stuart appears in many* 
instances to have been congenial to that of the illustrious 
prisoner, to w bom he extended his favor. Unlike the King 


* Birch's Life of I'rincc Henry In James's instructions to Ins sou, ho 
partic iilarly commends Ins discovery of n female impostor lhnl :S8 
f Tins queen was tin -tress of Somerset House, winch she would fain 
have named Denmark House and so it ahs culled by her-people during 
her life In tins palace she held a continual mnsquei.uk 1 She and her 
ladies, like so many sr,i nymph* or wreul* continually rirlurhiin# all 
beholders bv the display of new dre^e* The King had hi* l’.i\orites in 
pne place, she in another* she loved the Enrl ot Pembroke, he patron* 
teedthe Earl of Montgomery, his brother. Wilson's Life of King James 
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his father, the prince loved the semblance and mimicry <of 
war; and from Ins delight in tilting, the harriers, and other 
martial exercises, he had become highly popular anion^ the 
people,* to whom such diversions recalled the days of the 
Tudors and Plantagcncts. With such a disposition, it is 
natural to suppose that the young candidate in the lists of 
military fame must have regarded the veteran warrior with 
veneration and interest 

In respect to maritime affairs, especially, their tastes 
were similar ; tor Ralegh, who perfectly understood this 
Bubj<£, found m the prince an ardent spirit of inquiry, 
wilier augured well for the future benefit of the British 
navy.f To him Ralegh dedicated his work, entitled “Ob- 
servations on the Royal Navy and Sea Service,” and a 
“ Discourse of a Mai itimal Voyage,” never published. It 
was also his intention to have dedicated to his young pa- 
tron the second and third volumes of Ins History of the 
World, which he purposed, as he himself expresses it, to 
“ have hewn out,” hut which, from the death of this pow- 
erful friend, from the discouraging circumstances attending 
the sale of the first part, or from new schemes, and the 
revival of hopes of ^erly, was never completed. The 
prince, to whom Rnl^P applied the epithets “ most excel- 
lent and hopeful,*” was a proficient also in classical litera- 
ture, m which he had been carefully trained; and had 
himself displayed hi premature a genius, as to compose, 
when only in his tenth year, a Latin hcxametei poem, en- 
titled the “ New Year’s Gift.}” Concurring in their gene- 
ral tastes, widely as all other circumstances relating to 
them differed, the Rnnce and Ralegh were also, m one re- 
spect, similarly situated : they were both supposed to be 
objects of jealous suspicion to the King, who is said to have 
thought Jus “ fearless and noble” son|| “ too high mounted 
in the people’s love, II” whilst he saw in Ralegh a great 
luminary, beneath whose lustre the brightness of other 
lights must fade, or be wholly obscured. Congenial in 
mind and m pursuits, a grateful and enthusiastic udiuira- 
tion prevailed between these two individuals. That “ none 

* Wilson, v 685. 

t Birch’s Lire of Prince Henry, 997. Bee also Ralegh’s Work! In 
Birch, vol. n. , • 

| Birch. § Ibid. 38. { Aulicua Coquinario. IT Wilson. 085. 
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but his father would keep such a bird m such a cage*” 
was the well-known observation of Prince ITenry ; and 
Ralegh, after the untimely death of this promisin'* youtli, 
alludes to the decease of his royal friend in terms of sor- 
row almost prophetic. {Speaking of one of his own works, 
he says, “ But (rod lias spared me the labor of finish mg by 
his loss, by the loss of that brave prince, of which, like an 
eclipsr* of the sun, wo shall feel th? effects hereafter. Im- 
possible it, is to equal words anil sorrow’s; 1 will, therefore, 
leave him m the hands of Cod that hath him.p’ 

At the command of Prince Henry, Rnlogh composed, in 
ion, two discourses, concerning the double alliances wine h 
were proposed between the duchy of Kn\oy and the house 
of Stuart. In those treatises, which are written in the 
clear, forcible, and nnimaied style which characterizes 
Ralegh’s pen, he proves the uiisuitableness and inexpe- 
diency of the proposed marriages, and recommends the con- 
tinuance of the Prime in celibacy, until “Ins Majes-ty 
ha\o somewdiat repaired lus estate, and provided beautiful 
gardens to plant those olive-branches in.[ M Tn tins com.- 
sol the inclination of the Prince was pi nimbly considered; 
for report not only aligned the honor of Ins regards to the 
infamous Frances Howard, Countesrhf Rssex, but Ins own 
testimony presented tlie reasons of his dislike to the Ha- 
voyan contract.} Induced by arguments to approve of 1 lie 
marriage with a daughter of France, this conscientious 
youth, the only puncc of the Stuait line who could he 
strictly termed ProtesUut, repented bitteilyon his death-bed 
that he bad ever been induced to accede to the proposals 
of wedding a Papist, and considered his illness as a judg- 
ment on th it account || Yet as we may suppose that the 
pcntimeuts expressed by ” ’ gh m his work tallied with 
those of tin' Prince, il was obviously their agreed n nclu- 
Bion, that r. other foreign marriage presented advantages 
so powerfully overbalancing the impediment winch differ- 
ence of religious faith promoted, as that with Henrietta 
Maria of France, subsequently the qucen-consort of Charles 
the First.1T 

* Onhorne'H Mim*i41. Work**, ii lf)5. t Uibt. World, lib. v. c. 1. § 6. 

t Works of Ralegh U.rcli, i 27H. 

$Wel wood's Notes to Wilson, 088. * 

| Win wood's Mein. Hi 410. 
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It is probable that Ralegh owed his station in the regard* 
of the young prince chiefly to the good others of Sir John 
Harrington, who acted almost m the capacity of a tutor to 
the heir-apparent. Jt is not unlikely that lie was also in- 
debted for the kindly feelings displayed to him by Henry, 
to Ins mother, Anno of Denmark, the quern-consort, a 
weak but good-natured woman, and an indifferent, and, as 
some thought, faithless wife, hut an affectionate, though 
not judicious mother. Erom this princess Kalegli is said to 
have eventually received the dearest Ixjon that an innocent 
man can cra\e, that of restored reputation, the Queen 
granting him, at a .Mdisequent period, the privilege of hav- 
ing Cobhuin re-ex.n umrd. She proved to him, indeed, on 
various oi casimi'’, a kind mediator and fnend : and Ralegh, 
as we shvill iind, had recourse, on some occasions, toiler 
gornl others, 

Rut Ins fortunes, as far as Ins worldly estates were con- 
cerned, were now nremodiahly ruined; and the wreck of 
all Ins drill ly-t timed possessions \\.:s evoiPii»*h completed 
by the injustic'* of King James, and the » uj .dity of Ins 
courtiers. 


CHAP. VI. 

EMimnTi nf It ill -lis Pr.iiwrtj - His « slates and orcupiii ns in Ticlnmt 
— |{ i>«> ii *■ ri»iit|i.iii’oii . n Pti'oii Hi-, m lirim^ wit.'i n '.jK'rt to <ini» 
ana— Ih.ilh «»l <Vul ,in>i ii /« uro Jli iiry.— Uakgli *> rUcase from 
tlio T nvci 

l\ order fully to comprehend the lo«ep and deprivations 
which it wa» Ralegh's fate to sustain, it is necessary to 
fciko a short icview of those various g nub t ions m the scale 
of wealth, hv which lie rose to the possesion of a consid- 
erable estate. 

His property in Ireland, hK order of time, ought first 
lo be noticr d. The history ofliis possessions m that coun- 
try must be referred to the period of the rebellion m the 
reign of Elizabeth, who found it expedient, in 1582, to at- 
taint Gerald fbtzgerold, the last Earl of the Geraldines, a 
man of almost princely power over the semi-barboroua 
people amongst whom he resided. This potent noMeiypn 
could muster, it was said, at a call, six hundred hor& and 
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two thousand foot, and had five hundred gentlemen of his 
kindred and surname on his estate. Upon his destruction, 
and that of his adherents, the Queen divided his extensive 
possessions in Cork, Waterford, Kerry, and Limerick, 
among those officers and knights in her armies who had 
bepn chiefly engaged in subduing the powe^ of her ene- 
mies in the sister countries. The forfeited lands wore di- 
vided, therefore, into manors and scignones, containing 
each from four to twelve thousand acres, bogs and moun- 
tains not being included until improved and fertilized. 
The undertakers, as they were called, of these estates, 
were treed of all taxes, except subsidies levied by parlia- 
ment, and were to import all commodities into England, 
duty free, lor five years. They were obliged to furnish, 
for the defence of their new possessions, horse and foot- 
men, m number proportioned to their share of the forfeited 
demesnes; an arrangement by which an effective force 
was afterwards supplied to the country. In 1580, Sir Wal- 
ter Ralegh obtained a warrant from the Privy Seal, grant- 
ing him three seignories and a half m the land of Cork* 
and Waterford, constituting an estate of 12,000 acres.'f 
This domain he held in fee-farm, and witli it, at Von glial, 
in the barony of Iniohilly, a house belonging, before the 
dissolution of the monasteries, to the friars preachers, \v ith 
a rent of twelve pounds, nineteen shillings and sixpence 
sterling, payable at Easter and Michaelmas. { 

It would seem that Ralegh had but little leisure to enter 
into the concerns of his Irish estates with interest, or that, 
in the turbulent scenes in which ho was mingled m that 
country, he could have enjoyed sufficient leisure to attend 
to the improvement of the inhabitants or the culture of the 
Boil. Prom the manuscript records of the town, it appears 
that he held the office of mayor of Youghal in 1588,} and 
he probably occupied the house belonging to him near the 
cottage or priory, for one room still bears the traditional 
name of “ Sir W alter’s Stu^r,” having in it a ric h and cu- 

' •Smith’s Hist. Cork, i. 55, 56. t Ibid. 54. J Ibid. 109. 

ft For this information I am indebted to Crofton Croker, Esq., whose 
works on Irish traditions and antiquaries arc so well known, and so 
justly admired. That gentleman inspected these recants in 1H31, and 
Visited the house formerly belonging to Ralegh, and now inhabited^ 
Mr Christopher Musgrave It is a plain old-fashioned house, with aa 
hbChdaace of One myrtles, some of them twenty feet high, in the 
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riously-carved old chimney-piece. This residence is situ- 
ated on the north side of the church, and on tlic south side 
stands a large building, called the College, founded by the 
(ierahlmes, mid which came also into Ralegh’s posses- 
sions. 

At You glial the first potatoes were landed in Ireland 
from Virginia,* by Sir Walter Ralegh; and, at the same 
time, the celebrated alKme cherry was brought by him 
there from the Canary islands. The well-known tale of 
the pota toe-apple being at first gathered and tasted by the 
person who planted it, and of the early neglect of tins val- 
uable production, originated in the neighborhood of You- 
ghal. The roots were for some time left untouched, until 
the ground in which they were sown, lining dug up, their 
real value was discovered. From tins small portion of seed, 
the whole country of Ireland was supplied with that, 
which has since proved to he almost its only secure re- 
source as a commodity for the support of life, j 

In 1002 Ralegh was induced to sell his estate* m Ireland 
to Rich ird Hoyle, afterwards Karl of Cork, a man of ener- 
gelic habits and of powerful understanding, and who knew 
well both how to c ontrive an excellent bargain for his own 
interests, and to turn every possession to full account * 
Tins enterprising founder of a family, afterwards so greatly 
renowned both m arms and letters, returned to England, 
lus native country, with an introduction to Sir Robert 
Cecil from the president of Munster, who requested the 
assistance of the secretary to Mr. Boyle in dice ling the 
purchase of Sir Walter Ralegh’s seignory m Cork. Ra- 
legh, it is said, had no repugnance to the wile of Ins prop- 
erty, on account of the heavy sums which it cost him to 
support his titles to it, Ins annual expenses on that account 
amounting to two hundred pouuds \ It appears, however, 
that Mr. Boyle purchased the estate at a very low rate, 
upon the nlea of its uncultivated condition ; and that it not 
only became a most advantageous acquisition to him even- 
tually, hut w as considered by him at the time as a great 
and fortunate augmentation to his estate, and as one more 
profitable to him even than the possession of a richly-dow- 

* Potatoes came originally from Mexico, whence they had probably 
been introduced into Virginia. 9 

t Smith's Hist Cork, p. 1—120. 

| Note in Biograplua, first Art. Boyle. 
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ered wife, or of a former errant to himself of lands in Mun- 
ster, had hitherto proved.* 

It has likewise been manifested, in a recent work on the 
antiquities of the south of lreLind, that the “grout earl,” 
us he was popularly entitled, acted a very equivocal part 
in this transaction, and succeeded in duping the pcnoti fif- 
ing, hut rash owner of the lands, who had parted with 
them at a price far inferior to their value. f It is obvious, 
from the tenor of the earl’s own memorial, that he thought 
it necessary to write in an apologctical strain upon the 
subject tor he declares, that lie not only paid Sir Walter 
the full amount of what lie owed Jinn tor Jus estate, long 
before Ralegh’s attainder, but that he presented him with 
a thousand pounds after that event ; preferring, from com- 
passion and generosity, to give him that sum m full, than 
to accept of a composition of five hundred marks from the 
crown, with an offer of a full acquittal under Ihehrond 
seal, if he complied with that proposition.^ This i<? the 
carl’s own exposition of his conduct; hut it has been hint- 
ed, that his conduct was not so honorable as this represent- 
ation would seem to imply; and some remonstrance ap- 
pears to have been made, m subsequent times, against the 
transaction, ns irregular and illegal. It was not, however, 
a time, for those suffering from adversity and oppression, 
to appeal with success ngafnst the favored and the pros- 
perous. The estate remained in the possession of Jlnyle, 
by whom it was soon rendered one of the most tlounshmg 
properties in the sister kingdom. 

With respect to his English domains Ralegh was even 
still more unfortunate than m his Irish property ; for lie 
had the distress of seeing those lands which lie hail im- 
proved and embellished with care, and had hoped to trans- 
mit, as a family inheritance, to his son, wrested from linn, 
and besto vod upon an unwurtliy favorite of the king’s, in 
defiance of every principle of justice, and in disregard of 
every impulse of compassion. 

We have already seen that Ralegh was unable to effect 
the purchase of the simple and retired residence of his 
youth, for which he applied in 1584, offering to give tho 

* See Mr. C Crokcr's Researches in the South of Ireland, 1824. 

Ibid J Smith’s Hist, of Cork, note, i. 131. 

j Smith’s Cork, vol i p. 121. 
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owner “ wliaf soever in lus conscience he should deem it to" 
he woith;’’ preferring, as lie alleged, for tlic “ natural dis- 
posit loir winch lie had lo that place, being born m the 
house, rather “ to seat himself there tlian anywhere else.*” 
In case of rrfiisiil on tins point, it was at tins time Sir 
Waller’s determination to build a house at Collitou in 
Devonshire; but ciirumslances afterwards induced him to 
select, as a iamily residence, Shei borne or Shireborne, m 
the Sima 1 county, doscrihed by Auhrey as “ a most sweet 
and pleasant places and site, ns any in the west.” From 
tins estate alone, ho allerwards cleared live thousand 
pounds yeuily. 

A cm ions manuscript, relating 1 to this noble seat, has 
been preserved and published in the Collectanea Curiosa. 
The lands of Sherborne were bequeathed by Osmund, a 
Norman knight, to the see of Canterbury, with a heavy de- 
nunciation «i gan 1 st any rash or profane person who should 
attempt to wrest thorn from the clmrcli.f This anathema 
was, in the opinion of the vulgar, first accomplished in the 
person of the protector Somerset, to whom, after sundry 
vicissitudes, tilt' property devolved. Tins nobleman was 
hunting m tilt' woods of Sherborne, when his presence was 
required by Edwuid the Sixth; and he was shortly after- 
wards committed to the Tower, and subsequently beheaded. 
The forfeited estate then reverted lo the see of Salisbury, 
uni t! tlie reign of Queen Elizabeth, to whom it was made 
over h\ Cold a el I, bishop of Salisbury, at the instigation of 
Ralegh, who vv.is hi timed, nud apparently with pistice, for 
having displayed on this occasion a grasping and even dis- 
honorable spirit. So strong were the religious prejudices 
of the day, that even the discerning Sir John Harrington, 
alinbuted to a judgment from heaven a ti if ling accident 
which occurred to Ralegh whilst surveying the demesne 
which lie coveted. Casting Ins eyes upon it, according to 
the not on of that w T ritcr, as Ahtib did upon Nabotlfs vine- 
yard, and, mi the course of a journey from Plymouth to the 
coast, discussing at the same tunc the advantages of the 
desired p, session, Sir Walter’s horse fell, and the face of • 
its rider then, as the relater observes, “thought to he a 
very good one,” was buried m the ground 4 Having ob- 


♦ See MSS. t Reek’s Oollcrtanen, 520. 

t Brief View of the State of the Church of England, p. 88. 



196 LIFE OF SIR WALTER KALEOII. 

tained the estate, Ralegh resolved to improve and embel- 
lish it to the utmost of his means. lie first began to build 
a fine castle; but, changing his design, erected a nohJc 
house, which he rendered superior to all the places around 
it Ilcre ho appears, from his letters, to have' both exer- 
cised the duties of hospitality, and to have enjoyed the so- 
ciety of Jus friends in a public career, although at so great 
n distance from the metrojioLis ;* and h»re lie anticipated 
also the calm refreshment of philosophic leisure; u kidd- 
ing,” says Aubrey, “a delicate lodge in the parkc of brink, 
not big, but very convenient for the bignesse, a place to 
retire from the court m summer time, ami to contemplate f” 
But lie was destined never to enjoy the fruition of ins 
wishes, in seeing his name and family reinstated m rank 
and influence in his native country, in UiG'2 he had found 
it expedient to settle Sherborne upon bis eldest son. The 
supposed cause of this determination was a challenge from 
Sir Amias Preston, one of the commanders who had been 
knighted by the Karl of Ksse\ at the siege of Cadiz* but 
neither the origin nor the issue of the quarrel has Irnns- 
pircd. All that is known of Ralegh’s sentiments ujion the 
occasion, is, his declaration that he 1 “ intended to answer” 
tho challenge. Yet it is uncertain whether or not he de- 
clined it; the difference of military rank and character 
being a sufficient plea for deviating from the received laws 
of honor, and the fashionable practice of f lie times, it may 
be surmised that Ralegh had high and lmjiortnnt reasons 
and obligations to pursue a line of conduct which mani- 
fested the true and delicate perception of that honor, on 
which so many are ready to discourse, and which so few 
are able U understand; and that he may liav e sought to 
discountenance a custom then so prevalent, that Lord Ba- 
con, when Attorney-General, was obliged, in 1614, to make 
an example »f a butcher and a barber-surgeon in the AJnr- 
shalsea Court, in order that fins dangerous and disgraceful 
practice might bo brought into contempt f It is obvious 
that Ralegh viewed the character of a duellist with the 
cool and well-digested m ntimr its of a philosopher, rather 
than with the inflated enthusiasm of a soldier. In Ins His- 

* See his Lrttei to (’obham in Appendix. 

t Aubrey’s MSS Oxf cd of Rut Works, App. <38. 

| Sanderson’s Life of James I , p. 305. 



LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 


197 

lory, he ridicules the false notions which teach us to con-* * * § 
siller it “ as a lSir greater dishonor to receive from an enemy 
a slight touch with a cane, than a sound blow with a 
sword ; the one having relation to a slave, the other to a 
would icr.” And concern mg the received belief that to decry 
duel liny, and to bo a coward, are synonymous, he remarks 
that it is true, “ if you call it cowardice to fear God and 
hell ; whereas he th.it is truly wise or valiant knows that 
there is nothing else to be feared.*” Such being the sen- 
timents of Ralegh, we must look for some diilbrent cause 
than the prospect of a duel, to account lor Ins transfer of 
Jus principal estate to his son ; and it is not difficult to con- 
jecture that he may have anticipated the vicissitudes of his 
coming years, and sought to preserve this portion of his 
property from the e fleets of the lowering storm. 

Tins measure, if the result of forethought, was prudent, 
but if was unavailing. Aller his trial, the enemies of Ra- 
legh pietended to find a flaw in the deed of conveyance, 
mid for the omission of a single word, the <»\r rsight of a 
elei k, and which was m the paper copy onls, it fell into 
t he jxfcssos'iion of the crown.f The person principally bene- 
fited by tins discovery was Car, Earl of Somerset, who 
brought 1 1 10 matter before the Court of Exchequer, m 
winch a doc Mon \va«* given against Ralegh [: “a judg- 
ment, ” nlisei ves the relator of the fact,} “ easily to ho fore- 
seen without witchcraft, since Jus chicfest judge was his 
gw atesi enemy, and the case argued between u poor friend- 
less pi Miner, and a King of England.” This event took 

i >lan* seven years after the commencement of Sir Walter 
iuJegliV imprisonment, until which period he had enjoyed 
the revenues of Sherborne. In \am did the persevering 
Lady Ralegh, — being, as her son describes her, a woman 
u u r a very high spirit, of noble birth and breeding,” — on 
her knees, and in the bitterness of her heart, in the pres- 
ence of the King, implore Almighty God to look upon “the 
justness of her caine, and punish those who had so wrong- 
fully exposed lier and her poor children to beggary.” The 
inflexible an<\ insensible monarch, who had neither the 

* lli-t World, I) } th.ip 3 p <>77. 

f A 1 >i n*l’ liHutio i ol Sir Walter Ralph's Troubles, 117. 

1 Oldv s, <> I 9 

§ C’jrew Ralegh who pn^ntod, m tho form of a petition to parliament 
■owe uicouul o( th*s act of oppression gee Birth, l. p. 114. 

R 2 
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Reeling to pity, nor the discernment to value this devoted 
woman, returned, in his usual phrase, tins reiterated reply, 
14 1 man have the Land ; I mini have it for Cur.” And, ac- 
cordingly, to Car the estate was conveyed. Tint the old 
prophecy, by those who observed the fate of Sherborne 
with curiosity, was still thought to hang lo.its destiny. 
Through the generous exertions of Prince Henry, it may 
be said to have belonged for a tune to the House of Stuart, 
since lie begged it from the King, pretending to fancy the 
place, hut m reality with the hope of restoring it to the 
accomplished owner of the seat. Unwilling or afraid to 
refuse the request of his son, James compromised the mat- 
ter by paying to Car the sum of twerity-h\e thousand 
pounds for the surrender of the estate, and e\en allowed 
the Lady llalegh eight thousand pounds for the pmperli.-* 
But the death of the young Prince in 101 1 fiustrated (ns 
generous intention, and Iclt Sherborne still in the Lands of 
the fluorite. The premature decease of thi« p»oniM»g 
youth was thought by the Millar ayam to oorioborule the 
old prophecy, and was one of those singular coincident e? 
which, in human altinrs, confirm the da \ -dreams of super- 
stitious reasuiiers. But, in the times of the Tudor* and 
the Stuarts, estates w’orc so oilen gained and lost, on the 
one baud by the nnslbrt lines of the real owneis, and, on 
the other, by the iniquities of those who reaped them, 1h.it 
few exchanges of propei ty from one family to another, took 
place without hcui' occasioned by some tragical occur- 
rence. To Carew, the jounge»t son, and the mimed " nr- 
vivor of Sir Walter Balcgh, Ihe suhsc‘c|uent attainder of 
Cur, and *he (orfuture of lus estates, upon Ins commiti.il to 
the Tow ei for the murder of Ovcibiuy, appeared to eon- 
firm the nl fortune ntlcniLiut upon the ow uers of Siier- 
lM*riic* ; and the misfortunes which afterwards befell the 
Iloiee of f' f oart were also considoied hv him to lorruho- 
rate the old presage. » spelt lias, however, smee been 
cation of CarV estates, J)igl>y, 
Kail of Bristol, obtained Sherborne from the King, on ac- 
count of Jus sei vices in the on busy to Spam. This noble- 
man added two wings to the house; and mins family it 
now' remains. f 

Bunng the piocecdings relative to his favorite and 


+ Brief Ret., Ac. 


t Ibid. 117. 
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boasted residence, upon which ho had expended a consicP 
crable portion of his gleanings m the public service, Ralegh 
endeavored to mail himself of Ins eloquent pen in order to 
excite the pity or obtain the justice of those who were 
reaping the fruits of his self-created fortune. Fame, which, 
ns lionl Rnpon has observed, “hath swift wings, especially 
that which hath black feathers,*” soon brought to him, 
o\on in pnson, intelligence of all those courtly intrigues, 
by which his miserable fate might bo alleviated or de- 
pressed. Tn lfiOH, we find him addressing to Car on expos- 
tulatory letter, couched in those guarded and insidious, yet 
ino\ i rig terms, of which many of Ralegh’s epistles present 
a specimen. Perhaps there can scarcely he any supplica- 
tion more delicately and happily expressed than the fol- 
low mg natural yet polished address to a young and tavored 
courtier, just entering upon those deluding delights of suc- 
cessful ambition and gratified vanity, of winch Ralegh had 
hinwlffrhnred largely. 41 And lor yourself h. ” lie observes, 
“seeing your fair day is hut now m the d’wu, and mine 
dr, iwn to the evening, your own virtues an i the King’s 
grace assuring you of many honors, J bor« eh you not to 
begm your first building upon the ruins of the innocent; 
and that their sorrows, with mine, may not attend your 
fust plantation.-)-” Rut Ralegh, in his application to Car, 
appealed not to a generous, and honorable, young favorite 
of fortune, like Essex, who would rather have impoverished 
himself than “have cut down the tree for the fnnt, and un- 
dergone the curse of them that enter the lields of the 
fatherless }” Somerset Was, from Ins early nurtiue in a 
siiboidnnte station, weak and pliable, and incapable of 
greatness, although originally, until ensnared by the al- 
Juiements of a depraved woman, of a gentle* and alllihle 
IlHpo-ition } Resides, there w ere other sufficient reasons 
that Somerset should not, incline to the li'qneds of one 
wlio emoye.l the friendship of Prmce Henry ; a bitter jeal- 
ousy bn ! h of the King’s favor, and a still more dangerous 
rivalry in the affections of tlie J,adv Frances Howard, at 
this tune subsisting between those two distinguished per- 9 
soiiages. || 

In regard to the residue of his property, Ralegh was 

* llaron’p Lettorn by Stephen'*, SO 
t TO t lull's l.elt» r to Car, m Cayley, vol. ii 43. 

§ Wilsoa, 700. 


J Ibid vol ii. to. 
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Scarcely less unfortunate than with respect to Sherborne. 
The extent of any other estates which lie possessed has not 
been ascertained. Some proofs remain of Ins having been 
the owner of a house at Islington, near the clmrch^v Inch 
was stated by tradition to have belonged to Sir AValftr J{«- 
legh, the insertion of Ins arms, and sevei al ol<l account-books 
which were found in it, confirming that idea. There is 
no evidence that a scat at West Uorseley m Surrey, aiier- 
wards occupied by lus son, and also decorated with the 
family arms, ever belonged to Sir Walter Ralegh. ith 
regard to ins residence m London, it frequently change »d 
from Somerset House, St. James’s, and Durham House: 
in all of these places he is supposed to have had upnitmenN : 
and in the latter, which Aubrey describes as a noble pa!. me, 
he is stated to have had a study, “ which,” says that w i iter, 
“J well remember, on a little turret that looked into and 
over the Thames, and had the prospect which is plea^mt, 
perhaps, as any in the world, and which not only rcfrcH.es 
the ejc-siglit, but cheers the spirits, and (to speake mv 
mind) 1 believe enlarges an ingeniose man’s thoughts 
Ralegh afterwards sold a house at Mitcham m Surrey, for 
the sum of twenty- five thousand pounds, in order to enable 
him to prosecute Ins last voyage to (juiana.f 

In 10(14, all his goods and chattels were, by the King’s 
grant, given over to trustees of Ralegh’s appointing, to be 
sold for the benefit oflns creditor, and of his lady and Ins 
children. J To then' proceedings there were some obHi no- 
tions, from the knavery of those upon whose prompt and 
honest assistance Ralegh had a peculiar right to depend. 
Sandcrsou, a gentleman by birth, father of the histon.ni of 
that name, had married Margaret Snedale, a niece of Sir 
Walter Ralegh’s, and was on that account empowered to 
receive considerable sums from the ofiice of wines and 
other charges, with which Ralegh had been m the days of 
his prospemy intrusted. Upon an account of these being 
required, Sanderson, with .shameless dishonesty, not only 
declined giving up the proceeds, but attempted to put m a 
claim of* two thousand pounds upon Sir Walter’s estate. 
An action was therefore commenced agamst min, and he 
was found liable to the demand, and thrown into prison.} 

* Aubrey’s MSS 

t O-^ervations on Sanderson's History Tntrodurt. 10 

l Birch, 08, from Kymer's F©dera. § rajluy s Life, vol. ii p 40. 
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This act of justice is thought to have provoked the enmity 
of Sanderson’s son, who inherited the assurance and treach- 
ery for which only his father was remarkable. Becoming 
seeretaA to the Earl of Holland, who was chancellor of 
Cambridge, this younger Sanderson was turned out of the 
university foV receiving 1 bribes from scholars and bachelors 
to make them doctors of divinity upon an occasion of fes- 
tivity ; and “ Sanderson’s doctors.” were long proverbial at 
that seminary of learning, os a term for assumption and 
knavery. By his marriage with the Queen’s laundress, 
Sanderson was afterwards initiated into that partial, ven- 
omous species of information which the base know best how 
to glean, and the \mdictive how to apply. In his History 
of Alary Queen of Scots, and of her son James, this truly 
reprehensible writer has endeavored to levcd the groutest. 
men to the standard which he best understood ; and revers- 
ing the admonition of the wise mail, showed that he nei- 
ther forgot nor spared Jus own nor Ins father's enemies. 
Ralegh came, therefore, under the severity of his scourge ; 
and had not historians of indisputable accuracy knowledge, 
and impartiality, agreed in condemning Sanderson ns nn 
author of no credit,* posterity, affixing much importance to 
the testimony of a contemporary writer, might have done 
lamentable injustice to the memory of one who committed 
doubtless many errors, but not the gross and heinous sms 
which Sanderson has hud to his charge, f 
Thus, whilst the law m one instance with unjust exact- 
ness and rigor, gave away one portion of the unfortunate 
RciJeuh’s property, Jus character suffered even m the en- 
deavor to redeem another which had been unjustly wrested 
from him. To add to the trouble and anxiety incident to 
the first of these proceedings, suspicion now arose, on the 
part of the government, of Ralegh’s participation m the 
gunpowder plot, that conspiracy being di&eovcred during 
his impr.somnent It was, perhaps, in reference to 
these surmises, or to the dread of his obtaining too 1 
great popularity, that a letter was about this time ad- 
dressed by fchr William Wade to the Earl of Salisbury, 


* Hfjlin, in Ins L.xnrncn Histonriiin geo Ad vert moment to Ob on 
Sar.dorionN Hist Birch, Oldys Catley, Ralegh's Biog , are perhaps 
partial oiidoncc, at least the two latter * 

f Sec Sanderson's Hist. James, pp 40], 4G2. 
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before whom, as it appears, Ralegh had been taken and 
examined. 

“ Sir Walter Ralcgli sitlicnce his being before your Tjord- 
ship (whereof notice is generally taken) dotli shctAnr^elf 
upon the wall in his garden to the view of the poi^Ie, who 
ga/.e upon lmn, and lie staretli on them. Winch he doth 
in his cunning humor, that it might be thought hi* being 
before your iiordship was rather to clear than to clmigc 
him. And so lie cballengeth Ins keeper, that your J.oid- 
slnp gave him new liberty, for his son to go abroad, and ins 
physician to resort to him. Winch, I assure your Lord- 
ship, lie useth only to justify himself; and the woild e.v- 
pectoth ratlier farther restraint than liberty. Winch made 
me bold in discretion and convemency to restrain turn 
again, and meet with Ins indiscreet humor, until your 
Lordship shall otherwise order.*” This document shows 
that Ralegh had experienced some alleviations of the se- 
verity of Ins confinement, at tiie instances of Cecil ; but 
Wade, on the contrary, appears, fiom his own act unit, to 
have been a rigid and suspicious keeper ; and to ha\ e ui god 
rather the cnlbi cement than the relaxation of seventy. 
Unhappily, Ralegh’s constitution was now irremediably 
broken by his long privation of the live enjoyments of 
exorcise and change of scene, and an anticipation of ap- 
proaching death is obvious in a letter which he addressed 
to the Queen in JGll.f An extreme shortness of hi ruth 
made lnm, to use his own expression, in referring to the 
schemes which lie still cherished respecting (Imana, “ re- 
Folve that God had otherwise disposed of that business, and 
of him/ In the same atlecting strain he laments th.it he 
despaired of obtaining so much grace as to be allowed to 
walk with his keeper up the hill witluy the Tower; an l 
piteously referred to the hardship of being “shut up idler 
eight years of durance, as straiglitly as before; and the 
punishment due to other men’s extreme negligence laid 
altogether upon Ills patience and obedience.” His larter 
passage referred, probably, to some passing occurrence, 
perhaps the escape of some state prisoners. Rut his forti- 
tude had now nearly deserted him ; and in the same letter 
to the Queen, lie declares that it were a “ suit for more 

** Birch's Collection m Brit. Museum. 41G0. cxxin. Cayley, 241. 

fin the Statu Taper Office. See App. 



LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 


203 

fitting the hardline of his destiny to desire to die once foi 4 
all, anil thereby to give end to the miseries of this life, than 
to strive* against the ordinance of God, who is a true judge 
of his ^oconce.” 

Jtalrapi was not, however, without his companions in 
misfortune ; and amongst those were some men distinguish- 
ed both lor their rank and acquirements. Of these, the 
mo't conspicuous was Ilenry Percy, Karl of Northumber- 
land, who had interceded for Ralegh with the king at an 
early period of this reign. This nobleman had been sus- 
pected of some concern in the gunpowder plot, from the 
mere circumstance of Ins kinsman, and agent m the north, 
Thomas Percy, one of the conspirators, having called at 
Sum house, on Ins journey to I /union, n few days before the 
discovery of that famous treason. Uj>on this suspicion, 
followed by a star-chamber accusation, the Karl was com- 
mitted to the Tower, where hi* remained fifteen |p~| 
years; quitting his unmerited imprisonment two 1 * ' 

years after Ralegh was also rid eased from *1 Jn addition 
to llus decree, Northumberland was deprived of all his 
oil’ cos nnd condemned to pay a fine of thirty thousand 
pounds, — a sum which was appropriated to the payment of 
111* 1 (|n ecu’s debts.* ‘ Rut the Karl had powerful friends, 
and Hi truly connexions; and upon his release, rcasbuined a 
degree of splendor and consequence which the ruined state 
of Ralegh could never entitle him again •:> maintain. 
Such u.i» the pridi of the highly-descended Perry, that, 
shortly after Jus restoration, hearing that tin* duke of Ruck- 
liigh.im had six heroes to his coach, he appeared with eight; 
and m that style travelled from Rath to l/uidon’ an equip- 
age the more remarkable, as the species of conveyance 
which he adopted had been rare, even with two horses, in 
the late Queen’s reign. \ Notwithstanding tins act of folly, 
the earl was a reflective uid intelligent man ; the patron 
of sciei oe; and in his pursuits, of a taste congenial to that 
of Ralegh. Harriot, Miers, and Warner, eminent for their 
mathematical acquirements, shared and enlivened Jus cap- 
tivity ; and. Sergeant Iloskyn*, and l)r. Lionel Sharpe, , 
were also committed to the Tower during the course of 
Ralegh’s continuance in it. Sharpe had been chaplain to 
the Karl of Essex and to Prince Henry ; hut was imprisoned 
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•‘for .one year, upon suspicion of having suggested to Ser- 
geant Hoskyns some obnoxious allusions which that lawyer 
introduced into a bold speech made by him in tlfe House oY 
Commons.* Hoskyns, who had acquired the repletion of 
a poet, is said to have played “ The Aristarchus* to lia- 
legh, during their mutual seclusion from more enlarged 
society.! The conversation of these persons proved, no 
doubt, a source of recreation and amusement to Ralegh ; 
but it is probable the chief solace of his retirement con- 
sisted in the schemes which he had never wholly relin- 
quished, and which he now again prosecuted with vigor, 
for the second investigation of Guiana. One great obstacle 
to this object was removed by the death of Cecil ; for that 
minister had ever been resolutely opposed to the plans 
1P1 2 whfch Ralegh, at various times, proposed to the 
' King with respect to tins remote territory. Salis- 
bury, of whom it was said that lie was the “ first ill treas- 
urer and the last good since the days of Queen Elizabeth,!” 
died on the twenty-eighth of May, at Marlborough, on ins 
road from Rath, whither he had gone as a last resource for 
the cure of complicated- diseases, at length terminating in 
consumption.} Alter cruel and lingering suireritigs, the 
mind of this indefatigable and ambitious statesman was 
not only resigned to the approach of death, but eager to 
receive the last awful summons from a weary existence. 
“Ease and pleasure,” said the dying minister, “quake to 
hear of death ; but my life, full of cares and miseries, de- 
sircth to be dissolved. ||” In lus latter moments, retaining 
all the collectcdness and tenacity of memory for which he 
was remarkable, lie manifested also the patience and hope 
of a Christian; such as is said to “have brought joy into 
the sorrow of those around him, in their greatest discom* 
forts giving full assurance of their best hapymiess.il” The 
King, the Queen, and the Prince severally sent him to- 
kens of their regard and sj mpathy, almost too late to af- 
ford happiness to a mind bent on higher consolations than 
the favor of princes. Although unpopular, probably on 


* Birch’s Mem. of P Henry, 63. 
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account partly of his inclosures of Hatfield Chase, and oc* 
cupation of the palace there, which he had exchanged 
with the king for Theobald’s, partly from his conduct to 
Rulegji, and partly, probably, from his near relationship to 
Cobhaiti, whose sister he had married,* Salisbury was al- 
lowed to possess dexterity and judgment, which were more 
fully appreciated when his successor, the Karl of Suffolk, 
a man of small capacity, came into power, f The expe- 
dients adopted by Cecil for replenishing the treasury, which 
James dispersed among unworthy favorites, had both refer- 
cnce to public convenience, and a regard to the mainte- 
nance of the royal dignity. He obtained a great yearly 
revenue by bargaining that, the New River water should 
be brought to Jjondon; but it was not till after his death 
that the disgraceful practice was begun of selling the 
order of Iwronet, which he had introduced in imitation of 
Edward III., or that other expedients were adopted equally 
unworthy of the sovereign whose profusion occasioned, or 
whose weakness permitted, such depredations. 

There was a prophecy in King James i reign, “ that 
Salisbury’s crazy body should yield before l'nncc Hen- 
ry’s): alluding, probably, to those arts of poisoning to 

which all persons of rank or influence were remarkably 
exposed at this era. It was not long; however, before this 
accomplished young prince, in falling a victim to a malig- 
nant fever, confirmed that part of the prophecy by which 
u. might be implied, that his destiny and that of Cecil, in 
respect to the period of their deaths, were united.} 

Concerning the cause of the Prince’s malady strange 
rumors were afloat, circulated, not only by vulgar acclama- 
tion, hut by means of the individuals most in the vicinity, 
.and even in the secrets, of the court. |j Yet, to those who 
carefully follow the progress of his disorder, and consider 
the delay of administering medical aid, and the time thus 
afforded to the aggravation of tiie disease, and who mark 
the feebleness and inefficiency of the remedies which were 
applied to the violent symptoms which his disorder from 
its first appearance manifested, it will not appear extraor- « 
dinary that an attack, apparently trifling in the beginning, 
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should have proved mortal, in days when the application 
of “cloven pigeons*” to tho feet, and other equally puerile 
efforts, were deemed advisable by the unscientific and em- 
barrassed physicians usually in attendance. The Prince 
began to decline in health in September, complaining of 
pain and giddiness in the liead.f After removing from 
place to place lor change of nir, he took up his abode at St. 
James’s on the 23th of October, about winch time he wils 
occasionally confined to bed. As the autumn advinced, 
his indisposition increased ; and a drowsiness and coldness 
ill his head created in the mind of the sufferer Jnmself a 
suspicion that he had imbibed what was then called “the 
disease,” a species of lever supposed to have been brought 
from Tlunga ry.J These indications of sickness appear, 
however, to have excited but hltle attention fiom his own 
family, although the paleness of his countenance, and the 
change ill his temper, which displayed alternate fits of apa- 
thy and of irritability, were perceptible to all who cnMially 
beheld him on public occasions. Jt was remarkable, that 
on one of the last occasions of public worship that this la- 
mented prince ever attended, the text of the sermon was 
taken from that fine jiassnge of .lob, beginning, “ Man, that 
is born of a woman, is of short continuance, anil of long 
trouble.}” On the second of November, he dined with the 
King and tho Prince-palatine, who was shortly afterwanis 
married to the Lady Elizabeth, scarcely Iopr the idol of the 
nation than the Prince her brother. This was tho last 
social enjoyment in which he was able to participate, his 
malady increasing rapidly, and, to all appearance, hope- 
lessly. In this slate of public dismay, the Queen, who 
fondly loved a son, rather a source of pride than an object 
of affection to her royal consort, remembered that Ralej/h 
had formerly administered lo her with success medicine of 
his own com loosing, which has since obtained the popular 
name of ins cordial. It is said that the reward winch Ra- 
legh required m the first instance for giving the specific 
was, that Cobham should be rc-exammed, a demand as 
creditable to his innocence as it was infamous to his coun- 
try, m which justification could not then be obtained with- 
out either bribery or interest lie was now enjoined to 

•See Birch's Life of Prince Henry, 270., also Aul. Coq. 154. 
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lend the aid of hits invention for a purpose, if possible, <ft* 
even gi eater moment than the fruitlohS attempt to clear 
his blasted fame; and was commanded by the Queen to 
bond it lor the benelit of the dying Prince. By some 
writers a different stoiy is told ; ami it is asserted that the 
Queen herself, being given over by the physicians as in- 
< uinble, the skill of Ralegh was resorted to with success; 
and that it. was on tins occasion that Coblmm was In ought 
lorth fiom his ignominious seclusion to corroboiatc or deny 
Ins statements lespecting Ralegh, m presence of six lords 
sent by the King to examine him. By the same authority 
it is stated, that <\>bliam declared that Wade had tinged 
flic written document produced as his evidence against 
Ralegh, having jnoeuied the wretched peer's signature to 
a blank piece of paper.* The lords, on returning to Lord 
Salisbury, are s«ud to have commissioned 1dm to inform the 
King; that Cobliam “had subscribed to all that he had 
written;” a stratagem which, if praoti.-ed, wottld have 
been base in the extreme; but this anecdote is extremely 
improbable, Cohliam being witli difficulty 1> ought to sub- 
scribe to any examination, and therefore rot very likely to 
put bis name thus incautiously to a document, m which 
anything whatsoever might be inserted, f It is however 
certain, that, cither during the illness of the Queen, or of 
the Prince, Ralegh availed himself of his transitory import- 
ance, as a man of science, to procure the examination of 
Coblmm, who is dated on that occasion to have ucquitted 
linn of all that had been hole re alleged. Whatever may 
have been the boon promised for the trial of the cordial, or 
whether it were^granted at this critical period, or during 
the illness of the Queen, it is singular that he, who had 
been charged with conspiring to extirpate the King and 
•Lis family, should have been intrusted with the adminis- 
tration of any potion to them, the ingredients of winch 
were i nknovvn. Ralegh, expressing a tender concern for 
the fate of Ins young patron, complied, however, with the 
t injunction of her Majesty, but accompanied the cordial 
* with n letter, purporting that the remedy would cure tlieg 
Prince or aTiy other person of a fever, except in case of 
poison.]; The cordial was received by the Prince’s attend- 

* Welilnn r Court anti Character of King James, 12mo. p. 33. 
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ftnts, was tasted, proved, and given to the expiring youth, 
hut with no other success than that of procuring some rest.* 
It was not indeed, very probable, that the remedy which 
had been given with success to the Queen, who had a 
dropsy, could have a beneficial effect in a fever ; but the 
belief m specifics was then universal, and Ralegh was not, 
probably, sufficiently profound in medical science to dis- 
credit their efficacy. The vital energy of the young 
Prince’s frame was now unimppily destroyed ; and repealed 
attacks of convulsion and of death-like faint mgs had at 
times given birth to the report that life had already fled. 
Nothing could arrest the hand of death ; and this bud of 
promise yielded to it on the sixth of November, a tier an ill- 
ness obviously of twelve days’ continuance, but, in all prob- 
ability, for somp weeks threatening lias existence before it 
was discovered. 

The general impression that some foul conspiracy or pri- 
vate vengeance had cut short the days of the* royal youth, 
displayed itself immediately after his decease. The King, 
unwilling, as it w r as said, to remain so near the gates of 
sorrow, had removed from the metropolis, where the young 
prince died, to Theobald’s, there to await the event. The 
Queen, resting upon the rash assertion of Ralegh in his 
letter to her, affirmed till her last hour that her lamented 
son had been poisoned. f Upon the dissolution of his house- 
hold, his chaplain alluded so plainly and so pathetically to 
the supposed cause of Ins death, that the audience were 
melted into tears, and the preacher was afterwards dis- 
missed fi-r his rashness-t Some time afterwards, when an 
investigation of the murder of Sir Thomfc* (herbury was 
discussed, the liord Chief Justice Coke plainly intimated 
that Ovcrbury had been miudcrcd to prevent the discovery 
of anotheg crime, committed on one of the highest rank, 
whom he termed a “sweet prince.” For tins allusion 
Coke lost the King’s favor, and sonic time afterwards his 
office. ' 

The solution of these mysterious remarks was variously * 
attempted by those who pretended to opportunities of form- 
ing a correct judgment. Of Ralegh’s opinion on the sub- 
ject, wc have no evidence, nor would prudence have per- 
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mitlcd him to jom in the populaT insinuations so dangerous 
to others, an<l so certain of destruction to himself. Sir Robert 
IVaunton, thou m the sen ice of Overbury! the friend and 
tutor of Car, declared, m a letter to Sir Ralph Wnmood, 
that he 41 held it not lit to write what lie conceived, and loss 
lit to address it to Ins corres|xindent, who was then in situ- 
ations of trust and honor.” Rumors of a dark but almost 
ubsuiil tendency were carried about; — some asserting that 
Ihe Prince was poisoned by a bunch of grapes ; others, that 
an envenomed pair of gloves had communicated a subtle 
jioi.son to Ins head,* the jmiii principally lying in that part, 
winch was found after Ins death partly Idled w T ith water.f 
The person agamsf whom these insinuations were chiefly 
levelled was Car, Viscount Rochester, now in the height 
of the absurd favor winch James had tor some time lavished 
upon lnm. Yet there were those who attributed a shai c 
m the untimely death of the Pi nice to the Spaniards, 
whose power aud policy he opposed, or to the Catholics in 
general, whose opinions lie detested with nu re zeal than 
candor or good sense.} Others there also were, who, m 
sf'cret and guarded terms, ventured uven to glance at the 
King as die instigator or assenter to a crime too heinous 
and too unnatural for the soul of Juinc? to contemplate 
without hoiror. ]t was, perhaps, the indiscreet and heart- 
less conduct of that monarch on this occasion winch in- 
spired “licit suspicions, lie forbade all mourning in Ins 
court, — a circumstance, by no means, however, unprece- 
dented, since, after the death of Queen Elizabeth, the for- 
eign ambassador^ were forbidden to appear belbre die 
King in mourning, and die court was only allowed to wear 
that tribute of respect lor two mondis} ; and he was ccjually 
negligent m observing that form when bis own consoit 
died. Thu black imputation winch lias been cast upon 
him is unsupported by any evidence of more weight than 
the gossip and slander of his own court; and it is piobablc 
that, bad not the disclosures of the infamous Mrs. Turner 
been brought to light, the alarm of poison would not have 
been so rapidly conveyed to the public mind, nor so readily 
cherished when implanted. It was ulso, probably, com- 
pletely discredited by diosc who had witnessed die dutiful 


* Wilson, CTO. 


t A nl Coq 154. 

x YViIaun, m 

S 2 

$ Ibid. 681. note. 



.010 LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 

and discreet conduct of the young Prince towards his 
father, who at times had been inclined to censure his son’s 
readiness in entering into public affairs, and even into the 
regulation of his own household.* 

Whilst the death of Prince 1 fenry precluded all hope of 
permanent sunshine settling upon the path of Ralegh, that 
of Cecil produced no peculiar benefit to his interests. Cir- 
cumstances combining, as it might appear, from mere ac- 
cident, eventually paved the way, however, to a change, 
seemingly propitious to the restitution of his fortunes. In 
1C514, he was allowed the liberty of the Tow’cr ; a privi- 
lege which lie owed either to the tranquillity of domestic 
afihirs, or possibly to the intercession of the Queen. Rut 
this permission was not enjoyed without the alloy of hear- 
ing that his eldest son Walter w T as obliged to escape into 
the Low t Countries, on account of a duel m which lie had 
been engaged with Mr. Robert Tyrwliit, a dependant of 
the Earl of Suffolk, who had succeeded Cecil as Lord High 
Treasurer.! The issue of tins affair has not transpired ; 
and it can he inferred only that the necessity for absence 
was merely temporary, from the return of the youth, and 
his subsequent employment in the enterprise to Guiana. 
Meanwhile, singular events and changes had taken place 
in the English court. 

Car, now Earl of Somerset, had for some time hoen ob- 
Tiovioiis to the greater pari of the austocraey, and at open 
enmity to Ihe queen, who, from some secret persuasion 
respect’ng the mode of Prince Henry's death, had never 
consented to see the favorite since tlmt event; a line of 
conduct the more remarkable, as the thoughtless and profli- 
gnle Anne of Denmaik h.td nc^er, in any other instance, 
been sufficiently aroused from a career of frivolity and a 
liih of Hk gnificance, to interfere in any public transac- 
tion t Intrigues of the blackest character, and murder, ag- 
gravated by every artifice of cruelty, had for some time 
linen gradually worked out of the dark mine in which their 
iniquitous agents had found means to conceal these heinous 
ciiines. Ralegh, in his imprisonment, might compare his 
fate with that of the unfortunate Hir Thomas Overbury, 
who now 7 shared the gloomy confinement to which so many 
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in those days of arbitrary power were destined, without 
the privilege of being heard, or the satisfaction of legal 
defence. That unhappy man, guilty in having communi- 
cation with the guilty, had died a victim to the lingering 
poisons of Somerset and his accomplices, infused into every 
article of his food, and even into the salt with which his 
meat was seasoned.* * * § The conspiracy by which hi# death 
was accomplished, was revealed by one of its meanest 
members, the apothecary’s boy who administered the last 
poison; and Sir Ralph Wm wood, formerly ambassador m 
the Netherlands, assisted by the Queen, brought the whole 
matter before the King and council. Rut little would dis- 
covery have availed to the punishment of the delinquents, 
had not James found a new object, upon which to lavish 
the weak fondness of a heart indifferent to its natural and 
nearest tics. 

George Villicrs, afterwards Puke of Rockingham, and 
the instrument of Ralegh’s release from iho Tower, was 
now considered as the rising favorite. Kdmvied by a care- 
ful imrl provident mother, herself raised from a low sta- 
tion to he the second wife of Jus father, .1 I eicestershirc 
knight, Villicrs was trained in the c.vpeotation of his one 
day becoming a courtierf; and, being a younger «on, with 
some management furnished with the sum of fifty pounds, 
and sent up to Tendon. Possessed of a snuj’dnr and com- 
manding beauty, of an open and happy countenance,! and 
of a calm and pliant temper, Villicrs sewn attracted the 
notice of the King, who was captivated with Jus personal 
advantages, and was afterwards wont to give him the namo 
of Stency, or Stephen, in an allusion, both adulatory and 
profane, to the solemn occasion of which it is recorded that 
* ? ‘lho council, looking stcdfaslly” on that apostle, “saw 
his fare as if it had been the face of an anij( 1.}” “Favored 
rather by the Graces than the Muses,” and endowed with 
acquirements more brilliant than solid, but displacing 
eventually both courage as a soldier, and in civil life 1 , Vil- 
licrs was compared to that darling of the chivalrous part of 
the nation, Jinuidon, Puke of SutIolk,|| in the time of Ilenry 9 
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VIII. This accomplished nobleman* had never, however, 
been admitted to tho&e marks of Hu or which almost imme- 
diately succeeded the introduction of* } oung VjIIkts to 
James. The King took him instantly to be his cup-bearer, 
an office by which he was retained in the presence of the 
monarch, without awakening the jealous suspicions of the 
ibrmefrfevonlc ; and lie was soon ullerw ards made a gent io- 
man of the bed-chamber. From tins time, the rum of Som- 
erset proceeded with rapid strides. The King, who had 
evidently some private reasons for endeavoring to avoid 
irritating his former idol, dissembled, indeed, with him m 
the matter of Ovorbury, whilst he pretended, in Ins com- 
munications with the judges, the utmost zeal for the fm- 
thcrance of justice. It was during the rise of young Vil- 
1615 ^ lcrs distinctions of royal fiiv or, that 

Ralegh, after an imprisonment of twelve years, be- 
gan to hope once more for the enjoyment of that liberty 
which he knew so well how to employ. Of the measures 
which he adopted to procure his liberation little is known, 
except this melancholy and scandalous fact, that it was not 
from the relenting sense of justice m the King, or even 
from Ins mercy, that Ralegh had to expect tins long-craved 
boon. In those times, public honor was perhaps at its low- 
est ebb, and bribery most upheld in shameless effrontery. 
It was essential therefore, and jierhaps might be excusable, 
where the greatest blessing of life was concerned, to bend 
to the corruptions of the times ; and Ralegh, who had for- 
merly descended to receive, from others, payment for lus 
good offices at court, was now constrained to try the poten- 
cy of similar inducements to others. Accordingly, lie paid 
to Sir William Samt John, and Sir Kdward Villiers, the 
uncles of the new favorite, the sum of fifteen hundred 
pounds; and by tins means obtained, with the mediation of 
the Lady v illiers, the mother of Buckingham, his final re- 
lease.! A few months before this event, lie had the singu- 
lar fete to behold Somerset, long triumphant w hilst he lan- 
guished in confinement, and the usurper of his valued 
1 estate of Sherborne, conducted, as a prisoner, to the Tower. 
Respecting this vicissitude, Ralegh observed, “that the 
whole history of the world had not the like precedent, of 
a king's prisoner to purchase freedom, and his bosom fevor- 
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jte to have the halter, but in Scripture, in the case of Mor* 
decai and Raman.” Upon being apprized of this remark, 
the King is said to have observed, “that Ralegh might die 
in that deceit* a singular proof of James's inveterate die- 
like to this persecuted subject, and a most disgraceful one 
of the monarch’s secret, and afterwards fulfilled intentions 
to uphold the sinner in his ways. • 

On the 17th of March 1615, Ralegh was liberated, and 
on the same day he addressed to Villiers the following 
hitter : — 

“Sir, — You have, by your mediation, put me again into 
the world. I can but acknowledge it : ibr to pay any part 
of your iiivor, by any service of mine, as yet is not m my 
power. If it succeed well, a good part of the honor shall 
bo yonrs : and if I do not also make it profitable unto you, 1 
shall show rnyself excelling ungrateful. In the mean- 
while, and till God discover the success, I beseech you to 
reckon me among the lfumbcr of your faithful servants, 
though the least able. 

«W. RYLEGII.t” 


CHAPTER VIT. 

Knloelff! TV«i{jns with rrcanl to Gtnann.— TTh la^t Vniage thilhor — Ita 
mifiirliiii.ttr hvi<* — Hi*. Return —Apprehension —Trial —Death — Ac- 
count d| iiib Literal y Works, ami Character. * 

It is interesting to conjecture what are likely to be the 
reflections, and the first efforts of an able and ambitious 
man, the restlessness of whose active mind has been long 
repressed by despair, and the co-operating energy of whoso 
bodily exertions diminished, if not .annihilated, by the rhill- 
mc* quietude of imprisonment. In returning to wlmt Ra- 
legh might almost deem a renewed existence, he cherished 
witn most avidity the fruition of hopes winch had been 
nurtured ui seclusion, and rushed with the greatest degree 
of ardor into .schemes, to which, by contrast with the drea- 
riness and monotony of the foregoing years, a false bril- 
liuncy had been imparted. 

T t has been remarked, in the course of this narrative, 
SL 
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r that his inclinations had been eaily directed to maritime 
pursuits, with a greater zest than to any other moans of 
acquiring fiime ; a preference resulting, probably, from the 
associations of h:s infancy with those whose lives were 
sedulously passed m advancing the interests of navigation. 
As nmturer age brought to Ins view the n/lvantuges of 
speculation to his rising fortunes, Ralegh laid continued Ins 
naval exploits with the avidity with which rneieantile oc- 
cupations are usually followed, and with the boldness and 
determination which characterize avail ike aftans. fu th'* 
decline of life, ho now regal deal his former resea eJies m 
• remote countries a* a re-ource, by the aid of which he 
might raise Jus name lioni degradat um, and his condition to 
afliucncc and honor. In a retirement of twelve years' um- 
tinuance, schemes of fresh entoi prise and exeition had 
been his solace and employment, and the lir^t acquisition 
of liberty was devoted to the fruition of these cherished de- 
signs. Unhappily for him, his plans paitook of that spmt 
of romance arid temerity which a long seclusion fiom gene- 
ral society sometimes engendci s ; and the hopes with which 
he adorned the prospects of futurity, were lavished upon 
grounds not calculated to bring him an equitable produce. 
In order to comprehend fully the merits of the undertaking 
upon which his solitary meditations were employed, it is 
necessary to refer to the exertions which Ralegh had made, 
at a former period of lus life, m promoting the extension 
of maritime discovery. 

It were tedious to recapitulate the voyage which he 
made to Guiana m 151)5. Since that fruitless expedition, 
it might appear that important occupations, and repeated 
anxieties and vicissitudes, w'onhl have banished all future 
projects of the same nature from the mind of Ralegh. 
During tho life of Cecil it was, indeed, hopeless to en- 
deavor tr procure liberty; and, if liberty, permission for 
the renewal of this scheme. By a letter in the State Paper 
Office, it is evident that Ralegh found the opposition of 
that minister insurmountable;. for, addressing the Queen,* 
he mforms her that he ha.l lately presumed to send her 
Majesty the copy of a letter written to the Cord Treasurer 
concerning Guiana; and that “there was nothing done 
therein, he could not but wonder with the world, did not 


See Appendix, R. 
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fhc malice of tho world exceed the wisdom thereof” “ la 
none own respect,” lie continues, “ tlie ever-living God 
doth witness tlrat I never sought such on employment; for 
nil the gold on the earth could not invite me to travel after 
misery and dentil, both \\ Inch 1 had been more likely to have 
overtaken in that voyage, than to have returned from it.” 
The design of revisiting Guiana was, as he affirms, revived 
entirely for the approving of his faith to the King, “and 
to have done him such a service as had seldom been per- 
formed for any king*” But James, influenced by Cecil, 
cud by Ralegh’s other enemies at eourt, listened to the 
supplications of tho Queen, and In all other mediators for 
the unhappy prisoner, only to reply to them m these 
words: — “That his council knew him better than he did.” 
Some indications of a ideating spirit on the part of gov- 
ernment, appeajed, however, towards the hitter years of 
Ralegh's imprisonment. (■ In aid of ihese, his own personal 
eveitions, and the small remains of his property, had been 
continually applied. Even m tunes of difficulty and dis- 
tress, he had been able to send a vessel even year to 
Guiana, to reassure the hopes of the affright* d Indians, 
who were perpetually liable to the invasions and outrages 
of l In' Spanish Colonies in South America. Jfy the ships 
thus dispatched, natives of the province had been occa- 
sion illy brought to England, and allowed to communicate 
w it h Ralegh in the Tower.); After the death ol Cecil, and 
upon tho appointment of Sir Ralph Win wood to tho office 
of Secretary of fcltate, RaJegh retimed ins propo- . 
sals, and m a letter to him, declared it to be his own 1 
greatest infelicity, that the King “did ivor know him as 
those eomUors pretended to do; lor, had his Majesty 
krfown him, he would never have been where he then 
was ; or, had lie known his Majesty, they had never been 
so long where they then were.” 

To the "irtherance of his designs, the patronage, or at 
lea'st the indulgence, of the court, was far more essential 
than his individual eflhrtsj and Ralegh, with a perseverance 
not to be daunted, resolved to address himself, again and 
again, to that source, humbly to supplicate permission to 
venture the wreck of his fortunes, and the remaining 

* See Original letter. \ Hai leian Miscel.aoy, in. 145. 

X Ralegh’s Apol. for the Voyage to Guiana, ta Birch, vol. it. p. 52, 53 
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ifiir strength of an enfeebled constitution, in the service 
°* of his country. In Sir Ralph Winwood lie met 
with a degree of indulgence and encouragement to which 
he had long been a stranger. Winwood had but recently 
acquired a justly merited portion of influence, from w Inch 
he had been precluded during the prosperity r of Somerset ; 
who, although occupying the less important office of cham- 
berlain, had engrossed the actual control of all state em- 
ployments, and had suffered no places nor favors to hr 

f iven away except by lus own hands, or through his ack- 
nowledged mediation.* Upon the disgrace of Somerset, 
Winwood had a transitory enjoyment of real authority, 
which was closed, however, by his death, in less than two 
years, worn out by age, and still more by the fatigues of 
an active and anxious career. To him, Ralegh now, how- 
ever, addressed a letter, induced, probably, to hope for a 
favorable reply to his petitions, from the integrity of Win- 
wood, who required no bribery from suitors to enforce the 
justice of their petitions, and by his well-known abilities 
and attainments, which might enable the veteran ambas- 
sador justly to appreciate schemes of public utility. It 
was, also, a circumstance of some avail to Ralegh, that Sir 
Ralph was in close union with the Queen, who, in con- 
junction with the secretary, had formed the rival party to 
Somerset and to his factionf ; for it is evident, from the 
whole tenor of Anne’s conduct to Ralegh, that she was 
fully sensible of his innocence, and persuaded of the loyalty 
of his actions and motives. To this favorable disposition, 
Ralegh, in his letter to Sir Ralph Winwofld, on this occa- 
sion, makes a pointed allusion, when lie observes, that “ the 
wife, the brother, and the son of a King, do not use to sue 
for men suspect.! 1 ’ Seconded by friends fo powerful, and 
possessing in tho Queen one who during the short remain- 
der of h» r life never forsook him, it might seem that Ra- 
legh’s days of prosperity had now returned with renewed 
freshness ; vet never was he in a condition of more immi- 
nent peril than at this juncture, when, emerging apparent- 
ly from obscurity and distvess, he hastened into snares 
which were curiously connected with the political concerns 
and intrigues of the period. • ^ 

* Wilson's James I., p 698. Grainger, i. p. 381. f Wilson, p. 606. 

X Letter in Cayley, vol. li. p. 58. See Appendix. 
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It had ever been a determined project with King James, 
that the 41 beams” of Ins eldest son’s greatness should dis- 
play themselves only in a royal horizon.* The death of 
Prince Henry had occasioned no change in his plan ; for 
that lamented youth, although far more beloved by the 
people than the serious and reserved Prince Charles, had 
never either shared the affections, nor participated m the 
intimacy, of the King. The inclinations of James were 
well understood at the Spanish Court, and his hopes per- 
petually excited of an union between the house of Stuart 
and the Infanta of Spain, daughter of Philip III. The 
treaty, however, proceeded but slowly, partly from the 
natural caution and grouty of the Sjiaiiish character, and 
partly, as it was thought, from a dread winch the Spaniards 
entertained, of renewing a species of bond and alliance, 
which had proved so disastrous between them in the in- 
stance of Henry VIII. and Katharine of Arragon.f It was 
during tins uncertain state of affairs that Don Diego of 
Sarmicnto, better known in this country by the name of 
Gondeinar, was selected by the Spanish mmibliv to act os 
ambassador in England; not, indeed, without w '\l-ground- 
ed expectations that his address, vivacity, and < oiisummato 
effrontery, would work upon the simplicity of James, and 
reduce linn wholly to a conformity to the interests of Spain. 
Furnished not only with all the requisites of an expert 
courtier, but with ample means of bribery and corruption, 
Gondemur soon contrived to bring the most liripornmt per- 
sonages, whether male or female, m the court, into a close 
compact with him, and into a full co-operation with his in- 
trigues. The derelictions from integrity, which were at 
this time prevalent among the highest officers of state, 
were both scandalous and appalling; and of these Gonde- 
maf knew well how to avail himself; nor was his danger- 
ous influence to bo estimated only by the duration of his 
power. He implanted within the bosom of the court seeds 
of avarice, and of notions of self-aggrandizement, — the 
fruits and effects of which were transmitted from father to 
son ; and the boasted ages of James 1., and of his son, un- 
duly extolled, as they have been, as an era of private virtue 
and probity, evince, m their annals, corruptions which were 

* Wilson, 702. 

f Weldon, 32. Sec also Lodge's Illustrations, iii. 
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* nearly, if not wholly unknown, among the English nobilily 
under the capricious., but rigid dominion of the Tudors. So 
notorious, indeed, were the practices of Gondemar upon 
the virtue of our courtiers, that, m a few years afler his 
residence in England, there was said not to bo a single 
courtier who had not tasted of Spanish bounty; and it Ce- 
cil himself were eAompt, his favorite, the Countess of Suf 
folk, was permitted by him to reap the profits of Ins pur- 

.chased influence — the famous palace of Audlcy End having 
been unhiuslungly erected by tlic aid of bribes received 
from the Spanish auiba.s»udor. 

These, althounli notorious, are but scanty instances 
among the numerous collusions of the same nature alluded 
to by historians. 

ft, was during the height of the Spanish dominion over 
the king and court, that Ralegh was unhappily induced to 
bring to maturity his cherished schemes of subduing (jui- 
ana. The Spaniards had already looked with jealousy 
upon his former expeditions, hut had either dreaded the 
displeasure of lus early patroness, the formidable Elizabeth, 
or had denuded the ta^k of frustrating the progress of our 
colonists m tli.it quarter for more important contests. The 
renewal of Ins designs, however, at a time when tin* mflu- 
enco of tin* Spanish (\»urt seemed to be fairly established 
here, was no sooner imparted to the public than it was ve- 
hemently opposed hy the insidious yet determined (.londe- 
mar. Unluckily lie had in James a nail vessel iqmn which 
to pour the venom of lus machinations. The King, on this 
occasion, conducted himself with a vacillation and pusil- 
lanmulv verging into deception of the most reprehensible 
churaeP r. lie had, m the first instance, cordially acqui- 
esced m Ralegh’s project, and, according to some accounts, 
had acceded to the release of that oppressed subject the*' 
more re .lily that some remote prospects of wealth and 
conquest seemed to await his restored exertions. With a 
degree of treachery which indecision and weakness can 
account for, but not excuse, he now not only imparted the 
nature of the whole scheme to Clondemar, lyit enabled the 
ambassador to furnish the Spanish monarch with every par- 
ticular of the intended attack, and consequently with the 
means of annulling its success.* 


* Biographia. Life of Ralegh. 
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Unconscious of those proceedings, Ralegh prepared to 
venture the last remains of a once ample fortune in the 
fatal enterprise on which he was intent. The expenses 
of this expedition were defrayed entirely by himself or by 
his friends, some few adventurer*, chiefly foreigners, being 1 
found to hliitre in the undertaking.* The sum of eight 
thoiwmd pounds, which hud been granted hy King .lames 
ns a compensation tor tlie sequestration of R.i loch’s valua- 
ble e'statejs, was now reclaimed from file Countess of Bed- 
ford, to whom it laid been lent.f The disinterested and 
devoted Lady Ralegh g iu 1 her consent to the sale of an 
r-tite belonging to Jut at Mitcham in Surrey, and valued 
at two thousand fi\e linndied pounds; *1 sacrifice hy which 
slie u is reduced eventually almost to beggary, hut which 
prun'd her confidence in the good faith of her husband, and 
her belief both in the practicability of Ins scheme, and m 
lus intentions of fill filling lus prolesHons regaiding (luiana. 
A commis'-ien was also procured through the mediation of 
Sir Ralph Win wood, constituting Ralegh Ad'ini.i] of the 
Fleet, and dated Ang. 2fi, l(iJC>; but the. tl" .mient was 
not granted until aflm lie had given the inosi '.coated assu- 
miice* to the gn\ eminent th.it lie had no la ‘lilt* intentions 
or political designs upon the Spanish .settlements; and 
chiefly, according to the noted declaration r#f King James, 
afterwards published, because it “stood with Ills Majes- 
ty’s pobtjc and magnanimous courses in llie'« lus flourish- 
ing times of peace to nourish and encourage noble mid 
generous enterprises for plantations, discoveries, and open- 
ing of new trades. t” To this document, the J*nvy Seal 
was alone affixed, as King James in lus declaration affirm- 
ed ; yet Ralegh is said to have referred to the authority of 
.tiie Great Seal m a letter which he dictated to be written 
relative to his voyage, { and the powers vested m lutn were 
both extensive and nnjjortant. 

The commission specified, that for the benefit of the 


*OIdy a , IT*. tr.iyloy.il (11 f Declaration of King James 
§Ohhs l*i*l * rayloi Appendix Tin* wax a loiter written by Mr. • 
Peter Vnnluro an iimiiout merchant to Ins hi other m AiiHicrriam. in 
favor of KiilrciiH iifidcrt.'tkitij', entreatin'; him In rou’ive come dr post 
tinns of mipnrMmc n l.itive to («iii<ui.i Irmn a merchant of Amsterdam, 
who required, ns the reward of tin* information which he wax able to 
gi\r nil agreement on flu* purt o| iUleuh that ho should ‘•hare the unfits 
of tin* Mimmodit} niorrod to m tho intelligence thus a Horded — Uld^ 
fol l‘.<3. 
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‘subjects of tho realm, and the encouragement of others in 
the “like laudable tin . ely furthei 

was given to Sir Walter Ralegh and his friends, with full 
power to carry for the voyage to Guiana so many of the 
British subjects, or such as should become British subjects, 
as should willingly accompany linn, with an unlimited supply 
of arms, ammunition, ships,” &.c. IV these clauses was 
added the permission to trade m goods and merchandise, 
and to bring back gold, silver, bullion, and other wares to 
tins country, “ for the proper use of Sir Walter Ralegh 
and his company, reserving to the King and his heirs, one 
fifth only of such importations.” In addition to these pow- 
ers, Ralegh was authorized to pass to the south or other 
parts of America; was constituted also general and com- 
mander of the enterprise; governor of the new country, 
and endowed with the privilege of exercising martial Uw, 
in a similar manner to the county lieutenants in England, 
or to the lieutenant-general of land or sea forces. Respect- 
ing this commission, of which an abstract was given sub- 
sequently to Ralegh’s death in King James’s declaration, 
various reports were circulated; and m particular a state- 
ment was made that the words “ to our trusty and well- 
beloved knight, Sir Walter Ralegh, ” were prefixed ; ex- 
pressions which Ralegh is said to have afterwards pleaded 
as implying a pardon.* Regarding this important detail 
the royal declaration is silent; although it gives an abstract 
of the original commission. It lias been well remarked 
that the disingennity and ailifioc of tho whole proceeding 
was manifested in the terms of this abstract; the country 
which Ralegh was empowered to explore not being even 
once specified by name, und America alone referred to as 
the vast and indefinite region of Ins enterprise. Such wan 
the paltry subterfuge by which James, or Jus ministers, 
sought to evude the displeasure of the Spaniards, m the 
event of hostile measures between Ralegh and the Span- 
ish settlers in Guiana proving eventually necessary. 

The sanguine expectations of success w Inch Ralegh en- 
tertained, appear to have lessoned his natural discernment, 
and to have blinded him to the snares concealed in the 


• See Declaration of King James in Olriys, liKI, 194, also Uircb, i. 68. 
tjfatopli’a Remains, p 200. K&pin's History of England, and Trini 
dad's notes. 
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apparent liberality of the Kind’s dealings towards him, and 
to the danger of confiding in a government which Imd 
already, ujuui unsatisfactory evidence mid an illegal trial, 
subjected Inin to a cruel incarceiation. Some misgivings 
appear to have suggested the notion of a more definite n> 
lease from his former sentence, than ho had hitherto found 
it possible, or deemed it essential to procure. Assured, to 
all appearance, of the King’s perfect accordance, and even 
patronage ; and trusting in the good faith of a monarch to 
whom that principle of action was unknown, and who 
could atlerw'ards avail himself of an informality to depart 
from the virtual sense of an implied permission, Ralegh 
wag not devoid of a natural appiehension concerning the 
use to winch Ins enemies might, subsequently, apply any 
deficiency ni the forms of his restoration to an implied 
equality with his fiee fellow-suhjeets. As his liberation 
had been effected by working upon the cmmptions of the 
times, so he now turned Jus attention to obtaining explicit 
pardon through the same means. There was ;n those days 
but little difficulty in obtaining almost any bnon for money, 
liiidJlalegh bad even a proposal fiom Sir William St. John, 
who had been instmuient.il in procuring his liberation, to 
died Ins pardon tor the sum of jBloOl).* Hut being, proba- 
bly, not m a state to atlbrd such a payment, m addition to 
the expenses of his projected voyage, Ralegh li.H recourse 
to the advice of Lord Bacon, then Lord Kcepei, and him- 
self but recently restored to royal favor. Upon < lie coun- 
sels of tins profound observer of human nature and its 
concerns, the ill-tkted Ralegh rejected the overture made 
to Inin by Sir William St. John. The memorable and dis- 
tinct asMiinnce of the illustrious Bacon, on tins occasion, 
js related bv two contemporary writers, mid it exonerates 
Ralegh from the charge either of indiscretion, or of neg- 
ligence, n not obtaining the necessary documents. “Sir,* 
said the high ly-gi lied minister, in reply to his application, 

“ the knee-timber of your voyage is money ; spare your 
purse in this particular; tor, upon my life, you have a suf- 
ficient pardon for all that is passed already: the King^ 
having, under Ins broad seal, made you Admiral of his* 
Fleet, and given you power of the martial law over your 

* Brief Relation of Kalrali'- Troubles Remains. 
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officers and soldiers.*” This opinion, besides elucidating 
the opinion of Bacon upon the illegality of the subsequent 
proceedings against Ralegh, establishes the fact of the 
original commission having been given under the Great 
Seal, notwithstanding that it is expressly set down m the 
King’s printed declaration as “ per breve do private sigil- 
lo.f” But although the advice was consonant, not only 
with law, but with common sense, the motives of Bacon in 
affording it have been questioned, and attributed to a ser- 
vile desire of flattering the King’s wishes, by alfordmg 
James ail opportunity of excusing any future prosecution 
of Ralegh, upon the ground of the sentence of death passed 
against him m 1003, never having been repealed. Un- 
happily the character of Bacon authorizes no indignant 
rejection of surmises too easily reconcilable with the cor- 
ruption of his conduct, and the unfathomable duplicity of 
his nature. But, since there is no proof of the charge, no 
record of any particular benefit which lie derived from the 
counsel, it may be hoped, if not inferred, that Bacon was 
in this instance innocent of betraying one who trusted in 
his counsels, and enthusiastically reverenced his talents ; 
one whoso labors for the improvement of mankind, sprung, 
like those of Bacon, in many instances, from the pure 
sources of jiatriotiHn and philanthropy, and raising them 
both, m that sense, far above the level of the age in which 
they lived, and the characters by whom they were sur- 
rounded, procured tor them memorials of fame independ- 
ent of the passing history with winch they were, but tem- 
porarily connected, and distinct from the errors by which 
their conduct in relation to worldly concerns was lamenta- 
bly sullied. 

All pr< hniinaries being arranged, Ralegh, seven months 
after the ’’iffe of the royal commission, completed the pre- 
paration of his fleet ; and on the 28th of March, 1018, be- 
gan his ill-omened voyage, and sailed down the Thames. 
In assembling the force wall winch he prepared to set forth 
upon tins expedition, having had recourse to the aid of 
several merchant adventurers, he was compelled to accept 
as his associates, and to collect as his subordinate assistants, 

*Sor> Howell's Familiar Letters Oxfuid Edition of Italcgli’B Works, 
vol. vin p. 75*2 

tNt-to to Riog ; Life of Ralegh: and Observations on Sanderson’s 
Hist. K. James, p. 10. 
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men, and even officers, who had never witnessed cither 
Jam l or sen service ; and of desperate, or at least disreput- 
able characters, wlio.se li lends were happy to procure for 
them uny employment, which for the sum of forty or fifty 
pounds could retain them abroad for a year; and if not out 
of mischief,* at least m habits m active exertion for some 
tune. The volunteers on this occasion wore, therefore, 
with the exception of flirty gentlemen, a disorderly and in- 
efficient assemblage of dis>ohit e and nnpiulitahle persons, 
whom it was Ralegh's hopeless task to orgiun/.e, ami to 
stimulate with the same ardent desires as those which ani- 
mated Ins own bosom, hi describing these, Ins compan- 
ions Ralogh evpiesses Jumself in llie.se characteristic 
terms: “Their friends,” Niys lie, “thought it an exceeding 
good gam to be discharged of them, 'at tin 1 hazard of some 
tJurfy, some forty, or fitly pounds, knowing Ihey could not 
live so cheap at home.*” These valiant char vtor?, stowed, 
at first, in si\ difleient ships, were joined i»\ «*v -ral others 
before they Jett the English coast. Ralegh, , i a vessel ap- 
propriately named “Tlie Destiny,” carryne. 110 tons and 
30 pieces of ordnance, and built at lus own • barge, was ac- 
companied by Ins eldest son as captain, and by two hundred 
volunteers, eighty of w hom were gentlemen, and many of 
tin in lus relations, the number of whom w\.s afterwards m- 
cicu’ood.f For the benefit of this motley company, 

Ralegh, previous to their Milling, published a! IMy- ’ ’ 
mouth oiders to be observed by the several tommanders 
of the fleet and land foices.f Tt is observable, ihal he who 
was laud by the illii»*ral and uncharitable |>art of the 
community in ins own day, and who has, m a groat mea- 
sure, been supposed even m the present age tn have been 
.onidly affected to religion,} prefaces these regulal inns with 
strict mjmicfions to begin and close the ii.iy with Divine 
service- enforcing Ins exhortations with a solemn admoni- 
tion, bv which he reminds them that “ no action nor enter- 
prise can prosper (be it by land or sea), without the liivor 
and assistance of Almighty God, the Lord and strength of 
hosts and iiraiic*;'' and enjoining them, if there bo inter-* 
niption from tbui weather, to perforin this important and 

* Caiman's \i mH Ralegh, Apology for his Voyage to Guiana, Ox- 
ford oil of his i<ik<* 

t Cayley, vol ii p 05. J llirch, i. icvn. 

$ See Hume 'a iiibtoiy of England, reign of James 1. 



224 LIFE OF SIR WALTER RALEGH. 

consolatory duty at least once daring the <lny; “praising 
God every night with binging of a psalm at the setting of 
the watch.*” 

Such was the spirit of his last instructions previous to 
the commencement of Ins ^yage. If, in directing an im- 
moral and undisciplined crew, he deemed the toothing in- 
fluence of religious habits ellicacious, it is to he Imped that 
he experienced also, in Jus own mind, the benign i Ducts of 
those serious and pious contemplations to winch his inind 
appears to have resorted m the seasons of his heavy afflic- 
tions; and which could alone effectually support him in the 
renewed and overwhelming calamities which it was soon 
lus destiny to encounter. 

The very outset of Ralegh's enterprise was inauspicious. 

It was late m June, or perhaps early m July, before he had 
fairly put to sea, and, after various disappointments and 
impediments previous to his voyage, he was obliged hy 
tempestuous weather to take refuge m the harbor of Cork, 
where he remained until the month of August had nearly 
elapsed, and was spent in anxiety and inactivity. Tlie.se 
disasters w T ero aggravated, if not at the time, at a subse- 
quent period, by reports that he had no intention of going 
to Guiana, but that he lingered at Plymouth when he hiul 
a fair wind ; a rumor which was accompanied by the con- 
trary assertion, that lie meant to turn pirate, and to return 
to lus count] y no more.f And a similar accusation was re- 
iteratut against Ins involuntary loss of time in Ireland, 
which he had no intention of touching when he left; Eng- 
land. These disparaging and defamatory statements were 
attributed hy Ralegh to the circumstance of his being in 
the eye of the law still a culprit, which emboldened all who 
wore di aflbcted to Ins interests and service, to spread _ 
abroad calumnies which they would not have dared to utter 
against one who basked in the sunshine of royal favor 4 At 
lenglh, in September, he gained the Canary Islands; in 
October, those of Cape de Verd ; reaching, in November 
the continent of South America. In this calamitous pas- 
sage an accumulation of disasters arrived, which no pen 
but that of Ralegh could describe in the touching language 
in which lie poured forth his sorrows to his anxious and 
evej-devoted wife.j 

* Ralegh s April in Cayley, vol u p H4. t t Apology. 

§ See Letter to Lady Ralegh, in Halugli's Remains, duod. 1G04. 
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In this letter, the first which he addressed to her from 
Guiana, he describes himself as suffering from the most 
violent calenture (or fever) for fifteen days, that man ever 
endured and survived : “ but God," he continued, “ that gave 
me a strong heart in all my adversities, iiath also now 
strengthened it m the hell-fire of lieat." 

During the course of the voyage forty-two persons died 
of some contagious distemper, and many of the crew were 
still diseased upon landing at Guiana. Two hundred ef- 
fective men, however, remained; and, with these, Ralegh 
expected to advance, provided that the Spaniards had not, 
upon the information of Gomlemar, jollified themselves 

10 resist his approach ; a encu instance which, by the tone 
of his language, he seemed to consider as but too proba- 
ble.* 

Tu this conjunction of difficulties and of disappointments, 
lie laid the satisfaction of being able to n^me the anxious 
mother whom he addressed, that their oldest .-on, who ac- 
companied him, was m perfect health, and Sad escaped 
« very distemper whilst enduring 1 ho pqumoct al heat. This 
( o wdatory intelligence was soon to he succeeded hj tidings 
of the most afflicting nature, both to him who was destined to 
communicate, and to her who received the blow which 
(hey imparted Such was the distress, apprehension, and 
regret, which Ralegh experienced during the** early days 
of his witcrpi im>, that, in desiring to be remembered to two 
of Ins friends, he apologized for not addressing lumticlf to 
them m these afflicting terms; — “ I write not to them, for 
I can write of naught but miseries.!” Vet, in the extremi- 
ty of Ins suffering, a sanguine temper, and still more, a 
confidence m the superintendence of that Providence which 
had permitted him to pass securely the dangers of the 
oro.in, upheld and cheered him “ Ry the next, I trust, you 
shall 1km r better of us : in God’s hands we were, and in 

1 1 lm w e t rush" In the conclusion of his letter, the \ amty 
natural to human nature was apparent, and, with a desire 
to so’aco the individual whom he addressed, probably msti- 
rated this parting effusion: “To tell you that I might be, m 
here, King of the Indians, were a vanity; but my name 
hath lived among them : here they feed me with fresh meat, 
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and all that the country yields — nil offer to obey me. Com • 
mend mo to jxxir Carevv, my soil.*” 

But the difficulties and sufferings which Ralegh enume- 
rated m his first letter from Guiana wore far exceeded by 
others of a fir more momentous and poignant character, ac- 
counted by him, m his narrative to Sir Ralph Wmwood, as 
the greatest misfortunes that ever befell any rimii.f 

In the first place, the passage from Cape oh Vord 1o 
America, which was usually in those days accomplish* d m 
fifteen or twenty days, was with difficulty nude by R-ileyh 
m six weeks, from adverse winds and storms, and the addi- 
tional inconvenience to the little fleet of losing it*, water- 
casks and anchors off Bravo, one of the Cape de Wsd 
Islands, upon which it was driven by a hurricane, to the 
imminent peril of the ships and manners. 

When, at length, the adventurers reached Guiana, many 
of the bravest men were disabled by sickness, and Ralegh 
himself, having, as he describes it, been 44 in the Jujids of 
death these six weeks,” was carried on shore in a chair, 
but was received with great kindness and hospitality by 
such of the Indians as remembered his former voyage. 

ITe now dispatched Captain Keyring who was well ac- 
quainted with the country, to sail into the Oronooko m 
search of the mine, and intrusted him with the command 
of five small ships, manned with the most valiant portion 
of the crew and officers, among whom were laird Ninth 
and J/»rd Mounteagle. The forces of this devoted and eri- 
terpru mg band were divided into five companies, one of 
which was commanded by Captain Ralegh, who was des- 
tined never to return. Another was conducted by George 
Ralegh, a nephew of Sir Walter’s, who thus ventured Jus 
be^t an t dearest connexions in the cause, in the success — 
of which he was so nearly interested ; and concerning 
which, he may, without severity, bo said to have displayed 
some degree of infatuation. As the unfortunate nd ven- 
turers passed up the rive*-, the Spaniards, who had bet n 
apprized by intelligence from England of their proceedings, 
attacked them both with muskets and ordnance. The first 
assault was, therefore, made on the side of the Spaniards, 
but the English soon drove them out of St Thomas, a new 
towyi belonging to the Spaniards, and situated on the 
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Orononko. In tins .action, the <l;i unties youth, Waltfir 
RalegJi, “more desuous oflionor Ilian safety,” was killed : 
“ with whom,” sud the agonized tutlier, “to hav tiuth, nil 
tin* respects of this world have taken end in me.*” Of 
this event Ralegh was informed by Keyinis, in a letter, 
dated fiom Oionunko on the Hr h of Jsinimiy* and beginning 
in a manner calculated to excite parental apprehensions. 
“All tinners that appertain to human condition, began 
this veteran companion, “in that proper nature and sense 
winch of file mid necessity belungoth unto them, being* 
now over with your eon, makclh me to ehooso rather, w itli 
grief' to let you know ljom me the (Oilam truth, than nn- 
cerlam lies from others, which is, viz. — that had not Ins 
ex truordmnry valor and forwardness, (wlncii, with constauL 
\ igor of mind, being m the hands of death, Ins last breatJi 
expressed in those words, ‘lord have mercy on me, and 
prosper your enterpr.se,’) led them all on. when some h°- 
gan to pause and recoil shamefully, tins nctne had nnljirr 
been at templed as it was, nor performed us a is, with this 
surviving honor. f’ That the son was wnifny of Jus enor- 
gelic and dauntless parent may bo inferred from this sim- 
ple account: that he was deeply and incessantly mourned 
by Unit parent, is evident from the perpetual ami touch mg 
aiiiisions w Inch Ralegh, m every narrative of this unhappy 
affair, makes to lus memory and early fate This part of 
Jus Jn-tory require.*, however, no comment. TJjoh», who 
li.ive been Jiappv enough to escape the severest of all earth- 
ly privations, the Joss of a child m the bloom and promise 
of youth, may easily comprehend the extent of his sor- 
rows; those who have encountered a similar calamity, will 
too readily feel it. The particular details of his son’s death 
-were afiei wards too soon communicated to Ralegh, sick, 
betli in body and mind, at Trinidad, where lie bad prom- 
ised to await the return of the detachment. The troops 
commanded by Keymis liarl departed from Ralegh’s in- 
structions in landing near St Thomas, instead of pursuing, 
through the country, that real or imaginary track winch lie 
Jiad designated to them as conducting to the gold nun# 
which tJicy sought Thus, attacked by the Spaniards, and 
brought into immediate contact w T ith the governor of the 
fort, young Ralcgli was borne down by the but-end of a 
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Spanish muskA, in the hands of a commando? whom he 
pursued at tho head of a company of pikes. The English 
captain's sergeant quickly revenged the death of his mas- 
ter, by thrusting Jiis halberd into the body of the Spanish 
officer. Two other officers, and the governor himself, fell 
in the engagement: the inhabitants of St. Thomas took 
shelter in the market-place, whence they committed great 
havoc on the assailants, who, in an evil hour, but, as th°y 
contended, for sell-defence, were induced to set fire to the 
town. The garrison retreated to the woods and moun- 
tains, still harassing their English foes, and steadily guard- 
ing all avenues to the interior of the 1 country, where, as it 
was supposed even alter Ralegh’s death, several valuable 
mines were situated.* 

Of this affiiir, especially with regard to the share which 
young Ralegh took in it, various and contradictory ac- 
counts w T ere transmitted. It was the current report of the 
day,f and afterwards asserted by royal proclamation, that 
thi5 young commander, on leading ins soldiers forward to 
the town, exclaimed, “ Come on, my hearts, here is the 
mine that we expect, they that look for any other are 
fools. Tins anecdote, whether true or false, tends not 
however to substantiate, as King James infers, the opinion 
that tho mine of Guiana was an airy scheme, uncrcdited 
by the followers of Ralegh, and sketched out by him only 
for the purpose of obtaining liberty to try the ground of 
enterprise, cherishing at the same time some sinister and 
unavowed motive. The thoughtlessness of youth, to whom 
the present time and the nearest object are ever most im- 
portant, may have induced the unexperienced and daring 
officer to tempt his soldiers w ith tho prospect of immediate 
booty, as most attainable and precious. It is, however,, 
probable, from the silence of Keynns on this point, that the 
speech was fabricated by some of the many individuals 
whom Ralegh found reason to regard, even among his own 
officers, as enemies and calumniators. 

On the 18th of January, Keymis prepared to proceed to 
( the mine, which was situated, according to report, at the 
distance of eight miles only from the town. It is remarka- 
ble that he saw neither com nor bullion in St. Thomas, al- 
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though the principal houses, ns he affirms in his letter t8 
Ralegh, were tho^ belonging to gold refiners.* Encour- 
aged by the representations of a Mulatto servant, who h.id 
been in the service of the Governor, and who positively 
described the precise situation of several mines, Keynes, 
accompanied by three of his principal officers, attempted to 
land on an unexplored part of the shores of the Omnooko, 
but was driven back by an ambuscade of Spaniards, with 
the loss of two of his men, and the complete disablement 
of one officer. The repulse overpowered the resolution of 
the captain, who was either inexcusably timid in Jus mili- 
tary operations, or secretly deficienr in confidence with 
respect to the object which it was his mission to seek. It 
iii.iv readily be supposed, that the last inference was too 
readily drawn by those who had either but little reliance 
on Ralegh’s sincerity, or who hail private motives lor put- 
ting the worst construction on his condm f The tact of 
Keymis's desertion of his search, upon a partial success, 
cheeked only by a trilling defeat, is indei d remarkable; 
and, if the intentions of a commander of an expedition arc 
always to be estimated by the proceedings of Ins officers, 
extremely injurious to Ralegh’s reputation. 

Struck with panic, or Actuated by treachery, Kcymis set 
sail, and proceeded down the river to Punto do Gallo, a 
port near Trinidad, where Ralegh had awadi d his return 
in the greatest anxiety, both for tidings of his hiiccess, and 
lest the S|Kinish fleet, which, as he had been apprized, was 
arrived to attack him, should overwhelm him with its une- 
qual forces during the absence of that portion of his land 
and sea forces which Keymis commanded. Sickness had 
enfeebled lus men, and impaired Ins own powers of exer- 
tion ; and treachery had contaminated his crew. It was 
lus custom, and probably his delight, to go on shore from 
time to time, to make observations both of a botanical and 
nimcralogical nature; thus refreshing his spirits with the 
consolatory investigations of Nature’s stores, curious, ami 
m many respects l>ountcou«, in that region. In a journal 
w Inch he wrote of part of this expedition, and which has * 
been preserved m the British Museum amongst the manu- 
scripts of his friend Sir Robert Cotton, Ralegh minutely 
describes the productions of the country which he, in this 
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fnonner, industriously explored.* But whilst ho was thus 
beneficially engaged, a rumor that. Ins ships were loaded 
with treasure to a largo amount, tempted a considerable 
number of Jus crew to discuss the expediency of leaving 
linn on those shores, a prey to wild beasts, or to the Span- 
iards, who had already wreaked their vengeance upon 
some of the English by flaying them alive, f The distress 
produced in the mind of Ralegh by these various circum- 
stances, received the bitterest aggravation when Key mis, 
with lus detachment, joined him m February at Punto do 
Gallo, after an absence of two months; a period fraught 
with events productive of destruction to that unhappy ofli- 
cor himself, and with disgrace and eventual rum to the 
unfortunate Ralegh. The intelligence, which Keymis 
brought, was rendered doubly mortifying by the tact that 
even on his return down the Oronooko, a chance had been 
rejected by him of retrieving the honor of the expedition, 
proposals of the most tempting character having b'-en inode 
to him by some Guaian chiefs who had remembered Ralegh 
in Jus former expedition, and who held a part of that coun- 
try in nominal trust tor Queen Elizabeth. [ The plea which 
Kevmis made* tor refusing the assislance of these people 
was that lie apprehended treachery, and collusion with the 
Spaniards. But Ralegh, to whose ardent mind, this reluc- 
tance' to incur some portion of risk for the sake of nil that 
could ho valuable to a man so pledged and so involved as 
hun.-elt; appeared the basest pusillanimity, contended with 
jnsti.-p that Keymis might have waited till the promised 
ore, v itli which the Indians lured them to return, laid been 
brought to their vessels ; and he disputed the probability 
of treachery on the part of these natives, since they had 
oftered to leave six hostages for one. Ills judgment on tins 
point was possibly correct; unhappily, the fatal error was* 
irreclaimable. 

When Ralegh and Keymis met, it was only to rereive 
reproaches and the effusions of keen disappointment on one 
side, and to pour Ibrth ineffectual excuses on the other. 
After some days of recrimination and mutual dissatisfac- 
tion, Kcyrriis entered Ralegh’s cabin, and showing him a 
letter which lie hud written to the Enrl of Arundel, exten- 
uating his conduct, entreated Ralegh to “allow of his 
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apology.” But Ralegh, in the bitterness of bis heart, ailfl 
with a severity to Ins old companion in arms only to be 
excused by the poignancy of disappointment, told him that 
he laid undone imn by Jus obstinacy, and that hi* would not 
*■ Ihvor nor color m any sort his former folly.” Keymis 
asked him *‘if that were his determination to which 
Ralegh replied that it was his fixed resolution. The un- 
happy Keymis them said, “I know not then, Sir, what 
course to take:" and ret u nig 1o his cabin shot himself 
through the* libs, and stabbed himself to the heart. Ra- 
legh, unsuspicious of his design, sent to know' who laid 
tired the pistol, when he was answered by Keymis tying 
on his bed, that In 1 had discharged it because it had been 
long loaded. With this reply Ralegh was satisfied; but 
half an hour afterwards, a hoy going into the cabin, found 
the wretched nflicer quite dead, with a long knife plunged 
into his heart, and a pistol, the lirst. instrument with which 
lie 1 had attempted suicide, lying near him, tin ballet having 
ineiely hiokeri a Tib, and proceeded no flutin '. The knife, 
wilh which the* fatal deed w T as accomplish* u, was then re- 
sorted to fin* the destructive purpose.* 

Of this catastrophe, Ralegh wrote an account fo Sir 
Ralph Wniwood, declaring in the* same letter, that if ho 
iiad not been deserted by some of Jus captains, lie would 
have left his body at St Thomas’s by his ^ n\ or have 
brought with him out of that or other mine* so much gold 
ore as should have sitished the King. “I pmjKnmded,” 
adds he, “no vai.i thing ; what shall become ot me I know 
not: l am unpardonod in England, and my poor estate con- 
sumed, and whether any prince will give me bread or no, 
I know not. I desire your Honor to hold me m your good 
opinion ; to remember my service to my Lord of Arundel 
and l*ern brook ; to take some pity on my poor wife, to 
whom 1 dare not write for renewing her sorrow for her 
son ; and beseech you to give a copy of tins to my Lord 
Carew: for to a broken mind, a sick body, and weak eyes, 
it is a torment to WTite many letters.!” To I^ady Ralegh, 
he shortly .'afterwards addressed a letter, the model of siic)^ 
compositions for simplicity, tenderness, and deep feeling, 
both tor him ho had lost, and for her, the unhappy maternal 
survivor of a gallant and promising youth.:); 
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1 It was now determined in a council of war, that Ralegh 
and his fleet should return to Newfoundland, to repair and 
clean the ships. It was, however, deemed necessary by 
Ralegh, to send home several disaffected persons, described 
m his own pithy terms as “ good tor nothing, neither by 
sea nor by land,” under the charge of one of the many 
relatives who accompanied linn. On arriving at New- 
foundland, mutiny broke out among his men, some of whom 
inclined to remaining abroad, whilst others were clamorous 
for returning home. It was afterwards affirmed m the 
King’s declaration, that Ralegh ottered his own ship, which 
was of great value, to any of the company, if they would 
set him m a French bark ; and that lie repeated the same 
proposition when arrived on the coast of Ireland, being 
“loth,” ns lie said, “to put his head under the King's 
girdle.” lie took, however, the part most creditable to Ins 
mnoccncy, and most filial to Ins earthly career, and return- 
ed to the British dominions. 

The mtell igence of Ralegh’s disasters w T ere first conveyed 
to James, by Captain Jolui North, the brother of lord 
North, who had accompanied the expedition to Guiana, 
and who was greatly esteemed by Ralegh lor his valor, 
and fidelity, m that luckless undertaking. These tidings 
were transmitted to the English Monarch on the 13th of 
May, lfiltf.* They arrived at an epoch when James's un- 
til ipa I ion of a marriage between the Prince Charles, and 
the sicond daughter of the King of Spain, were at their 
height ; when the Queen, Anne of Denmark, the firm, and 
to the hist, the unalterable friend of Ralegh, f was suspect- 
ed to he mnane; wdnlst (londeniar, whose private senti- 
ments on the subject are fully exemplified in a letter from 
Jinn in Preach, preserved in the Sanerofl Collection, still. _ 
remained m the English Court, to flatter James with propo- 
sals tor the arrangement of the marriage articles, and to 
exclaim aginnst the infringement of the treaty between 
Spain and Eng land, vvhieh he declared to have been man»- 
fested by Ralegh’s plunder of St Thomas. It was, indeed, 
i* bvious to all observers of the strange events .of the duy, 
that Ralegh, who had formerly been accused of a treasonable 
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co-operation with the emissaries of Spain, was now on th<? 
eve of beni"’ sacrificed to her resentments. Gomlemar, os 
it was remarked by a contemporary, “ would never gi ve 
him over until he laid his head oft’ his shoulders.*” The 
chief apprehensions entertained by the Spanish Govern- 
ment, relate?! to the interception of their conquests, and 
the injury of their trade and property m the West Indies; 
and (iondernar had already given such a coloring to the 
exploits of Ralegh, as the forcible and invidious repetition 
of the word “pirate,” in the presence of James, could 
convey.f Meanwhile the King congratulated himself on 
the success of his manoeuvres, in not permitting to his ad- 
venturous subject the benefit of Ins royal pardon, by which 
any future proceedings against Jam would have been in- 
volved m considerable difficulty. For by a private assu- 
rance to Ralegh, previous to Ins dejjarture tor Guiana, he 
had pledged himself to keep his projects s« • ret, if Ralegh 
would confide them to him; an intimation hi mg conveyed 
to him betbre his exit from the Tower t*» that effect, of 
which a written document was afterwards, b\ some means, 
tjariMiiitted to the {Spanish Ministers.} Thus the weak pol- 
icy of James was, in this instance, defeated ; and, whilst 
resolving to sacrifice Ralegh to the vengeance of Spam, 
lie 1 was obliged, ns it afterwards proved, to have recourse 
to the sentence formerly passed, concerning tie* communi- 
cations held by Ralegh with the agents of that country. 

Previous to Ralegh's arrival on tiio coast of Ireland, 

\\ hit her ho first bent his course on Ins return to England, 
opinions in his native country differed widely as to the 
nature of his alleged piracies, and the degrees of lentil 
guilt to be alfixed to his adventurous proceedings, lly his 
Jcionds, his services, his sufferings, and his heavy expenses 
in his voyage, were earnestly proclaimed. Fvcn those who 
were comparatively indifferent to his safety, contended 
that the plundering of St. Thomas was an act committed 
beyond the equator, where the articles of peace between 
Spam and England do not extend:} and the first intelli- 
gence of the*iic<ion was communicated to King James wit Id* 
great caution, and with much pathetic description, by 
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Captain North, and all aggravation of the circumstances 
avoided. 

Hut this forbearance was unavailing, and the obstinate 
and implacable conduct of James, after the first announce- 
ment of Ralegh’s disasters, and the subset vicncy of his min- 
isters and courtiers, wore all fully explained m the course 
of the summer, when (Jondemar sailed in July for Spam, 
beaniig with him the articles of the proposed marriage be- 
tween Prince Charles and his intended Spanish bride.* 
Accordingly, an immoderate degree of haste was mani- 
fested m the proceedings against the unfortunate object of 
Spanish vengeance, a proclamation against him being is- 
sued by the King on tin* lit h of June, some weeks pie- 
vious to Ins landing in Kngland.f Jiy this measure, the 
King’s “utter dislike and detestation of the violences and 
excesses,” said, by (ioudemarV report, to have been com- 
mitted upon the territories of his “dear brother of Spain,” 
were strongly put forth ; and all persons who could supply 
information upon the subject, were exhorted upon their 
“duty and allegiance” to repair to the Privy Council to 
make known their “whole knowledge and understanding 
concerning the same.f” 

Meanwhile conjectures varied with regard to the proba- 
bility of Sir Walter’s return — the world, wondering, as a 
conternporarv expresses it, that “so great a wise man as 
Sir Walter llalegh would return to cost himself on so in- 
evitable a rock as it was to bo feared lie would.” In despite 
of tins wonderment, Ralegh, after touching with Ins dilapi- 
dated hi [is and dispirited companions at Kingsdale m Ire- 
land, ni rived in Plymouth in the beginning of July, and 
resolved to surrender himself immediately into the hands 
«»f those who wore commissioned by the King to apprehend _ 
hurt. \\ hethcr this act were the effect of a high sense of 
honor, and of justice to Ins own character; whether it 
arose from desjieration. or proceeded from a fatal reliance 
upon the goodness of Ins cuise, are points upon which con- 
siderable doubt must always rest. His conduct on this 
rTnournful occasion, is, however, decisively m« favor of his 
innocence with respect to the charges brought against 
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him, of having purposed merely to accumulate wealth in 
Jus expedition to Guiana, without any intention of return- 
ing to his country. Fortunately he was accompanied, dur- 
ing his journey from Plymouth to London, the last winch 
he ever made, by an old companion m service, Captain 
Samuel King, who lias left a succinct acrount of the in- 
tentions and measures pursued by his unfortunate com- 
mander, from his arrival in the harbor of Plymouth to his 
linn! entraure into London.* 

l?y the narrative of this veteran it appears, that llalegli, 
on hearing, before ho landed, of the royal proclamation 
against him. instantly determined upon the step which ap- 
peared to him most honorable and expedient, and, that his 
intentions might be clearly shown, sent lus sails ashore, 
and moored his ship, immediately after touching shore 
Jnmself. Thus, after a year's absence, reg.i'nmg llie count 
of Ins native land, and of his beloved Devonshire, only to 
lenew the distresses, ami to be the object of persecutions 
winch seemed, during lus later years, to constitute his 
destiny; or, to speak the language of IIiom' who trust in 
the consoling belief of a superintending power, to fill up 
the cup of afflictions winch Providence had assigned to 
Jnrn. 

It was Ralegh’s fate, not only to endure the malice of 
the world, hut to receive its sharpest stings by the imme- 
diate agency of persons from whom la* might reasonably 
Lava 1 exported neutrality, if not fidelity and attachment. 
On lus first attainder, it was Cobham. his once familiar as- 
sociate, who pointed the venomed shafts of falsehood against 
him. On lus last imprisonment, it was a kinsman, fchr 
Low 7 is Stiu ley. who not only r undertook for a liberal reward 
-*to apprehend him, but inflicted an in jury c* en more seuous, 
by calumnious misrepresentations of Ins conduct during his 
charge of the illustrious prisoner. Stucley, who was at 
this tune vice-admiral of Devon, met nfterwards wjtlx 
Mime portion of retribution from the avoidance and oppro- 
brium of the world. Unhappily, it is not to such minds as 
Jus, that the loss of honor conveys its severest sting# 
Coveting the accumulation of wealth, he “had his re- 
ward and probably felt not the punishment which the 
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justice of civilized society might bo supposed to inflict 
Meanwhile the sanguine nature of Ralegh's disposition in- 
clined him still to rely upon merry, which ne\er was to 
be extended to linn, or upon justice, of which there was 
but the name dining the prevalence of Spanish gold, and 
the influence of Spanish intrigues at the English court 
He heard, indeed, rejjorts concerning Gondeinar's contin- 
uance m London solely with the intention to effect his 
ruin, yet he continued linn to his first resolution. Gonde- 
niar departed, however, from London, three weeks be- 
fore the arrival of Ralegh there, but not before he had 
placed afliurs m such a train as best suited Ins instructions: 
it has been also stated by some authors, that in addition to 
the incentives occasioned by motives of national policy, he 
had those of private dislike and malignity towards Ralegh, 
to heighten the eagerness with which lie pursued his suit-* 
Yet, this expert diplomatist was unable wholly to succeed, 
even with the “Caledonian Solomon," whoso heart lit. is 
said to have beguiled with his tales and witticisms, with- 
out employing the agency of bribes and presents, with 
which he effectual lv plied the English courtiers before he 
bade farewell to their country, f 

It was m vain, therefore, that Ralegh addressed to the 
misguided and prejudiced monarch ujxm whose mercy lie 
had cast himself, a letter, replete with sound argument in 
favor of his innocence and loyalty.); This address, a tier 
enumerating the «ggra\ations received from the SjKimards 
by the English, and the precedents of retaliation on the 
part of our countrymt n, concludes w itli this eloquent ap- 
peal to the compassion and justice of the King: — “ If I 
have spent my prior estate, lost my son, suffered by sick- 
iii *ss, and ( herwisc, a world of* hardships ; if 1 have resisted, 
with manifest hazard of my life, the robberies and spoils 
With which my companions would have made me rich; ifj 
when I was poor, I could have made myself rich; if) when 
I had gotten rny liberty, which all men and nature itself 
do most prize, I voluntarily lost it; ifl when I w r as suie of 
A "/ life, 1 rendered it again ; if I might elsewhere have 
sold rny ship and goods, and put five or six thousand 
pounds m rny purse, and yet brought her into England ; I 
beseech your Majesty to believe that all this 1 have done. 


1 Oldys, ‘210. 


t Ibid., note. 
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oecausc it should not be said that your Majesty had givci* 
liberty and trust to a man whose end was but the recovery 
of his liberty, and who had betrayed your Majesty’s trust.'* 
This simple exposition of Ralegh’s motives, was followed 
by an act equally honorable to him, — the commencement 
of his journey to the? metropolis. Before, however, he 
could reach Ashburton, a town twenty miles from Ply- 
mouth, he was arrested by Sir Lewis Stucley, who, in the 
eagerness of an obsequious and interested courtier, com- 
menced operations previous to the receiving Ins cmnims- 
feion from the King. The address of this man to Kalcph, 
contained the intimation that he had orders for arresting 
him and his ship; “a falsehood, which was received with 
calmness, and answered, by Ralegh’s informing him that ho 
had saved him that trouble, and done it to Jus hand.' 1 '’ 
They returned together to PI) mouth, and lodged at tin 
house of Sir Christopher Harris, whore lbih ' di was so ill 
guarded by Stucby, that he sometimes filled to see him 
for two or three days. In this interval, the operations of 
fear, and the temptations induced by that h i ve of life and 
liberty incident to human nature, excited in the unfortu- 
nate Ralegh a strong desire to make one despeiato eftmt 
for the reem cry of freedom. With this \ lew, he prevailed 
upon his fi ip ml. Captain King, to procure him a bark to 
convey him to France, and paid, as it was M’lted, twelve 
crow ns Ibr the passage, protending that it wa> a gentleman 
known to bun, who desired to pass into that count ry.f 
The vessel was detained four days nt anchor beyond the 
limits to which the authority of the Plymouth garrison ex- 
tended, but Ralegh never ascended her deck : for all hough 
one night he had certainly resolved to avail himself of tins 
^resource, procured a small boat to convey bun and Ins 
faithful roinjwinion, King, to the ship, und hnd actually 
proceeded some distance towards the object of his destina- 
tion, he allured his resolution, and returned; deeming it, 
perhaps, better to risk the event of renewed persecutions, 
than to incur dishonor, and reproach, by flight,. Yet, oven 
the severest judges could scarcely have censured one who 
had suffered so mercilessly, for insuring his own safet), 

* Old vs, IS from Kiijjt. 
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tnd avoiding a fresh encounter of shameless injustice and 
oppression. Ralegh returned to a tyrannical master, and 
to an unthankful country; and he would have been amply 
justified m escaping lroln the snares prepared ibr his de- 
struction. But, whether induced by heroism which we 
must admire yet regret; or actuated by fears of the conse- 
quences which might accrue to Ins family ; or influenced 
by a fatal reliance upon the faith of James, who had not 
only virtually but literally authorized his expedition; he 
did" return, and unsuspected of any design of escape, afler 
engaging the vessel for one night more, relinquished all 
thought of emigration. 

Such is the account given of his movements by Captain 
King, who has established his own veracity by tlio bold 
avow a I of the share which betook in promoting Ralegh’s has- 
tily abandoned schemes. It was, however, asserted in the 
royal apology for Ralegh’s wrongs,* that the darkness of the 
night frustrated their plans; n statement which is refuted 
by King’s allegation, that, if Sir Walter had been willing 
to have rowed a quarter of a nnle further, they might have 
met the bark. Resides, as he remarks, if that night would 
not have served, one of the other three would have been 
available for the proposed flight, the wind being flnr, and 
the tide falling out conveniently. 

Htuelry having at length received his commission, pre- 
pared to set out with his prisoner, whom he was instructed 
not to hasten more than his health would permit. One 
Mannoiine, a Frenchman, was added to their travelling 
suite, an acquisition apparently intended for the accommo- 
dation ot Ralegh, but eventually contributing to Ins de- 
struction. 

Ralegh was now joined by his wife, and was received on, 
his journey at tiie liouses of several of his friends and ac- 
quaintance, from whom he speedily learned the machina- 
tions of his enemies at court. He now, too late, regretted 
that he hail allowed the season for retreat to pass away, 
lamenting it to T^ady Ralegh, and to King, who told him, 
^ that lie could blame no one but himself,” for hw resolution 
to continue in Knglond.f But upon the arrival of a mes- 
senger to expedite Ins journey to the metropolis, his mind 
became agitated, and eager for a fresh project of escape 

* Bee the King's. Declaration, in Cayley, u. 434. t Oldyu, 213. 
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until the influence of Spam and the fury of his enemies 
should have subsided, after the fashion of political rancor 
and of political tactions. Yet lie still, as Ins veteran com- 
panion assorted, declared, that “no nusoiy should make 
him disloyal to his king and Ins country.” And never, even 
in the extremity of desperation, was ho heard to name II is 
Majesty but with a degree of respect which Janies can 
liardly he thought to have merited. 

in pursuance of the project which he now seriously 
meditated, Ralegh, on arriving at Salisbury, where the 
King laid recently been on Ins progress, dispatched Captain 
King to London to provide a boat at Tilbury, desiring him 
to employ, on tins occasion, a man named Cot tend 1, who 
had been in Ralegh’s service. When Kmu arrived in Lou- 
don, he was, however, prevailed upon by Cotterell to in- 
trust a tot swam of Jos. named Hart, with the ollice of 
furnishing a wherry. King unguardedly complied with this 
advice, piollored the perfidious boatswain thirl) nieces of 
silver for his assistance and secrecy, and paid him, for some 
time, to keep the tot in readiness utTilburv My Hart the 
whole scheme was however disclosed and c mutually frua- 
tr ited. On the 7th of August, Ralegh arrived in London, 
whence lie was anxious to proceed to Tilbury on tin* same 
night, but was told by King that the arrangements for his 
departure were not completed. And now the intelligence 
of his st hemes having transpired, Stuelcy if a. empowered 
by his employers to tnmpei with Ralegh by feiumng ac- 
quiescence in those plans, without, hnnsrll, incurring sus- 
picion or reproof. Hie object of thus ensnaring him whose 
rum was already determined, was to justify his seizure to 
Hu' public; to become effectually possessed of any private 
documents which he might carry about him, and to certify 
**t() the world his Intention to escape.* Meanwhile Ralegh 
had received oilers from the agent of the Fiench king to 
furnish mm with a bark, and other means of assistance in 
Jus escape, a proposal which he declined upon the plea of 
the French vessel not being in readiness. Thus he again 
misled an opportunity of flight, from which it is more thaiv 
probable the machinations of Ins enemies could not have 
detained linn. 

On Sunday the 9th of August, Sir Walter repaired to a 
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Certain place of rendezvous on the Thames, appointed by 
Captain King, who awaited him there with two wherries. 
He was accompanied by JSir Lewis Stuejoy, and by Jus son, 
young Stucley, whom Kalegli was credulous enough to be- 
lieve interested in the success of Ins scheme. His sole at- 
tendant was a page. The unfortunate and persecuted pris- 
oner was disguised with a false beard, wearing a hut with 
a green hatband. He had provided merely a cloy k-bag and 
four pistols, which were put into the boat. The traitor 
Stucley then asked the anxious friend of Ralegh, Captain 
King, tins suspicious question, whether “he had not dis- 
tinguished himself an honest man l ” To this inquiry King 
returned the cautious answer, “ that he hoped he would 
continue so.” 

After the party had entered the boats and had rowed 
some paces, they w ere mlbrmod by the watermen that Mr. 
Herbert, to whom lfart had revealed the plot, was also on 
the river and m pursuit of them. This intelligence excited 
Ralegh’s fears; but be wm reassured by Stucley, who 
threatened to kill the watermen if they did not proceed, 
and feigned concern at having ventured his fortunes and 
safety witli a man so full of doubts and apprehensions as 
Ralegh. As they approached Greenwich, the sudden 
glimpse of a boat again inspired Ralegh with suspicions of 
treachery and pursuit, but King persuaded him to proceed, 
with assurances of reaching Tilbury in safety. Butin these 
delays the serving of the tide was disregarded, until the 
watei men declared it to be impossible to arrive at Graves- 
end till morning. Upon hearing of this disaster Ralegh 
was almost resolved to land at Vurflcet, an idea which was 
encouraged both by Hart and by Stucley; Ihe former prom- 
ising to procure him horses to Tilbury, and the latter offer-, 
ing to carry the cloak-bag for the distance of half-a-mile 
after landing: but the faithful and cautious Captain King 
negatived the proposal, assuring Ralegh that if they could 
not reach Gravesend by water, it were impossible to com- 
pass that distance by land, in the dead of night and without 
,Jhc certainty of procuring horses. " «■ 

During these debates they passed Woolwich ; and now 
Ralegh became fully sensible of the dangers by which lie 
was assailed, although he was still ignorant of the treachery 
by w u ich these penis were contrived, and directed to his 
ruin. After encountering several small boats, it became 
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evident to him that they contained the emissaries of Her- 
bert, whom ho had been instructed to consider as commit 
Honed by James to apprehend him. He still, however, con- 
tided in Stucley, who kept lip the appearance of friendly 
interest in his escape, promising to return with him to lus 
own ho use,* and embracing Jus deluded prisoner with an af- 
fectation of regard winch put the finishing touches to the 
character of this accomplished villain. The bctmyod and 
the hot layer retraced their watery way to Green wicfli 
where, Stucley pretending that ho dared not carry Ralegh 
furl her, they landed. Here they encountered the boats 
which had before alarmed Ralegh, which now proved to lie 
full of men in the service of Mr. William Herbert, and of 
Sir William St. John, who had formerly procured Ralegh's 
liberation on the payment of a turn of money. As Cap- 
tain King, with Ins unfortunate master, passed over 
Greenwich Bridge, Stucley made an attempt upon file 
fidelity of King, advising him to appeal to tie* world to 
concur m the plot for delivering Ralegh into »ne hands of 
lus enemies. But this proposal was rejected with indigna- 
tion by the gallant officer, who was immediately arrested 
by Stucley, and committed to the charge of two of Her- 
bert’s men. The party entered a tavern, m which King 
heard Ralegh utter tins calm but expressive reproach to 
the contemptible Stucley. “ Sir Lew'is, these actions will 
not turn out to your credit,” On the ensuing day Ralegh 
was conducted to the Tower; and on entering tins well- 
known edifice, he observed to King that he “w.is Jumsplf 
the mark shot at,” buf that King need not apprehend the 
consequences of tins affiur. The dejected and disappointed 
officer was then obliged to take a last farewell of the mas- 
ter for whom he had risked so much ; leaving him, as he 
touchingly expressed it, in the guardianship of that Provi- 
dence ' with whom,” said he, “I do not doubt but lus soul 
rosfeth.” 

Such was the tissue of treachery, coarsely contrived, and 
carelessly executed, by which the final destruction of Ra- 
legh was effected. That he could rush into a snare prepa^ 
ed with so little address, would excite surprise, were it not 
remembered how often desperation unnerves the strongest, 
and blinds the most acute minds. A species of fataljtjr, as 
the superstitious may consider it, seems, indeed, to have in- 
volved the lost years of Ralegh’s existence. His resolu- 
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t)on appears to have wavered, and Ins credulity to have 
preponderated over the caution which Jus si tun non pecu- 
liarly required. VY'lion it would be probable and natural 
that ho should, from mournful experience, distrust all men, 
he accorded his confidence to those who.-o deeds were 
equivocal, and whose worldly interests might He promoted 
by his rum. The \ivid perceptions of that mind which 
could investigate the concerns of past ages, and dive into 

f ose of the future with almost prophetic scan, were ol»- 
ured when his own immediate and important atliurs were 
pressed upon lum by emergencies, which, whilst they al- 
most broke a heart worn out vvilh contending emotions, 
weakened the faculties of an understanding, such as few 
men could boast of possessing. 

But the tragedy of Ralegh's life was now nearly draw- 
ing to ti conclusion, and the repose oft ho grave, purchased 
by the agonies of ail ignominious death, was soon to be his 
portion. On the 10th of August, In' had again Iven con- 
signed as a prisoner to that gloomy residence with which 
he was already but too well acquainted. Jl is probable 
that he was here joined by Lady Ralegh, although that fact 
has not been specifically mentioned; yet she who had fbl- 
low'ed him m Jus good and ill lor times was little likely to 
desert him in the last extremity. 

A committee was, m a few days, appointed to examine 
into the details and motives of Ralegh’s intended flight, 
winch was decried as an heinous offence, and as a distrust 
of tht King’s mercy never to be forgiven hj, the royal per- 
sonage, whoso mrrriis. as they were called, had been for- 
merly so graciously extended.* Vet considerable interest 
was still exerted for one whose sufferings and whose ser- 
vices "'ere, in the minds of the impartial, the sources of. 
commiseration and subjects of praise The Queen, with a 
generous earnestness which redeems the frivolity of her 
character, wrote to the Vdliers. now Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, whom she addressed as her “ kindc doggo,” entmt- 
ing him, as she hud any favor or credit with him, “ to let 
eJ*er have a trial of it at this time, in dealing earnestly and 
sincerely with the King, that Sir Walter Ralegh’s life 
might not be called m question. f” 

Lord Carevv, the relative and constant friend of Ralegh, 
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Tiad already, on Ins knees, interceded with the Kin nr in his 
behalf, but was answered by the remark from his Majesty, 
“ that it were as well to hang’ him as deliver him to the 
Km" of Spam, who assuredly would;’ 1 and “one of these 
two things he must do, if the rase were as the Spanish 
imilKistHidurlmd represented it” And when Lord (’mew 
still entreated for mercy, lie was dismissed with the obser- 
vation, that “ the most he could expect vvns that the King 
would give him a hearing.*” lint, whilst Ralegh’s fneiiiS 
earnestly desired a legal invent igutiou into Ins ease, and 
confidently expected tli.it hr would make Ins cause good, 
they anticipated not (lie perversion oi law, and the depar- 
ture fiom every principle of equity by which that promised 
inquiry was to be characterized, and the fate of the object 
of then* solicit ude deteunined. 

Ralegh now resolved to take lus came into his own 
hands; but though few pens could plead '■•i otlectually as 
lus, Ins repute 1 1 rations appear not to Liv' 1 r- teived the 
slightest encouragement in tins instance T the Marquis 
of I5iu king ham, he, with a delicacy siutnhl to a mind so 
at coiiiplisht d as lm, apologized tor presuming to address 
“so oie.it and vvoithy a poison, wdio had been told that lie 
had don*' him some wrong. J heard of it,” lie continues, 
u but of late , but most happy had I been if 1 might have 
disproved that villany against me, when ti'« ,c hurl been 
no suspicion that the desire to save my life had presented 
my excuse.f” 

It is observable that, in Ralegh’s letters, in many of 
winch he had, unhnppil), to plead for life, or to sue tor 
justice, there prevails a becoming tone of humility and 
supplication, free from abject flattery or from undignified. 
Jumcntntiun. Tn tin' document now referred to, containing 
hi* last appeal to the intercession of Buckingham, lie justi- 
fies hn/.'elf with a rlearness and manliness, distinct from 
the petulance of a rash nnd arrogant adventurer, and de- 
void of presumption. In nil bis written communications, 
whether addre^cd to the great, to ln«* intimate associates, 
or to the behoved mcmbcis of his family, there pervadeP 
the true spirit of an accomplished Knglish gentleman. The 
innid fondly dwells ujxm certain attributes of his character, 
and, with the more tenacity ami regret, as we appjjjach 

* Cayley, n. 1J7. 
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tJie close of so much excellence, the destruction of such 
attainments, greater, and more brilliant m the mournful 
sun-set of Ralegh’s existence, than in lus meridian of 
glory. 

In Ins explicit justification of his projected esrnpc, Sir 
Walter avows to Vilhers, thnt “it was the lost severe let- 
ter from the lords for the bringing of him up, and the im- 
patience of dishonor, that put him lirst m tear of lus life, or 
enjoying it in perpetual imprisonment, never torecovei his 
reputation lost, which strengthened me,” he proceeds to 
say, “m my late, and too Jate«]amented resolution, if his 
Majesty’s mercy do not abound ; if Jus Ma jesty do not pity 
my age, and scorn to take the extreme and utmost advan- 
tage of my errors; if his Majesty, in his great charity, do 
not make a difference let ween olicnces proceeding from a 
life-saving natural impulsion, without an ill intent, and 
those ot an ill heart.” 

i\ T o reply to this letter has been transmitted to us; and 
it is but too probable that the exertions of the young and 
prosperous courtier to whom it was addressed, were not 
extended to sustain a cause so weak, and almost hopeless, 
as that of Ralegh. Meanwhile the commissioners who 
were appointed to examine him, were unable even in the 
most minute exercise of their oflicc, and in their daily 
visits to the Tower, to extract from the depositions of Jus 
late companions in his voyage, any evidence of treasonable 
designs, or of piratical practices* At the end of the 
King’s “ Declaration of the Demeanor and Carnage of Sir 
Walter Ralegh,” &c. the names of these commissioners 
are supposed to have been annexed! ; and if 1 hat conjecture 
be correct, their testimony to tin* truth of the charges con- 
tained in that publication is implied. The allegations 
which James, in the fullness of royal dignity, deemed it ex- 
pedient to publish, by way of apology, otter the death of 
his victim, were neither adduced during the life of Rulegli, 
nor supported by any credible witness after the termina- 
tion ot his career. The tenor of the Declaration is, in 
♦Act, so much inflated by exaggeration, and its 'details have 
so greatly the air of invention, that little importance would 
have been annexed to it ns historical evidence, had it not 
been for the strange, and, apparently, careless credence 
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afforded to it bv one of tlie most eminent and elegant <&f 
historians.* The deductions which he derives from it are 
amply refuted, as tar as they relate to the expedition itself, 
by a simple leterenco to Ralegh's Ajxriogy tin* his last Voy- 
age to tiuiuna,f a narrative w lut h might liave been con- 
tradicted by the united testimony of Ins whole crew and 
officers, had they been disposed or able to disprove the 
truth of his statements. Thu alleged details of Sir Wal- 
ter’s, conduct after Ins return to Ragland, deserve even less 
eonside ration by the inquirers into historical truth, than 
his motives and ad ions during the period of Ins absence 
from this country. These partienlars rest chiefly upon 
the testimony of Manuoiirie, the French empiric, whom 
the insidious St uc ley engaged to act oinpniiy Jum at Ply- 
mouth, under pretext of his attending to Ralegh's health, 
and affording him the alleviation of Ins advice. It is suf- 
ficient hereto state the heads of those cidumnir-s which 
Mannoune, doubtless by the influence t if ‘,01110 lucrative 
advantage, w 7 as instigated to produce aiming his patient. 
1 low far they wore rebutted or ucknowled _od by Ralegh, 
will appear u |mii Ins trial 

In Ala iiTiou ne's depositions it is stated, that Sir Walter 
had persuaded the quark to administer to him medicines in 
order to bring on the appearances of violent and dangeious 
disease. This limit w'us attributed to the desire which he 
niitunlly felt to »nm time, and lobe permit i n d to remain 
at Ins own residence 111 Tendon, whence lie might easily 
effect his escape. The account of this alleged st ratagem is 
given with much circumlocution, and with many frivolous 
and even disgusting details. It is almost incredible that Sir 
Wal* er should have laid himself open to a man of whom he 
knew* hut little, m the manner which iMannoune describes. 
It is likewise incredible that lie should Fern had recourse 
to the despmate and absurd contrivance** which Mannoune 
describes him to have adopted. They wren;, however, ad- 
duced nor only as proofs of conscious guilt, but as deeds of 
guilt in themselves, as “ impostures” “declining Jus Majes- 
ty's goodies” iuid thus rendering himself unworthy of his 
Majesty’s farther mercy. Tm? question may, however , 1 %e 
asked — why, it sufficient evidence could have been adduced 
againtt Rafcgli of fresh schemes against government, his 

t Ca> ley, 11 t#T 
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ftrtmcr sentence was, as wo shall find, revived, in order to 
give a color of justice to Ins condemnation? It was, how- 
ever, pretended, “ that his former attainders for treason be- 
ing the highest and last woik of the law,” his “ Majesty 
was enforced, (except attainders should heroine privileges 
for all subsequent offences,) to resolve to have Inui executed 
upon his former attainder.*” 

The council, after deliberating for some time, were una- 
ble to recommend a fresh trial, either on the grounds of 
JtaJegh's attack upon Guiana, or on the feebler allegations 
against him. The first inode of impeachment would have 
acknowledged a cession of the English interest in th*? 
province of Guiana to Sj>ain; the latter was totally unsup- 
ported except by the evidence of Mannourie and Stucley, 
both now the objects of popular suspicion, and, eventually, 
of universal odium and contempt. 

On the 23d of October, a discussion took place in the 
Privy Council with regard to the mode in which pinners 
condemned for treason, and sot at liberty, could he legally 
executed. In tins conference, at which all the judges vveio 
present, it was determined to send a Privy Seal to the 
Judges of the King’s Bench, comma ml mg “them to pro- 
ceed against Ralegh according to law.f* On the ensuing 
day he received notice from the commissioners to prepare 
for death, lie was, at this time, ill of an aguish com- 
plaint, which he had, probably, mcuriod in Guiana, in which 
such diseases are prevalent. From the hot stage of this 
disease the unhappy man was aroused, on the Mil of 
October, at eight o’clock m the morning, and conveyed 
to the Court of King’s Bench m Westminster, being taken 
thither by writ of habeas corpus. An account of the pro- 
ceedings against him has been preserved m the TIarleian 
Collects 's and other authentic sources, and transmitted 
tli rough the medium of the State Trials. 

In the last process against him a writ was firsi read, 
purporting, “that whereas Sir Walter being long before 
m the presence 1 of divers noble personages, legal lv convict- 

a of high treason at Winchester, was them and there nd- 
god to be hanged, drawn, and quartered.” After going 
through this foirn. the attorney-general rase to make the 
expected harangue iijwn the case. The person on whom 
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this office fell was Henry Yelverton, a man of reputed 
honor, who had been raised to Ins present eminence by 
Tar, Karl of Rochester, hut was destined to experience 
himself the vicissitudes of fortune, through the agency of 
Buckingham, whose coiruptious Yelverton afterwards at- 
tempted to«op|)oso. + It is melancholy to reflect, that a man 
of probity and of extensive legal acquirements should have 
been induced or const rained, by Ins prosecution of Ralegh, 
ft' not to violate the laws of his country, at least to infringe 
upon the spirit of equity in winch those laws are in most 
instances dictated. Rut, Yelverton. redeeming Ins charac- 
ter 1)\ Ins subsequent conduct, by his resistance to certain 
pal cuts which Buckingham desired to grant, was, like the 
oppressed individual in whose rum he now concurred, 
doomed to experience the tenois and anxieties of impris- 
onment, being afterwards committed to the Tower, and 
deprived of In* office lor a time, although eventually re- 
stored to more than Ins firmer honor. Ills -peer 1 1 was 
concise, and consisted in a mere formal exposition of the 
case, tending rather to compliment, than to confound, and 
wlily the unhappy prisoner. Invective was now unneces- 
sary, and even Coke’s vituperations would, perhaps, have 
been silenced by the defenceless nature of Ralegh’s situa- 
tion, by Ins infirmities, and broken spirits, and by the con- 
templation of one so gifted .and one so fawned, humbled 
beneath the very feet of those above whom lie mso proudly 
superior in intellectual eminence. Kven Yelverton could 
not, in his address, forbear describing him as a man, “ who, 
in legard of Ins parts and quality, was to be pitied.” ** Sir 
Waller Ralegh,” he continued, “m his time, was a star; 
yea, and of such nature, that shincth fair; hut out of the 
ncc es*itv of state, like stars when they trouble the sphere, 
“must indeed fall.f” 

Sir Walter was then asked what he should say for him- 
self why execution should not he awarded against him? 
lie first replied, hv apologizing for the weakness of his 
voice by reason of Ins late sickness, and an ague, in the 
access of vwlnch he had been brought before their tribu* 
mil. lie also requested the accommodation of pen and ink. 

Rmng told by Nir Henry Montague, the Lord Chief 
Justice, that “ his voice was audible enough,” he then pro- 
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ceedcd. Ilis expostulations with the court were put forth 
with that moderation and judgment which he well knew 
how to call to his aid upon important occasions. He told 
his judges, that w ith respect to his former sentence, he had 
conceived lmnself to be discharged of it, when it had been 
His Majesty’s pleasure to grant him a commission to pro- 
ceed on a voyage beyond the seas, wherein he lmd power, 
as marshal, over the life and death of others. As he pio- 
ceeded to descant upon tin; circumstances of his voyage to 
Guiana, he was checked by t)ie Lord Chief Justice, who 
informed him that his commission could not m .anyway 
help him, and did not. imply a pardon ; and that “ there 
was no word tending to pardon in all his commission;” 
44 therefore,” continued he, “you must say something efoo 
to the purpose, otherwise \vc must proceed to give execu- 
tion.*” 

Upon perceiving the hopelessness of his case, Ralegh 
forbore further argument, and, throwing lmnself on the 
mercy of the King, said, that with respect to his former 
judgment, some “ present could witness, nay, his Majesty 
was of opinion, that lie Jiad hard measure therein.” 

This appeal, though of course unavailing, was answered 
in a tone of moderation, and with a degree of humane con- 
sideration, which proved how greatly public opinion ii.xi 
been altered in his favor since Ins trial. It was, however, 
thought necessary to assure lum that lie had an “honorable 
trial,” and was justly convicted : lie was recommended to 
subimr himself, and to confess that Ins offence had justly 
drawn his former judgment upon him. He was told, that 
for the last fifteen years he had been as a dead man in the 
law, and might in any moment have been cut off; that new 
offences had now “stirred up his Majesty's justice” to re- . 
vive what the law had formerly cast upon him. “ J know,” 
continued Montague, “you have been valiant and wise; 
and I doubt not but you retain both these virtues, for now 
you shall have occasion to use them. Your faith hath here- 
tofore been questioned, but I am resolved you are a good 
Christian, for your book, which is an admirable work, doth 
testify as much. T would give you counsel, but I know 
you can apply unto yourself far better than I am able to 
give jjou ; yet will I, with the good neighbor in the Gospel, 


* Cayley, ii. 15X 
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(who fin din nr one wounded nnd distressed, poured oil into 
his wounds and refreshed him,) give unto >ou the oil of 
comfort, in respect that I am a minister of the law, mixed 
with vinegar. Sorrow will not avail you -in some kind ; 
for were you pained, sorrow would not ease you; were you 
afflicted, sorrow would not relieve you; wen* you torment- 
ed, sorrow would not content jou ; and yet the sorrow tor 
your sms would he an everlasting comfort to you.” With 
these, and similar exhortations, too easily offered to others, 
loo hardly applied to oneself, perhaps well meant, yet tam- 
pering, as it were, with the grief they were intended to 
subdue, the Jiord Chief Justice concluded the proceed inga 
by declaring that “execution was granted.” No supplica- 
tions lor life, no base confessions with a view to conciliate 
pardon, no abject, flattering encomiums of the Kipg’s 
wonted mercy, wore hoard from the prisoner; greater, 
perhaps, m this state of unjust condemnation, than in pros- 
perity. lie bogged merely not to be cutoff suddenly, 
tor that he “had something to do m discharge of his con- 
science, something to satisfy the world in ;” and he “de- 
sired to he hoard at flic day of his death.” In requesting 
111 is leisure lie besought them not to consider that he crav- 
ed one minute of life, for being now old, sickly, in disgrace, 
and certain of death, life was wearisome to him. He said, 
with «ni emphasis almost approaching to sublimity, that ho 
iio\or was disloyal to His Majesty, which lie should prove 
where he should not fear the fiiee of any king on earth, 
lie concluded ins addiess by beseeching that he might 
have their prayers, and was then conveyed under charge 
of the sheriffs to the Gate-house m Westminster, near the 
Palace Yard. 

The king was now in Hertfordshire, on Ms progress, yet 
the warrant tor Ralegh's execution was produced immedi- 
ately after the passing of the sentence, dated the same 
day, signed, and directed to the Lord Chancellor Verulam. 
The mode of execution was changed from hanging to that 
of behead mg only, a commutation of his sentence which 
Ralegh, it may be rememboied, had earnestly solicited^ 
his tinnier condi mnation. The tune for which he had pe- 
titioned, on the plea of both tenijioral nnd eternal concerns, 
was not hovve\er granted. James, who had absented him- 
self from the close of the mournful tragedy which^ per- 
mitted to disgrace the annals of his reign, was fearful, 
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probably, of the explosion of popular indignation. Appre- 
hensions of this nature probably hastened the death of Ra- 
legh. Perhaps, in merry, suspense, which often shakes 
the strongest minds, was not added to the other trials 
which tiie illustrious sufferer had to encounter., The bit- 
terness of death was past, when its certainty was pro- 
nounced. Thai, which to the happy, and to the sanguine, 
might be a close to enjoyment and to hope, was lo the sor- 
rowing father, the disappointed patriot, the subject, be- 
reaved of liberty, and loaded with disgrace, the commence- 
ment of a brighter existence, and the harbinger of jieaeo. 
Happily for Ralegh’s fame, and still more happily for Ins 
peace, his mind could rally under the pressure of severe 
calamities, and was aroused to exertions admirable to 
others, and conferring comfort to his own breast, by the 
presence of powerful excitements whether of joy, or of 
grief. By the regulation of his feelings, and, it may be 
trusted, the elevation of his thoughts to that source whence 
grace to the pure and contrite is never asked m vain, lie 
was enabled to reply to the sorrowing observations of his 
friends in a manner worthy of a Christian philosopher. 
“The world,” he calmly obserxed, “was but a large 
prison, out of which some were daily selected for execu- 
tion.” 

Hr. Robert Townson, Dean of Westminster, and after- 
wards Bishop of Salisbury, who was commanded by the 
Council to be with him, found him not only resigned, but 
a man most fearless of death that ever was known ; and the 
most resolute and confident, yet with reverence and con- 
science. When this divine endeavored to console him, 
he heard from the object of his solicitude that “ lie had 
never feared death;” and much less then, for it was hut an 
opinion and imagination ; and the manner of death, though 
to others it might seem grievous, yet he had rather die so 
than of a burning fever.” And when the conscientious and 
assiduous minister of the gospel sought to probe into his 
roul, and to discover whether that which the condemned 
mfcn described as religious confidence and peace j might not 
be the effect of presumption, or of vain-glory, lie was as- 
sured by Ralegh of his conviction that “ no man that knew 
God, (fled feared him, could die with cheerfulness and cour- 
age, except he were assured of the love and lav or of God 
towards him.” 
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On the day of his execution he received the communion, 
and was “very cheerful and merry,” expressing himself to 
Dr. Townton, lull of hopes that lie should, at his death, 
convince the world of his innocence. He never touched 
upon the grounds of his first trial, but asserted his inno- 
cence of thp charges latterly brought against him. 

*Ou the morning after sentence of execution, he met his 
doom. October 29th, the day of Ins death, was one of fes- 
tivity to many of his fellow-subjects, for it was that then 
usually appropriated to the I xml Major’s procession. Ra- 
legh, even to the last, behaved with his wonted magna- 
nimity, ate his breakfast as usual, and took tobacco; reply- 
ing to the observations of those who w'ere with him, that 
lie thought no more of Ins death than if he had been m 
preparation to take a journey. A scaflbld was erected in 
the Old Palace Yard, near the Pari imm nt House. This 
last stage to eternity Sir Walter a-eended with composure 
and even with cheerfulness, saluting the numerous and 
high-horn assemblage, who were present, among wliorq 
were many with whom he had been long and intimately 
acquainted. His dress, on this solemn occas.on, was studied 
with flic same precision and altenl ion to decorum that he 
had ever observed m his attire. It was grave but costly, 
and adapted at once to the accommodation of his infirmi- 
ties. and to the situation in which he was placed on this 
last occasion of his life. Drooping with sh kness, and 
broken with calamities and ill-requited services, his appear- 
ance may probably have suggested to the beholders the re- 
flection, 'that had the ax of the executioner spared him 
but tor a brief space of time, the visitations of disease, and 
the course of nature, would have relieved King James of 
In-, supposed and dreaded enemy. It must, indeed, have 
• been au alflieting, as it was a disgraceful hpertacle, to be- 
hold age, under its most venerable and pitiable aspect, thus 
exposed to a fate which, even m its softened form, could 
not be regarded but as one full of opprobrium and of se- 
venty. 

After silence had been proclaimed, Sir Walter add reared 
the bystanders, requesting them, if they perceived in him 
any weakness of voice, or faltering of manner, to attribute 
them to the languor of disease, with which he was attacked 
by intermission, and that this was the wonted hoiu^>f its 
approach. After a short pause he sat down, and turning 
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towards a window, in which were placed the Earls of 
Arundel, Northampton, and Doncaster, ho continued, “ [ 
thank (rod that he hath brought mo to die m the light, and 
not in darkness.” Rut fearing that his voice was inaudible, 
he said he would endeavor to exert it, upon which those 
noblemen immediately came to the scaffold, and, idler ex- 
changing salutations, were enabled effectively to hear Ra- 
legh’s last justification. In this lie distinctly, and to the 
impartial listener satisfactorily, justified himself from the 
principal allegations which had attainted his loyalty as a 
subject, his honor as a private individual, and his conduct 
as a navul commander. It has been before observed, that 
he also exonerated himself from the charge of having fid- 
lowed the Earl of Essex to the scaffold, that he might sa- 
tiate a base spirit of revenge with the sight of his suffer- 
ings. In vindicating Jus conduct as a subject, he domed 
with vehemence that he had ever engaged m any plot with 
the King of France, or had a commission from him, or even 
seen the hand-writing of that monarch. This had been 
one of the calumnies which Stucley and Mannoune had 
devised. lie solemnly declared that he had never utteied 
dishonorable or disloyal expressions touching the King; an 
accusation which had, he said, been fabricated by a “ ba*e 
Frenchman, a runagate fellow, one that had no dwelling — 
a kind of chemical fellow, one that he know to be perfidi- 
ous.” This man, he had, as he confessed, intrusted w ith 
the secret of his projected flight, which Mannoune had in- 
stantly revealed. 

lie acknowledged that he had intended to escape, but 
justified that natural design by the pica of wishing to save 
his life. He confessed, what was less excusable, that lie had 
dissembled and feigned sickness, but referred as a precedent, 
to the example of David, w ho hail assumed the appearance 
of an idiot to escape from his enemies. 

He declared that ho forgave his betrayers, Stucley and 
Mannoune, but warned all men to beware of their perfidy. 
He denied, specifically, several particulars which they had 
adduced, especially in relation to the sum of ten thousand 
founds, which Stucley had declared Sir Walter to have 
offered him as a bribe for his escape. Afler commenting 
minutely on hiB conduct during his voyage, he concluded 
his exportation in these words: — 

“ And now I entreat you all to join with me in prayer to 
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the Great God of Heaven, whom I grievously offended* 
being a man full of vanity, and lived a sinful life in all sin- 
ful callings, — for I have been a soldier, a captain, a sea-cap- 
tain, and a courtier, which arc courses of wretchedness and 
vice, — that God would forgive mo and castaway my sins from 
me, and thaf he would receive me mto everlasting bfe. So 
1 take my leave of all you, making my peace with God.” 

On the proclamation being made that all persons should 
depart from the scaffold, Sir Walter, after taking off some 
of lus attire, gave his hat, a wrought enp which he wore, and 
some money to his attendants. On bidding a lost farewell 
to the noblemen and other friends, who stood around him, 
he entreated the JiOrd Arundel to petition the King, that 
no calumnious publications might defame him alter Ins 
death: an entreaty which wns utterly disregarded. The 
composure of his demeanor may be gathered from the sim- 
ple and tranquil, yet decorous observations which fell in 
these solemn moments from lus lips. With the magnanimi- 
ty, without the untimely jocularity of Sir Thomas More, 
he referred to the awful change which both soul and body 
were shortly to undergo, by remarking “that he had a 
long journey to go, and must therefore speedily take his 
leave.” Having taken off his gown and doublet, he desired 
the executioner to show him the fatal instrument of destruc- 
tion. The man, hesitating to comply, Sir Waller said, “ I 
pr’ythee let me see it : dost thou think that I am afraid of 
it?” Having passed his linger on the edge of the ax, he 
returned it, saying to the sheriff, “ this is a sharp medicine, 
but it is a euro for all diseases.” Then, entreating the 
prayers of the beholders, that God might strengthen and 
assist him, he gave the customary forgiveness to the exe- 
cutioner, laying his hand on the shoulder of the man. 
These preliminaries being arranged, he was asked, as he 
.aid his head on the block, in which direction he would 
place it; an inquiry which he calmly answered, by ob-* 
serving “that if the heart be right, it were no matter 
which way the head was laid.” The executioner threw 
his cloak over him as he reclined his body on the block,* 
his face being turned towards the east. In a few seconds 
Sir Walter gave the signal that he was prepared for the 
solemn office, by raising his hand. No start of weakness, 
no trembling movement, indicated either the emotions of 
mental agitation, or those of nervous sensation. By two 
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strokes his head was severed from his body : it was then 
displayed to the populace on each side of the scaffold, and 
put into a red leather bag; and his velvet night-gown 
being thrown over it, it was carried away m a mourning 
coach belonging to the desolate Lady Ralegh, by whom it 
was long preserved m a case, and, after her' death, kept 
with the same reverential care by her son Carew, m whose 
grave it was buried. His body was interred in the church 
of St. Margaret, in Westminster, near the altar of the sa- 
cred edifice. 

After his death, two lines were generally circulated, 
stated to he Ins, and said to have been suggested by the 
expiring snuff of a candle, the very night before he died. 

Cowards fear to di<*, but coinage stout, 

Rather than live in snull, will be put out.* 

This couplet is also thought to have referred to a sug- 
gestion made to Ralegh to solicit Gondemur to sue to James 
for his pardon. The proposal was offered to him by [jord 
Clare, one of Ralegh’s earliest and latest friends, m asso- 
ciation with whom lie had served both in court and in 
camps, and to whom he was attached by reciprocity of 
sentiments, and similarity of pursuits. Yet Lord Clare 
could not prevuil with Ralegh to risk the chance of a re- 
fusal, with the sacrifice of that which he deemed a point of 
honor. “ I am neither so old nor so infirm,” said lie, “ but 
that, I should be content to live ; and, therefore, this would 
I do, were I sure it would do my business; but if it fail, 
then I shall lose both my life and my honor, and both those 
I will not part with.f” 

The lines, entitled by Archbishop Sancroft, “ Ralegh’s 
epitaph,” were given, according to that learned prelate, by 
Sir Walter to one of his attendants, the night before his- 
execution ; and were said to have been found in his .Bible, 
in the Gate-house at Westminster. This touching and al- 
tnost sublime composition, is thus given in the best collec- 
tion of Ralegh’s works : — 

Even such is tunc, that takea on trust 
Our youth, our joys, our all we have, 

And pays us but with age and dust; 

Who in the dark and silent grave, 

When we have wandered all our ways. 

Shuts up the story of our days ! 


* Folio edition of Ralegh, vni 720. 
t Note in Biog. from Collin’s Collections, fbl. p. 10. 
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Rut from tins earth, this gra\c, this dust, 

Thu Ijoui shall rai'-c me up, 1 trut .1 * 

The more elaborate poetical effusion, entitled the Fare- 
well, and formerly asserted to ha\ e been the composition 
of Italegh's last hours, was, however, in print so early as 
the year 1003, when it appeared in “Davisons’ Rhapsody.” 
It is also to he found m a manuscript collection of Ralegh’s 
Poems, dated 15tXi. It is written with considerable foice 
and point, and is, undoubtedly, the most vigorous of Ra- 
legh’s ]Hjems ; yet it breathes not that chastened and be- 
nevolent spmt which he appeals to have imbibed in the 
close of lus later years. 

Sovejal occurrences, unimportant in themselves, appear 
to have renewed the subject of Ralegh’s death in the pub- 
lic mind, tor n short tune offer his execution. One anec- 
dote, related hy Osburne, shows the jealousy of government 
of every tribute, whether serious or frivolous to his mem- 
ory; and also illustrates the summary and f i i.imiical inode 
then adopted of checking any popular feeling 

It was the fashion of those tunes, a cuslon in which the 
facetious Mr. Francis Osborne frequently concurred, for the 
principal nobles, gentry, courtiers, and men m professions 
and occupations, not “ merely mechanic,” to meet in St. 
Paul’s Church by eleven, and walk in the middle aisle till 
twelve. This practice was renewed after dinner, from 
three to hy, and afforded to the great, the gav, the ambi- 
tious, and the curious, a place of rendezvous, where the 
topics of the day were discussed,! and much important 
business, under the semblance of pastime, oftentimes ar- 
ranged. 

Soon after Ralegh’s death, Mr. Edward Wei mark, a 
wealthy merchant, one of the frequenters of this noted 
promenade, and called, oil that account, a Paul’s walker, 
chanced to express a wish that Ralegh’s head were on Sir 
Robert Nannton’s shoulders, alluding to the notion of inca- 
pacity and frivolity which he attached to Naunton, who 
was better fitted for a mere courtier, than for the office of 
Secretary of State. The observation was thought, how- 
ever, to imply an; insult, and the offence was deemed a 
grave one: Weimark was summoned before the privy 
Council, and wus obliged to allege in his defence, that he 
hail only meant that two heads were better than oife Some 

t Osborne's Mem of King James, 449. 


* See Oxford edition. 
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time afterwards, upon a contribution being- raised for St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, Wcirnark at the Council Chamber sub- 
scribed one hundred pounds ; but the secretary remarking, 
that “ two hundred were better than one,” the citizen be- 
came alarmed at the renewal of the old proverb, and dou- 
bled his subscription. 

Hut soon the recollection of Ralegh was dissipated by 
fresh events, or it passed away, according to the fashion 
of an inconstant woild, except in the minds of those whose 
love to hnn was not of a transitory nature. Dr. Townson, 
who, on the Oth of November, penned a narrative of lus 
last hours, remarks, “ this was the nows a week since ; but 
now it is blown over, and he is forgotten.*” Soon did his 
sad fate cease to excite sympathy, or the causes of his deatli 
to challenge conjecture. 

It is some consolation to find, that Stueley’s part in this 
mournful history, was not so hastily obliterated from tin? 
public mind. Both he and Mannourie became the subjects 
of universal opprobrium.! The firmness of Ralegh m his 
asseverations, having shaken all credence in Stucley’s cal- 
umnies, that individual offered, at court, to take the sacra- 
ment that what he had said of Ralegh was true, and to 
produce two other witnesses that would do the same. Nev- 
ertheless his company was obviously avoided ; and, on a 
subsequent occasion, his character was fully disclosed m a 
fraudulent transaction. For avarice, Ins besetting sin, 
having tempted him to lay lus hands upon some com in the 
very palace of Whitehall, he was condemned to bo hanged, 
and was constrained to purchase his pardon by the sacrifice 
of all his possessions, even, as it is said, to his shirt. He 
afterwards returned to the little island of Lundy, in the 
Severn, end died, in less than two years after Ralegh, in- 
sane, and a beggar.J 

Respecting Ralegh’s surviving family, a far more char- 
itable species of interest is felt, than that which the mise- 
rable fate of Stuclev inspires. His widow survived him 
nine and twenty years, but never replaced one who had 
fet' equals, by a second marriage. After his death she is 
said to have relaxed not in her exertions to rescue his 
property from the grasp of others, and to have petitioned 

* Towtison'ci Tx>lti*r, Oxford ed. vm. 762. 
t Letter m Cayley's App. n. 417. 


J Oldya, 221. 
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government to restore Jiis Tnsh estates to his family, on the 
ground that the sale was illegal, and the whole transaction 
irregular. 

Carew Ralegh, the only surviving offspring of Sir Wal- 
ter and liady Ralegh, was, at the time of his father’s denth, 
thirteen years of age. lie was educated at Wad ham Col- 
lege, Oxford, and introduced at Court, by William Earl of 
Pembroke, his kinsman, and the son of that noble lady who 
was the subject of Ren Jenson’s commendations, and who 
had formerly interceded for Sir Walter Ralegh, lint, al- 
though thus protected, the misfortunes of his family were, 
in many respects, extended to Carew Ralegh. On Ins ap- 
pearance at Court, the King observing “that he looked 
like the ghost of his father,” the poor youth was constrained 
to absent himself, and to travel for a year, when the death 
of James occurring, he returned. Parliament being then 
sitting, he petitioned to be restored to his i ights. hut was 
not allowed the privilege of inheriting his fille r's proper- 
ty, until lie had been induced, by threats and persuasions, 
to give up all claim ujmn the Sherborne estate, which had 
been consigner] to Dighy, Earl of Rristoi. Nor was that 
portion of his father’s lands ever restored to him, although, 
upon the subsequent flight of l)igby to France, a fair op- 
portunity of rendering him justice was presented. lie 
was permitted, however, to retain a pension of 41 MZ. a year, 
which had been allowed to l^ady Ralegh during her life, 
and hr* was afterwards constituted by General Monk, gov- 
ernor of Jersey. Carew Ralegh sought to vindicate his 
father’s fame both in his letters to Mr. James Howell ; and 
in Jus work, entitled a “Brief Relation of Sir Walter Ra- 
legh’s Troubles.” He is also supposed to have been the 
“author of “Observations on Sanderson’s History of Mary 
Queen of Scots, and her son James.” He inherited some 
portion of his father’s abilities, and pooticul turn, but not 
his enthusiasm and elevation of character. Perhaps the 
depressing circumstances of lus birth and education, may 
account for the cautious, and as some writers state, inter- 
ested nature of Ins disposition. By a fortunate marrm^fc 
he became possessed of wealth ; and, in the person of his 
son, the title of Sir Walter Ralegh was revived, at the 
restoration of Charles II. It is a pleasing trait in tj^e con- 
duct of Carew Ralegh, that he chose to be buried m his 
father’s grave, at Westminster, in preference to being in- 
• W 2 
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terrcd at either of the country-seats of which lie had be- 
come possessed, both at West Horsley, in Surrey, and at 
Kenton Park, near Hampton Court.* 

The works which Ralegh left behind him, in prose 
alone, are considerable ; and as not many writers have ex- 
ceeded linn m the number of his compositions, very few 
can also be found who have equalled him in the variety ot 
his subjects. 

His poetical compositions in order of time, are first enu- 
merated by those who have sedulously collected them from 
various publications, or from the Abhinolean Library at Ox- 
ford, in which several manuscript pieces attributed to him 
have been disco\ ered. Unlike the poets of more modern 
times, Ralegh appears to liave carelessly scattered the ef- 
fusions of his fancy m sundry contemporary publications, 
to have neglected their preservation, and to have disre- 
garded the possibility of their being attributed to others. 
It is remarkable that a stanza in his “ Silent Lover, M one 
of his most eulogized poems, was, about seventy years ago, 
current among the fashionable literury circles, as the pro- 
duction of' the celebrated Earl of Chestcrfield.+ 

It is evident that Ralegh had recourse to poetry as a 
recreation only, and that he never, even in his youth, con- 
sidered it as the probable basis of his fame. Hence, the 
desultory mode m which Ins lyric ellorts were flung, as it 
were, from his pen ; most of them originating in the {Hiss- 
ing circumstances of the day, and written in the enthu- 
siasm jf the moment. We are therefore to regard his 
poems « the indications, rather than the fruits of his 
genius. The mind which unfolds itself in his finished 
works, is also displayed, forcible, elegant, and imaginative, 
in the dr ’inis of Ins muse , but it is obvious that he be- 
stowed not, m preparing these latter exhibitions of talent, 
the same care as in more important undertakings. Of his 
poetry, a considerable portion is devotional ; some pieces 

* In the same tomb with the father and son or very near to it, were 
iV?rr»*d the ri'inaiiiH of James Ilurungton, the author of Oceana Au 
biey MSS Oxt e.l R W. vm. 744. 

t Oxf. ed Ral. Works, vm 775, note. The stanza runs thus 

Silence in love bewrays more woe 
Than words, though ne'er so witty, 

A beggar that is dumb, you know 
Descrvoth double pity. 
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are dedicated to flattery of Queen Elizabeth, under a strain 
of a lire ted humility and of passionate admiration. A few 
pistoral, and two "satirical compositions vary the collec- 
tion ; but the finest verses are those already referred to in 
some publications entitled the “Farewell,” and in others 
the “ file*” and beginning with the spirited and vftdl- 
known stanza, 

Go soul the body's guest, 

U [Kin ;t thankless errand. 

Fear not to tourll tin* first, 

The ti utli Hli.ill bo tliy wanunt. 

As a poet, Sir Walter Ralegh might, perhaps, in the 
lapse of time have been forgotten, except by the antiqua- 
ry; but there is scarcely anolher subject which ho has 
handled, his treatises upon which would not have insured 
him an exalted rank in the literature of his country. Pos- 
sessed not only of extensive knowledge, but *.f indefatiga- 
ble industry, lie displayed a perfect acquaintance both with 
military and maritime science, and proved m h s numerous 
publications on these subjects, not only tfi.s* Ins theories 
were well-digested and ingenious, but that ins information 
was practical, and his facts gleaned from experience. Upon 
military operations he wrote three discom-sos, two of which 
were completed during the three eventful mid busy years 
of lus life, before the invasion of llie SpmiKli Armada. 
Upon mantim.il concerns he published no ibwei than eight 
treatises, 1 ' being, as lie proudly announced, the first writer 
either ancient or modern that had treated on tin.- subject. f 
These works are written with great perspicuity, and, al- 
though the practices recommended in them be now* obso- 
lete, and the improvements and plans suggested, super- 
seded by the rapid strides of modem science, they are in- 
teresting, as all compositions dictated by good sense and 
experience must ever be ; and curious, as illustrating the 
comparative progress of navigation, and of the arts con- 
nected with it. Several of the essays were dedicated, or 
addressed m the form of letters, to Prince Henry. 

The geographical discoveries of Ralegh would have hcjjd 
a much higher station m the collectanea of valuable disser- 
tations which he left, to posterity, had not their credit been 
lessened by speculations m which the interests of his iinme* 

* Pee Note*! in Iliog art Ralegh, with a complete list of his works. 

t Hist. Wood. lib. 5. cap. 1. sect. G. 
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diftte gains were obviously considered, and those of truth 
disregarded. He appears to have relied too readily upon 
the accounts of others, and to have allowed himself, ac- 
cording to the fashion of the day, when no precision m geo- 
graphical delineations was deemed essential, too pinch lati- 
tude in conjecture; an error which eventually, ns wc have 
seen, proved fatal to his reputation. Those of Ips works, 
which may be classed under the head of Physical Geogra- 
phy, consisted of several discourses upon the discovery, 
planting, .and settlement of Virginia ; a treatise on the West 
Indies; and his accounts of Guiana, which have already 
been noticed. 

It has been well remarked, that Ralegh w'as no less 
qualified to govern nations, than to conquer or defend 
them, an observation which was drawn forth by the num- 
ber of political works which he composed. Of these, one 
treatise entitled “The Cabinet Council, containing the 
chief Arts of Empire, and Mysteries of State, ciiscabinet- 
cd;” was published by Milton in lOfiS; with the motto, 
“QuisMartem tunica tectum adamantina digne scripsc- 
rit !" And with the following notice. “ Having had the 
manuscript of this treatise, written by Sir Walter Ralegh, 
many years in my hands, and finding it lately by chance, 
among other books and papers, upon reading thereof, I 
thought it a kind of injury to withhold longer the work of 
so eminent an author from tho public ; it being both an- 
swerable in style to other works of his already extant, as 
far as The subject will permit, and given me for a true 
copy by a learned man at Ins death, who had collected 
several such pieces.* 

“John Milton.” 

Whilst this essay treats on the nature of governments 
generally, that on the Prerogative of Parliament, dedicated 
to King James, and printed at Middleburgh m 1G2H, des- 
cants m the form of dialogue, and in an ingenious and ani- 
mated manner, on the peculiarities, history, and advantages 
oft*he English constitution and usages, with which Ralegh 
had no ordinary nor superficial acquaintance. His treatises 
on political subjects amount in number to ten ; the authen- 
ticity of one or two of these is, however, doubtful ; several 
are stilt in manuscript in the Ashmolean Library at Ox- 

*Seo Oxford edit, of Ralegh's Works, vol. vm. p. 30. 
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ord ; but lew of these were published during his lifetime, 
*nd, consequently, liuil neither the benefit of his correc- 
tions, nor of his inspection. 

The philosophical writings of Ralegh are remarkable for 
the peculiarly happy and elegant mode in which his posi- 
tions are illustrated, and for the fascination winch he 
throws around his subject Whilst to the profound ineta- 
phjsicinn they may appear deficient m depth, or imperfect 
in conception and arrangement they arc, perhaps, to a 
general reader, the must engaging of all his works. In 
the “Sceptic,” he has ingeniously shown the various and 
contradictory views, which may, with an appearance of 
justice, be entertained of the same subjects. Upon this 
fanciful plan, lie lias displayed extensive observations of 
nature, and a knowledge of her economy, which excite 
wonder and admiration, when his multifarious occupations, 
m the court, the camp, and the cabinet, ore « oesulored. 
Ralegh, during the short periods of loisure winch he en- 
joyed, must have been an indefatigable studerr, and that 
which m private he stored up with so much assiduity, he 
knew well how to apply with address, when called forth 
by occasion. 

Among Ins philosophical works have been classed, “The 
Instructions to his Son, and Posterity,” published after his 
death, m the small collection of his works, entitled his 
“ Remains.” This didactic composition reminds the mod- 
ern reader, in many passages, of the celebrated Letters of 
Lord Chesterfield, who may, perhaps, have borrowed the 
notion of such a form of admonition from this little work. 
Rut Ralegh, m directing the attention of youth to the for- 
mation of character, presents, as the only solid foundation, 
the pure principles of Christianity, and derives his best max- 
ims from Holy Writ itself He places, indeed, a sufficient, 
and perhaps more than sufficient importance upon worldly 
motives a rid worldly prudence ; but he considers them ever as 
in subjection to virtue and religion. In this respect lie holds a 
rank us an instructor, far superior to the ingenious writer with 
whom the foregoing comparison has been made. Although 
he enters not into the miuutne of deportment, habits, and 
dress, nor upon the methods necessary for the attainment 
of a good name m society, upon which Lord Chesterfield 
peculiarly insisted, yet he may be deemed, of the two, 
the wiser friend, and, it may be added, the more affection- 
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ate father ; for he writes with a more earnest regard to 
those interests of his child, and of youth in general, to 
which an anxious parent would look with solicitude, and 
inculcate with the greatest assiduity. The essays of Ra- 
legh arc calculated to form the pure and well-intentioned 
youth, into an upright and religious member <5f the com- 
munity. Those of his modern rival are qualified to nour- 
ish selfishness, to encourage the subtleties and artifices of 
polite life, and to convert the aspirations of youthful ambi- 
tion into an habitual reverence for worldly advantages, and 
for these alone. 

With these instructions of Ralegh ta his son, has been 
published another essay, entitled, “ The dutiful Advice of 
a loving Son to his Father,” by some considered as a satire 
upon Ralegh, but, by most of his biographers, considered to 
be the production of Ins son. 

Such was the variety of Ralegh’s avocations, that, be- 
sides these works on Moral Philosophy, he left tv. o others 
on Natural Philosophy, lor one of which, “ A Treatise on 
Mines, and the Trial of Minerals,” he found time to collect 
materials during his transient visits into Cornwall and De- 
vonshire, and improved, and extended the ideas thus ac- 
quired, by his acquaintance with the West Indies, and Ins 
intimacy with Sir Adrian Gilbert. That kinsman of Ra- 
legh, began, in the reign of Elizabeth, to explore the long- 
neglectcd mines of Comb Martin, from the stores of which 
Edward the Third supplied the resources for his wars with 
France ; and from the silver ore of which, Sir Adrian 
cause ! two massy goblets to be formed, one of which he 
presented to the Earl of Batli, and the other to the Lord 
Mayor of London, in the thirty-fifth year of the Queen’s 
reign.* 

Ralegh also left a collection of “ Chymical and medicinal 
receipts for fixing mercury, preparing antimony, und for 
the cure of various diseases.” This work is still in manu- 
script, in the library of Sir Hans Sloane : it is contained m 
about seventy leaves m quarto ; and on one leaf Sir Wai- 
fer has written, “our great cordial,” with a line under it, 
and a list of ingredients following. f 

Of Ralegh’s historical productions, some incidental no- 
tices jjave already been given in the course of this sketch 


•Oldy*. 183. 


f Note m Oldys, 1831 
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of his lifo. The noblest of all his literary productions, /lie 
History of the World, was not, in all probability, commenced 
until lie had entered his fifty-first year; and when, in sick- 
ness and despondency, lie hail to check the aillicting retro- 
spection of his heaviest calamities, to sustain unrelenting 
persecutions, and the most appalling reverses of fortune, 
and to contend against the depression naturally produced 
by the prospect of a long imprisonment Much were the 
circumstances with winch he had to conflict, and such 
their tendency to damp his ardor for fame, and to chill 
every transport of enthusiasm. These were, how ever, m- 
eftectuul in impeding the progress of such a portion of this 
undertaking as is sufficient to perpetuate Ralegh’s name, 
so Jong as our national literature shall continue to exist 
It is deeply to be regretted, that if lie had actually collect- 
ed materials for a second part, they were de. c troy<*d, or suf- 
fered to remain useless. If, as an historian ol remote ages, 
lie could throw uny interest into the narrative of early 
tunes, how vivid would have been his pictures of modem 
manners; how animated his details of the w movements of 
chivalry ; how graphic, and yet how impartial, his relations 
of the vast changes, which time, conquest, or religion, ef- 
fect upon our moral condition I It is, however, problemati- 
cal, whether more than loose notes, or luicty reflections 
were really compiled for the sequel of this just iv eulogized 
undertaking. 

On Ralegh’s epistolary remains, too high an encomium 
can scarcely be passed. Of these Mr. Oldys had seen 
twenty-eight letters, either m manuscript or in print, which, 
with the addition of those printed in the Appendix to this 
work, and collected from the State Paper Office, amount 
to a considerable number, and would form a small volume. 
Some of his epistles, especially to Sir Ralph Win wood, 
may be ranked, from the important events they describe, 
and their official character, among his historical produc- 
tions. In this form of composition, Ralegh is always ad- 
mirable ; and, whether we view him as a grave narrator 
of facts, or in the familiarity of friendly communicatit^i, 
he has been equalled by few of our English writers ; for 
few have possessed the art to appear wholly conrerned in 
their subjects, and but little in themselves. It lias been 
remarked, respecting a letter of Ralegh’s published by Sir 
Richard Steele in the Englishman, that there is no satisfac- 
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tory evidence of its authenticity.* This, of his epistles, is 
most generally admired, and known ; yet, although a beauti- 
ful composition, it might seem rather to be the production 
of Steele himself; than of Ralegh, with whose sentiments of 
monarchy, f as well as with his usual style of composition, 
it is at variance in many respects. 

Sir Walter Ralegh was sixty years old at the time of 
his death ; but, although then suffering from fever, retained 
considerable vigor of constitution, even to the last. The 
attributes of Ins person were universally acknowledged by 
his contemporaries, to be strength, symmetry, and dignity ; 
of his countenance, proportion and expression, not, indeed, 
wholly devoid of a peculiarity, at first sight, unpleasing; 
Ins forehead was exceedingly high, and the contour of his 
face altogether long ; and the general impression which his 
presence inspired, was that of a commanding boldness, not 
unmingled with austerity. { There was an ancient rebus, 
usually applied m Sir Walter’s time, to his name as it was 
then pronounced : — 

“ TIk* enemy to the stomach,§ ami the word of disgrace,j| 

Is the iiume of the gentleman with a bold face." 

Tradition asserts him to have had a weak voice, a report 
which seems probable, from the apprehension which he 
manifested on several important public occasions, lest he 
should not be distinctly heard. Notwithstanding his learn- 
ed education, his intercourse with foreign nations, and with 
polite and intellectual society at home, Sir Walter Ralegh 
is said to have spoken “ broad Devonshire to his dying 
dav.T’ 

In his ordinary habits of life, he possessed that faculty, 
conspicuous nrmen of powerful genius, of being able quick- 
ly to vfl»v his pursuits, and of giving the whole powers of 
his mind to that which ought immediately to occupy his 
attention. The various faculties of his understanding were 
thus incessantly called into exercise, and no portion of his 
acquirements was suffered to fall into disuse. In the early 
part of his life, it seems incomprehensible how he could 
nive studied ; and, when he found leisure, or retirement, 
to accumulate the great Btorcs of learning, which after* 


* Cayley. t See his Cabinet Council. Oxford ed. vol. viii. p. 37, 38. 

X Aubrey’s MSS. Oxford ed. vol. vui. p. 737. X Raw. 

|Ly. T Aubrey. 
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wards caused him to be reputed “ one of the weightiest and 
wisest men that this island ever bred.*” Independent of 
his military career, of a life of incessant activity in Ireland, 
in France, in Portugal, and at home, he was the gayest 
member of society, and the most loquacious, frolicsome, and 
frequent attendant upon taverns, and other places of resort, 
then in vogue. He was not, however, indiscriminate in 
ins approval of certain companions. Aubrey relates, that 
being much annoyed by the impertinence and incessant 
vociferation of one Charles Chester, the original of Ben 
Jonson’s Carlo Buflono,t Sir Walter sealed up the mouth, 
upper and nether beard of this noisy personage, with hard 
wax, accompanying the outrage with an effectual beating. 
Of Ralegh’s social habits but few authentic anecdotes have 
been transmitted to us. Inferences, from casual remarks 
and various authors, may, however, be drawn, that he was 
frequently, during his liberty, in public and in private fes- 
tivities, into which he introduced, both by the importation 
of tobacco, and his own practice, the custom of smoking, 
with a silver pipe, which was at first handed round from 
one man to another at table.}: But he knew how to in- 
dulge in recreation without constituting it the sole end and 
nun of his being, an error, fatal to enjoyment, as well as to 
mental attainments. Few men were so independent of 
external circumstances : within the walls of a prison, or, 
what is almost equally a durance, the narrow hounds of a 
ship’s cabin, he could make to himself an imaginary world 
by the aid of study and reflection. We have seen how he 
employed the period of his captivity : he is said also to have 
studied assiduously in his sea voyages, where he carried 
always along with him a great trunk of books.} 

On the qualities of Sir Walter Ralegh’s mind, most 
writers have been agreed. That he possessed imagination, 
not rendered sickly by continued indulgence, but invigo- 
rated by the aid of judgment and cultivation, is undeniable. 
That the scope which he proposed to himself in his literary 
undertakings was most extensive, and that it could only be 
compassed by a mind of the most elevated and powei.ul 
character, is equally obvious. He planned more than many 


* Howell's Letters, vol ii. p. 373. 

t See " Every Man out of bis Humor. 11 

} Aubrey. § Ibid. 
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m6n have ventured even to think on ; he executed what 
few individuals have been bold enough to plan. Although 
an experimentalist, he was not merely a dreamer ; his en- 
ergies were in proportion to his schemes. Yet in delinea- 
ting the mental characteristics of this extraordinary man, 
we cannot but acknowledge the prcfxmderance \if his ima- 
gination over the other attributes of his intellect : a prepon- 
derance increased by a temperament naturally indent and 
sanguine. Subdued, as it was, by the necessities of action, 
and by an incessant mingling with the realities of life, it 
was this quality, which, whilst it gave 1 ho charm, pro- 
duced also the danger to Ralegh's career. In a moral 
sense, whilst it was the source of monf of his glorious en- 
terprises, it was also the cause of Ins speculations, of Ins 
acts of imprudence, and schemes of ambition. The errors 
of his life may far more justly be traced to the visionary 
notions which he indulged, and which wen* not, indeed, 
always of a selfish character, than to gross clef "ici.cms in 
principle, or delects c the heart. JTis faults, exaggerated 
as they were by r.*e writers of Ins own times, belonged to 
the period in winch lie 'veil : Ins virtues attained a degree 
of eminence which i t.u more civilized age would have 
viewed with admiration and repaid . <tli gratitude*. Whore, 
in any of the successive reigns, .p to the present day, do 
we behold such instances of patriotic exertion in a private 
individual, as m Ralegh, who never «r ried any Alices 
the state, be* ’di as were tnlcul.it u to give bun local 
importance o 1 . 1 ^ 1 Though aroused, and j. nine points 
convicted of avarice, wheie the nation.*, glory was con- 
cerned he risk' «* t his earliest expedirions, large portions 
of his property* i..d, in Ins last fatal voyage, \ entered all 
that he j^osscssed. Though ambitious and a courtier, he 
was not time-serving, like (Veil, nor despicably ser- 
vient, like Bacon: are 1 f the accession of .lames J., wa.i 
almost the only mini to hired to give that monarch hoi 
est counsel. Though desirous, after his disgrace, of resti- 
tution to honor and station, no was yet .iliovc seeking it by 
ar^ r base crimination of others, or mean concession to his 
oppressors: he neither vilified Coblium, nor condescended 
to beg from (londcmar the boon of existence. 

Ab a statesman Ralegh was earnest, liberal, enlightened, 
and, generally, independent As a British subject, he was 
assiduous in his country's service ; in most of his designs 
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benevolent, and, except for persecution, lie would have 
l>een loyal. As an author, he has sought to promote the 
interests of morality, and to elevate its standard : neither 
infidelity nor impurity sullied the worth of his productions. 
Jio bequeathed not to posterity that which the most sedu- 
lous parent might not place in the hands of a child, just 
rising to a consciousness of the existence of evil, lie did 
more; he loll those testimonies of lus wisdom, and efforts 
ol his abilities, which would inspire m the youthful breast 
sentiments of generous ambition, and a desire of laudable 
exertion. To the senator, the soldier, the manner, the 
student, he may alike he piesenled as a model for imita- 
tion, and a stimulus to hopes of success. ISior, when we 
look into the private life of Ralegh, are we compelled to 
check the enjoyment which admiration of talent pnxluces: 
strongly tinctured with the erroneous notion of the day, 
m "ome points, he was yet a good man. Though, m his 
youth, lie ran rito irregularities, Uiom* yvere no’ settled into 
vie,*-. Ins heart was a tied loan 4 e, and his hn or of profli- 
gacy, on mom* occasions, j>rongl> and admiral iy expressed.* 
Though tempted, in the ardor of military liune, to acts of 
eiuelty, he hern in patient, leuiem, *'ud compassionate: 
tins is evident from love which lus shipma f es bore to 
him, and from the care and anxiety which be evinced for 
them m all his voyages. Though vehement .11 lus ennu- 
ti*v, in ea ly life, his latter days w< re not degraded, as fur 
as ve cm judge lyyiruient resentments or malevolent 
lef*lur r s, for whir!* few ).< 11 could have been more ex- 
cused 11 * c\pi* scions, whenever he a' Judes to his 
wrongs, aie tempmute; and on all solemn occasions, on 
lus trial, .it Ins execution, though he earnestly sought to 
justify Jnmself, lie abstained from rolleeuuii- upon others. 

On one of the most important pom of lus character, 
In? verm ,ty, opinions are still dinner* Whether Ralegh 
really behoved, or only feigned to l« lievc in the riches of 
(I'lKina ; whether lus account of ilnt country were the re- 
sult of credulitv, or the labor of imposture, can scarcely be 
determined. Rut on these 1 considerations, different vio#s 
will be adopted, m proportion to the different notions im- 
bibed of Ins general qualities Confiding in a man, as hon- 
orable and fill Mill, we should bo inclined rather tool large 


* See lus Letter to his S( n, &c. 
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hirh with folly, than to censure him for deception. In the 
reign of James, the prevalent, or at least avowed sentiment 
regarding Ralegh, was that of distrust and reprobation. 
Hence the worst construction was placed upon his failure 
and his erifcrs : but posterity, rendering him justice m the 
other passages of his life, will be more inclined to view 
him in this respect with indulgence. 
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Note (A). 

Tiik potatne is Hie tuber of a poisonous plant, the Solarium tuberosum 
a n.itiir nf Ninth America , lie longing to flu* natural order SolanttP. Ft 
is iinpmpeilv regarded as a root, as it is a tuber or an underground mag- 
a/mo of nutriment (or Hip gems, Hie rudiments of the lateral piogenv of 
The plant vvlurh is (o become plants in the subsequent year The pntn- 
toe is not even attached to tin root; but, lit cords of vessels, or wires, as 
they are termed, to the ha«*e of the «tein or t .index Thu nutriment form- 
ed in the plant lit the exposure of the sap to the air and light in the leaf, 
is run v eyed through these wiies, and deposited in the tubes foi the 1 use 
of the gems It is not, however until them* liegin to vegetate, that the 
farm. neons matter is absorbed , and at this rune, it undergoes a efungc, 
and acquires saccharine properties As the young plant grow s, the pula- 
toe shrivels , and, being at length exhausted, becomes an empty skin , but 
ere tins liap|iens, the young plants are capable of supplying themselves 
from the ground, and no longer require the aid nf the tuber. In convert- 
ing the [Miiutod therefore, to nourishment i ir himselt 1 1 in robs the young 
plants of vvh.il n nf n re intends for their support fn the art ofmltivn- 
tioii. however he has greatly increased the sujiply ot nut mnent, tJie wild 
potaioi allording tubers not longer than a walnut 

The mu nuked poutiir possesses mjtirious if not p> <, -minus pi nperries; 
but heat di strovs these, and converts the pari n< livni i of Hit' tuber into a 
biglilv nutulive and agreeable food Ft is a matter ol dispute with polit- 
n at ei ouomisrs, w In tliei the liitrodiic firm cf the potatoo has really con- 
tributed to Hie w'ollaro of the human raco 

A. T T 


Note (B). 

JVotira relative to Tobacro , by Doctor A T Thomson. 

11 lie Tint the snuffbox open’d, th« n Ihr case.” 

Rapt of the ImHu 

Wh v r is tobacco, w Inch has enslaved to its m>e the greater part of the 
human inie for upwards of three untunes? is a question which natural- 
1\ oiruru to tin* uimd of any one who Ik nr- or reads of the obstacles 
whu Ii w< re oppos-ed to its introduction into Europe, and the |Kipiilurity 
v inch it has for »<i long a period offline iiiaintuincd The reply is familiar 
to every one H is the lined leaf ot a species of p'.vit vvhn h is named, 
in hotamral laugiiage J Yirotjana tobannn; hilt it i« n«-l generally known 
that tie Tolmito, which is brought to this country nr the form of dried 
Femes rigais and snuff is the firodurtion of not one only, hut of several 
species of Ihe genus JVuotiunn The greater miniher of the spet jes are 
umiual plains natives of South Ameiica . hut two, at least, are peirnui- 
2 i I , the \uotiana fn/ticotta, who It in a shrub, a native of the Capo of 
(iood linin', mil! ot China, and N urnis, a native of South America. 
Many of the s|v cie< are cultivated in Europe ; but, it is remarkable Hmt 
Flu in holdt round only mo of them, the IV pantculata, and N gluttno^ 
growing wild in the Oroonoko He added two new species to the family, 
the N /arenas and andteota , which lie found on ttie Andes at 1P50 toibefl 
of elevation * 

The spet lea ot Nicotiana which was first known, and whicff sMI flir- 
mshes the greatest supply of Tobacco, is Hie N tabarum , an annual plant, 


• Humboldt 1 * l'ermnal Nanvuve, vol. v. 
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a native of South America, but naturalized to our climate It is a tall, 
not inelegant plant, rising to the height of mx feet with a strong, round, 
villous, slightly viscid stem, furnished with alternate leaves, which arc 
sessile, or Hasp the stem ; and are deenrront, lanceolate, entire ; ot a full 
green on the upper surface, and pale on the under In a vigorous plant, 
I lie lower leaves are about twenty inches irf length, and from three to 
five in brendth, decreasing as they ascend The inflorescence, or flower- 
ing part of the stem, is terminal, loosely branching hi that form which 
botanists term a panicle, with long, linear floral leaves or Waites at the 
origin of each division. The flowers, which blow in July and August, 
arc of a pale pink or rose color 1 the ra/r/x or flower cup, is bell <-h.iped, 
obscurely pentangular, villous, slightly viscid and pieseiitni'j at the mar- 
gin five acute, erect segments The corolla is twice the length of the 
calyx, viscid, tubular below, swelling above into an oblong mp, and ex- 
panding at the lip into line, somewhat plaited, pointed segments, the 
seed vessel is an oblong or ovate capsule, containing numerous re inform 
seeds, whu]i are ripe in September and October; and, if not collected, 
are shed by the cnpsulc opening at the apex 
The character that particularly distinguishes N tabacum from the other 
species of the genus, is the sessile, recurrent leaves. 

Besides the species of Nicntiana described by botanists, seven kinds of 
Tobacc o, some of which are probably distinct species, ofhc rs onlv varie- 
ties of the tabacum, are cultivated in Vugima , and known bv the names 
of Hudbon, Frederick, thick limit, shoe string, thickset, sweet stciiltd, 
and Oroonoko * The cultivation of Tobacco varies in rhflerent places 
1 shall only mention that which is pursued, und the manner of preparing 
the plant, in the United States The seed is sown in February and Alan h, 
when the ground is soft and rendered light by repeated workings, m 
April, after the first vernal rains, the young plants are drawn and plant- 
ed hi beds, at the distance of three feet from one another The plan (a 
turns must be kept well weeded, and in another month the 1 top of each 
piant is pruned off, the lntcrnl shoots nr suckers are t.ikdn away, and the 
Weeds very carefully kept down At this period the plants are attacked 
bv several insects, from w Inch they are Hcaiecl bv turkies, (locks of who li 
nrc driven into the gioumfs for this purpose t When the plant li.is at- 
tained its lull height, the leaves begin to acquire a brmvmsh color, and a 
clamminess which indicates their uinturitv They arc now cut close to 

( he surface of flu* ground, and laid 111 he a [is, exposed to the sun, for one 
ay, then carried to the sheds, where each plant is hung up separately 
!nd remains until the leaves are perfoc tly dry , after w Inc li they are strip- 
ped from the stalks, and tied in small bundles, a twisted leaf serving to 
tic them together These bundles nr.* now laid in heaps, and *>nnictnn< s 
covered with blankets or straw, to favor a fermentation which lakes 
place in them, but to prevent their being overheated, they are occasion- 
ally opened and spread nluoad to the air f As boon as all danger of over- 
heating i past, the Tobacco is packed in ca-ks and carried to the public 
warehouse, where it is examined , if pronounced good, a transfer note is 
given to thn owner, ami it is permitted to be exported ; if it be bad and 
unsaleable, it is publicly burnt, and the certificate refused. 


* Hroriiran on the Col aecn Plant, p. 17. 

t In Colombia the follow mr are the CTat rnemieii of the Tobacco plant A (ruh nnifid 
mum, which devour* the yntin* 1 .id*, Ihe w hi.-h coninu s il* depredation* m ’l» 

night nnlv, tumne m the (round dunne the dav , the (rub of a tiij'terflv by the Cicole#, 

pall 1 eta , a #j»erie* carabms cal It, I antiiu. winch feed* «n 'tie mot of tin phut , and i ipr is 
of ca erpillar which »* called in the tnunirt, the Aoryirrf utorni. ao vorarmiM as to require one 
night nnl} to devour an entire leaf of tobacco. The natural Imtnnr of these insect* ha* not ret 
been examined 

In Sou'h America, the Tobacco ia fermented in hall* made in a peculiar manner , and in order 
tn obtain from the plant a juice which m highly pored nnilrr the name of Moo and t himm, the 
fernienlalinitf* repre'ed four aiicresnive tin e* a weight i* then plared nn the hall* whit ti press- 
es nut thia liquor, and which, received into appropriate vesai Is, i* boiled to the conscience of a 
strop. It h much prued by the planter* of the interior uf ’J terra Firme Fide Colombia, vuL 
li* tv 117. 

} Warden’* Account of the United States, quoted by Brodigan, p. 123-28. 



APPENDIX. 271 

Tobacco, as it arrives in this country, has undergone a second fermen- 
tation or m*ci sireat, as it is tunned , and acquires u dark brown huefand 
a soft texture Its odor is strong, and to many not very agreeable; it 
tastes hitter and very acrid, and, when burned, emits sparks, continuing 
to hum after it lias been lighted, resembling tin* deflagrating of paper 
that lias been soaked in nitre, to winch salt, indeed, tobacco owes this 
mode o| burning It >u>bls it*- properties both to water and to alcohol ; 
xml when dMilled perse, affords a uieen essential oil, which is a virulent 
jxu-on TM expre-M > d pine of the fresh leaves has been analyzed by 
Vauqueliu, the celebrated French chemist, who found in it a consulerahld 
quantity of vegetable albumen or gluten , some super raalute of lime , act- 
Ur and nitrate and muriate of potass* . a red matter, soluble in alcohol 
and in water the nature ot which is still unknown ; muriate of ammonia, 
and a pec uliar acrid, vnluti'e pnm iple, w hn h V.iuqtielin termed mrottna , 
fiom the generic lianu ol Hie plant To this substance and tin 1 volatile 
oil. the piop Tlie* of Tobacco, both in an economical and medicinal (mint 
of view, nre to be attributed 1 shall notice the peculiar properties of 
e if li ol tin -o prim lples mi its proper place 

Kalrgli found Tobacco cultivated in Trinidad, on Ins first visit to it in 
I5'H , but itwasuot introduced into Virginia until 101(5, when its growth 
there* was cominenced nnili r tin* government of Sir Thomas Dale It is 
now r,iiM*d also m the Hr.mlit, Demerary, Tulia. f*t Dniiniigu. the Capo 
ot (2 nod Hope, and in India Sir VV Kalegh introduced its culturu into 
Ireland, on his estate at Youglial in the roiintv of fork , mid it is still 
pioduccd to a small extent hi ('arlovv, \\ .Merloni an,] Kilkenny, although 
it has n a-ed to be raised m England amt Scotland, *umu 17Hx» lieforo 
th.it period it was c x Tensive Iv re.crc*c ( hi the north riding ol Yorkshire; 
ind in the iieighboi hood of Kelso iii Scotland, not ! *-s than one thou* 
s.iml .cries wolf* c oveied with it. Now tar fin* prolii’jiTinii of its growth 
it home is to he* regarded as an act of legislative wisdom, I must (cave 
ot li'*rs to determine 

The Instorv ot Tobacco, as a luxury, is a striking illustration of tha 
inellu imii \ ot human laws to control the inclinations oi mankind. 
W lien t'oliniihus discoverc d the c onlinent ot the Western world, he found 
that, in M'.ine ot Hie religious core monies of the Indians, a plant was 
throw n into tin* (ire tin* smoke* of which, ascending, produced the same 
cflec’is up hi Hu officiating Piache,* as the mephitic vapors of Dclphos 
upon tin* Pythian progress p spouses were given, ami oracles delivered, 
under the niihiciirr of a peculiar intoxication Tin* plant was Tobao 
uJn» h was prohahlv used, also, as a luxury by flu* subjtets of Monte! 
iri.i, as it w .is smoked over the whole of America at the period of tn 
Fpaiii^li conquest f Nf introduction into the Old World room followed; 
and although it was opposed by every power, both civil and religious, yet 
its ii m* has become so general, that it is not only regarded ns the solace 
cud eniwv merit of the luxurious in every rank of life in civilized Europe, 
but In- been mtiodiired wherevei Europeans have found their way; , 
even inti) tin* l-landw of the Pacific Ocean, b\ then .*ilvt*nt (irons disrov* 
eri rs lu the Suinlw ic h Islands s.ivs Kotzebue, Tobacco is now' so gc*n* 
erillv nied. th.it vouug children learn to smoke before they wnlk, and 
glow .1 up p Hiple c ,irrv the pr.it tin* to such an excess, that they have fall- 
en clow n «c useless and often died in consequence l 
There is reason for believing, that the tir-t tune the Spaniards saw To- ] 
haem smoked as a luxury, was at an amicable interview between Gri- ^ 
jalva .i Fp.nu.inl, and the ( at ique of Tabasco, after a v ictory which j 
Nrijalva, who, under. N il* auspices of Velasquc z, conducted an expedition * 

* TJie i’ru l.r- *re hn'h priests ui«l plivsic’to*. and are also \riwl in narir. They perform all i 
Tchiji itis tnein > '*>. Ina *ht nglu of Inal mi?, roiijiinii<{ c\il spirt'*, and predicting futurity. { 
— Sea work ci'illc! t'nhwMn. vnl i p 647 l Mmiarlwi rrli'ei, 'hit cDnnt the South Anar* i 
■(in Indians, wl.«i i|« piieVh ire counihH It, Tie <“)€■•)•■«, thee throw Tohar% upon the flr%d 
*rfnc tin* smoke, m their iinm'lis an I tiring (Ins intoinrifM, fall down and, on recovering 
de'twrllu trspitisrs which Tin prebnl h h-itt ircened from thu world of apiriU. 
t 1’ej'sonal Narrafive, vnl. v. |s 660. a 

1 Voyage v€ Discovery. 
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from St. Tago do Cuba, in 1518, liad gained over the Indians, at Potonrhan. 
It wLs from the name of the place of this interview, whn li is indiscrim- 
inately called Tnbaseo and Tabuco,* that the plant received the appella- 
tion, which Hernandez de Toledo then imposed upon it, and which it still 
retains f In tho following yeai, 1 5 D, Cortez, who had commenced his 
career of ambition, transmitted a propitiatory present to Charles, as a 
specimen of the wealth and productions ol tile territory lie had conquer- 
ed for him : as a part ol this tribute, Tobacco first ion ml its wav into 
Europe, and, through the Venetian and Genoese traders to* the levant, 
it was introduced into Turkey, Arabia, Persia, and the whole nl A-in 
It was not, however, until the middle of this century that it attriuted 
considerable liotue In I5M some seeds of Tobacco wer** given by a 
Dutch planter to Jean Nicot, lord ol Villemain, and M.iBtrr ol Keque-ts 
in the French court, who was then the amba-^ndor of Francis II in Pot- 
tugal Nicot sent them to Catherine de Medici*., who afterwards patron- 
ized it ns a medicine; and thence it obtained the name of llcrbe a la 
Beine until liei death. The generic name, J\Ticotiaaa y was imposed by 
Liuuams, and is the appellation now employed 
About this period, the niotiurtlia of the world combined, as it wen*, to 
crush, by force, the evils which they anticipated from the introduction 
of Tobacco into their dominions. In England, Elizulietli published an 
edict against its use, assigning as a reason, that liei subjects, by employ- 
ing the same luxuries as barbarians, were likely to degenerate into bar- 
barism f and in the follow me reign, James w rote Ins relelnaled “Conn- 
terblastc to Tobacco,” m winch lie remarks that the cusloiu of smoking 
“ is loathsome to the eye, hutelull to the nose, iKiriiiHtill to tb brume, 
dangerous to the lungs, and m the black stinking fume thereof, ne.'ue-t 
resembling the horrible Stygian sinoake of the pit that is hotinmh 
whilst, at the same time. In* imposed a prohibitory duly of si\ shillings 
and eight pence per pound on its i in porta t ion, [| and enacted th.it no plant- 
er in Virginia should raise more than one hundred pounds ol jt in one 
year. Chailes continued this impost, and made Tobacco a royal monop- 
oly, as it is ut the pieseut period, in the Netherlands and in Frauen An 
amusing fact, connected with the opposition to its general use, h related 
of Fagon, the pliysiciun to Lewis XIV • in the midst of an oration «m 
the pernicious cfluUn of Tobacco, the orator made a pause , and, taking 
his snuffbox from lus pocket, refreshed lumself with a pinch to enable 
luin to i cup w the argument 

i Ml 151H1, Shah Abbas prohibited the use of Tobacco in Persia, by a pe- 
■■law but, so firmly bad the luxury rooted itself m the minds ol his 
■objects, licit many of the inhabitants of tin* cities fled to the mountains, 
where tlicv hid themselves, rather than forego the pk nsure of smoking. 
In the beginning of the next century, in lliiM, Pope Urban VIII anathe- 
matized all snuff takers, who committed the heinous sin of taking a 
pinch in any church* and so Into as JbbO, Innocent XII cx< ommiinn ai- 
, ed all who indulged in the same vue in Saint Peter’s church, at Koine. 
In Itt25, Am>. rath IV prohibited smoking, as an unnatural and irreligious 

■ Tabasco n an inland in the flu If uf Mexico, at the bottom of die Bay of Caruptuch) II is 
formed bv the river Jahtjen, which, mni< hi the mount ima of l Inapa, coiiUtnn a Us cour-e un- 
til w itlnu four leagues of the sea, w lieu it divides and separates the island of Tabasco I rum ihe 
continent 

t Notv. ithstand inf this dear illiistiition or ‘ le origin of the specific nune, some are of opinion 
that it is derived from Tubac, said to be the uame of Ihe instrument used in Amenta for smoking 
tbfl htrb. 

JCaA fen thus sta’ps this fact — Anelnrum corpora In harhvmrum naturam desmerame, 

. qttum n< em ac beirban drlectentur p — Jlnnal Fht p 143 ’I he Kcnertl (»p|ju«iin>ri on the part 
«f diflerrnt governments to iis introduction may he, in some measuir, exploited t*> tlitfut that 
foe poisonous qualities of Tobacco were known m Europe at the time of its introduction from 
? America. 

I § James also proposed as a banquet for the devil, “a nix, a poole ol hug and mustard, and a 
tatpa of 1 obaccf J i»r digestive ”{o) Nevertheless, in the treaty for Guiana, Robert Hirrourt 
itlpulated, on Hie part of James, •• that one-teuth of ihe Tobacco cultivated there should go to 
jbe king. 0 — Hnrru, vol. i. p 7. 

B The duty in the reign cf Elimhafh was only two pence per pound. 

(a) Ajwphthegms of Kt *g James, 1C71. 
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custom, under pain of death: few, indeed, suffered the penalty, yttf, in 
(Joust anliiiople.vv here the custom is now universal, smoking was thought 
to tie m> lulu iilmin and hurtful, that any Turk, who was caught in the 
act was conducted in ridicule through the streets, with a pipe transfixed 
through his note In Kussia, where the peasantry now smoke all day 
long the Grand Duke of Mosrow prohibited the entrance of Tobacco into 
hi* dominions, under the penalty of the knout for the first offence, and 
death for the second , and the Muscovite who was found snufling, was 
romlriiincd Il> have his nostrils split So great, indeed, was the aminos- 
m of fhe government against Tobacco, in every foim, that a particular 
tnlinii.il, the f'liamlire an Tahne, for punishing smokeis, was instituted 
in Jh.i4, and not abolished until the middle of the eighteenth century. 
Even hi 8wii£Gihiiid, wai was waged against the American herb: to 
smoke in Berne, tanked as a crime next to adulter} , and m Jti.53, all 
smokers weie cited before thorounril at Apon/el, and severely punished. 
Hut, like m.iiiy had. and all persecuted customs. Tobacco tnuinphed over 
its opponents , it is now i ulfivnfcd in both hc.nispheies of the globe ; and 
the inipoit.it ion of Tobacco and siiulf into Great Britain alone, in 1829, 
union Hied to Ib.hHU bog- brads * 

It li.is been stated that Tobacco was discovered by the Spaniards in 
Yucatan in ISIS, hut Humboldt asserts, that it was cultivated, from 
time liiimeini.rial, by the natives of the Oroonokn ; where it is called 
Petun, Pote ma , and Pictet f It was, soon after its discovery, transported 



T The mine by which tobacco 11 known in Amend cliShni in each province- in the Mexieaa 
or Aziuk tnnjrue ii is mini yctlr ; in Algwikm, term, n the Huron ayouzmia : id the Peru 
vixd it m tayri ; iq Chiqmto, pau, in Vilcla, Itoujr; Altoja, naJodagadt ; Moxo, to here. 
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to tie West Indies; particularly to Cuba, the Toharro of which is still 
the most highly prized and to North America, where it has been most 
extensively cultiv ated One curious cirnnnstiim e con net ted vv ith its cul- 
tivation in Virginia is woitli noticing the planters, in the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, being all bachelors, regarded themselves men |y 
as temporary sojourneio in the colony , the London ('ninpaiiy, w Inch w as 
established in IbOO, for the colonization of Virginia, with a view to tin lr 
steadiness, sent out u niiuilier of respectable young women, tosupplv the 
settlers with wuch Tluse ladies were actually sold for fine hundred 
ami twenty pounds n! Tobacco each, being the quuutily considered as 
equivalent to the expenses id the vovage * 

Let us now inquire into the various uses to which Tobacco is applied 
and its medicinal (irnperln s It is used, as a luxury, in three wajs -* 
for chewing, smoking, and suulhng 

1 Chnnnff Toharro -The origin of this custom !»«»«» not been ti ated, 
but it probably sprung from the desire to extinct limn the entile Tohun o 
a substitute for the fermented pme, the moo which has lieon already no- 
ticed At this day, the women m the province of Varinns tarry Hus 
inspissated liquid m “a small box which they wear like a watch si.-i 
pended to one side at the end ot a string Instead of a key, it is furm-di 
ed with a little spoon with winch they help themselves fioui lime to 
tune, of this juice, relishing it in their mouths like a sweetmeat’^ 
Chewing Tobacco lias always been eon lined chiefly to the lower i I.i--sh, 
and seafaring men, whose avo< atious do not always pci mi t the me. ms 
of smoking, ami who cannot allnril to suit If Habit enables many < hew- 
ers to swallow the -alnawith impunily, although the strong t.'lu-ion 
introduced into the alimentary t.initl, n a virulent sedative poison 1’he 
celebrated tunon ol Saint Victor, Santeml the puet, fell the \ irtim of a 
practical joke with Tobaiio lie was luiiili distinguished tor the liveli- 
ness of his disposition and his wit At one <>( those entertainments, 
at which he was a constant guest, tome veiling men, thinking it would 
be a pleasant jest, made him drink a gla«H o( wine, mio vvhuli a Inh.n 
co box, tilled with Spanish Tobaiio, liad been emplicd lb* was slid- 
denly seized with the most violent vomitings, and, in a lew hours atter- 
wurds died in the greatest tort ures The «uli\ a of a ( hew i r ot Toli.u co, 
when h wallow eil, atbets the stomai h nearly in the same manner a-Opi 
tun. taking ott the sensation ot hunger, and enabling tho^e who indulge 
in it t(< sustain the want of provision* Jnr a gre.it length ol time An 
^anecdote, strikingly illustrative ol this tail, was rel.Hed to the author 
of this niiicc by an old gentleman who, in the early part ol hi* hie was 
employe 1 in cofleiting turn, in North America — Having, with Ins party, 
by some accident, lost hi* path in the woods, the provisions were ex- 
hausted, when lie fortunately encountered three Indians, who wen . al-o, 
engaged hi hunting lie solicited some provisions from them ; hut was 
informed they hud none He then liegged tor some Tobacco Alas' there 
was only n •* solitary quid m the company, ami that was hall masticat- 
ed , but, with the feeling of true bene vole lire the Indian took it from 
lua mouth, divided it, and presented one half to the Englishman who 
accepted it; and declared that it was tlie sweetest morsel lie had cvei en- 
joyed The Tobacco for-chew mg is Shag Tohnno, cut Irom Kuluimml 
Tobacco, being tir*t wetted, and afterwards dried ill a hot pan Wha* 
is termed Roll Tobacco is Mimed into a cord, ol a moderate thickness, 
by depriving t tic leaf of its veins, moistening it, nnd utter pruning it in 
n (livverful press, so as to extend the oil over the w hole equally, twisting 
it, or, as it is termed, spinning it 

OmagUA, potema ; Tumanac, cara» , Mi) purr, jrrnp, and in the Tatire tmn , the aiuiriit 
nune in Virginia was teopntooc. 7 he other atnnniinta me tnhnt m irencli, tnh ik m C.i-i man, 
Dutch, and Polish, to (ah in Swedish and Danish , ti hno , Spanish nsl I'lrlu'HChi* , and toh icco 
In tha ItaliaA/ In the Oriental Imgiiare*, u is tainkicu in II uninstaller , tnmrnvutto in ^ns 
ent, poghaeUy in lamnnl , tnmfjrnrrn in the Mala) longue, lainbraeco in Javanese, dao*\oni* 

In Cingalese . ami bujjtr htmy in Amine 
• Warden’s Statistical Account of the United h tales, voU «. p, 100. 

I Colombia, ml. iL p. 1 17. 
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2. SmoUng Tobacco —This mode of using Tobacco was known in After- 
u . 1 , .it the period of its cli-roverv by Columbus, and so highlv prized that, 
lifc«- the Oh vi*, tin* Calumet was the symbol of pence and concord * It has 
lieeti supposed llmt smoking w.is unknown tn the Old World before the 
(Jim oven of Amriitu but Mr Hrodigaiif has advanced the following ev- 
idence .ignnist this -opposition — “ Herodotus, hi lib I s 36, asserts that 
i lie M.i-sngeta*, and ull the Hiythic nations, had among them certain 
herbs winch 4hey threw into the fire, the ascending smoke of which, the 
compari) seated round the hreeollrcted, causing them to dance and 
sing 't St ia ho, in lih \n 1%, also savs that 11 they had a religious order 
amongst them who trequenl I v smoked for recreation, which' according 
to t’lmiiHuiiiis Mi l.i § u geographical writer in the lime of Claudius , and 
iSolnins, c 15, they received (Plough Lillies ” The ancient Peytfnr sniok- 
ed liarcotit herbs through wooden and earthen tubes, and Mr llrodigan 
statis, that in the veur I7H4 some laborers digging at Brdimock*»ton, in 
the coiintv of Kildare a spot where a buttle was fought, in the tenth 
centur} between the IrisJi and Danes, discovered an ancient “tobacco- 
pip* si liking !m tween- the teeth of a human skull ” Many similnr pipes, 
w lot h wen* ol roiir-e caitlieuw are, lay scattered among the hones in the 
stone colling Hut, although the word tobacco pip* is employed by Mr 
Jtrodigan, vet. thoie is no evidence to prove that the pipes found on Una 
(i canon, w hull have also boon dug up ill England nrd attributed to the 
Danes, weie u-ed with Tnhmro Those facts, howevei ire sufhriciit to 
prove that smoking hcihs with a pijm is a very unnrnl custom The 
Vigor or Cheroot dp[K*ars to have Inch fust tt-ril in the i; r ot Indies, al- 
though the host Cigars, are now brought fiom the llav.iMinh, and, at 
tliistime areeMicth worth their weight in silver in tin* 1 ondou market. 

'flu re is even nason for lielieving that sinnking Touarco was mtro- 
iliiMil into Ihiglmd on the return of Drakes fliet, and, it is asserted, 
tli.it Sir Waltir Kalegli was the pupil of Captain lame, one of Drake's 
oihir-rs in the .Kquireiiieut of Lins i logant an oioohshnient lie soon set 
the hi-Iuou , and ill toriimumr.iDfig the art to his frn nds, gave smoking 
parlo s at Ins hou-e, w lit re his guests whore treab d will] nothing hut a 
ju|n*, a in ig ol ap* and a nutmeg From the aiierdon related in this 
volume r« sper urig the weight ot smoke, the vapor of tn** , *pe certainly 
did not thi'wv n (loud over the brilliant wit of the unfortunate Ralegh. 

The Moot lung iiitliieiue of a pi|ie ims proved so agreeable to men of phi- 
losoplm and iont( mplutive miinlh.tliat smoking mav almost lie desig- 
nated the p 1 st line of the -age Sir Imi.ic Newton, Hooker, and many 
other si leiitilu ami literary men, might be named a« proofs of the truth 
ot this a-sertion Hut on those uuai custom* d to it, smoking produces 
very utiple isant effects, winch have sometimes terminated fatally. The 
first sv mptoiiis are elevation ot "pints, with an accelerated and strength- 
( tied pulse hut this excitement is transient and is soon followed by ver- 
tigo, siikne-p lainimg, and a weak tiemulous pulse, indicating a pow- 
erful degree of collapsa*. Sometimes these symptoms quit kly subside, on 
n moving f ioin the atmosphere of the smoking room , at other times, 

* 1 he IaI’jith t or pipe of peace, is a targe To! acco-iupe, wilh a bulb of polisher) marble, ant 
a su in t«vo f.-et A ii I a half long, made of a -tin ug rerd, adorned « ilh fealhers and locks of wo- 
rn* i *r hair When it is user) in treitns anil embassies, lh<* Indians till (he calumet with the best 
t o» ii ci *, ami pr«u pong >1 to those with win m they haie concluded any great affair, smoke out 
of ii after Ihtiii.” — Hat Tit'* Eutyvtgft, fol 17U5. vol n p.908. 

t Kir ft Ins TicjUm nn . be* H ‘•acio Plant, p 19. 

t It is «.urintn *n n,irr the similarity of custnn|Swi different countries and eras of the worldPla 
a Report on V rgima, writ i n 1 1 A hoinas Umol^ servant lo bir Waiter Ralegh, we find the fol- 
lowing account r.f To haccu— * this uppnnoe is of so precious estimation amongst them, that 
die} think their pods am marvellously delighted therewith whereupon they make hallowed 
lifts, and cast some of the powder therein Tor sarrihcf. Being in a slorme upon the waters, to 
purify their gods they <ast some up into the air and into the water; so a wearn for fish being 
uc v lv set up, they cast some therein ami into the air, and also after an escape nUpnger, they 
caste some into (he air Mow iv hut all done with smart 1 gestures, stamping, sometime dancing, 
dapping of hands, holding up of hands, and staring up into the heavens, uttering therewithal! 
and chattering strange wonts and odists.”— See ILiklvyVt Fayaget, fol. Loud. 1810. voL in. p. SSL 

§ L. c. ji. ‘JO. 
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thCy have been known to continue Tor forty eight hours * I hav** an in- 
stance of the kind, at this time, under my e ye . and Gmeliii lias related 
two fatal cases of excessive smoking, in one of which seventeen and in 
the other eighteen, pipes were smoked at a sitting f It is, nevertheless, 
well known, that Boine German professors aie in the habit ol smoking, 
daily, from fifteen to eighteen pipes, with impunity 

As smoking is a species of distillation, the JVicofina, or sedative prin- 
ciple of the Tobacco, being more volatile and less condensable than the 
essential oil, chiefly mines over with the Hinoke, and acts upon the nerv- 
ous energy of the habit through the medium of the lungs. When the 
quantity is excessive it paralyzes the heart, rendering it insensible to the 
stimulus of the blood, and the circulation teases. The experiments of 
Mr. Brodief have demonstrated that the essential oil is more poisonous 
than the infusion of Tobacco, which contains, like the smoke, llio JVue- 
tina; but it kills by exciting convulsions and coma, w ithout aileciing (lie 
heart This oil accumulates in old tobacco pipes The poisonous clleeH 
of it are thus mentioned by Mr Barrow — “ A Hottentot applied some 
of it from the short end of his wooden tobacco pipe to the mouth ot a 
snake, while darting out his tongue Thp cflert was instantaneous as 
an electric shock— with a convulsive motion that was momentary the 
snake half untwisted itself, nud never stnred more, .and the muscles 
were bo contracted, that tlie whole animal felt bard and rigid, us if dried 
in the sun ”§ 

The Tobacco most prized for smoking is that reared m Cuba and on 
the Kio Negro, that of Cuiiiann is the most aiomatic The I'nvnrmnh 
cigars are esteemed m every part of the world where smoking is indulged 
The coarse, acrid Tobacco chiefly employed by the lower classes of people 
in the country, is the produce of Virginia, nnd on the Continent, that 
of Brazil and of Santa Cruz Tobacco grown in the En»t Indies is not 
much esteemed in Europe The produce of the Levant is mild nnd weak, 
with n sweet or honey-like flavor. 

3 Snuffing Tobacco —If smoking have been carried to excess, snuff- 
taking has been still more abused ; although it is questionable, whether 
any cases of death ever occurred from taking too much snuff 

A collection of snuffs from various parts of the world, and the history 
Of them, would form a singular specimen of ingenuity idly exercised, in 
varying tile form ami quality of a powder, merely intended for fhe tit il- 
lation of one set of nerves in this country, the snulfs, like the varieties 
of Sheep and Geraniums, may all be traced to one slock ■ the liapce, 
which derives its name from having been original! v pi od need, bv rasping 
What is called a carrot of Tobacco To form this, the leaves of Tobacco 
freed from their stems and veins, are fermented and pressed closely to- 
gether into the shape of a spindle, and retained in that slmpe bv cords 
.wound BMind them. Scotch snuff, which is, also, tin* basis of many 
•nuf&.iqpade from Tobacco, with the midrib ami veins left in the leaves, 
which are nrst fermented, tlien dried before a strong lire, and afterwards 
ground in mills, resembling a large mortar and pestle. 

It would be useless to mention half the snuffs that are in fashion The 
Rapde and the Scotch snuff are the bases of the greatest number of them, 
the variety of flavor being communicated by the admixture of different 
proportions of the three following — Seville snuff the best Spanish, made 
from the Cuba Tobacco; Macaba, made fromTohn> coerown on (In* banks of 
the Maracaiby in Venezuela , and railed Tobaco de Sncerdotes; and m Ma<*uhjta- 
la#, made from a very broad leaved Tobacco ; but, of what spmes it is, 
the writer of these notices is ignorant (J If has been asserted, that com- 
mon salt, sal ammoniac, and even ground glass, and other objectionable 
articles, are added to the Tobacco in the manufacture of snuff: but tlicso 
admixtures are unknown m this country, if they be employed elsewhere , 

* Edinburgh Medial and Surgical Journal, vol. au. p. II. 

t Ail. Tram. 1811. j Phil. Tram vol. ci. | Travels in Africa, p. S 

Tbs Tobacco cultivated in the East Indies is, in general, not much prized ui Europe. 
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and the whole art of making snuff depends on the mode of drying the 
leaves, the degree of fermentation that they have undergone, and tne 
proper admixture of the different varieties.* 

Long hefoie tJie introduction of Tobacco, sneezing-powders or ster- 
nut atones were in vogue These had been medicinally employed from the 
time of Hippocrates; and the use of them had degenerated into a habit 
with the lush and some other nations If the description of a fop by 
Sliak'qieare, m his play of Henry the Fourth, refer to Cephalic powder, 
the custom, prabubly, also prevailed in England : — 

11 He wa i perfumed like 
“ And *t' i izl bis finger a id his thumb he held 
“ A pom et-box, which e 
“Hsgii . r t 

Pc this as it may, soon after flu* introduction of Tobacco into England 
it was \rry generally employed hi the form of snuff by both sexes $; and 
was allowed even m the roj nl presence The gallants of those days, ,in- 
deed, seem to have been as extravagant in their snuffboxes, as particu- 
lar in the nature of their contents, and as affected in the use of them 
as the silliest of our modem fops. 41 Before the meat came smoking to 
the board,” says Dekker, “ our gallant must draw out bis tobacco box 
and tlio ladle for the cold snuff into the nostril, all which artillery may 
be of gold or silvpr, if he can reach to the nee of it; then let him show 
bis several tricks m taking it, ns the whiff, the ring. Ac tor these are 
complements that gam gentlemen no mean respect ”§ Th*» < m-toin of rais- 
ing the snult with a spoon to the nostrils was not confined, however, to 
the lop and the courtier; for, as appendages attached to the mull of the 
Scotch highlander, wc find not only a spoon, but also a h ire's foot, to 
brush the biiiitf from the upper lip, indicating the execs. to which this 
indulgence was earned. The quautity of snuff taken b> maiiv octoge- 
narians of the present day is almost incredible, and only exceeded b> the 
excesses of some of their early contemporaries who have gone before 
them The late Arthur Murphy carried his snuff m Ins waistcoat pocket, 
and used it w holcsale , and i have known many literaiy men, who emp- 
tied three or four large boxes in a day As m tbe abuse of opium and 
wine, the indulgence hi snuff increases the desire for it, until the habit 
becomes too deeply fixed to be eradicated , indeed, the power which tho 
animal system possesses of *icrommodati ng itself to the excitation of ar- 
tificial stimulants, is well illustrated by the effects of snuff on the sensi- 
tive nerves of the olfactory organ. In the uninitiated a small pi neb pro- 
duces a stimulant effect, which is communicated by nervous sympathy 
to the w mile of the respiratory system of r muscles, winch are thrown into 
convulsive nrtiou or sneezing, whereas no quantity is capable of caus- 
ing Uih ellet t on tbe veteran snuffer, so much does the constant repeti- 
tion of impression dimmish the sensibility and irritability of ih^firhnei- 
derean membrane. It would be curious to determine whether, Alns ef- 
fort of snuff, Hie same principle that impresses the odorous senmon on 
the nerves of smelling, affords the stimulus to thorn of sensation which 
cause the sneezing, and the increased action of the pituitary glands to 
augment the quantity of the lubricating mucus of the organ. 

Snuffing, as it is the most frequent and inoffensive to others, is, also, 
the least injurious mariner of using Tobacco as a luxury; although, in 
those unaccustomed to it, like smoking, it not only causes sneezing, hut 
nausea and veitigo In great snuffers, the stomnrh frequently suffers, 
and dyspeptic symptoms supervene, accompanied with pains and tormina 
or n twisting sensation of the bowels. This may arise, in wirt, from the 
snuff passing into the pharynx and being swallowed ; although it is also 

• In i letter from a large manufacturer nf Tobacco to the author, is this sentence 14 The best 
meth id of manufacturing Tobacco or bnuff, la to nae good Tobacco, and to clean it o^pll its im- 
purities as much aa possible * 

t Henry IV , Act L sc. 4. $ StowoV Annals. 

$ Gull’s Horn Book, pp. lid, ISO. 
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^pMsible that it may depend on sympathy. Snuffin'? is frequently injurf 
0118 Hi wruk and nervous people; and some physicians, among \v horn 
was the celebrated Lorry, have ascribed to its use the frequent occur- 
rence of nervous disuses It is, however, unfortunate for this opinion, 
that in the rovnl snuff man u far tones of Franco, rnmprising a population 
of above 400') persons, the workmen are not subject to any special dis- 
eases, and they live on an average as long ns other people ;* ** in addition 
to the fact, that the most inordinate use of it has not often produced 
nervous affections ■ 

Suuil. we have said, has been recommended jih nil err hi no or promoter 
of the discharge of the nostrils in a tendency to apoplexy * but although 
the quantity of the fluid discharged may cause the depletion of the ves 
w-Nof the head, yet, on account of its narcotic quality, suufl ought to 
be employed with caution ; and as we occasionally see gient siiull takers 
seized with apoplexy and palsv on suddenly leaving otf its use, there is 
ftuJhf lent icubon tor regarding it as d less proper errhine than many other 
substances 

The hints thnt have been given of some of the medicinal projierties 
of Tobacco leave little to lie said on this head Its medicinal qualilus 
wen* early known ; it was named llcrba panacea, and admitted into the 
Materia Mediraof France m 15ii2* and, probably, the abuse of it ns a 
medicine pave rise to many of the objections to its introduction into 
general use, w'huh were ufterw'ards nurtured bv piejiulieo and falsehood 
We observe the credulity of its evil ellects carried to an absurd length 
hi the C7oiinterbla<te to which we have already referml —“It makes,' 
savs the royal author, “a kitchen, also, oftentimes m the inward parts 
ot men, «ovhiig and infecting them with an uni tuous and oilv kmd of 
flooto, liatli lionn found in some great tobacco takers, that after their 
death were opened "f And not less strong is the prepidire displayed hi 
the follow' i up opinion of a man ot superior intellect, the celebrated au- 
thor ot the Anatomy of Melancholy.— ‘ A good vomit 1 con tease . a ver- 
tuoiis her be, if it lx 1 well qualified, opportunely taken, and infiliciu.illy 
used ; but as it is commonly used by must men, which lake it as tinkers 
do ale, 'Us a plague, a misclnefe, n violent purger of goods, lands, health , 
hellish, develish, damned tobacco; the ruin and overthrow ol body and 
BOiile,’’! The medicinnl properties of Tobacco are, nevertheless, consid- 
erable, it induces narcotic, sedative, enietii, cathartic, diuretic, and 
errlu »e ell! ■cts, according to the manner ol adinimstciiiig it ami the ex- 
tent ol the ik»se Its active principles are, midniihtcdlv, the Nicotine and 
the e^mttal Oil which it contains , before, thereiuro noticing its medic innl 
and poisonous qualities, let us understand the nature ot these principles 
separated from the plant. 

JVtfotwa, when puic, is a colorless substance, having an nrnd taste, 
end t hand or that distinguishes Tobacco it resembles, in some respects, 
the VMgilc oils, is volatile, and soluble in water and alrohol, forming 
solutrM^ which have the taste and odor of Nirotina When tincture of 
Galls is added to these solutions, the Nicotian is precipitated. Applied 
to the nostrils it causes the most violent sneezing, and is also extremely 
poisonous when swallowed It is procured from Tobucco by a very 
o pern bo process J 

The Essential Oil of Tobacco is of a green color, hot and pungent to 
the taste, and a virulent poison. It is procured by the distillation of 
the leaves. 

• To determine the mode in winch Tobacco affects the living frame, Dr. 
Wilson Philip made a number of experiments, with a strong aqueous in- 
fusion of it, on frogs. He found that when it was introduced into the 
heart, this organ immediately became paralytic, and that the same state 

* * A nnite* d’Hjoene Pubtique ot do Med Leg. 1 . 160. 1U2SL 

** t The Worlds of Kids Jamw, Min, p. 221 

i Burton’ll Anatomy of Melancholy, p 233, vqL L 
Vide Aiuolea da Chimie, L 71 p 139. 




APPENDIX. 279 

occurs when it is applied directly to the brain, or when thrown into the 
stomach and intestines He theme concluded, that in every instance it 
arts, only through the medium of the brain, to W'luch it is conveyed by 
the blood* Some subsequent experiments of Professor Macartney or 
Dublin, have, however, demonstrated, that it is on the extremities of tlui 
nerves that Tobacco acts with most energy f , and the still more convinc- 
ing investigations of Mr.'Hrodie.j a Hold every reason for thinking that 
Tobacco o|wr.*ies in two distinct vvuys, according to the form in winch 
it i< u-cd When a -strong infusion was introduced into the intestines 
of a clog, if killed the annual in ten minutes, by paralyzing the heart, 
winch was evident from arterial blood being found in the aortal cavities 
alter d< nth hut when the essential oil was c mplnyed. convulsions and 
roiriu were etc ited, and death followed without the heart being aliened. 
The same symptoms presented themselves when the oil was upplicd to 
the tongue ol a young cat , and the powerful iiitiucmce of it is well i litis- 
1 ratc»d h> the account of its ctlerts on a snake, which we have quoted 
from harrow x Trat « Is Now, as Hie only active principles contained in 
Tobacco nre Jftrottna and the /.N ncntial Or/, we nio disposed to regard the 
former as a dim l sedative which acts chietlv on the sentient extremities 
of the motor nerves, and the latter us a powerful stimulant, operating 
through the in Hue lire of the brain and spinal marrow Is it the Essen- 
tial Oil that causes the primary or stimulant effects of Tobacco, and the 
Nicotian that induces the depression and collapse that lolmw 1 Experi- 
ments ate still required to deteimine this [muir 

Notwithstanding these violent elfec ts of Tobacco, it is a useful niedi- 
cine, under judicious management Its fumes, when snt«k> i, are mirco- 
tic, relieving the dilhuiltv of breathing in spasmodic n-.il • i,i, and allay- 
ing Hie pain ol toothache, and 1 Iimilioldt Mates, that n is eniploved m 
Hoiilli America, by the higher eludes, to facilitate the sje-ie after di linen. 
The very sickness and debility which it causes nre taken advantage of, 
to relieve incarcerated henna, ileus, and oh-fin.tii cmi-l fictions, by in- 
troducing either tin* smoke or the iii1u<-joil into t lie intestines when other 
remedies fail 1 la* infusion lias been employed as an emetic, but this 
practice is v*‘ry dangerous; and even its employ incut m small doses ns 
a diun tu , in dropsical ulK'i Linns, advises] by Dr. Fow ler, < ai.nol bd much 
'commended In one* spai-modii affection, however, conned. , I with tho 
secretion of the kidney its iiitlueiue is taken advantage ot when The 
jmtieiil is not of a definite habit of body It is not unfrecpicuily eiu- 
ployed |>v the un professional as ail external application* in cutaneous 
eruptions, mid especially m ringworm of the hi ml (Porngo .S'* utv/nta) % 
but we have witnessed the most violent sickness, giddiness, and alarm- 
ing fainting, follow the ure of n Tobacco lotion ; and there is much dun 
gcr if the skin lie abraded In the Orcinnoko the natives apply chewed 
tohiic co to the lute of poisonous snakes § 

Fm tin* pur {loses of internal ndimnistration, the London ^pffege of 
Physx inns order a drachm of Tobacco to be macerated for an hour, in n 
pint of wa’er, lint, even in this degree of strenglh, the infusion some- 
f lines prod n i **s violent efiects Instances are recorded of two drachms, 
instead of one diachin, of the leaves being employed, and proving fntal fl 
The Edinburgh College orders a wine of Tobacco, which may lie given 
in doses of from ten to thirty drops; and a syrup of it is employed on 
the ('oiitmeiit lake every other jHiwerfuI medicine, Tobacco may tie 
rendered available of much good, when prescribed with judgment and 
discrimination , hut it becomes a most lrighlfnl weapon in the handtAf 
the ignorant and indiscreet. 

From the effects of the tincture of galls in producing an insoluble and 
consequently inert compound with Nicotina, galls, either in infusion or 


* Treat IK on hi hr Mr Oiicasaa, WmclKMtar, IWt. vol. 4(h. Appendix, pp. 7tg0-7i6. 
f Orlila, Traitr Mm J'oisoin, yol. ii. parur I p. 241 

{ Phil. Tram. I>ic. cif 4 P.-i-tonal Narrative. 

Edinburgh Medical aiul Surgical Journal, vol. m. p. '2<J. 
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tiwtiire, should be administered in instances of poisoning by overdosea 
of Tobacco, under any form in which it is taken into tliu stomach ; 
whilst, at the same time, ammonia, brandy, and other stimulants. are 
requisite to rouse the depressed energies of the nenous system When 
the danger is pressing, the respiration should be supported by artificial 
means, and kept up until the narcotic influence of the poison is exhaust- 
ed. 

Such is the nature of this potent herb; and such have U»en the origin 
and difisemi nation of Tobacco, an object of secondary importance as 
regards the life of Ralegh ; but yet so familiar, and productive of such 
important results, as to awaken general curiosity regarding it The arms 
of the Romans spread the arts of civilized life among the untutored na- 
tions over whom they triumphed * the enterprise of one of their < onq tier- 
ed provinces, a thousand years after the overthrow of their empire, trans- 
ported an insignificant herb, from the western hemisphere, whose influ- 
ence has extended over nations the existence of which was unknown to 
the masters of the world. Among the Indian tribes, the calumet i« the 
symbol of the peace and concord of nations ; in nmstemlom, the powder 
of the herb that confers its charm, is that of aniicuble intercoms and 
social amity between man and man iN smoke, rising in clouds from the 
idolatrous altar of the native Mexican, opened the world of spirits to Ins 
delirious imagination • to the inhabitants of the opposite hemisphere, 
whilst it haB furnished the means of ciicnui aging folly, pampering luxu- 
ry, and waging war, it 1ms, at tho same tune, conlnhiitcd to lessen the 
sum of human misery, by alluying pain ; and even assisted in extending 
the boundaries ofautellecl, by aiding the contemplations of tuc Christian 
philosopher. 


Note (C). 

Letter from Sir Robert Cecil from the Tower at Dartmouth, 21 st September, 
1392.* 

Good Mr Vice Chamberlaine, 

A«» soon as I camp on boarde the Carick on Wednesday at one of clock, 
with the rest dfller Majesty's commissioners within one hallo hoiire Sir 
Walter Ralegh arrived with h>s keper Mr Blunt, l assure you, Pir, li> s 
poore servants, to the number of HO goodly men, and nil the manners, 
came to him with such shouts and joy as l never saw a man mme 
troubled to quiet them in my life Rut his hart is broken, for he is very 
extreamly pensive longer than ho is busied, m wh he can toil terribly. 
But if y^l dyd heare him rage at the spoiles, flnding all the short wares 
utterly devoured, you would laugh, as 1 do w» I ran not choose Tho 
meeting * twee ne him and Sir John Gilbert, was with teares on Sr John’s 
part; and he, hclike finding it in knowen he hath a keper, whensoever 
he is saluted with congratulations for liherty, lie doth answer no, I am 
stylle ye Queen of England's poore captive I wished him to conccale it, 
hernuse here it diminisheih Ins credite, wh I do voive to you before Cod 
is greater amongst the manor rs than I thoght for* I do grace him ax 
much as T may, for I find him marvellously greedy to do any thing to re- 
cot^r ye conceit of his brutish offence I have examined Sir John Gil- 
bert by oths, and all bis, who f find clenre I protest to you in most men’s 
opinions. His heart wax so great tyll his hi other was at lyhcr'v, ns he 
never came but once to the towre, and never was aboord her , Out now 
lie ib sworne, he doth sett all wholly ahioad To hunt out others, and in- 
forma usgiyly bv his spies wherein he w'Tmld not be so bold if he cold 


* The l«rtera contained in (he Appendix are copied from the Stata Taper Office, and now for 
the tint time printed. 
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have been more touched, wh I assure you on my fnyth I do think him 
wronged m tins, howsoever in others he may have done tike a Devon* 
fihyrt man We have worth ye looking on to day, of wh I have writ- 
ten to her My Kail's whyte and blucke, drink like smoke in last ; and 
a", (Sod help me, I brought so little provision for long tarry mu, ns I pray 
God J come home w itliout quick cattcll ; give me leave to lie meiry with 
you, tor if 1 were uhvpped, I must wb my friends be bold, in wh number 
1 account you; but if you rostaurc me not in the good thoughts ot tier 
mynd whom.* angelical] quality works struunge influences in the harts of 
a topic of servants, according to their gencrull mouldings, nctume est do 
aiinciiia. From Dartmouth towre, where I uni lodged, this 21 ?bre J5W. 

Your loveing poore trend, 

• BO. CfcCYLL. 

Good Mr. Vice Chamberlaine, be good to my sorrowfull poore Bess yr 
cosin 

1 shall bring, by informations, of great booties of Sir John Borough 
and others. 


Note (D). 

Letter from Ralegh to Cobham. 

T iiavf sent your Lordship suih news as cam to die from above, and 
your Lordship letter to my Lord treasurer agayne U was brought me 
by the post at midnight, and I opened it in a hadd light, and halt asleep, 
and thy nkyng it had heen to my self. 1 hope y' Lowuship will be here to* 
morrow nr on Saturday, or else my wife so\s her oysters will he all spilt, 
nml her partridge stale If your Lordship cannot come friday, I will 
wait oil you w her you are I pray semi me word if you go to Lyme or 
M'dpla-lie that 1 may attend you, fora friday I shall dispatch my busy* 
liess w ith the justices here, lor about those rogges the Mecrs, whereof 
the elder hath been at Court to complain, and brought nr. Lord Thomas 
to Mr Pi-« ret.irv to di a I for him, the younger Ml See) h iih noiv sent for 
by pursuit <i nt, and il it had not In eu to have senj for liifuniiatjon agaynst 
him I had been with your L p this morning I fear that my Cornish 
men did not repair to your Lordship to do you service because your pas- 
sage was *io siiddyn, but I am sure you have had an ill jurnuy. I pray 
your Lordship to send us word wliero you have taken up the house at 
Bath or no, that we may send thither 

Your L ever and wholly to comand, 

W. R- 


Bess remembers herself to your L slop, and sayti your breach of promise 
shall moke you litre accordingly. 

The ships of the South Pen that are of Holland is passed by, and none 
of ours slayd her. w'lth a lantcrne of clean gold in her stern, and arrived 
at Amsterdam infinite rich Mi Munsfield hath been abroad to great 
purpose The Uueen is removed to Wan House on Friday, and from 
thence to Know) s’n to Ready ng, where further it is not yet resolved, 
(No datp. Addressed, To Lord Cobham, Warden of the Cinque PoA.) 


Y2 
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Note (E). 

f: lAttor from JRalegh to Cobham, written during the last progress made by 
' Queen Elizabeth , 

To the right honorabell the very good Ion! ye Lordc Coblmine. 

I, that know your Lordship's resolution when woo pasted, cannot 
take on me to persuade you ; 1 wyll only say tliys much it is butt a day 
and half jurney hither, the Queen will take it MtrcedyngJy kymllv, nrnl 
take herself more beholding unto you than yon think The fiem h tarry 
but 2 or 3 days at most 1 will presently returne to the bathe with vour 
liflhipe agnyuo, the frcnche were nil hlncko, and no hrnvrryc at all, «o 
I have only made me a blarke taffeta sute, and levc all my other sutes , 
this is all I can say, saving I only wysh >ou a lit tell to beare and m.ike 
the Queenc so ninth the more in your debt; it will be friday or they 
have adience; it would be long to tell you of the Queen's discourse with 
me of your Lordship, and linding it, I durst not say that 1 knew you 
Were resolved not to tome, hut leff it to the estate ol your boddy. £ 
need not doubt but that your L will behe\e that 1 wish \nu to hold 
Buch a course as may besL lilt your honoi and your humor together, if 
you come she will take it most kvndly, if vou come not it shall be 
handled as you will have it, and herein and all else 1 will remayne yours 
before all tlie world. 

W Hall < w. 

i * 

Faoyng, Ibis Saturday nijftht late. 

I am even now going all night to London, to provide a plume taffeta 
Bute, and a plainc blackc saddle, and will be here agayne Tuesday night , 
and if your b’renche jmiey hold, it vull mmh glad you fur them to know 
that you are here, for I am resolved that the Queen will most esteem you 
here and use you. 


Note (F). 

Letter from Lord Grey to King James. 

No date * probably 1603. 

By eveiy one that cometh from your Majesty, I gather thus much of 
fyour deep dn pleasure, that I protest (lam) ncei desperade of lavor , life 
dtnd liberty grow odious, and hope only renmincth hy my blood to cleer 
She obstruction my sighs could not breath out, and by death to rid iny- 
>*elf of torment Once only give me leave in tlieus bitter agonies to ex- 
^postulate with you, eaven nivking* thinketli your maj»y, that bceeaus 
I never ycold, for my soul is eleer to intend your roynll hurt, that there- 
fore I justify myself, extenuate your mercy, or dy not in contiition ns 
much as flesh and blood can suffer 7 Quid ergo 7 Indislwcta h<er drfevsto 
etpromsrua elabntur 7 ImmoJustis terminus dindatur putnshe my ol 
fences, which I now feel, and confess of such nature, as to morrow cut 
of my head. I will say you are hut just. But of necessity, becaus of my 
infimeh folly, must T intend treason against your sacted per<todB|Whar, 
I beseech your iMd'v should lice niyemls 7 Not religion, for ^Py were 
papists • not ambition, for thear was not one, one whoine I might trust, 
but father that I knew would seeke my mine: Besides their own con- 
fessions are thnt I renounced the action ■ Judg then as you pleas * tibi 
enimfunuf! remm jadtnum dn dedere , nobis obsequn gloria reheta est: 
this only must I feal with my death however mine eye was in discern- 
ing! mine heart was never false in assenting to your perils. An offence 
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ypt soe great, ns T shim not to i!y, only for the antiquity of hoc noable a 
rare, lor sue much unstained Mood ns have spilt in the heads of your aun- 
rector’s armies, for 100 jeers loyalty, during which time the houa oft 
Wilton hath (liinthcd uniouchl lor mine own zeal to your princely sell? 
tvlin h this deliverer knows would have poured forth my life blood m de- 
fence ot join right to this rojule seat, let not one wretched offence of 

I until, though I dv, stain my heart, my lions, with treasonous mtcutd 
r our ineitv allre.uly is adinuabh' to the world; to your self (caven nv 
offences neer this nature) and not repented ; not unprospered with fu- 
ture and most faithful loyalty, tnuuy have tasted it, all, with joy, ad* 
mire it. Must I boo the only example of justice' 7 If serviceable, if pleas- 
ing to j'ou, hi whose displeasure [ desire not to live, it is wclcuiu; I 
neither shun nor protiact it, but while I live will love, and honor >ou, 
and. when J dv, will Mens you with the faithfnllest prayers, and most 
contrite penitenry of jour Majestic’s most devote, loving, and loyale 
subject and survaut, 

GH£Y. 


1 


Note (G). 

Postscript to a Letter from Ralegh to (Wham. 

Mr Tjord Viscount Cervl so exaltcnl Meer’s suit ag ivnst mee in mjj> 
ahseiu e as not allowing Mi Serjint Henlie, nor any idee could be heard fof| 
mee. to «t.iy triads whilst [ wasoul of the land in her Majeslie’s service**? 
a right in the cur test* y afforded toegery beggjr I .lexer bussied inysel$? 
with the Viscount, neither of his extortions, or pojsoiung hys wife. AC 
it is here averred, I hove forborne him in resport to my Lord Tlmmaft^ 
and chiefly because* of Mr Secretary, who m us love lo my Ijord Thomm 
li.itli wished me to it, but I will not endure wrong at so peevish a foOl^ 
hand any longer, I will rather lose my life, and I think that my Long 
1'u ri I .in Pcridii doth think that lire Queen shall hive greater use ft# 6 ® 
rogges and villames than of me, or else tie would at Hmdon’s instance^ 
have yielded to my actions, being out of the laud. 


Note (H). 

Letter from the Lieutenant of the Tower to Cccytt. Signed John Peytoi^ 

Jnly 30 1603. 

Hiottt honorable my very good lord, Sr Walter Kan ley bis hurte wyJ 
be w»ni* these two days plectly hoole ; lie doth styll contyneue pplexeL 
at yoi. InfPe In in, ho is desirous to have Mr lieriot com to hym, wlierin 1 
cannot * inocnve anv mconveniencio if it shall so stand with the LMf> 
their honorable pleasures My Lord Cohham his spirites ar exceeding ^ 
miielie derh ned, hisgiowue passionate in lamentutyon and eorrowe,his 
onlv hope is m his Majnrt inercye, and yr mediation, [am exceeding, 
glnddc to lieai e that my good friend Sr George harwe shull succeed maj 
in thia^kce whom [ will assislc in all t hinges that shall be whi/Piny* 
p.wcrjMpr Lordships* liotioi able fnvois ( wyll ever acknowledge and 
shal seclUlo merit them w»h" my best servyuge, moste humbly taking 
my leave. To were, this 30 July 1603. 

,You L.»lup* over bound, 

John BEytoh. , 


Postscript. 
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Note (I). 

Sir W. Wade to Cecil. 11 Endorsed to me" in CeciVs hand writing. 

Aug 27. 1603. 

To tho r. b my especial! Rood L. Ac. 

It may pirate jour good Lordship, Keymis, servant to Sr Walter Ra- 
leygh, sent this declaration ready written of his njvn hand, to v Lieu* 
tenant, my self being then u'h him at the Tower, after my Lord Hemy 
Howard was gon from thence, whereby your Lordship may pen cave how 
after so obstinate u resolution of sylcnce he bcginnethe at the lengtho to 
speake, and I doubt not, havinge now opened the hatclie of Ins closet, ho 
will be lease reserved, and more willing to utter that is behind. 


Note (K). 

From Str W. Waad to Lord Ceeyll. 

Aar 3 1603. 

Yt it may please yor good L I send yor L. y* declarations of Pr Walter 
Aawlcy and the L Cray • Ily the L Grays it doth plainly appear* lie had 
m plot, u parti, and confiderats; for in the bcgeuniiig he coufi«selh as 
■touch, and after saith he used these needles to Mr. Brooke, desiring that 
We to Ins would not disrloss mee^eithcr would I once name him to 
flbyne Mr Brooke is taking the like course, wherrin I wished him to ho 
liefare and not behind the rent, as well in ample declaration as in tune, 
Which I thmek he will performs This may give further occasion of new 
duestions to bp demanded of them, and si. greitu know ledg and certainty 
(ad of this plotte My L Gray is now confined S' - Walter Raw le> was 
ordinarily thriss a week with the L Cobham, what their conferericies 
Were none but themselves doe knowe But Mr. Brooke confidently thinck* 
eth what Ins brother knows u as known to y e other Mi L Cray desireth 
JWr. Lieutenant ami me to send this Letter to yo L. (He then proceeds 
to ray, that Penmroek’s declaration toueheth chiefly Lord Cobham The 
VMt of this letter refers to some suit on the I tart of Pir W. Waad to tho 
Xing for the fulfilment of some grant given by her late Majesty, but uu- 
lerfccted.) 


Note (0). 

Endorsed in CeciVs hand writings “ My Letter to my Lord Qrey " 

Probably Any 1600. 

Till my Lords (on whom I attend by his Majiy order) havo spoken w* 
the King, I can say nor more then this, that I havo neither power nor pur* 

M procecde in this, hut by their dyrection who hnvc morn ludgment 
iger interest in matters of justice and honour than l hrafew itli- 
out whom, wliylst I doe nothing, I assure myself you will neitHpoubt 
nor myslisk the proceedings, for they doe both know what is lull; what 
is honour, and wish ye innocency, howsoever envy or malice may hard 
distracted your conceipt of iny disposition, 

* That am your Lord, friend. 
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Note (P). 

Letter from lien. Cobham addressed to the Rvght Ho my very Good Lord 
the Eric of Nottingham, Lord High Admiral, the Erie of Suffolk , Lord 
Chamberlain , y e loid Cisell , Am JUa' tie's principal Secretaire. 

m 

My very good Lords,— Fo low m my poor estat at this present y» ito 
roeqintcll for y favors can I promts, but while I breath will pray for 
God ever to assist you and keepe you from nlHixon w*» mv soule in y 
highest degre is moved of Out of chantie this I humbly pray of your 
Lord-hips th.it 1 might spenk with yon nil 3, you shnll be a mentis thereby 
to send me in pence to \« grave, the bottom of my hart I will disclos unto 
you which to no living creature but to yourself* I will rlo Clod send you 
all as gieat comfort as mv nflhxoii isgrea* ; and go to God's protection 
do I with you From my prison in y e Tour this Tuesday morning. 

Yor Lordships poore afflicted fraud. 

IlKNHY COBIIAH. 

Oct. 1603. 


Letter from George Brooke to Cecyle. 


Nor. 18. iCttU 

Fiip that loved me and whose memorie you yeat hue, beholding from 
heaven the extreme calamity*; of her father's house Fhalte I need say 
anv more after Dus 7 'tis alle but wcake, il I pray vou to cancel] injuries 
past, you have promised to rid 41 and I believe that if I promise you) 
any Ihmge of myself, you may tru% say you need it not nor care for it: 
Thvreloie I must stande onely upon yor free disposition, and shal be so 
niurh the more assured hycuusse nothinge binds you. Leave now I be- 
seeche \our Lp to lie nice, and sticke not to dissever yourself in my re* 
lief Mut above alle give me leave to conjure you to deale directly wjC 
me, vi hat I am to expert, after so many promises rt craved, and so muca 
couforuntie uud accepted service perforrneiKin my pait to you. 

Your Lordships’ brother 

in law to command 

6. Brooks. 5 


Note (Q). j 

The portion of this Tietter in p 160 is an extract the rest referring tjj 
arrangements for the management of the prisoners It is dated Nov* 19| 
1603 ‘i ml contains the first minute and authentic account of this journeys 
that ha- been published. See p. lt>0. 4 


Note (R). 

Letter of Sir W. Ralegh to King Jamu T, 

JOB, or 4 . 

May it please your most excellent Majesty, I was of late Jfent unto fhr 
the scale of the Dutcliy of Cornwall, which together with the office of 
Warden and Chnnccllour, I received at the hands of my late sovereign. 
This scale appertaiueth not Id me to dispose, but to your Mau only, and 
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'therefore I have on treated my L. Cccyll to present the same, for myself 
I have interest in nothing but your Mai^ mercy cmcly. God ktiowcs 
i what f.ulh 1 do, and have ever born your Majy, move your unpmnll 
^beait to perfect your graces begun. If 1 be here restrained untill the 
.powers both of my body and mind shall bee so infecblcd, as I cannot hope 
to do your Majy some acceptable and extraordinary service, whereby l 
ruly approve my Faith and intentions to my Sovereign, Lord God 

i nnw that then it had bin happiest for me to have died loflg since, 
le cvcrlivingGod doth bear me record, that itjs to no other chief end, 
desire to live a day. I most humbly beseech your Miuy, even tor 
ire of our lord Jesus, to think that 1 can never forget the Mercies 
King, who hath vouchsafed to lift me out of the giavc, being then 
Ices, lost, ami forsaken of all men. Pardon nice, most renowned 
But to say tins much, that if it plcnse your Mnjy to have roin- 
n of me, while 1 liuve yet limbs and eyes that your Majy shall 
have cause to arcusc, or repent your Maj'“ mercy tow aids me, 
lung the Lord of nil Power and Justice to strike me with the great- 
sery of Body mid Soul, when I shall not remain a most laiUUull, 
untble, aud grate full Vassal!. 


Note (S). 

To tke Queen's most excellent Maiestie 

I did lately^iresume to send unto yferiftfaicstie the coppie of a letter 
Hft’ittun to my Lord Trcasorer toiicpng Guiana, that there is nothing 
gfone therein I could not but wounder with the w orld, did not the tnnllire 
' the world exceedc the wisedoine thereof Iii mine owne respect, the 
BverlivmgGod doth witness that £ never sought such an employment, for 
1 the gold in rhe earth could not invite me to travel! after inewne and 
nth, both whid| I had bine likeler to have overtaken in that voyage 
ian to have rerarned from it; but the desire that led me, was the up 
ving of my fayth to Ins Maiestie, und to have done him such a service 
hath spMnnie bme pformed for any king. But, most excellent Pi inn s, 
dthoiigh ins Maiestie do not so much love himself for the present .is to 
tecept of that riches which God have offred linn, therby to take nil pre- 
iinption from his enemies, arising fiom the want of trensor, by which 
ifter God) all States are defended yet it may be that his Maiestie will 
milder more deiply thcrof hereafter, if not too late, and that the disso- 
lion of lus humble vassnll do not preceede his Maiestie's resolution 
train ; for my extreeme short nes of brenth doth grow so fast on me, 
Itb the dippayre of obtayning so much graces to walke with my kecpci 
the hill wi thine the tower, as it makes me resolve that God hath 
iee disposed of that busenes and of me, who after eight yeers nn- 
idonment orn ns 6trayghtly lokt up as I was the first day, and the pun- 
ishment dew to other mens extreame negligence layd altogether upon my 
jmtieuce und obedience In which respect, most worthy Princes, it were 
*& sutc farr more fitting the hard nes of my destmie (who every day sulfer 
-hnd am subject every day to suffer for other mens offenr.es) rather to de- 
sire to, dye once for all. and tlierby to give end to the miseries of this life, 
i to fctr ‘ * ‘ 


than lo strive against tlie ordinance of God, who is a trew jui 
innocence towards the king, and doth know me, 

for your Maiestie's most 
humble and most 

bound vassall 


my 
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Note (U). 

Document signed Addressed to Cecil. Endorsed , in Cents hand tenting) 
“ The Judgment of Sir fV. Ralegh's ease 

Sir Waltfr Ralegh’s romplayning is in this manner: All his leflfl 
svile is extreme cnlti, out of series, or motion, or nuin. His lingers on the 
same sjele beginning to be contracted, and his tong taken in sum parte m 
so imrli that lie spheketh wekely and it is to be feared ho may utterly 
lose the use of it peter turner, Doctor of phisirk, hi respect of thecg 
cut uinstttiiccs, to speke Ijkea physition.it were good for hjrn if itnyghf 
Bt.mil with your Uonorc's lykyng that he were removed Irom the cold 
|i>rig\ ng where he now lyeth unto a warmer, that is to say, a title rooms, 
wliicli he hath bilt in the garden adjoynyng to his stilhousc. (No d&leJ 


Note (Y). * 

Since the preceding letters were transcribed, this document was dij 
covered It is curious, as showing the interest which Queen Elizabeth 
took in Ralegh j 

From Q F.lizth to her Vice Roy in Ireland 15P3. Ri> the Qucene. J 
Riuiu trusty and well tieloved we greet you wettu Wher we be gin 
to understand that Capinm A ra^ey is not longeTnicc d^eased and tfl 
band of footmen which he hag nftninittcri now to Janies Fenton : (m 
that ns we are informed said Fentyn hath otherwise an entertainmefl 
by a cei tain ward under his charge, but chiefly for that our pleasure is tl 
have our servant Walter Hawley trained some longer tiirte in that 01 J 
realm for his bettor experience in martiall atbnrs, and for the spcciatl can 
we haie to do him good in respect of hjs k>ndred Lhat have served jM 
some of them (as >011 know) neer about our parson ; tl^pse are to re^uifl 
you that the leading of the said bande may be committed to the sail 
Kawlev, and for that he is for sorninc considerations by up excused to 
Htfije heere, oure pleasure is that the said bande shall be in the mean 
tune till he repair into that our realm delivered to somnie sooche as « 
shall depute to be Ins lieutenant there, fiiven at our Manor of Creenn 
w idle— the April 1582—24 year of our Reign. t J 


THE END. 


BTEREOTYFED BY J. HOWE. 









